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Presidant: 
Mr. J. E. Veness, 
6 Lance Street, 
BMUCEHuRST, 2221 

'Phone: 546 3932 

THE KOGaRAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(Sponsored by Kogarah Uunicipal Council) 

PATRONS: The N2yor of Kogarah & Ald. K. R. Cavanough, A.M. , 
Hon. Treasurer: 
:á!rs. G. Johns, 
38 Princes Hghw,y, 
KOGAP.,AR, 2217 

'Phone: 587 4848. 

Ron. Secretar,C 
Mrs. B. Butters, 
36 Louisa Street, 
OATLEY, 2223. 

'Phone: 57 6954 
Vice-Presidents: Mr. V. S. Smith & Mr. N. Kelly. 

OBJECTI1'ES; To promote interest in the histor,yá of Kogara.h i1lunicipali ty and 
Australia in general. 

To give support to the preservation of historic buildings and 
other objects considered to be of historic value. 

MEMBERSHIP, A~ enquiries regarding membership should be directed to the Hon. 
Secretary. ViSitors are especially welcome. 
8ubscriptions - Ordinary Members: $2.00 per annum. 

Pensioners: $1.50"" 
Students: $1.50 II " 

MEETINGS, Meetings are held on the second Thursd87 of each month, cOmmencing 
at 8 p.m. in the ~xhibition Lounge of the Civic Centre, Belgrave 
Street, Kogarah. (Take lift to Second Floor and turn to right.) 

PARKING, Cars 'Hey be parked in the ground floor parking area, the entrance to 
which is in ){ick' s Lane at the rear of the Civic Centre. Post Of'f'Lce 
Lane alongside the CiVic Centre has one-w~ traffic and it is 
necessary to enter at Montgomer,y Street end. From that lane you turn 
left into Vlick' s Lane and use the first entrance into the parking 
area. An alternative w~ is to enter Wick's Lane from Kensi~~ton Street. 

CARSS PARK MUShmf'Open Sundays and Public Holideys from 1 to 'j P.m. 
Admissionsj 30e Adults,10c Children. ~~imum 80c for one family. 

DONATIONS FOR MITSEm6. Donations of items of historical interest suitable for 
inclusion in the Huseum :l1ay be left i':i th the Attendant. Please be 
Sure to leave your name and address and details of Object. 

CONTliIBUTIONS TO NEWSLETTER, Contributions of articles and information of local 
interest for :.mblication in this Newsletter will be welcomed if 
forwarded to the Publications Officer: 

!--1r. V -, S. Smith, 
26 Prince Edr.ard Street, 
CARLTON, 2218 

'Phone: 587 2938. 



Our next meeting will be held at 8 p.m. on the 8th July on the second floor of 
the Civic Centre, uelgrave Streat, Kogarah. 

We have been fortunat~ in securing a most talented Speaker in the person of Mr. 
W. R. ~reeman who will illustrate his talk with an exceptionally interestin~ set 
of slides featuring Sydney Cove. 

Ladies on Supper Roster will be Mrs. Buchanan and Mrs. Holmes. 

---------------- 
Our Social ,ecretary says -- Are you coming with us to the Illawarra Guild 
ThCfttrc on July 16th to enjoy Bernard Shaw's Comedy, "You never can tell"? Twenty 
of our members have already booked, Please telephone it you would like to join' 
them. Tickets are ~1.50. (531-6986) 

;;;9.. far, 23 adults and 5 children have booked :or the Bathurst-iHll End To~ 
(the date of which has been altered to 23rd-24th October) but in order to finalise 
t,his trip we must have 40 bookfng s by the end of July. If you wish to go please 
let me know by telephone (537-6986). The cost is approximately ~29.00. We have 
an over-night stay at .jathurst rtlotor Inn Motel and spend Sunday morning at Hill End. 
A deposit of ~5.00 is required.. The cost of two lunches io not included. ~ is 
the time to 'phone: 

Our Street Stall in Bel~rave 3treet, Kogarah on 1~U8Ust 20th, ~s something in which 
all memoers are invited to join. Spend a happy morning wit~l us -_ and help by 
providing articles for sale. Please price anything you bring for there usually 
isn't any time once we start! Cakes are our best sellers - but anything saleable 
will be Vlelcomed. 

Thought for the month - A Perfectionist is one who tal(as great pains _ then gives 
them to others! 

Sylvia Kelly. 
'--------------- 

MUSEUM DISPLAY REPORT. 

The dis~lay toá commemQrato 75 years of ~ederatlQn in Austra1i~ 1s now on show at 
the ~ruseum. 

