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Our next meeting will be held at 8 p.m. on Thursday, 10th April on the
Second Floor of the Civic Centre, Belgrave Street, Kogarah.

Hr. A. Valsh will be our Guest Speaker and his subject will be "Edison
Gramophones, Music Boxes and intique Clocks". In addition to his talk,

he will provide an opportunity for all to ask questions if further inform-
ation is required about the subjects - and as he specializes in the repair
and restoration of similar articles at his Lntique Clock Repair Company at
22 Frederick Street, Rockdale, who is better equipped than he to give us
advice.

Mr. Valsh deals in Antique Clocks, Ldison Gramophones, Music Boxes and
rare automata and will bring some examples. If YOU have anything you
would care to show us - or about which you would like advice, «

you are invited to bring it.
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MONDAY, 2FfTH AFRIL TO SATURDAY, 3RD MAY

An Open Week has been arranged at the Museun
to enable the Public to take advantage of
extended viewing times to see the Cottage and
the story it tells of the past.

The programme for the week is as follows:- {

* londay 28th April to Friday 2nd lay, i

Open 2 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and ‘
6.30 to 9 p.m.

‘ * Saturday, 3rd May. SPECILL DiY FOR MEMBERS !

Open from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. with Afternoon

T u—

Tea being served from 2.30 to 3.30 p.m.

A number of members have already volunteered to
g0 on duty, BUT WE NEED MORE. If YOU could spare

a few hours far one or more norning, afternoon

B S —

or evening sessions, this would be appreciated.
Please contact
Colleen IMcEwen
587 2090

not later than
14th April
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT OF ANNUAL GENGRAL MEETING.

Our Annual General Meeting, held on 13th March, was well-attended and proved
to be a most enjoyable evening.

Mrs, K. Johns, our Hon, Treasurer, completed her first Year of office efficientl:r
and happily and her financial statement (which appears in this Newsletter),
clearly indicates a satisfactory result. Notice, for example, that income

over expenditure for the period of 13 months was $646 compared with 3354 for

the previous 12 months. The accounts have been audited by Ifr. Don. Sinclair, to
whom our thanks are extended,

The thanks which I conveyed to members of Committees were echoed by all members
when they unanimously re-elected to office all those whose efforts have undoubt-
ably led to our Society having had such a successful year.

The election of office bearers and comnittees was competently conducted by
Mr. Philip Geeves in the gracious nanner we have grown to expect from hin.
Mr. Geeves was co-opted at short notice and his services were appreciated.

The highlight of the evening was the conferring of life-membership of the Society
on one of our most untiring menbers, lir. Vince. Smith. Members unaninously
agreed to the conferring of the honour as a token of their appreciation of the
contributions he has made to the growth, effectiveness and enjoyment of. the
Society. The preparation of our Newsletter, articles and printing, the bookings
of Speakers for our Reetings and the films which provide such enjoynent - all

these are contributions which Vince Smith makes to the running of our Society.

I can think of no more deserving recipient for the life-menmbership than our
Senior Vice-President, Mr. V. Smith.

The business section of the evening proceeded smoothly and at its conclusion
we viewed two films and then partook of supper.
J. E. VENESS

President.
1975 Office Bearers and Committees.

President: Mr. J. E. Veness

Vice-Presidents: Mr. V. S. Smith & Mr. V. Y“right.

Hon. Secretary: Mrs. N. Butters.

Hon. Assist. Secretary: Mrs. L. Gilmour.

Hon. Treasurcr: Mrs. K. Johns.

Convener, Museun Con: Mrs. J. A. Lean.

