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Cur Annual ZFeneral Meetin: will be

floor o the Civic Centre, Belarpve
13th lMarch 1975, Reportc and Fina
Oifice Bearers and Committees for 1

Then you will see a colour-film cal
beauty of the Hebridean Islands whi
splendour of the rest of 8cotland,

St. Columba'’s Isle and to Sta’fa wh
-= but what am I saying? Come and

held in the Exhibition Lounge on the second
Street, Xozarah, at & p.m. on Thursday,
ncial Statements will be presented and the
875 elected.

led "Enchanted Isles". It depicts the

ch ic outstandine even among the scenic
Starting at Oban, vell cross to Iona,

exc Fingals Cave is found anong unique
sece it for yourself!

The ladies on Zupper Roster are lire, Buchanan and lrs. Holmes.

———

SUBCCRIPTICHD,
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The rate of postage on cach Newsletter is now $1,08 per annum, Experience

has shovn that each year a few memb
although we have continued to nost
only resulted in a loss, This is

ers fail to pay their subscriptions and
their Newsletter for sone months, this has
a reminder to any who have not paid their

1975 subscription to please do so now,

Ordinary lMemhors
Etudents & Pensio

21,50
ners %1.00

The subscriptions of nenbers vho join in October, llovember and Decemnber are
p J ] .

current until 31st December in the
MANAGELRENT COMMITTERR,

following year,

Members elected to the llanagement Committec arc kincly asked to note that

meetings are held at Carss Cottage
in cach month.

THAIKS !

Once again we say a cincere "thank

Museum at 7.30 p.n, on the last Tuesday

you" to our three Hon, Concultants -

[ir, Peter Orlovich, Mr, A. I, Brewer and Mr, W, Foster, The fact that thoy
are availuble, should the reed arise, gives ne a feeling of confidence.
Mr., Orlovich will also be one of our cpeakers later in the year and La, Brewer

has promised us an article for the

Newsletter,

——=000— =~

THE HUNTER VALIRY TOUR.

Leaving the Civic Centre we started of: in drizzling rain and arrived at The

Cakes in good time for norning tea,
Here we learned that in 1844 acoroe

Peat inausurated a eormunicating bridle

track from Pearces Corner (near Hornsby) to Zreoklyn and 7ron looney to Calza,
The first overland route fron Sydney an¢ the HMunter River hrea was constructcd

in 1830 by more than 3000 convicts,
George Peat was the son of Charles
Jic was born in 1792 and died in 137
Cemetery,

and 4nn Peat who were aboard the first flecet.
O aged 7C years. He is buried in Rookwood

The country side after the heavy rain wac so beautiful and ~pgen, showing littlc

sign o the fierce bush fires that
says "Thank you™ quicker than the o
badly nceded, To the Hunter Jalley
from the ckies,

Liilter coffee, milk shakes, ‘Ice Crea

occured tinere a short while ago, NNothing
arth for the rain that falilg when it is oo
people it nust have scemed like zold dropuin:

ne ete, we were off azain to sample the wineco

at Hapouy Valley and to partake of an excellent luncheon. liore wine tasting in

the Cellar, then the decision of wh
Coach agzain, well set For the Coffe

£}

at wines to buy, and finally all back in the
¢ Break at the Gosford Leazsues Club,

e —




Torc the art of how to pull the handle on a poker machine wasd well demonstrated
— +then time to start olf for hone. It was an cnjoyable day, weather ideal
for travelling, a courtcous driver, confortable ailr conditioned coach, and
pleasant companions. Cur thanis to all who helped to maie the day ocuch &
suUCCesS, '
Ls =z result of this pleasant outin~ your Cociety henefited to the extent oL
£98.C0,

Gylvia Kelly

Gocial Zecretary.

——O0=——

PROSIDENT'C AEPoRT.

Tor ocur Gocicty another year draws to a cloge, with our Annual Meeting being
held next weell. I would hope ac many of ouxr nmembers as possible are able to
attend, so thot a wvide repraesentation may be obtained in the selection of our

ofvicers for the next year.

The Society has continued to grow in strength with additional members and
a grecter participation in activities throughout the year.