The exhibit fills an entire room, and is made up of eeneral ~tormation, books and 
documel'lts from- the period. The di s::"Jlay isá I"'\i vided into three sections, .~he first 
covers forces at work 'in Australian society. such as the rise of ánatlonalimn, fear 
of coloured labour, and defence conce rns , which contributedá "to the desire of the 
major.ity of Australians for federation. The next section relates the actual 
progress towards the union, this is divided into six Btepq covering the period . 
from the formation of th~ á~deral Austraiasia Counc~l in 1885; to-the Constitution 
Bill. being passed.;.byá -the á.3ritish Parlá1ament áin 1901; .: The last section covers the 
cele~rations in 19\"1~ .'. . 

On the walls the.re Is a gallery of Prime Ministers, and a print of Charles Nuttall's 
paint~ng ,of. the .operrtng of Federal Parliament on May 9, 1901. This was originally 
donated to Kogarah Council by a group of residents in 1907. 

1 )VOuld llke to acknowledge the áhelp given on this e,mibit by Mrs. Sheldrick who 
printed ~he displ~y oa rd s ; to~. Jack Lean for his reproduction of over stxty 
p~otograpbs .¥ and to Mrs. Gwep Lean for ~r work o,n touching up the older prints. 
The ST. ~eorge Philatelic SOciety has put up a new display which ftáts 'in with our 
federation eXhibit for it shows pootal stationery that was i~3Ued by each colony 



when they :were,separate entities ¥. The earli(!:Jt item in group i:s-'aá-ál'0ánt'"card-áá 
issued by the '.'/astcin hl.\stral;t:.an .~vernment. in 1079. ': 

." ',' ~ I j_~ I "",.' 1 . _ .J' '. . t " I 1" .. 4 ¥ - '" 

In the next few months more excitinG" changes are planned lor the Museum and will 
bo reporte~ .o~ ip sups,ectu~p~ iG3Ue~ 01 the Ne\"sl.et1(er.á -: : 

! . -' . 
I, ¥. ~ 

.\ 

. ! ... .>: 

l }. . ,I ....~ .1 
. Co). 1e~.n ,McEVle.n ... 

~; .\. .;, .' ¥ or <-.i" , 

¥ 4 .'~ .' t l .' 

_; ' .. . ... ; :J 
,. I." 0 . " , .. ~ '.I ... 

; '_' 
.. 1 ¥ .... 

~ ' .. , ~ 

l;iUSEUhiZOSTEa. "~ ,'. i .: _: ,'-'.' á.l' 
¥. ., . ,.. . J 
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': .J.1.th .' .. Mr!l.:á$.á'Keny~áááana r~r~~;j'i~ Jartteásááá_ . 
,i' 18thá ... Mr s , [to Diment and l~:io: I\. Duggan 

Mr. and r/:rs. 3. 5chweixer;t - ., ... ,: 
'. (, ',. ( _~ ;' ¥¥ : ~\.. -t-"<o{ _:'f l' - !.' ':' "', - 
. Mr~ á'and l-i:r::;. v ¥ .Lean .... ,. : .... r , . :,' .::) ~ ._ '," . " " . ~.): ~'. - .. .' . _, 

.. ~ ... Mrs; D.á J;latton an-d Mrs. I::. :Jrieve ,-, .: r ~ .- .. I ¥ ;". . ~ , t) .. á¥ . 

Mr. artd M:rs ~ .. J. .. .owa rd 
Mr. J. ál/right and iv:r. ~ ... 8rieve 
Mrs. A. (,",cCnie and r:;isn M. i"oley 

_August. 1s1:á( J~. 
.:'! ! 8tháá,áá . '. ~. 

.. . To OPen." 
... lin'S. G. John!') 

rin:. ~:. , .. ~.~. I~.ellY 
rici. 5S . C ~ r,lcEwen 
Hi'. J ~ Vanesaáá 
Mrii J.' LeaR':! , 

.. !.Ntr c. D.á nat ton' 
M:rs. J. r:oward 
i,.iZ9 C. HcEwen 

" 25th 

" 15th 
22nd 

. 29th J. Veness " 
" 
If any.date given is inconvGnient, please zee me at the next mectin~, or 
ring 57-5940. 

GWen Laan. 

'?Ilr.8S HAVE C"rlANG?(D. 

The :;;ollowing rules we ro in force .. at Mt.á.r.áIQlyok~ College in 1337: 
"Ilo young lady shaáll become a member of r;It. :-!olyo}:.c Seminary who cannot kt nct Ie 
a fir:::, wa ch potatoes, repeat the multiplication t.ab Io and at least two thir(~z 
of the shorter catechism. 

"Every member of the school shall waLk a mile a day un Le cc a freshet, eaz-thquako , 
or some other calamity prevent. 

"1"10 young Incly shall -levoto mo re' than an hour a day to miscellaneous reaC\in~. 
"1'10 young .la~1y is expected to have gentlemen acqua trit ancoa un'Ie ns they are 
re turncd . .'mf :35i onarie s oz ' agent o of benevolent societies." - "Be ade r ' s ái?lgest". 