Social Secretary: Hrs. S. Kelly,

Publications Officer: Mr. V. S. Smith.
Management Committee fuseun Committee., Social Conmittee
sbovementioned Officers Miss C. HcEwen. Ire. 8. Kelly
Mr. & HMrs. D. Burghart. Mr., & Mrs. J.i.Lean. Mrs. C. licEwen.
41d. & Mrs. K. Cavanough. Mr. W. Wright. Mrs. D. Burghart.
lrs. D. L. Hatton. rs. J. Lovatt
ire J. L. Lean lon. Auditor: Mrs. E. Thonpson.
iliss C. licEwen. ‘Ir. Don. Sinclair. Mrs., M. Fordham.
irs. 1I. Grieve Mrs, R. Diment.

Mr. R. lMitchell




Financial Statement for period 1. 1. 74 to 31. 1. 75,

Income. Expenditure.
Members' Subs. $ 243.50 Stationery o 295.31
Museum Admissions 682.25 . Bulk Postage 95.76
Jam Sales ‘ 336.86 P.M.G. (Telephone) 68.02
Book Sales 63.15 St.Geo. County Council 29.56
Raffles 185.93 HMaintenance Exes. 295.79
Tours 330.60 iuseun Exhibits 325.26
- Pottery Sales 242.50 Jams 270.71
Donations 17.70 Tours 271.00
Photos, Etchings, Cards. 29.90 Insurance 100. ;4
Paintings 83.10 Pottery. (Less Commission) 232.93
Street Stall 156.00 Social Activities 190. 3%
Grant 50.00 Bark Pictures 21.76
Barbecue 278.66 Sundries 90,91
Theatre Evenings 164.25 Projector Screen 374
President's Night 68,10 National Trust 6.30
Demonstration 130.00 useum Assoc. of Aust. 15.00
Sundries 8.22 Royal Aust. Historical Soc. 25.00
Bank Interest 16.93 St.George irt Society 29.75
Library 2:4.76
Petty Cash 15.5C
Income over Expenditure 646.08
$3,087.65 $3,087.65

Balance Sheet

Liabilities 7 Assets
Balance as at 31. 12. T3 395.78 Bank - Comwlth Savings Bank,
Income over Expenditure, ' CazzhinHﬁzng1lle 1’151'33
31. 1. 75 , 646.08 _
1,152.12
Less Unpresented cheques,
453359,65,66,67,69, 70. __119;§§
$1,041.86 $1,041.88
T L WIS T
IN ADDITION:
Deposit with St.George Building Society $800.00
Accrued Interest 79.67
©879.67

Audited and found Correct.
D. H. Sinclair G. Johns.
Hon. Auditor. Hon, Treasurer.




MUSEUM @PMMITIER REPORT,
w.--“——-—-—._-_.___'-h.—

March has been 2 busy month, with the.Anmualﬂﬁeneralhnbeting, elections and much
work being done at Carsst Cottage,

effort have gone into the planning research and preparation of the "Postal
Services" display which is how receiving the finishing touches, while work proceeds
on "Transport™ and the story of William Carss; his family and his estate,

The display of Stamps, arranged by the St George Philatelic Society at the -
Museum has been changed, and we now have on loan, a selection of Australian
Commemorative issues, depicting Awportant historical events, Mr, J. Gifford of
Kogarah has provided this exhibit,

We have received a number of articles, donated to the Museum collection recenfly.
These are listed lere, with our acknowledgement and thanks to all, for their
interest ang generosity,

8ilk, embroidered bookmarks, samplers, 2 tin type photo, and a child's slate have
been donated by lir, and Mrs, V. Emith,

A ruby glass Christnnlng Mg, engraved "W. Frost 1907" has been donated by Mrs.Aiken,
A hand-made Iron Ladle denated by Mr, Parker.
A lady's Black €11k Jacket donated by Mrs, K, Johns,

Photographs of 2 Bakery, Horses and Carts (on site of present Hurstville Bowling
Club) an old Kogarah School photo also an early photo of Tempe~Newtown 8occer
Club and a Chilg's Story Book were all received from Mr, Menday,

