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THE KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Sponsored by Kogarah Municipal Council

Patron
The Mayor of Kogarah
Alderman K.R. Cavanough

President Hon, Secretary
Mrse D.A. Hatton, Miss C, McEwen,
15 Annette Avenue, 8/ Carlton Parade,
KOG’A-RA-H' 2217. CARLTON’ 218.
Phone 587 9970 Phone 587 2090
Management Committee
Chairwoman
Mrs, D.A, Hatton
Publicity Committee , Museunm Committes
Convenor Convenor
Mr, P, Orlovich, Mr, J.E. Veness,
5/ Culver Street, 6 Lance Avenue,
KOGARAH, 2217, BLAKEHURST, 2221,
Phone 587 0377 Phone 5/ 3932

OBJECTIVES
To promote interest in the history of the Kogarah Municipality and
Australia in general.

To give support to the preservation of historic buildings and other
objects considered to be of historic value,

MEMBERSHIP
Any inquiries regarding membership should be directed to the Honorary
Secretary, Visitors are especially welcome,
Subscriptions  $1,00 per anmm
Senior Citizenss 025¢ per annum
Students: «25¢ per annum

MEET INGS
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month, commencing
at 8 p.m, in the Kogarah Municipal Council Chambers, Belgrave Street, Kogarah,

DOMAT IQNS

Donations of items of historical interest suitatle for inclusion in
the Society'!s proposed Museum will be gratefully accepted by the Convenor
of the luseum Committee,

CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions of articles and information of local historical interest

for publication in this Newsaletter would be welcomed by the Editor,

Mr., Pe Orlovich,
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FEBRUAIY 1EETING
The next meeting of the Society will te held as follows:—

Date:  11th February, 1971.

Guest Speaker: Iir. J. Veness, a memver of the
Society, will give a telk on his
Wisits to Historical luseuams',

NOTICE OF i:0TIOH
#That the following clause Le included in the Society's Constitution
as the second paragraph in Clause 5 - ileetings:—

The Annual Ceneral ieeting chall take placs on the second
Thursday in liarch of each year, at which the cifice-tearers
for tihe ensuing year shall.be elected, and will te by secret
ballot. At least 7 day's notice of such izeeting shall be
given to each member Ly pre-paid letter posted to his/her
last lmown address, btul accidentel omission to give notice to
any nembcer shall not invalidate the meeting."®
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Hullo there -

I hone you are ell still in the lancd of the living after the lact
few wecics of exccsalve heat. the St. Georsje Historiczl Socisty will
bEe holding their historiesl display in the locidele Town Hall from
Sth Fetruory, and Colleen and I have voluntecred to help out as attendants
on iondey cvening, 15th rebruary, so Wwe woulcd like as many memcerc as
possitle to vicit this exhibition,

With regard to the stall we agrecd to have durinz the year I have
been very busy looking thirough my little Lotitom draw - a lo CGricie ¥iclds -
and have diccovered msny articlec which will perhaps entice someone to btuy.
Also I have made 12 aprons cné 24 handicerchiefs, and jans and pickles, I
an not an expert on spron making but we have a member who hcs been aaling
than for years for various cherities so I hope she will pacs theu.

In the "Leader' during the month a lady wrote enquiring the neaning
of naec of places in thic district, so our Secreturr agreed to send ner
a lcticr explaining as much as poscible what e hove lcarnt from out cpeakers
during the past year,
In conclusion, it may not be knowm to all that we had a memversiip of
60 in owr first year, tut let's all do our utmost to raise it to 100 thic year!
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MEMBERSHIP
The following new members have joined the Society aince January:-

Mr. ToeJo. Bennett and Miss N, Gould

DONATIONS |
Mr, & Mrs, P, Eva, of Salisbury, Queensland, have given a 102 year

old Singer Sewing Machine, This machine was bought in Aberdeen, Scotland,

and was brought to Australia in 1912 by lMrs. Evals Grandmother, The machine

is in working order and was in constant use up until 1956,

A Pewter Mug and a 201b Teilor's Iron was donated by Mr, R. Delamotte.,
Migss McEwen has given a half silver sovereign holder, and a Copper

Water Jug, used in the old sailing ships to carry hot water to the 1st Class
passengers has been lent for display purposes.