----------------'-, 
:.; 

. ,":'. 

II 12 WE OHL Y COULD" 
by Dame ~~ry Gilmore ¥ 

Ah: if we 0n1y could 
310t ~ut the bitter thought, 

Mz.ke ii ~e tho thinG we shoukd , 
hnc~ shape it as we ough t , 

Turn back thr): brooC\i~1G eyes 
. From thingz:lonr;, lon.c cone by j 
J.n~~ Lookf.ng upwaráJ,. rise 
, . áToward . a clearer sky; 
>Iolj fa:>t eachothor's handc 

Nor áloo:JClY IGt them go -­ 
Until each unuar o tanae , . 

.hn,~, loving,á . learns t:> lrnow. 

----00-:>--000---- 

~----------------------------- 
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Lll3RARY REPORT. We thought i'iJembers would be interested to :;;ee the :..~áollowil1g list 
of books which are already available from the Kogarab Munici)a1 Library on 
"Local aistories". 

Aurm!l:. 
AI'!DER::lON Hugh 
BAHFIELD, Lorna L. 
BAYLEY, William A. 
BAYLEY, William A. 

TITLE. 

I'he Flowers of tile :?ieldj a history of the Ripon Shire. 
Green pastures and gold: a history of Ararat. 
History of Campbelltown, N.S.W. 
Rich earth: history of Young and the Shire of \ 

Burrangong, N.S.W. 
Yass: l\iunicipal centenary history. 
The rise of Broken Hill. 

BAYLEY, William A. 
BLAHolEY, Geof rey 
BLAKE, Le 3 W irnrne ra ¥ 
3LAJ'..!D DISTR:cr HISTORICT SOCIETY West of the ':Jla~1d; a history of the Wyalonc: district. 
BLANiill, Harvey The story of Yea; a 150 year hiatory of the shire. 
BOND, Douglas Gordon Macquarie country, a history of the Hawkesbury 
BOW~Wrn;1., i ¥¥ E. A brief history 0"1 Leeton. 
JREHNAN, R.N!. Across the black Doil plains: a history of the Warren 

district. 
3URTON, Brian 
CAMi!:RON, B. L ¥ 
ClRNEGIE, Margaret 

Flow Gently past: the story of the Corowa district. 
"Scott's corner": a local history. 
i'riday Mount: firct settlement at Holbrook and the 

south western slopes of 1-á].S .ll. 
Loxton: district and town. 
The history of Kapunda. 
Letters from Grenfell from a H. S ¥ ';/. Goldminer in the 

1370's. 
Story of the Dandenongs 1338-1S53. 
Two years in N.S.W. 
Bendigo: a history 
[{en and a river: a history of the Richmond River 

district 1828-1895. 
Denalla cavalcade: a history of Bena1la and district. 
Harvest of the years: the story of Burwood 1794-1974. 
Hail and £arewell~ An evocation of Gippsland. 
T;le weste rn gateway: a hi story of Fremantle. 
The sea and the forest: a history o~ the port of 

Rockingham, West;rn Australia. 
A history of Joadja. 
Swan Hill. 
The Hog's ~ack: the story of the men who made 3rokcn 

Hill ¥ 
Dunolly: a story of an old rro1f diggings 
1-. collection of Hillendiana. 
Local history in Australia: a guide for beginners. 
A ~lace of ~ioneers; the centenary history of the 

~;:unicipali ty of Ryde 
Rockdale: its ~eGinning and development. 
tlalkin:; with time: the story of the Wakool country. 
Point Piper - par.f and present. 
Mount Gambier: the c:'.ty around a cave. 
The IIi 11 End Story i300k 1,2,3. 
Dubbo, 100 years of local government: the story of 

Dubho's growth from villa~e to town to city. 
Walhalla heyday. 
The SUrveyors: the ctory of the founding of Darwin. 
L~om sails to atoms: first fi~ty years of Sutherland 

Shire 1906-1956. 

CJ,.;J.3CN, Marjory R. 
C~iJ.HLTOll, Rob 
COTTOME, Tom 

CC'ULSON, He len 
CUNIHNGHAM, Peter 
CUSACK, }rank 
DALEY, Louise Tiffany 

Dm:LOP, A. J. 
DUNLOP, Eric 
EAGLE, Chester 
EWERS, John x, 
FALL, V.G. 

l"AULlG SR, Ra 1 ph 
i'ELDTr"J-.ia:, Arthur 
FI3 ~ilil~, Ruth Tran t 

.(iJ..ETT, J arne s D 
F:lIEND, Donald 
GEEVES, Phili P 
GEEVES, Phi li P 

GE::!:VES, Philip 
::1RAl.T, E. J ¥ 
GR rá:""'ITHS, G. He s ta 
}! ILL. Le s ¥ R. 
I-lODGE, Harry 
rIORNAD3E, 3111 

J~MES, Gwynydd FranCis 
IG!:iC, lVlargaret Goyrle r 
l'TlBY, David R. Compo 



}.UT'.tIOR. (Cont.) 