Mrs, A, Palmer gave a photo of Come Bridge while Mr, Stibbes loaned a number of

All the items mentioned are much appreciated,

prepared, for mornings, afternoons and evenings, up to Friday 2nd May, I'm sure you
willl enjoy it, -- See special notice in this Newsletter, i'lrz:3.13:0«21-01.;'hope;,rouwil1

Gwen Iﬁano

Museum Roster, \
Sunday April 6th - Mrs, 8, Kelly and mrs, E. Mellroy
b " 13th - Mr, and Mrs, E, Schweikert
" T 20th - Mr, and Mrs, R, Holmes
.. ~ " 27th bl Mr. a-nd. nﬁ'ﬂo J. Lean "
" May 4th - Mrs, A. McOnie and Misg M, Foley
" " 1lth - Mrs. D, Hatton and Mrs, M, Grieve
n "  18th - Mrs, G, Johns and Mrs, G, Taylor
" " 25th - wmr, and Mrs, R, Diment,
(Please phone 575940 as coon - prsaibla 22 acs. 4, irconvenient),
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LIBR&RY REPORT,

Holy Bible, printed by G. E. Byre and W, &pottiswoods, Edinburghy—foxr the Nationml
Bible Society of Scotland, 1863, Donated by lMrs. H. King,.

Johngon's English Dicticnary, John Weston, London, 1829, 7This dictionary has becn
lent to the 8ociety by IMirs, Blandy,

"Gens for Young Folks", McLoughlin Bros., Noew York, 1911l. This book has been
donated by Mrs. Menday.

"Harmony Simplified for Popular Use" by &, 3. Patton, Novells, Bwer & Co,, London,
1880, This book has been donated by Ixs, H., King.

"Paddy's Market" by .Carol Henty, photographs by Tony Schmachling, Tempo Books,
8ydney, 1973. This bock traces the historv of Faddy®s Market from its beginnings
as a collection of rough stalls on an acre of open space bounded by Campbell, Pitt,
Hay and Castlercagh Streets, to 1973 befoxre 1ts prospective removal to Flemingtorn.
It has captured the magical atmosphere in a series of candid photographs, and by
vivid descriptions of the colourful settlers, with thelr odd assortment of
merchants, and the vavriety of cager buyers, which go to make Paddy?’s Market,
Donated by Mrs, Beven,

March Newsletter of the Hurstville Historical Bociety, To commemorate International
Wonmen's Year the H,H.8, has chosen to prcscnt the history of two women, Alderman
Mrs., Eva Franks B,E.M., and Mrs, Catherine Evans, who have played a part in the
development of the district,

February Bulletin of the St, George Historical Society. The historical article
is an illustrated account of '"rhe Valley. A Hemlet of Old Time Tenmpe. N.S.W."
and "The Homestead named "avondale", West Botany! by Gifford and Eileen Eardley,

March issue of the Royal Australian Higtorical Society, In this issuce there is an
account of the opening of Old Sydney Town at Gosford; a review of Professor John
Dunmore's ‘French Explorers in the Pacific! (2 volumes, Oxford, 1965 and 1969);
and an article by Roger Darvall on Andrew Douglzs White,

The February Bulletin of the Mationul Trust of Australia (N.3.W.)

The National Trust has decicded to extend its register to include parts of the
physical envirommeat other thar Lkistoric buiidings, The main purpose of the listings
is to indicate that the areas possess special qualitics which must be conserved.

The Trust does not propose that concerxvatic: zr~as should remain unaltered but it

is concerned that these arcas should be contwolled by rclevant planning authoritics
to such an extent that any ncw developmont complements the areas special scenic,
scientific and social characteristics. Arcas classified so far include entrances

to 8ydney Harbour, Botany Day, Broken Bay, Lord Howe Island, the Illawarra Escarpment
and an area near Brocklyn.

The March issue of the Journal of The Royal Australian IIigstoxical Society, Articles
in this issue are as follows:~ :

Bocio-Medical Factors in the Evolution of the Firsi Settlcments at 8ydney Cove
1788-1803 by B, Gandevia,

8ome Bocial and Political Aspects of Gorman Bettlement in Australia to 1914 by

R.B, Walker.