To be alive and active the Cociety must Zfunction in many arcas. without the
onthusiacm and support of our nerbers and friends our functions throughout
the year .would not have been the great success they have been., our Hicetings
would be lacking without the wide variety of speakers we have been fortunate
in obtaining. Without our contributers, our Newsletter would not have had
the szne interest.  Without the dorations cf articles and the support of
our visitors our Museun would not have the popularity it now receives. o

[11 these iacots of our activities contribute to the effectivenens of the
wholc.

In no less a degree the various pnoitions within our 3ociety centribute to the
oi{fcctivenecs of the Jociety as a whole, Qur office bearerc, our conveners
our Cormittee nemberc all are cosential to the eilectivenest of the Bociety

as a wvhole. ' .

The work donec by these members in the past 12 months has becn the reason way
our socicty has achieved so much . Things juot don't happen. 4 pgreat deal
of thought, preparation and cffort are involved in the succescful results
that have becn achieved., The Zociety has been very lucky to have had the
sorvices of such an active and enthusiastic teanm of oificers. I would like
to take this opportunity of thankinz these officerc and nerbors o7 the dociety
for their ascistance and support through the oast year.lt has made my duties
so wmery ruch easier.

The next ycar presentsc now challenzes, There is still a great deal to be done
in our efforts to record the district's history.

Carss! Cottage is emerging 2s a really worthwhile part of the cormunity ac
morc and more pecple become aware of its existance and value. Ve nced tc bring
a rreater awareness cf our history to the comgunity, particularly to the

achool children, for throuch then we reach each family. With this in mind

we hope that the intention to have the Museum opcin for o week in Zpril will
encourage many people to take ndvantage of the opportunity to visit the

cottase, cee the results of our work and hopefully, gain a greater appreciation
of the life, efforts and activities of ocur pioneerc, '

Lpain may 1 thank all members for their cupport, for this hac made my tack very
pleasant, I feel sure that the best years of the society are yet to come,

J. Venecs,
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L USEUM ROOTER. (If date is inconvenient, please ring 57-59401,

liarch  16th — lMrs. o . HcYnie and lMigs . Toley
$Y 23rd - Mrs., J. Jamco and Miss D. LicLean
e 30th — lrs. G. Johns and lixs. G. Taylor
Lprid 6th —— MNrs. S, Jelly and Mrc, B, licllroy
= 13th -- lir, and lrs. E. Schweikert
" 20th — DMr. and lirs. R, HJolnucs

Baster Monday - 28th liarch - Volunteers please ring 57-5940,
4000000000

NOMIIV.TIQNS #OR OWFICE,

We had hoped to have had a number of nominations for the 1975 Cormidtecs to
present in tiis llowslotter but apparently the idea 1idn't "catch on" and not
sufficient were rcceived to warrant the icsue of a list.

Our object was to give menbers nominated more timc to congider whether or not
they can attend mectings and to dissuade any who can not from accepting a
nomination. But perhaps this note will be accepted as a gentle hint!

....000....

LIBRGRY REPORT.

The following publications were received during the last month =

*  November 1974 issue of Xalori (Journal of the Muscéunms Asscdciation of

Lustralia). This publication covers a comprehensive range of topics, from
investigating technical problens faced by Museuns of all Ikinds, to rcports
on displays and work being carried out by the tuseun Movement in /ustralia,

* Tebruary 1975 issue of the Rogal sustralian Jigtorical Society's Newsletter,
in this issue is a report on the New South Wales Covernmentfc plan for protecting
and preserving the historical heritage of the Gtate. This major initiative was
announced by the Mirister for Planning and Snvironment, the fon. Sir John Fuller,
fieL.C., Oon 22nd January, 1975. ' o

He reported that it had been decided £o establish an Historic Building and sites
Ldvigory Cormittce (on which the RulieifeDs i8 to be reprecent=d) to idontify and
preparc o list of builtinrs, structures and sites of historic and architectural
merit, and to advise the Jovernment on methods of preservation and maintenancoe
The Precident of the:Rei.1.0., the fon. Mr., Juctice R, 3lse~Mitchell, commendaed
the plans. Ie stated that the Society had always recognized that it may not Lo
poggible to precerve all buildings and it would nof be reasonaile to expect. that
public funds should be zllocated to acquire every building having claims to
historic recogmition wher. thore are so many sther demands on available finance.
Hdence the preparation of a selective list of buildings most meriting preservation
is a necessary ctep to-a sound policy of historic preservation,

Other articles in this Newsletter jncludes "The Stars as our Early Colonistc

3aw Them" by 7. /4. Bclizir and "Bush Pregcure Cookers" by W.Z. Frost.