LARCO~flE, Frederick A. 
LOCKVlOOD, Douglas 
l!-lARS:iALL, Alan 

MhZV/EL -:,. 2ileen 

rriAYEi:, Reg. J. 
NZIL, lI-iarie H. 

OLLIF, Lorna 

OS30RN, Betty 

PALMER, Joan Austin ed. 
PEAh3C'tJ, A.. ri~ ¥ 

REYNOLD.] , John 
lWBERTSCái;. Kay 
mrtsn, Olaf 
RUJ~i.L, Eric 

RU:'.SELL, Eric 
ST" GEORGE :~I;::TORICL JOCIETY 
.z; CJ.RLETT, Errol Lea 
STRANGE, A.VI. 
Si)' AU, ~ .. e i th 
SVlhNCUTT,. Charles 
SW/.i-jCGrT, Charles 

TOi.CHJ..RD, Clifford 
WAIT::R, John 

V/OOD, W. Allan 

WYATT, Ransome T. 

!..!!!&. 
I. ~Ustoi'"y of Botany 1788-1970. ¥ 
The front door~ Darwin 1869-1969. 
Pioneers and, painters: one hundred years of 

Eltham and its ohire. 
Wri tten in 'gold; the story of Gu Lgong , the town 

on the 10 dollar note. 
Pictorial history of Port Augusta. 
Valley of the Macleay: the history of ::.empsey and 

the lviacleay :1i ver di strict. 
There must be a riv~r: history of the Shire of 

Hornsby. 
The ::!acchus story; a history of Captain W.;:i:. Bacchus, ... 

of 3acchus Marsh, and his son. 
William Eioodie: a pronacr of western Victoria. 
Echoes :~rom the mountains and hictory of the Omeo 

Shire Council. 
Launceston: history of an j;ustraUan ci ty ¥ 
r:yrtleford: gateway to the alps. 
Pa r r ama tta sketch bo ok , 
Drummoyne: a wcotern suburbs history 

1794-1871- ;971. 
Lana Cove l7e~,1395,1970. 
A century of progrezs: Rockdale 1371-1971 ¥ 
Gundaroo 
Ballarat: a briefá history 
f.t. historyá()f Wag~aáWae:ga 
Good old Woy Woy 
Gosford -and á.the Henry Xendall Country, Koolawong 

to Lisarowá. . .. 
The years of endeavoux: Bankstown. 
Two hundred years in retrospect, Kurnell-Su1:)i~rland 

1770-1970. . . 
Dawn in the valley: the story o~ settlement áin the 

Hunter River Valley to 1833. 
The history of Goulburn H.S.i!.'. 

, 
I 
I 

.1 
I 

-----000----- 
E. Howard. 

Librarian. 



- Continued from the June Newsletter -- 

ROC::OALE rllETHODIST CHURC:-I 

by C.W. Napper. 

Gazing throu~h the Minute Book of the Truotees of the Chapel we find that the 
Chapel wao let from time to time for public meetings, and also for the enclosed 
mae t Lng s of such organisations as the Oddfellow5 Lodge and kindred societies. In 
fact the Chapel was the only place available in the area, then lmown as Rocky 
Point and now ~,own as Rockdale, for such meetings. The petition of the 
Oddfellows carne be.i:ore the Trustees of the Chapel on November 3rd, 1879, when it 
was resolved "that we allow them the use of the Ochool-room one night a fortnight 
:Zor 10d3e purposes only, and :~urnish two lights for the rental of one pound per 
quarter, with tno following restrictions. First - No Smokine; Allowed. second _ 
That should any damage accrue to either the ouilGing or the furniture throueh 
their meetings they shall make proper repairs. Third. That this ar-rangement 
holds good for one year only." It was also resolved "That half said rei. t be paid 
to Trust Fund and half allowed for extra trouble caUGed to the teacher of the 
!3chooil". 

, The WeSleyan ~.chool was known as Rocky ?oint [;ch00l between the years 1857 and 
1882 in which l")eriod it wan conducted by the Wesleyan Church i.uthori ties. On ' . 
January 1st, 1883 it became a Public School, although Mr. John tmdrewo, who had 
been in charge since 1862, continued as teacher under the new regime until the 
closure of the use of the Chapel for educational purposes, an event which occur~ed 
at the end of thB year 1884. For reasons now difficult to assesc the students of 
the area, now known as Rockdale, had to attend the Putlic School at },rncliffe or 
:<o~arah, a ct rcumstance whiCh proved most inconvenient for the majori ty of the 
scholars, who resided in or around old-time Roc kda Le , In pa sef ng , it should be 
mentioned that it was not until -Janua ry 1889 that che pr asen t Public School, 
st ted at tho crest of L1.ockdale l:;ill, was opened under the head-manter-ship of 
Mr. John ::ierlihy. 