Mary McKillop and The Teaching Order of 8aint Joscph by F, O'Grady.

The First Amcrican Consul to the Australian Colonics: Some unmublished letters of
James Hartwell Williams by A, Daniel and A. Potte.

Colleen McEwen,
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OLDEN DAYS AT OATLEY

Being early recollections of

Darcy Williarm Fletcher

Our home wes situated right at the level-crossing gates and opposite

was the home of Mr., John Brown who was the first station-master at
Oatley. The gates were looked after by this family until Mr. Brown died.
They were then taken over by a railwayman's widow, Mrs, Hears, who,

when she reccived her fortnightly Pay, would take g trip to Sydney and
leave nme in charge of the gates. This meant that I had a day off school -
and also rececived two shillings from Mrs, Mears.

Mr. Brown's cottage was later moved up to Rosa Street by Mr. Ben and

Mr. Alf. Lean. The house was first cut into two sections. Then a hand=
winch was bolted to the floor and a steel cable was run fron the winch

to a heavy bar driven into the ground about fifty yards ahead. The winch
Wwas then manned and one section at a time wag drawn up to the bar, which
was then taken further ahead. This went on until they reached the new
site.

My father, Joseph Fletcher, who died in May, 1937, joined the railway
service in 1880 and came to Oatley in 1886. In 1889, when work comnenced
on the duplication of the railway line to Vaterfall, he was enployed

bridge, he wags one of a gang of fettlers under Mr. John Connolly who,

not long afterwards, died ang was succecded by lir. George Cootes. The
other members of this gang were Mr. Ernest Savage and Mr. Ton Byron., They
looked after what was known as "the length from Hurstville to Como Bridge".

The early settlers at Oatley, as I remember them, were Mr, Pearsall on the
corner of lMulga Strect and Oatley Parade, then next door was a cottage
occupied by the two Miss Evans' - ang next to them was Oatley's first shop
occupied by ifr. Peter Groves and family, This was later taken over by '
Grannie Colbourne, as we locals knew her, This dear old lady was struck
and killeq by a train as she was crossing the line to collect the mornir.s
bapers. The shop was then taken over by Mr, Arthur Phillips and his wife
Gertrude, who vas a daughter of Grannie Colbourne.

The next house was on the corner where the road branches off and runs
under the subvay and was occupied by M, Holloway. On the eastern side

of the reilvay in Oatley Avenue was the home of Mr. Orange which was later
taken over by Mr. Rowell and family. Next, in Letitia Street, were the
homes of lr, iichael O'Connor and fanily, Mr. Colbourne and family, and
then a small place occupied by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hawkins, Along to

the south was the home of Mr. Towers and further south was another brick
cottage. I do not remember the name of the first occupant, but Mr. Harolcd
Judd later lived there. He, by the way, was an Australian Rep. Footballor
and a very good Cricketer.

'IIlII.lIlIllIIIlllIlIIIllllllIlIlI-.-.l------'-------r__



Three sisters, the i{isses Smith, lived in the only house in Wonoona Parade.
In Rose Street was the home of Mr. Edgar Williams. Further south was
another brick cottage occupied by Mr. George Howard and his wife, who passed
away there. Further along, looking down on the Bay, was the home of

Mr. Lombe and his family. Mr, Harry Linmark lived in and owned the boatshed
at the Pleasure Ground. There was another house in Ada Street and this was
owned by M. John Stibbs.

T first attended Sunday School at the home of lMrs. Saunders in Woronora
Parade and this school was later moved to the little St.Peter's Church

at Mortdale. Mrs. Saunders still remained the Superintendent. Church
services were conducted by visiting clergymen, including the Rev. Mr. Dillon.
Mr. Huntley was the curate. There were no other Churches in the district at
that time.