LAST GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 14th JANUARY, 1971.

Appointment of a Social Committee
The Socizty has, since its inception, functioned without a Social Cormittee
which has been reflected to some extent in the inactivity of the Society so
far in the organization of any social and other fund raising activities, This
gituation has since teen remedied by the aprointment of a Social Committee
comprising of the President, lirs, Hatton, Secretary, Miss iicEwen, Mrs. Kelly
and Mrs, Lovatt, and the Treasurer irs., Briancourt,.

Early Photographs of Kogarah Digtrict
Mr, Orlovich obtained from the Mitchell Litrary negatives of brochures
advertising early land sales in Kogarah in 1884 and the Scarborough area in
1921, It was suggested that if more photographs could bte obtaincd the
Society could build a pictoricl record of the history of the Kogarah district.
Mr, Lean kindly developed the ncgatives into large prints.

Lecturc by Mr, Don Sineclair

Mr, Don Sinclair, the President of the St, George Historical Society
delivered a most interesting talk on "The Early History of the St, George
District", Mr. Sinclair's talk covered the period from 1810 to the 1890!s,
He first concentrated on the sarly land grants the first being to Captain
John Townson in 1810 who received 1950 acres, Alexander Brodie Sparik:
headed the prominent residents of the district mentioncd, !Mr. Spark built .
Tempc House which is the oldest surviving residence in the area., Other people
mentioned included the Hon., Thomas liolt; Thomas Saywell and Sir Joseph
Carruthers, Mr. Sinclair went on to cover the early settlements in the area,
the main roads including the Illawarra Road which was started in 1831 and
completed in 1843, and the St, George Cottage Hospital which was opened in 1894.
He completed his lecture with gas illumination in the 1290fs,

This lecture was enthusiastically received by all present and his
interecating sidlights on the history of the arca were much cnjoyed,
Mr, Sinclair has kindly consentcd to prepare notes of his talk so that a
Monograph can be duplicated and circulated to all members.
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The following is a continuation of the extract, started in
the December 1970 Newsletter, taken from The Sydney Echo
of the 16th October, 1890, The extract is reprinted from
the Bulletin of the St, George Historical Society by kind
permission of that Socisty.

KOGARAH 1890

The Oldest Hotel
in the district was Prendergast!s Inn, on the Rocky Point Road, It has
been closed for some 27 years. About the same time the Gardensrs! Arms
was opened by Mr, Charles Brown, It has been conducted for many years
by the present proprietor, Mr, Thomas Beavers, The Kogarah Hotel was
built about 11 years ago on land purchased by Mr, Edmund English some
40 years ago from Mr, McNab. It has been conducted up to the present
time by Mr, James Znglish, The Sea Breeze Hotel was built by the late
Mr, John Emerson at Tom Ugly's Point (Woniora), some 14 or 15 years ago,
and was conducted by him up to the time of his death, It was afterwards
kept ty Mr, Nat Thompson, the well knovn cricketer, The present
proprietor is Mr, William S, Matterson (the father of Neil Matterson, the
well known sculler). Tom Ugly's Point was nemed, it is said, froir an
aboriginal called Tormy, who had only one leg, and who in the aboriginal
nomensature was called "Waggerly" Tom (waggerly being the native names for
a lame animal)., Later on he was called Tom Waggerly which was finally
changed to "Tom Ugly'., Tom Ugly's has for many years been a favourite
place of resort on holidays, It is from this point that the punt crosses
the Georges River, so that it is on the main road to the South Coast districte,
The only other hotel in Kogarah was erected some five years ago by
Mr, Jo Parker, The Railway Parade Hotel was purchased by Mr., William Stroud
beforec it was finished; and it was opened shortly afterwards. It occupies
a good position close to the Kogarah railway station, and with the exception
of an interval of about sisx months, has been conducted up to the present
time by lr, Stroud, who with his family landed in Australia, from London,
only a few months beforc he opened thec hotel, Like most of the suburbs
round Sydney, Kogaran and Zockdale have suffered severely from