Th8 earlier fears th2t thG Rocky Point -~lesleyan Church would pr ove too Lar-ge for the 
loc~l con,::regation were soon dispelled. The edifice became the centre of many 
revivals and inrratherinss, and ito membership had grovm to such an extent that by 
1871 the Chapel became too ~1all. The nave portion of the pr~nent main Church 
bUilding was then erected at a coot of t~61,:O and tl~e original Chapel adapt.od for 
3chool and 3unday rchool purposes. 1~e Growth ox the Church became noticeablc in 
many ways and the Trust0~~ meetinG in the school room held on ~ebruary 15th, 1877, 
dealt with a request from the choir for increased accommodation. This request. 
posed the Trustees with a problem, an expensive problem, as it meant the addition 
of two side vestries to house the choir and also their musical instrument. It was 
decided to "postpone any such e~!tension for the pr.=sent until the Trustees had 
taken a collective View of the place". Meanwhile, it was renolved that ~~s5rs 
Thomas EasCord and John Andrews "get the fence mended and get some ffravel placed 
about the Church". 

30wever, the choir was undaunted and at the next meeting of the trustees, held on 
hUgust 30th, 1877, they came forward with a papcr showing the desirability of 
procuring an j.rneric~n Organ ior the Chapel services and this time their wishes were 
carried out. The instrument was purchased a t a cost of <245, 0:( which sum the choir 
membera, ái:hroueh contributions raised at two "Evenings of S~cred Song", donated Q35. 
It was sucgested that the harmonium formerly in uae be sold to defray the balance 
ol <~lO, and "that any sur;.)lus remaininC, it be appropriated to the use of the choir 
for the purchase of bookc , etc.". It was .further l'0oolved that Mr. William Bcehas-'s 



tender ":or twelve guineas :::or the _)urchase of the harmonium be accopt o 1. 
remarkabl~ how all tho3e matters of mom~nt work out for the ben0fit of all 

concerner1. 
The l~nniversary services hcl~l by the Rcvercm'l John Osborne, celebra~e(l by a tea 
an:' public mco t Lng held on Thursday Deccmber 12th, 1878, and Church scrviccw and 
sermon on Sunday Dccomcc r 8th, 187El, brou~ht for\'l~r"l sevc ra L items of interest. 
ThG trustees resolvcJ "Whatever balance of the proceeds of the l.nniversary 
celebration that remain aftGr paying th:) Church c'.Gbt be Given towar 15 tho erection 
of a sl r.;tcr Church at We':t Bo't any!", J... very fine ~e::;t;ure ináálee,]. j.t the same 
meoting the Tru3tecs decidGoJ to insure tho Church buil:~lng to tho amount of ['~4::0, 
andá the carliGr chapel buil0ing, then the school room, at alOO. The Chapel-ke~PGr 
also h::>.,.1 his annua I r-emune ra t t on rai:Jed from <'Z6 to ,~lO in consoquonce of th:) 
frequency of Evenings of 8acroj Song ani the extra labour incurred th0reby. It i~ 
undor-s toc:' that at this period IVlI'. Thomas lViascord wac Church Ot,marrl an.l thz-,t his 
goo-l \á,ife was Church-keeper. In 1880 we fin~.: that the e rcc t ton of new fencing 
anc' gates to tho Church property became neceaoa ry , a ct rcumotance , inclu~an:; the 
paintings, Get the Church finances back some 260, quite a large sum in those far 
of:': cayc , It was a Lso mon t i oned at th;:; time that the on; wr.ll of tho new Church 
was ahowd ng signs of pc-.rt1ng from th ... ro ct; of the f~bric, the aperturc letting 
in an áunpl~asant (lraught not greatly appr(;)Ciat0'-~ by those :::;i tting noazby , To 
overcome the :11 fficul ty th::: cccre tarv wa s empowo reJ to b or row .250 at 7:/0 interest 
to delray thá.:: neco csa ry coct ol a:::fixing; tho internal maul ~inc; and axt.arna L 
fla:shine. . 
In Septerr.1)br 1880, the job of árc-shine;ling tho old achoo l c-hou co wan ont.rur tod to 
kr. 'V'li-fiiatO á::"ray, whilst on rlovombo r 20th, 1832, a roque c't wac roce rvod :~rom t)}O 
Sunday schoo ; teacher!] for alá1itionalá:o_"00m. It VIa:::; ro so Ivod that the schooi room 
áá'beá en Laz-ged it aá cost not to .cxcood ~4CO. At this time :?urthc.:.." Church exp(máa t.uro 
wC\!3 Lncur rod with a thir:.1 Minister Qcine appo Lrrt od to the local ci rcui tan:' it wa s 
required th3.t this gentleman ~,a:J to r:;sido at Rocky Point Gtockdal,"). To derr.ay 
extra coats lnvolve.:1, áthe t.ruat.ccc (~eci::ledá th::;;t "colloction:J be mado both morrn nc 
and '3:etornoon a tá the Churci1 ~ác:rvi-ccG, and not only in the afternoon as herctofor;". 