What a beautiful place was the Pleasure Ground at the Bay, surrounded by
big trees and scrub. It was reached by a path cut through the scrub, from
station to the top of Rosa Street and thence by a winding path down to

the water.

There was a small school situated in Mort's Road, Mortdale, in charge of

ir. Coleman. The Infants' Section, when I first attended, was in the care

of Miss Frize who was a wonderful teacher of the young children. Of course,
as the school grew, new tecachers came and most of them I can remember by nane.
They were Miss Loftus, Miss Cornish, Miss Mitchell, Mr. George Hawke. I was
taught under most of these through the different classes until I reached

the top class under Mr. Joseph Coleman who was just about to retire.

Mr. Andrew Garden was the new headmaster, and he came from Berry. It was
then that we saw a wonderful change come over the school. It was transformed
from just a school into one we were all proud to belong to. A large square
tank was installed and everyone was instructed that not one piece of paper
was allowed to blow around the playground but all discarded lunch-wraps, cte.
were to be collected and placed in this new incinerator and burnt. Then we
bigger boys were set to work to meke & garden between the school and his
residence. Our next job was to dig holes and boys and girls - and teachers,
too - were given the choice of trees to be planted.

But these were not the only improvements Mr. Garden made. He also improved
the bearing and menners of the children and taught them the meaning of respect.

It was at about this time that organised sport was introduced into schools.
Australian Rules football was commenced and a team was taught the rules by
senior players. We eventuelly entered a team in a competition against other
schools. I was appointed Captain and I am pleased to say that our team won.
Ve were presented with a silver cup at a Concert held in Mr. Hales' Hall at
Mortdale.

The schocl was right near the level-crossing near the old Mortdale Station,
which was built with a wall of railway sleepers, behind which was earth
fi1ling topped with a surface of ashes.Next to the school on the other side
was the school-master's residence. This was adjoined by the two-story home
of the Kemp family, whose land extended to Hurstville Road and was known as
Kemp's Paddock.




On the opposite side of the road, at the corner of Princes Street, stood a
two-story building which was the first post-office. Not far from this vas
the home of Mr. Uhyatt and family. Opposite the school were a couple of
two-story houses, one of which was a shop. In the hollow behind these were
several houses, nostly simi-detached, and one of these wes occupied by

lfr. Fred. Gorman, whasetwo sons, Fred. and Bill were employed at the brick-
works., Another house, in Princes Street, was occupied By Mr. Webber, who
was & clerk in the brickworks. Following Hurstville Road brings us back

to Oatley.

All this district, from Hurstville to Oatley, was cared for by Dr. McLeod,
vhose surgery was in Hurstville. He was a Scotsman with a really clear Scotch
complexion and was of a very neat appearance. He drove about in a beautiful
horse-and-buggy turnout with a driver who was also neatly dressed in a sort
of uniform. Whenever I saw them, the Doctor was driving and always wore
gloves. He called several times at our home and I especially rcmember hin

as he put a couple of stitches in oy nose. He also straightened my leg after
I suffered a slight dislocation.

I have a faint recclection of the local midwife, Mrs. Kemp., and later

Mrs. Guynmer who attended oy mother. I can remember much more clearly, oy
mother lining us up for our weekly tablespoon of sulphur and treaclerand, 'in
the event of stomach pains, a spoonful from the contents of the blue castor-
0il bottle.

There was only one local industry, and that was Judd's Brickworks, managed
by Mr. W. Judd. His two sons, Percy and Harold, were also connected with
the Works. There was a railway-siding into the brick-yard where bricks wcre
loaded into trucks for delivery to all parts of the Illawarra line. Closcr
deliveries were by horse-drawn drays. The horses were, at first, stabled
in the brickyard paddock. Later, a new and larger stablc was built at the
rear of a new home, built by Mr. Percy Judd in Letitia Stroect. We Oatley
boys often called at the brickyards on the way home from school and gave

the drivers a hand to load their drays for the next day. Then we would ride
the horses home to the stables.