The Want of Cood Roads
and the consequent want of meanc of communication with the city. In early
times the residents were compelled to head Woolli Creek and Cooks River,
and to get to Sydney by way of Canterbury or Enficld, and thence on to the
Parramatta or Liverpool Roads., Even by taking this roundabout way it
was very difficult to get through the bush with vehicles, and most of the
carriagec was done by means of pack-horses, An occupant of Sans Souci or
Rocky Point House who cstatlished a still, carried the liquor he manufactured
in kegs slung one on each side of a pack-horse, and covered with bags,
rushes, etce The Rocky Point Road is said to have been first cleared by
order of Governor Gipps, Sir George seems to have taken a deep interest in
the morals of the sctilers. He frequently attended service at St, Peter's
Church, and one day, when he met Mr, Robert Cooper, of Rocky Point Ibuse,
ke gaid, "How is it I've not scen you at church recently! " Mr. Cooper
explained that it was almost impossible to get tiwough the scrut, "Pooh"
retwrnecd Sir Georgec, "that is no excuse. Here, take this order and get
somc men from the stockade to clcar a track; and don't let me have to
complain of your absence again." The consequence ol this action on the part
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of his Excellency was that a track was cleared from the Cooks River Dam

to Rocky Point to enable lr. Cooper and his family to go to church, For
many years the road was a mere tush track, and in some places it was
impassable for vehicles, At the ridge known as Cobbler's Pinch, carts,
gigs, etc., had to skirt the ridge, and wind in and out among the rocks and
gserub for a mile or two until the obstruction was passed.

The First to Cross The Ridgs
with a vehicle is said to have been lMr, Berghofer, who went out to take

possession of his farm with a German waggon and four horses about 28 years
ago, It was impossible to follow the winding of a track round the ridge
with such a team, and therefore kr, Berghofer boldly attacked the ridge,
and crossed it successfully, only to capsize his waggon in a hole in the
road further on. From this it would eppear that the much dreaded pinch
was not much worse than the road, It was about this time that

The First Road Trust
was formed under the Parish Roads Act (4 Victoria, No,12), passed by the
Governor—in-Council in 1820, This Act was an improvement on the original
Act (6 Villiam IV, Nol1) passed in 1835, It provided that trustees might
be elected for three years, and that these trustees should have power to
erect tollbars, and levy tolls. It also provided that a rate not exceeding
6d, per acre might be struck on all lands within three miles of the road.
The permiscsive principle appears to have been the bane of legislation in
New South Wales from the first estakblishment of local government in the
colony., The Parish Roads Act night have formed a good basis for a more
complecte local government measure, but for the fact that all its provision
depended on the word “may" instead of "shall", The legislators cdo not
appear to have realised that laws should te made to be enforced, therc being
otherwise a danger of them proving uselesss; and too many of the laws of
New South Wales have besn found useless when tried. The Parish Roads Act
was almost a2 dead--lctter,

The Rocky Point Road Trust
vwhich was almost the only one in the colony which attempted to carry out
the provisions of the Act, found that the rate of 6d. per acrc could not be
enforced, as the Act provided no mecans to compel defaulters to pay. The
want of roads in the district, however, was so great that the majority of
the residents in Kogarah and Rockdale did not raise any dispute against
the rate which they might have done had they taken legel ovinion as to the
worcding of the Act; and, therefore, this Act remained in force in this
district long after the levy of rates by similar trusts elsevherc had been
abandoned, The first road trust consistcd of liessrs. J.B. Carroll (Chairman),
Patrick Hoore, J, Morse, Williem Bechag, and James Beehag, with lMr. J.A. South
as secretary, The first Government vote for the road was dated May 20, 1864,
and was for 260, DBefore this was given, however, a toll had been zstablished
by the trustees necar the Cooks River Dam, and the money collected had been
expended principally in cutting down and levelling the huge rocks on the top
of Cottlerts Pinch, and in building a bridge over Muddy Creek, This bridge
was opened on February 20, 1862, It was composed of large logs with snaller
logs or saplings laid across and covered with earth and stones, A road
comnittee had also been formed in connection with