— @
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* Turut and District Cesqui-~Centenary Gouvenir programme. This publication
has been presentced to our Gocicty's Library by lir. and Mrs., J. Lean.

This ic a very well=presented and well=-illustrated book on the story of Turmt,
Bvery facet of the town, and. surroundin;; areas social, political and econonic
history has becn researched and co-ordinated ints a very readable book.

Colleen licEwen,




MUSBULL COMAITTED REPORT.

Reviewing the pact year, many events and activities relating to "Carss Cottage"
come to mind, There have been some achievements, and a number of projects are
well in hand at the present time,

The Museum collection has grown considerably inm content znd variety, and the
scope for display and research has widened accordingly.

Lin additional area for display and storage, was provided by our "General Gtore",
constructed and set-up carly in 1974,

The larzce wall cabinet, designed to accommodate library, reference bocks,
documents nnd photographs, etc., has zreatly facilitated the systematic and
safe housing of these valuable assets, Huch effort has gone into this work
in recent months,

The Stamp Display, provided by the 8t, CGeorge Philatelic Cociety on the theme
"Captain Cook's Voyages" has held the interest of young and old visitors, and
the publicity given to this exhibit in several widely circulated philatelic
magazines, indirectly provided a little advertising for "Carss Cottage".

During the year, Xogarah Council nade available to the Geciety, an area for
storare at the Xogarah Civic Centre and also donated a bookease Zor use in the
Luseun:,

4L hishlight for the Society was Channel Ten's televigsion programme on Gunday
2nd June. "Bye Yitness News" reporter, Warwick Ranken precented n» chort
docunentary, filmed at Carss Cottage and including an interview with our
Present, lir, J, Veneso, Many visitors in following weeks merntioned the 3il:
as the reasen they had come to see the FMuscum ond its pleasant surroundings.,
In addition to the regular openings on Sundays and Public Holidays, in 1974

we have had many special arrangements, for inspections by appointment.

Groups of school children, accompanied by their teachers, have come from many
local schools, and neighbouring districts, 4 number of cutings organised Dby
various ascociations have included a visit to "Carss Cottage'.

Lmonz these werce groups  from the 2ankstown Historical Oociety, The Internationni
Ikebanas Conference, :held in Sydney, and the Junior CGroup of the National’

Trust of fLustralia (M,C.W,) Thesce were the largest groupns, with one hundred
an? twenty pecple on the Ilationzl Truct's tour, Other organisatioans have heid
picnics at Carcz Park and arranged for the cottaze to be opened for o short
tine.

et

Very complimentary corments have been macde by visitors, wi reference to both

the Museunm exhibits and /x>t Centre displays.

Gales firures for the Ifuseun and firt Centre, will be scen in the Treasurer's
Tinancial Ctatement for the' year ending 31lst January 10785,

"Involverient with the Museun adds much interest to membership of the Zociety”
is 2 remark nmade by many of our attondants, and the number of people who have
expressed a wish to give voluntary service to the maintenance, and rumning of
the Muscum, has becen most gratifying,

The Mugseunn Committee would like to thank everyone vhe has contributed in any
way to the successful functioning of "Carss Cottage" during the past year, 2o
a Imseum and irt Centre, a place where people can Tind quiet enjoyment,
relaxation in nleasant surroundinss; and learn, or recall, something about the
carly days of cur district.

Gwen Ican

Convener,



THE JOLLY ROVERS SOCIAL CLUB - 1922-1947.

by V. S. Smith.

Could you, in this year of 1975, imagine yourself regularly attending a
social club each fortnight and being eagerly accompanied by your children
and their grandparents? Perhaps not. Yet, fifty years ago, you might have
been doing just that if you had been fortunate enough to have been one of
the ninety members of The Jolly Rovers Social Club - many of whomhad waited
up to three years for the privilege of membership. Or you might have been
one of the twenty whose nar. - ‘vere on the Waiting List and thus entitled to
attend socials. But, not so good, you may only have been enrolled on the
"List of people waiting to get on the Vaiting List" - and be one who was
hopefully waiting for an unlikely vacancy!