At Never Fail Bay there were four houses and these were occupied by the
Andrew Derwent, Thomas Tompson, Ward and McAllum families. The Derwents,
father and two sons, werc local net fishermen and also managed a big oyster-
lease. Mr. Ward and ilr. lcillun were also in the fishing business.

On the river was the raddle-wheel steamer, the Telephone, which took picnic

groups to Parksvale (the plcasure ground up near Bankstown) and also the

ss Eclipse and the ss Erina which, at weekends and on holidays, sailed from

Sans Souci and Brighton-le-Sands to Kurnell. A small punt crossed the river
at Lugarno. This was operated by e man-powered winch., I remember crossing

on this with my parents in our spring-cart.

411 vehicles, in those deys, were Lorse-drawn and among the carts which
delivered goods to our house I can rcmenber that of Fred. Mumford, the baker
and Ton Hillard the butcher. IMr. Iforgan, and later Mr. Farr, both delivercd
groceries and Ah See was the popular Chinese greengrocer. There were also
the Buses - the largest one being named "Ermlator" - and what was known as

a Drag drawn by four horces. Parked in a clearing at Rosa Street, right
above the Pleasure Ground, were usually buggies, sulkies and sociables.




e were never short of hawkers nor of men selling clothes-props (which we canld
select ourselves from the surrounding scrub) and rabbits, while the cry of
"any old bottles"' was loud and regular.

We had our sharc of swagmen, too, and I cannot remember my mother turning

one away ecnpty-handed. I remenber one swaggie calling and Mum had no bread.
She offered him some flour, which he gladly took and, not far away, he 1lit

a fire and cooked himself a danmper - which he called a johnnie-cake.

A1l the trains were steam driven and passed about 20 yards from our house.

The passenger trains of four carriages of the old corridor type were drawn

Jy engines with only six wheels. Baldwin-type engines drew the goods trains
and later larger ones were used. Sometimes, especially in the cold weathcr,
goods and coal trains which were dzawn up at the local signal, started with

a series of jerks when they got the all-clear and, on the steep grade, I

have seen the couplings snap. Half cof the train would go forward while the
other half would start to run back, only to be stopped by the guard in the
van at the rear.

When the deviation of the railway line was being completed, I saw the last
train to go through on the old line. This was thc funeral-train, which went
through at 3.30 p.n. and at Sutherland it ren on a short branch line right
into the ccmetery. The necessary joins in the line were made while it was
away and when it returned at 4.30 p.n. it was the first to run on the new
line.

Milk was delivered to Qatley fron lMr. Gorman's dairy at Mortdaleby the
proprietor and his son, Ernie, carrying cans. Sometimes one of his daughtcrs
was roped in too. They never came to our place, for we had a cow.

I might also record that there was a horse-drawn sanitary cart, built likc
a square tank on wheels. It was driven by Bob Hannon from Peakhurst. The
pans were empticd into this *ank which was covered by a lift-up lid. It was
then driven to a large paddock at Peskhurst and the contents were enmptied
and ploughed into the ground. Before this service started, we had to dig
holes and bury our own.

In reference to our sporting activities, I heve already mentioned our
football team at school. We later formed a cricket team at Oatley. Ve werec
helped by the older girls who were greet fund-raisers with their Concerts,
which they held in a large room at Ifr. Colbournc's residence. The proceed,
plus some donations, bought our cricket kit. As for our other amusenments,
we had to meke our own. We went swimming, fishing, rowing, sailing and
hiking all over thc bush. Also, picnics were held - and we always seemed
to have something to do. The only show that came to Oatley on various
occasions was a Punch & Judy Show, and its tent was erected on a little
clearing near my home.

I have already mentioned Grannie Colbourne's accident, and there were others.
too, althouzh I didn't witness ary. L young men fron Mortdale, named Reid,
was drowned near Como Bridge. I saw his body on a stretcher on the rear

of a train. Two policemen were taking i%t to the Morgue in Sydncy.