It is 

The p Lanc far the Sunday ~cho'Jl exton sf on a_i )carecl in due cour-se and it wa D 
á;'eci .od , at the Trust.;)e mce t Ing held on hpril 12th, l8e3, "to accop e Mr , S .3en30n I 

ten1er for the:: mason work for .U30 an 1 that of l.1r.á Liást for .. :.173 for carpentering 
_ an l : Hnishing the e1ifice, provide~: thnt these two t cndo r s cover all works 
roquf noc by the p Iann and speed f'Lca td on a'", . 'i'he soc ro ta.ry wao roque c tod to 
negotiate 'for the required Loano , and, i;lr. J.ndrewD to ar rangc for the contracts áand 
to superinten':~ the work. Mr. :.3Gnson applied ::or a ':urthor {HZ tl1rough a mis- 
un.le r-s tnnclf.ng 01 the specifications in reference to the win.low and -loor d re acd ng s 
being chi~olled. On consn ne ra t t on of the ma t to r t~lC, '~'rustees '::ocide:1 to offer 
tho sum of £6 to fr!r. 'on son for the extra work. They also :eci.:~ec1 to furnish a 
five inch gutterinG a round t.hq builáana in o r.to r' to leaá-l rain water into a sui table 
catc~mcnt tank, as ~t this time the city water reticulation service had not 
rcacneri tho area. It was also re So 1V<.)(.1 that the sa i d tank be remover: from the 
vicini ty of the Church to the back, or ca st; enc , o.f the school-room. Whilct on 
the subject of v/at:r services the Trustees "presented their thanks to tfdss E.:Jeehag 
and IV:iss foloon for the water bottle and g Ia sa dona tod by them for use of the 
proachers in the Churc~1". 

On 12th JWle 1884, the Tru9tce9 of the Rockda Le Church c~eci(led to. erect a oister 
church at :iurstville at a cost of &'300, the Reverend R.A. No Lan and the Reverend 
J.Bowen being authorised to collect ~~ds for this purpos~. By the following month 
tenders for this new Church were pro sen tec , and that of lY'.eosra Roberts and Lart:ner 
were accepted for the sum of £245. Mr. William Bray was appointee to superintend 
the erection of the buiL'ing on behalf of the Trustees, th3 officikl openf ng 
taking place on January 26th, 1885, an'} the two followinc Sun:1ays. 



Th e Trustee moe ting held on Hovembe r Is t , '1884, re solved tha t the He ve r~ ~d J. 3 owe a b
" t -1 to waa t on!'la- T:lilliam 30ehag and Mr. Willmott vn: th the VhW of o roques o~ .. ¥ ¥ . h " -hi 

ob tai ning a Church site a t <Ie s t Botany, or to as k "" God frey or ot ern ¥ : s 
Church site VIas kindly given to the Trustees by Mr. Foulkes and the Trustee .. 
deci "e o! to 0: ovo t the proceed n 0 f the £0 r th conn n3 hnni ve r sa ry, Ie cs t~e amount due 
for l1f!hting an clear.ing of ti10 itockclale Church, for tIl,;! bUil:~ine or th(:! Wont 
30tany , Church pr 0 ject ¥ The que aU on 0 t a Par sona ge at Rockda Io now a rose an-I a 
ffcneroun offer was ma,'0 by Mr. GO:lfrey of a site a:1jacent to th0 Church groun:13. 
l'ilr. Godfrey'::: tcmler of R.777 to erect the two otoried eieht-roo~ect Parsonage was 
accepted at the Trustee meetin,z held on November 17th, 1887, ana at the June 
meeting of tho followinG year it was dec 1:10 ,: to lic:ht both the Church and the 
SChool-room with gas, a service Which had then recently COlTlG to Rockdale. Four 
YQars later the secretary was instructed to sell the now disused oil-lamps and "make the bent bargain he can". 

The noi"" of lor. SayweU'B steam trams passing to and fro alone 3ay ctreet raised 
the ire of the Church Trustees anr! a lotter was sent to the offenders reque"ting 
that the puiiing and whistling noiseD be lessened durine Church hours. Locomotivcs 
arc notoriously rowdy creatures ant jUst what otepo that T.ir. ':aywell could tate to 
eliminate the hut inas and pULings as the enGines slowly Climbed the Boy Street 

' hill is hard to ,'otermine, although, no doubt he could have had some influence in c~ntr~lling the eXUberent whistling. 