And, in those far-away days, if YOU were waiting, your family would have

been waiting with you. Teenagers had not yet become aware that they had
absolutely nothing to do - and did not clearly understand that they should
have been provided with a motor-bike just like the other kids. Nobody had
yet told them they vere bored, and in their ignorance they had not even heard
of the "generation gap". Consequently, not knowing any better, they thorou li-
ly enjoyed themseclves in the company of their parents, and oft-tinmes, their
grandparents.

Dancing was a reall, popular form of recrcation fifty years ago - in the
ycars before we had learnt of the pleasures of "wireless", talkies and T-Y.
There were many social clubs in the Kogarah district and also a number of
suitable halls in the tcunship in which dances were held. There were two
Masonic Halls in Montgomery Street, Brett's Hall opposite present-day
Flemings in Derby Street, the Rechabites Hall in Ocean Street and the Kogarai
School of Arts lall in Queen's Avenue.

it that time my home was in Barton Street (then called Villa Street) and
many of my neighbours enjoyed dancing but were prevented fronm attending
because their young children were not welcome at socials.. So we callcd a
neeting of residcnts end decided to form a social club "for the residents
of Villa Street and their friends". Children, of course, would be very
welcome., We did not tzke the question of a name very seriously and when
someone suggested The Jolly Rovers Social Club, that was adopted - with

a laugh! I was elccted the Honorary Secretary and rctained that position
throughout the long life of the Club.

The subscription, which remained unaltered for the whole twenty-six years,
was fixed at two shillings for lady and gentleman and the lady was asked
to bring a platc of light refreshments. There was no charge for children.

For the first few ycars we held socials in the Rechabites Hall but as our
nunbers increased we noved to the Kogarah School of Arts Hall vhich was
larger and engaged it for sixteen socials cach year.

The pleasant music supplied by our orchestra did not comprise the crash-
bang-wallop of so many present-day dance bands, nor was it magnified by a
30-watt amplifier turned up to maxirum volume. The unanmplified sound was
sufficient for those vho were dancing and did not drown the conversation
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of others in the hall. You could easily describe the finer points of your
operation without raising your voice. tigny who were elderly were quitc
content to sit and listen to the rmusic and to be entertained by the numerous
novelty itenms included in the programme.

The programme was SO arranged "that you nay bring your grandparents and
your grandchildren, and there'll be something for everyone". The ages of
those present ranged fron a fow weeks to over eighty years. "y own two
daughters, in turn, werec carried along in a clothes-basket and slept
soundly, with other babies, in thc supper rooil.

For children who were not old enough to participate in the adult programneE,
there were always two dances and a gane. There were also games such as
snakes-and-ladders, ludo, draughts and a supply of comic papers.

The managenent of the Club was vested in a Committee of about fifteen
members who net (mostly in oy home) on a night ten days prior to ecash social.
The nain outline for the next social would have long since been dccided and
much of the material to be used as decorations would already have becn
prepared. But final plans would be made and the dance prograrmae cenpleted
Tdeas and sug,estions for future socials would be considered ané attractive
nares for socials noted in our njdeas book" for use in the following year.
These, and suggestions for decorations, short stage items etc. would be
carefully noted and when the date of a particular social arrived, all but
the last-ninute details would alrcady have been decided.

Gradually we found that the Committee comprised those nembers who liked to
entertain while the "ordinary" members were those who liked to be entertained.
This, of course, proved to bc an ideal situation!

“hile cach social had a more or less standard dance Prograrme, the dances
were intersversed with itens, stunts and short stage presentations. Often
the nature of these was suggested by the title of the social. Onc handy
source of naterial was the radio shows of Jack Davey, long remembered for
his quickness of mind and humour. Particularly funny incidents in his
progranmncs were noted in our book and incorporated, with variations, in
our socials in future years.

%e noticed that in Jack Davey shows, sometines a very clever act would fall
flat because the person selected from his audience to take part was eithcr
too slow-thinking or one who thought of himself as being very smart, and
spoilt the show. ve very successfully avoided this problem. Lt sone
socials wc asked cach member to wear a tickat bearing a number "so that all
would have a chance of winning a prize". Then, unbeknown to members, only
the numbers worn by the persons we had sclected to take part in an act would
pe placcd in a hat (in those days every man wore onc!) and "to cnsure that
all was quite fair" a small child was asked to draw then out. For nany
years this harmlcss deception was adopted in order to secure the pcople we
thought would be the most suitable and entertaining.