There was also a very nasty acciden’ which heppenecd to a man named Ferguson,
from lMortdale, who wos employed oun the railway on one of the stations nearcr
to Sydney. He would coue home, lave at night, on the engine of a good's
train, for passecnger trains did not run at this late hour. The train would
slow down at ilortdalec to 2llow him to step off.




On this occasion, when he did 80, he tripped and fell on the platform. He
rolled towards the train and was caught on the brake-handle of one of the

trucks. He was carried a long way down the line, where his body was found
the next norning.

Ve had a number of bushfires at different tines, and there were fires in
three enpty cottages at Mortdale. There was also one at Oatley, about 300
Yards from my home, in the rcsidence of g newly-installed policeman, a

Co. stable Weaver. Thesc fires were of a very suspicious nature

I must mention soncthing about the Rev. Janes Clarke, known to everyone as
Jimmy Clarke. He once took a trip to the Holy Land and brought back a bottle
of water from the River Jordan. My young sister Dulcie was one of the babies
baptised with this water. Jimgy had a powerful voice and was a wonderful
Preacher. He held Sunday -norning Services under a clunp of wattle trees in
the brickyard paddock ang these were attended by men enployed at the brick-
works.

After his retirement from the Church, he again went to the Holy Land and on
his return to Oatley, our'‘house was his first port of call. He was very fond
of my father and mother and they did a lot for him. He lived in a cave at
the end of the western arn of Oatley Bay where a channel ran through the
rnangroves out into e clear grassy patch. The river, in those days, was
beautifully clean and this channel, at high tide, was very deep. It was
here that we Oatley boys learnt to swin. This part was always known as
'Jimmy Clarke's Channol!.

Further up the gully, towards Mortdale, was = large patch of raspberries
which he would pick and bring to Mun, who made them into raspberry tarts for
him, Mum also kept hin supplied with nilk and eggs, of which we always had

Plenty.

Mortdale and join in the singing during the Sunday services. Using our
springcart, my older brother Harry later moved him and his belongings up fron
the cave to the housc in Rosa Street where the Lombe fanily had lived. 1In
the yard of this housec was a large circular well with a timber covering and
on this he slept. Jinry was well-known and very much liked by all.,

I left school at the age of fourteen and started work at the Store of Charlic
Barsby at Kogarah., This Store was later taken over by Mr. Walter Turner and
is now known as Turner Bros. I first worked in the Storeroon and later made
up the orders for delivery, Sometines, when Frank Bentley, the carter, was
absent, it wag my job to deliver goods to Sans Souci, Sandringham, Brighton
and all over Kogarash. The stean-tram for Sans Souci left fron outside the
Store and ran on lincs within the railway fence, coming out and crossing
Railway Parade (very dangerously) at the corner of Gray Street, where

lr. Peatfield had his store.

Vhen I started at Barsby's, therc was a drepery department in charge of ilisc
Asher who lived with the Barsby fanily. When Mr. Turner took over, this
department was first under Miss Wilson and later Miss Ryan. An assistant
was Miss Jean Armstrong, who later became my wife. Others I remember werc
Mrs. Souter, in charge of the Boot Department and her daughter Edith, who was
in charge of the cash desk. The Men's Department was under Mr. Tully while
Millinery was in thc care of Miss Frances Armstrong, Jcan's eldest sister.

\»



On the days when I was entrusted to do the deliveries, one pleasant
route was via the Moorefield Racecourse, where I called at the large
home of Mr. Patrick Moore in President Lvenue. I night mention here,
that from the highway o short road lcd to the main entramce to the
course. On the right-hand side of this was an hotel and opposite

was & two-story building. The top floor was open on the side facing
the hotel and this was used as a stage. On fine Saturday nights there
was a vaudeville programme and this was very popular and well-attended

Proceeding down President Avenue, I turned the grocers' cart into a
sendy track, heavy going for the horse, which passed through quiet
scrub-lands and skirted the Patmoore Swamp, in the vicinity of which
many 1illipilli trees spread their shiny, dark-green leaves. From
the many ponds, swarms of water-birds rose as we leisurely passed by.
Sometimes, in the deep shade of a tall gun-tree, I rested the horse
and spent a while gathering five-corners which grew on bushes which
were threc or four feet high. Although now non-existent, this fruit
then grew in profusion.