~ece",be r the 5th, 18a8, rna rice '! the Trustee moeti ng whi ch de a It with the poi nt, or 
apex, 0" tho unoccupied Church land which approached the junction of llocky Point 
Road anc: 3ay á:treet. I.t this meeting it was decided to lease this portion of the 
prope rty, bo low the t re as , to I,;". Thomp son. H oweve r, in !,"'rch lBaS, Mr. Thompson 
relinquisho,!' his lease, which then came under leaso for a 1:<>rm of fivo yearo to 
Mr. llichard Holden, a butcher by trade, at a Charge of £25 pcr annum. However 
seCond .thoughts on the matter made the Trustees thin!, that it was bost not to lease 
the 0., i" land. The n , on Oc to be r 10th, 1890, it wac re so 1 vcd "Tha t rlr. 1,. Ca r rurho r s 
or,'er for t:'e western POint of tho Church ground on a lease for seven years be 
accepted on condition that the plan of the bUilding to be erocted bc approved." 
It shOUld. be mentiáoncc' at thio juncture that "io 1.883 tho junior minister of tho 
i:owtown Circuit, the .lcvoren,' Joseph dowes, was ap)ointecl to rcoUe at Rocky POint 
(HOckdalo); a n,: in 1886 a <Ii vi ai on wa s e£fecte", ancl a new circuit crea tCd, 
compri si ng .lockda Lo ( a s 'locky Poi n t wa a hcnco for th to be 1mo,m), Zo"" rah, ;,""cli if e , 
.lurstvillo, ,exley and "cst Botany 'á'troot, to whieh the ;leveren,' Thomas P.rker was 
n" poi ntac' a" " irs t Hini a to r" ¥ 1 n tho following yo a r it became nece sea ry to provi do 
accommo"ation for a married "inister, arid to this en-t tho aiorom,,"tione" Parsonage 
hacl to bc erected to house the Roverend Joseph Hanahan. Three YCars later in 1892, 
during the pastorate of the Reverend Charles Jones, a further division tOok place 
by the c z-o a tien of ::oga na h , . :Iurstvi lle, and Pe akhur at , into a sepa ra te cf rcuf t , 

On July 13th, 
1892, 

a contraOf was let to i'f.r. ':iU for a ?urt:,or .d'li tion to what 
may be de so ri bOá.1 as the seconá' ChUrch bUilclina, tho price be 1n,; £430. Howovo r, Mr. 
!lUI oid not Sign thc Contract Which wa n SUboequently placed with Messrs. _th, 
Bleriájge, and Godfrey at a coot of "5C,. It io uno'erstoo,' that thia work Covered 
th C a<" iti on of two oUe t ran sept s to the áChurch, maki ng ita tee- sha pod stl'Uc ture , 
an" len~thoning the roof to acco,"~o'late the flOW arrangement. It 10 not known to the 
writer as to whether the neat atone belfry over the northern entrance dOorway was 
erected at this peri01. It is unjerstoo,; that a ChurCh bell WaD nOVer placed in this 
sá'ructure. The tender for the panelling an,' the prOviSion cor tho rODtrum seata etc. 
~,as let to '<Oson. Eldgidge and Jones at a Caot of &55. "system of Scat rental was 
an vogue, aná:: at t:'is period it wa s r0301vodá to have four scats at the rear of the 
Church set Mi(le for stxangers "and to be ~ree". School chilc'rcn were accommodated 
on the righ t han j side of the pulpi t, whe re, no J aubt, they had to be on their best 
behav>our. It Was also r"solved to purchase new "atting an.! to prOVide a Special 

,- 



chair to serve the nGc,:s 01 the occupant of tho rostrum, a Idni:1 thou~ht which no 
doub t wa s fully appreciated by :3ni:"l occupant. It shou Ld be lTIGntioncd that the 
clorious collection of camphor laurel, peperina, and c~dar treeG, which flank 
tho so sha á1y western side of the Church, wcre plantcd ;JY John I3ov.Jr.1er, during his 

term as Uayor of Rocdule ¥. 
':'l1e new at"l.'.i tions to the Chur-ch were opened oLicially on ilovem~er 15th, 1892, 
when the Reverend Charles J one a and r,ir. :iolliday occupiecl the pulpit. It is of 
interest to note that ti10 Trustaes rejected the layinG of th~ city wa t s r service 
to the Parsonage. No doub t Church financCG were Gtrainec\ through the financial 
c1eprescion which wa ,s aHectin3 the whole 3tate of l:ow South Wales at this period, 
as later we rea:! in the contemporary minutes that a large sum owf ng for the renting 
of the Parsonase wa a remitted by th\) ~enerosity of. the ?ruGteeo. It is also 
pleasinG to note that the water service was eventually connected to the Parsonage 