In like nenner, sometimes the numbers of well-rehearsed committee nembers
would be similarly drawn. For example, in one pregramne Jack Davcy had an
iten in vhich a competitor gave his name and, while Davey was naking up a
limerick containing such name, shillings fell at a fairly fast rate and be
given as a prize. The longer it took for Davey to compose the limcrick,
the greater the amount of the prize. Over a period we made a notc of sone
very funny limericks which rhymed with the nanes of people on our commnittce.
A couple of years later, when the radio show was forgotten, the itcn was
included in a social and the numbers worn by rehearsed cormnittee members
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werc "fairly" drawn from a hat. Iveryonc then heard our blindfolded M.C.
"cleverly" make up funny limcricks, without even seeing the conpctitors,

with just the right amount of hesitation to make it sound genuine. In a
couple of instances, where we found that a particularly funny limerick did
not rhyme with the name of a committeeman, a lady on the committee pretendcd
to give her maiden neme "just to trick the M.C.", who, of course, promptly
"made up" the limerick which had actually been saved for couple of ycars for
this occasion and amidst roars of laughter he "earned" a wonderful reputation
among the ordinary nembers.

The ordinary members ncver suspected the trouble that was taken with the
planning and rehearsals so that somc particular quiz or stunt - seemingly
thought out on the spot - would be carried out, apparently spontaneously,
by our "clever" M.C. He VAS clever, too - as a good actor! The menmbers
never suspected this and we enjoyed hearing their expressions of amazement
concerning his "skills".

Ve found that one of our members, unbeknown to others, was a juggler. Some
years before he had appearcd in a circus. A4t a social, during sone carefully
rehearsed patter, the M.C., in an appzrently boastful manner, claimed that
he could hypnotize any person in the audience. Comnitteemen encouraged the
members to insist that he demonstrate his ebility and in due course a snall
child drew from a hat thc only number it contained - one identical with that
worn by the juggler. Despitc the fact that the M.C. had now apparently gone
cold on the idea and appeared very unwilling to continue, the juggler was

led to the stage and members gathered around obviously ready to see the M.C.
have a failure. But he quickly nade mysterious passes with his hands and

the juggler assumed a far-away look. A committeeman now produced threce
plates and suggested that the M.C. give the order to juggle. This he did.

Up to this point members had becn laughing and joking but suddenly there was
complete silence as the plates were twirled through the air in a truly
brilliant performance. Mcmbers were astounded! Onc was heard to say "I woul”
never have believed it if I hadn't seen it with my own eyes". .nd that is how
nenbers found that our M.C., in addition to his other skills, was a hypnotist.

In those days, many peoplc attending dances were looking for a change. They
would join a particular social club because they were seeking something
different from that to which they had been accus*omed. After a short tine
they tired of the lack of variety and zgain moved on. Our Comnittee was
aware of this discontentment and realized that something more than a nere
dance programme was required. Consequently, we took pains to sclect attract-
ive,bright titles for our socials and were constantly on the look-out for
novelties and ideas which would make them different - and bettcr.

Geisha silk was then only sixpence (5¢) per yard and was excellent to usc
in the meking of fancy dress costumcs which, in conjunction with elaborate
schenes for dccoration of the hall, allowed us to have some very attractive
socials.

On "i Night in a Haunted House", in addition to other weird effects, there
were periods of intense darknecss, during which two luminous skeletons danced.
One had false feet fixed about twelve inches above the floor and he appearcd
to float through the air. Iic also had a detachable head which he would remove
and toss to his partner.

it "A Night in Japan" (with foncy dress) the hall was extensively decorated
with peach blossom and was 1lit with Japanese lanterns. There was fancy dress
and a very funny "bull-fight" at "i Night in Spain". 4t "A Night on the
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Ocean wave" members cntered the hall by ncans of a very wobbly gangplank anc
were welcomed by the M.C., aressed as Comraider of the s.s. Flytox. The
hall was dccorated with signal flags and wnbers wore costunes of the 'ports
of call', for which prizes werc awarded by Fzther Neptune.