Before coming out of this area of bushland, with its multitude of birds,
and proceeding with the deliveries from Dolls Point to Sans Souci,

I would gather bunches of the decorative branches of geebungs which
were prized by the female members of the staff.

At about this time, we formed a cricket club and on Wednesdays (a
half-holiday because in those days we worked until 10 p.m. on Saturdays),
we played at grounds from Kogarah Park tc Redfern Oval - and as far out
as Rushcutters Bay.

Just before I turned 18 years of age, I decided to give up the grocery
trade, which did not seem to offer many prospects. After four years
in Turner Bros' store I was earning a mere fifteen shillings per week.
So I decided to learn a trade and applied to become an apprentice at
the furniture mamufacturing business of Murray Bros. at Redfern.

I called and saw ifr. Arthur Murray, thc lManager, who asked my age.
"Nearly seventeen" was my reply, and he looked at me very hard. "You'rc
the oldest sixtcen I've ever seen" he said, but he gave me the job.

I worked with this firm, which later built a large factory and timber-
yard in Buckland Street, Alexandria, until I retired.

I was at one time foreman of the Cabinet Shop and later transferred
to the Machine Shop where I was required to set up any special jobs.
When Mr. Arthur Murray died, I became in charge of this shop.

During the war years we were meking ammunition-boxes and also prefab-
ricated sheds etc. for Darwin and office furniture for various
nilitary departments. I wes in charge of the night shift until I
retired after fifty years' service.

I was always very fond of Oatley - and still think it is the prettiest
place of the Illawarra Line.

* * * *




183 YEARS IN AUSTRALIA.

Mr. Darcy William Fletcher, now deceased, who wrote this month's article
for our Society,; could trace his family's history right back to 1792

as is indicated by the following extract from a letter written, in 1947,
to his daughter Joyce. The letter was written by his older brother Ernest.

Here it is:-

"Miss Ruglus was born in the Colony in 1793 - I presume
in Sydney. I cannot say what year her father came out,
but probably 1792. He came as an overseer of convicts.
Miss Ruglus married a man named Eggleton and they had a
daughter Maria Eggleton who married George Fowler, an
inglishman, and they had, among other children, a
daughter Jane Fowler, born at Dapto on 7th March 1856.

On 30th April 1879 Jane Fowler married Joseph Fletcher
who was born in Lower Kent Street, Sydney on 2nd Lugust
1852, and they were your grandparents. They were married
at Milton, N.S5.W. where grandfather Fowler was in business
as a wheelwright, which was his trade.

Iy Dad's father was Abram Fletcher, an engineer by
calling, and he married Mary Ann Howarth. They both
came from Lancashire, England.

Great-grandfather Eggleton died in 1886, aged 93,
possibly in Dapto, N.S.W. Crandparents Fletcher are
buried at the Church of England, St.Peters."

Mr. Ernest Fletcher, the writer of the above Extract, was the author
of an article, dated 1955, entitled "A History of the Mortdale-Oatley
District" which was printed in our November 1973 Newsletter.

Here is the (partially incomplete) family tree:

- Ruglus m, ====a- (?)
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ifiss Ruglus m. ”_:_Egglefon
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HMaria Eggleten m. George Towler

Lbram Fletcher m. Mary Ann Howarth

Jane Fowler m. Joseph Fletcher
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ERNEST. Edith. Joseph. Pearl. George. DARCY WILLIAM. Dulcie. Stewart.