Kogarah Road
Which branched off the Rocky Point Road near Prendergast's Inn, and ran to
the punt at Tom Ugly's Point, The Committec consisted of ifessrs, !iathew Carroll,
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Patrick 1oore, and Joseph Clark, and the first Govermment votec of £235 for
making and repairing the road was grunted on Octobter 3, 1860, In 1869 a
dispute arose between the Roclky Point Road trust and the residents along

the Forest Road, who claimed £100 from the toll receipts for making their
road, The recidents on the iiuddy Oreck Road, not to be outdone, claimed

£50 for their road, and, as the trusteec could not see their way to divert
these large sums of moncy from the use for which they had bteen collected, the
dispute wazed warm, and resulted in the toll bteing closed by lir, William Forster
(inister of Lands in the fifth Cowper linistry). The toll bar was shortly
aftervards reopencd on the Roclky Point load, south of thc Pinch, or ncaxr vherec
Spring Strect, lockdale, now joins the mcin road. The trust was abolished in
1876, thc last trustees having been liessrs, J.B. Jarroll, Joseph Twics,

Thonag ilascord, Jumes Hickey, and illisrm Bush., Ir, Saauel Schofield served
thrce years on the trust, and other gentlemen werc clected and served for
longer or shorter tems., Ir, J.B. Carroll was also one of the trusteces for
the road from the southcrn side of Georges River to Bottle Forest.

Thg Tirst Punt
over Georrzs dver was a niserablc affair, worked by a coir rope, the passengers
having frequently to wind themsclvcs over. There was plenty of tralfic, as
iir, Thomas Holt had some hundreds o:x men at work on his private property, wnich
is now lmovm as the Holt--Sutherlend cstete. These ien were eaployed in
building the house, clearins and leying out the grounds, foraing oycter teds
alonz the Ceorges River, and doing other work. It is said that iw, lolt
expended somcthing like £64,000 in improving the sstatc, 4 los tridge in
conncetion with the oyster beds may still ke scen sticteiiing across the wouth
of Cauwlzsr's Bay, wihich is now part of the private property of ixe F.S.E. Ilolt, J.I.
and is on the south sidc of Ceorges Ndver. The men from these works irequently
crosse! over the punt, and spent their money freely in Kogarah., Aftc e tiie
the coir ropc was replizced Ly a wirc once, and then the old punt gave uay to

A Stean Punt
which ic still at worlk, A great deal of work was donz in tho district,
The najority of the londoumers had market gordens or fruvdit ovenards and
orangcrics, The tinmber tradc, too, was cxtcnsive, and may lo.dz of chins'
Iknees and ribs vere carted into Sydncy from the Kogarzi buch,  The trade in
Lirewooq was also very large., Some 30 years ago -re Callaghen built two
schooncrs on the shorcs of Townson's Bay. One oi theu: was 60 tons bwurden, and
the other 30 tona. Iifessrs, Kyle and (erriman also built several craft on their
land, and ix, Thonpson constructed some vessels on the Towmson estate.  Some
yearc ago i, F../. Hudsonn crected 2 sawmill, tut the Government relfuced to
allow [r, J.B. Carroll to cut a canal through ths low-lyins mortion of nis land
and the mud flats skirting the head of Kogarah Bay, and the worls arc at a
standstill,  The reason of the rcfuczl is believed to be thct the Government ddc
not wish to alicneie the fercchores; bubt it is urged thot all public rightc
ought to have been conscrved without preventing the works. The Illavarre and
South Coust railway was opensd through the district in October 1084, ond on the
2Tt of the samc wonth « petition signed by 52 of the rcszidentz, praying that their