Very attractive dccorations were used at ". Wight on a Tropic Isle" at which
'pirates', with the aid of a largc mapd, stepped out distances and found
burieé treasure. i previously un-noticcd trepdoor in the dance floor was
wrenched open and two piratcs descended into the depths, returning with &
large iron chest. Removing white bones of a skeleton from its 1id, it was
opened and, with shouts of "treasurel', brightly silvered halfpennies werc
scattcred and eagerly rushed by nembers. Then, with cries of '“more trcasurc
a 'pirate' opened a wooden box he had concealced in his clothing and threw
about forty morc halfpennies which had been heated on the gas-stove. Thesc
cauns were far too hot to be picked up and thc antics of the puzzled members,
who found difficulty in associating heat with the thrown coins, was extrcacly
funny to behold. Lventually, the real trcasurc (prizes) in the chest was
distributed anong those the fancy costunes.

it our ".ayback Night" the hall was decorated with nany saplings and was lit
by hurricane lanps. There were bales of hay, crates of fowls, a scarcrow,
sheaves of wheat and a live kookaburra which laughed and laughed (a dcafening
sound in a hall). In the centre of the dance-floor there was a patch of
initation grass and dead lcaves over which, above & camp fire, a billy boiled
and in a dead trec , clithering around restlcssly, there was a very-ruch-
alive carpet snakc whosc name was said to be ‘'ilice’. nShe" had been hircd
for 3/6d from a pcet shop. Prizes for fency costunmes included butter, cg’s,
fruit, vegetables and 1ive fowls. 4 small clderly lady was lucky enough to
have her namc drawn from a hat and she won "alice". ©She was kindly allowcd
to donate her back to the Club.

On another occasion we found that an orchardist friend was about to dig out
forty orange trees. Ve persuaded hin to wait until the trees were bearing
in the following year and then included "i Night in an Orange Grove" and
collected the fully laden trees. Fron our dccorations around the hall, our
aembers were able to take home all thc oranges they could pick.

At "Our 300th Birthday Party", when we celcebrated our 300th Social, we had
an enorious threc-decker birthday cake, on wheols, which, in a blaze of
lights fron 300 candles, was drawn into t... darkencd hall by three little
girls dresscé as fairics. The two lower decks were realistically "iced"
with plastcr of paris, but the top deck was genuine and at the Party cach
member received a piece.

Linong the novelties at another 'party' on "ipril Fools' Night", held when

the date of a social happened to fall on 1st .pril, after ginilar genuine
articles were served, nmcmbers were induced to try lamingtons made of sponge-
rubber, liquorice all-sorts realistically madc of hard rubber, and crean horns
with cotton-wcll 1mmcrsed in the cream. They werce successfuliy caught with
each of these and then were actually incuced to struggle for soap-centred
chocolates! The M.C. was seemingly giving avay boxes of chocolates to winncrs
whose numbcrs were drawn fron a hat. In thc hat, unbeknown to menbers, WCrc
only four tickets with numbers identical with those proininently worn by tho
M.C. He 'won' thrce large boxes (which were dumnies) amidst cries of "unfair®,
"cheat", etc fron the Comnittec. Then he twon' a fourth box which he openca
and put the only square (gemuine) chocolate in his nouth. The committec




nenbers shoutcd tyush hin®™ and ran forward. 4s the ordinery ncmbers Joinco
in thc fun, the comaittec held back, with the result that, although the #.C.
appeared to struggle, members got all the rounc, soap-centred chocolates.

ifter only & fcw chews, soap bubbles appeared around their 1lips and "helpful”
conmaittec menbers called "Therc's water in thc kitchen'. Thosc victins vhe
rushed in, found twelve innoccnt-looking cut-glass tumblers on the sink. Theoo
were special 1aribble glasses' in which threc cuts went extra decp and right
through the glass SO that, however they wcre held, water mysteriously poured
down the drinker's chin. It secns almost incredible that nenbers could be

so caught, especially on tApril Fools' Night' but in this, and in nany other
viays, the innocent-looking teamwork of the coruiittee trapped then again and
agairi.

There was usually & CTOw . of onlookcrs pecring in the doonr of the Scheol of
iarts! fdall when Jolly Rover socials were held because some of the dccorative
schemes were quite spectacular. It somectincs happened that the threc provious
nights wecre occupied with the erection of deccorations or in rehearsing ite s
to be - ~forned on the stage.