when the financial ctringency paesot , 
On May 26th, l3S4, an a.)plication wan received from raGS WearnG: for permission 
t~ use the Sunday Dchool for a private D~y 3ch~ol for a period of six months. 
The application was granted on conJition that she kept the ~lace clean and did 
not interfere with the furnishing. This arrangement was later extended for a 
further period of six morrtvs , The Church choir peti tione'j the Tru3tees fer a new 
orr~an an:' after much funcl raioin::?; a now pipe or gan , a magnificent instrument, was 
purchased at a cost of i'2.l60. The dedication of the or~an W,,::3 Get (~own for a weo k 
day evcnang , aclmi:::;sion for the Gpecia1 occasion be Lng sixpence f':)r adults and 
three-pence for children. 
On the expiry of the leaue of the point of lan1 occupied by Mr. I. Carruthero 
the property came into the hantlc of Mr. J. Napper and Mr. 3. Bowme r as a projuce 
and fruit establishment. It was Mr. ilapper's privilege to provide sheafs of 
wheat and pumpl:ins, etc. for (~isplay on a loan basis at the I'iarvest :;Tostivals 
held in the a~1jacent Church. This display material won't the rounns- of the other 
local churches for a similar purpose, and the Roman Catholic Church, after b.~ine 
warned that tho exbibi ts had be-en displayed at the MethoJist Church. the 3aptist 
Church, and by the Salvation .vrmy , replied "That is quite all right, we will 
apr-Lnk Le them heavily with Holy Water". 
The foundation stone of a large :nick Sunday á-.chool, sited on the sou thc rn side 
of the Church property, was laLl with due ceremony by Mrc. VI. I.. 3eehag, 
representing the pioneerin .: family associ~ted with the Church. ;, smaller stone 
was set by Miss f.n'_!rew:3, á1aughter of John JJldrows, the teacher of the un 'enomiánat­ 
ional day shool held in the original Church buf Lcd ng , at the same satherinc: held 
on December 9th, 1933. This new hall is a magniiicent buildin3 an~ furnished with 
all manner ~f equipment, includinG 2. l~rge stage, lor the re1igiouG teaching of 
the young. 
The Paroonage in Say street had a lace lift about 1955 when the full length fir::t 
floor veranr~ah, Wit!l ito o Labo ra to wealth of cast-iron baluotracUng, wa.s removed 
and repluced by a 5J1\aJ.l porch over t.he ant ranee doorway. vn 3ur.ch:y i.pri 1 27th, 
19 53, a dedi C2. ti on se rV ice wa shoLl when a n2W Communi on Tab Lo , the gi ft 0 f 
Fanny Elder, together with its Glass cover p La te , t.ho gift of :~enry Ernest Upton. 
w(!!r:::; dedicated to the ccrvt ce of the Chur ch , ~E) sur roun.u.ng Communion Rail was 
presented by Henry Thomas Hioks, whilot Merilyn Pope gave tho tall and exqUisite 
wooden cros3, mounted against the wall at the rear of the Comnunion Table, ~s an 
emblem of the Chriatian faith. It should be mentioned that the marble Baptismal 
font was a ~~ift made in 1935 by the Rockda Le Met~"\odist Girls FÛ:llowship. 

The now old Church is noted for the beauty of its Gtained glass windowG. Opposite 
the entrance doorway, inserted in the eantern wall, in the famous window 
repr2sentine "I~. am the Light of tho World", which must be seen in all its 



colourful glory on a sunny nornang , to oe fully appreciated. This particular 
window is a memorial to Yeoman and Mary Ann Goevc c , also Geor~ .l1nley and 
Warren George Wentworth (~ran(~!Jons 0:: the Geevis family) an..1, Lc the gift of 
Elizabeth C. Wentworth, the younge r daughter of Yeoman Gceve s , 

J..n:..l so the ol(~ Church, with its background of pa onoo r rng Jays and pioneering 
people, ~till ~lo~ishes at this year of grace. The trustees arc modern in 
their collective t;1inklnt:;, and ha ve provided the means of heating in the winter 
anc coo Li.ng in the summer, together wit;, hearing aid!> for elclerly and other 
folk. The Church premises, with th0ir foreground of shapely trees, are the one 
truly beauti1ul !Jpot in the conglomeration of busines~ premises which form the 
centre of the busy l3uburb of Rockdale. 

In conc Iuafen , I muat thank tIr. Gifford Eardley and Mr. !.lbert Ma the son , M.B.E., 
:-:or their kindly acct s tance in the preparation of thi::; article doa Lf ng with the 
history of tho Rockdale 1 :etho0ist Church, a Church which has endeared i tsclf to 
Gcncr~tions o~ worshippers. 
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