Locality, »dgint ke Incorporated
under the nmac of tihve Dorousl of Kogarch, was gazctted. 1ie boundaries wcre
Iroi Ceorges Mver along the roilwsy line to wherc the line crogces the Forest
Road Leotueen the locicdadls ond Arneliric railwey stotiong, ond thense 'y the
boundaxy of ‘lest Botany te Lady .obinson's Beach, and by the shorcc oi Sotany
Bay ond Georges wdver, to the point of commenccacnt. The popul tion was
cctimatel at 1100, and the arca at six milcs. A4 supolazentory petition, signed
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by 66 residents was published on Janucry 20, 1885, and on the asme day a counter
petition was gazetted, sigred by 159 persons, who werc of opinion that the
population had hecn considcrakly over—cstimated, and thc toundaries not fairly

or equitably adjusted, and who said that at a public mceting held at lir. Beaver's
Gardecnere! Arms, & rcsolution had been affirmcd that it would be adviseble to
wait for the pascing of the Local Government Act beforc incorporating the district.
on the 15th July, 1835, a new petition, signcd ty 300 persons, praying for thc
incorporation of the district, was gazectted; but in the meantime all that portion
of land lying ecas®t of the locky Point Road, and including the Rockdale railway
gtation, had Leen united to West Botany, and the name oi the municipality

changed to Nockdalc.

Zhe Incorporation of Kogarsh
was gazctted on 22nd December, 1085, and lire Henry Wisc was appointed the first
returning oificer, The first election took place on the 27th Fcbruary, 1886,
at the Gardencrs' Arms Hotel, when the follcwing aldgrizen were elccted:; iiessrs.
Joln Dartholonew Carroll, Patricl:z Englich, Daniel Joseph Treacy, Edward Hogben
ijylce iicRae, John liurphy, John ALraham South, Frederick William Ziden, and
Eduard Blake., iir, jiogben was elccted first Mayor, «nd at the following mceting
ifr, Jarroll handed in his recignation, his place being f£illed by ir. ¥.:’. Hudson.
The Council held its first msetings at the Gardcners' Amms, and then found
accomodation at the Kogarah railway station until the School of Arts tuilcding
was finished, when rooms werc rented there., The arca is estimsted ab 5+ sq. milcs.
The pcpulation at the date of the incorporation was akout 100C, the mu:iber of
houses 175, end the rovenue for the first yecar about 21500, For thc current
yeaxr the populstion ic cstinated at 3500, the nunmber of houscs at 550, and the
rcvcnul at about £5000, There arc in the borecugh about 10 nilcs of reads made
and ballasted, and ssout 37 milss uwnmade.  ilear the reilwey station, wicre the
houscc arc twilt closcly together, the footpatiis hove beoen lcerted and juttercd,
and in comc laces anphaltsd, Ouing to the gravelly ncture ol the sround the
roacdc gonerally are in good order for traifie,

the inglicen, tihe Mouen Caticlic, the Uonjrezationsl, the lUecdlsyan, <né the
Striet Daptish Jhawel; thrse Putlic cebools (ab Hogerw:, Zlokshurst, and
Sans 3ouci), the fomian Jatholic school, and iarz, Payn'. ladiect collegz at
Kogaruh, lirs, .dehards! ladics! schwol, iontgcuery Sireel, ol rirs, “ilsons
ladics' schocl at Carlion, tesides conc smaller schools, The hotels are the
Railvay Porade, the Rogarsh, tic Gordeners! Amis, and the Sea Brecze. The
nuncer oL business placce is about 40. Onc of

The Pripcipel Industiics
is the Hurstville Brick Company'c works, witl: three nachines, a 40 h.p. Loiler
and other machinery, valued altogether at about 25000, five lilng, which

turn out at the present time about 20,000 bricks daily, while the copacity is
about doublc that numker, ‘the direclors arc ilsssrs, & Godfrey, Doust, Judd and
Eduards. There arc about 25 moriiet gardeners, 1 nurccry, 1 timber—-yaxd and
sawaill, 1 trass foundry, 14 dairies, and 1 ironworlk, besicdes the usual cnaller
works., ‘There is a livery stable, whencc coaches are run deily to Port Hacking,
via the punt at Ton Ugly's. The prescnt council consistsc of Aldermian Peter
Herrmann (iyov), Hunter iiacpherson, therles If, Halstead, John 3. Carroll,

Jance Iatfield, A.0. Butler, J. Leccy, J.S. South, ond J.r. Wrexcy. ihe fLirst
Sowncil-Cleri: was ir. oF. Vogzl, and the present one ic rir, S..0. oayers.

"Hogarah is an aborigin:i word meaning "a pl.ccc of rushes®
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