One pleuzsisyg fornm of decoration I can renicnber was at a social which wc

callcd "Blosson Tine". The hall was cxtensively adorned with pranches of
fruit trees with paper flowers and a nost effective decoration was arranfct

in the centre of the dance floor. \c hirced an eight-foot diameter circular
pond with pird-bath and fountain rising from its centre. It was gset in the
niddle of the dance floor at about a foot above the floor in which thcre

was a small hole which was usually hidden by a dowel-stick pushed up frori
underncath. Through this secret hole clectric flex cane, on occasions, to
help creatc various effects. On this occasion it was to drive an clectric
~motor which caused a pump to scnd water through the fountain high into the aidr.
1t fell back into the bird-bath and overflowed into the pond. Swiming in tho
pond were large goldfish while flowering water-lillies added to its attract-
iveness. In an area around the pond we placed boxes of danmp sawdust which
werc covered with lengths of wire-netting over which we spread nats of
imitati~n grass. Lengths of stiff florists' wire were pushed through the =ots
and were kept upright by the sawdust. The hollow stems of dozens of real
daffodils were placed over the wircs and leaves of maiden-hair fern wcre
placed around the edge of the pond. This was novel and very beautiful.

smong dozens of other occasions, there vas "y Night under the Sea". For a
couplec of ycars we had saved jllustrated jokes dealing with divers, nernaids
and underwater wrecks. These wc enlarsed tc about half life-size and painted
them in colours. A4t that time the Netional Geographic Tlagazine contoined nany
coloured picturcs of underwater scencs of scawced, coral and fish and these Wwe
carefully copied and, with.the aid of 1ill-pinc, used as tacks, wc fixed chen
to the walls. Then, interspersed amons the coloured coral and rising scawccd
we fixed the cutout figures of neenaids and divers and placed the wording of
the jokes below in cutout paper letters.

In each clectric-light fitting was placed crushed pale-green cel-ephane and
this caused a streaky, grecn, under-vater effect on the walls. In the centre
»f the hall we had a 3-ton pile of sand on which reclined a full-sizc ncrazid.
nghe" was a wax display model with a tail nade from wire-netting, covered




with silvcr paper. Using a large shell for a nirror, she was combing her
long hair, whilc around her, in the sand, were live obsters.

Suspended from the roof of the hall hung large brilliantly coloured fish
and the whole cffect was viewed, as one cntered the hall, through the nesh
of a fishing nct, suspended across an arch, complete with glass-ball floats
and plaster fish.

The reader will have noticed that therc was no nced to leave the Jolly iwovers
in order to sccure a change of prograine, for cach social was different fro
the last. Consequentlys with nany new members wishing to Jjoin, and hardly
anyone wanting to rcsign, carly in the 1ife of the Club it becane necessary

to linit the mesbership to ninety and to have a Waiting List which was linited
to twenty. It usually took sbout three years to becone a nenber, SO in order
to cstablish soic order of priority, we also had a "list of people waiting

to get on the waiting list".

Unless a social was 1inited to members only, thosc whose nanaes werc on the
waiting list werc cntitled to attend.

The Club continucd to flourish right throughout thc war years and also
survived petrol—rationing and black-outs. Then disaster fell! After the

war ended Brett's Hall (in Derby Street) and the Royal Hell (in Andover Str.ct
Carlton) becanc factories and thc two Masonic Halls (in Montgomery Street)
were taken over by the Technical College. A Tenant in the Masonic lalls w28
the Manpower Department which moved to the Kogarah School of irts Hall whers
partitions we € crected and the hall was turned into offices. So w¢ found
ourselves homeless.

No suitablc hall then existed eand, although we continued for a while in the
Carlton School of arts, thet hall was booked practically cvery night during
the week and we were uneble to gain access for the purpose of arranging
decorations or rchearsals. S0 we regretfully went into recess after twenty-
six happy and successful years.

During thosc tuenty -six years, Sonc nembers had children vho srew up in the
Club, net and aarried other young people therein and thenselves had children
whonthey brought to the Club!

ind that is part of the long story of The Jolly Rovers Social Club - a Club
which I bclicve to have been unique.
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