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THE KOGARAJ HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Sponsored by Kogarah Municipa] Council)

PATRONS: The iayor of Kogarsh & Ald, K. R. Cavanough, A.M,

Presidant: don, Treasurer: Hon. Secretarv:
Mr. J. E. Veness, irs, G. Johng, Mrs. B. Butters,
6 Lance Street, 38 Princes Hghwy, 36 Louisa Street,
BLAKEHURST, 2221 KOGARAH, 2217 OATLEY, 2223.
'Phone: 546 3932 'Phone: 587 4848, 'Phone: 57 6954

Vice-Presidents: Mr. V. S. Smith & Mr, N. Kelly.

OBJECTIVES: To promote.interest in the history of Kogarah Municipality and
Australia in general,
To give Support to the Preservation of historic buildings ang
other objects Considered to be of historic value,

MEMBERSHIP: Any enquiries regarding membership should be directed to the Hon.
Secretary, Visitors are especially welcone,
Subscriptions - Ordinary Members: $2.00 per annum,
Pensioners: $1.50 n i
Students: $1.50 » n

MELTINGS: Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each nonth, commencing
at 8 p.m, in the Exhibition Lounge of the Civic Centre, Belgrave
Street, Kogarah. (Teke 1ift o Second Floor and turn to right,)

PARKING: Cars way be barked in the ground floor parking area, the entrance to
which is in Wick's Lane at the rear of the Civic Centre, Post Office
Lane alongsige the Civic Centre has one-way traffic and it is
necessary to enter at Mbntgomeny Street end. From that lane you turn
left into Wick's Lane and use the first entrance into the parking
area. An alternative Way is to enter Wick's Lane from Kensington
Street,

CARSS PARK MUSEUM - Open Sundsys ang Public Holidays from 1 to 5 p.m,
Admissions; 30c 4dults, 10c Children, Maximum 80c fop one family,

DONATIONS FOR MUSEUM. Donations of items of historical interest suitable for
inclusion in the Iuseum ey be left with the Attendant. Plegse be
sure to legve your name and address and details of object.

CONTRIBUTIONS IO NEWSLETTER: Contributiong of articles ang information of local
interest forp Dublication in this Newslettepr will be welcomed if
forwarded to the Publications Officer:

Mr. V. S. Smith,
26 Prince Edwnarg Street,
CARLTON, 2218

'Phone: 587 29138,




Our next meeting will be held at 8 p.m, on the 8th July on the second floor of
the Civic Centre, Belgrave Street, Kogarah.,

We have been fortunate in securing a most talented Speaker in the person of Mr.
W. R. freeman who will illustrate his talk with an exceptionally interesting set
of slides featuring Sydney Cove.

quies on Supper Roster will be Mrs. Buchanan and Mrs. Eolmes,

Our Social _ecretary Says -=-  Are you coming with us to the Illawarra Guild _
Theatre on July 16th to enjoy Bernard Shaw's Comedy, "You never can tell"? Twenty
of our members have already booked. Please telephone if you would like to join
them. Tickets are *1,50, (537-6988)

So far, 23 adults and 5 children have booked Zor the Bathggg;-3111 End Tour

(the date of which has been altered to 23rd-24th October) but in order to finalise
this trip we must have 4C bookings by the end of July. If you wish to go please
let me know by telephone (537-6986). The cost is approximately #29.00., ie have

an over-night stay at Jathurst iiotor Inn Motel and spend Sunday morning at Hill End,
A deposit of $5.,00 is required. The cost of two lunches is not included. Now is
the time to 'phone!

Our Street Stall in Belgrave Street, Kogarah on August 20th, is something in which
all members are invited to join. Spend a happy morning with us -- and help by
providing articles for sale. Please price anything you bring for there usually
isn't any time once we start! Cakes are our best sellers - but anything saleable
will be welcomed,

Thought for the month - 4 Perfectionist is one who takes great pains - then gives
them to others! '

Sylvia Kelly.

MUSEUM DISPLAY REPORT.

The display to commemorate 75 years of federation in Australia is now on show at
the Luseum,

The exhibit fills an entire room, and is made up of general gnformation, books and
documents from-the period. The disnlay is divided into three sections, the first
covers forces at work in Australian society, such as the rise of nationalism, fear
of coloured labour, and defence concerns, which contributed to the desire of the
majority of Australians for Zederation. The next section relates the actual
prozress towards the union, this is divided into six steps covering the period
from the formation of the Federal hustralasia Council in 1285, to the Constitution
Bill being passed by the 3ritish Parliament in 19C1., The last section covers the
celebrations in 19.1, ' . '

Cn the walls there is a gallery of Prime Ministers, and a print of Charles Nuttall's
painting of the opening of Federal Parliament on May 9, 1901, This was originally
donated to Kogarah Council by a group of residents in 1907,

I would like to acknowledge the help given on this exhibit by Mrs, Sheldrick who
printed the display cards; to Mr. Jack Lean for his reproduction of over sixty
photographs, and to Mrs. Gwen Lean for her work on touching up the older prints,

?he S5T. George Fhilatelic Society has put up a new display which fits in with our
federation exhibit for it shows postal stationery that was issued by each colony




when they were geparate entities. The earliest item in group iﬂ ar post card
1ssued by tho Iestvrn Auutralyan qovernment in 1879, .1

In the next few monthg more exciting changes are planned for the Museum'anﬁ will
be reported on in subsequent igsues o7 the HNe w;letter.r~ . ! :
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,July 4th .- o Mrss Ge Johns and lire <°@tTaylox” . Mrs. G, Johns
no 11th - ... Mrs, 8. Kelly'and Kre 1y Jamds T : Mrs. S.. ielly
" 18th Mrs, . Diment and kiso K. Duggan : Miss C. McEwen
" 25th - br, and Lrs. I, Schweikert . o o0 < :: v M. Jo Veness
hugust lst™ CERAS T and)Irg.'u. Lean:‘”f;._ . faen Tt i .o Miry Js Lean”’
M. ¢ gth T-Mrss D, 'Hdtton and Nrs, k. Grieve [RATR T Mro. D. Hatton
o 15th Mr, and Nrs. 'J. loward ‘ . Mrs, J. Howard
" 22nd Mr, J. Wright and kr. XK. Grieve ~ lkiss C, McEwen
" -29th Mrs. A. LicCnie and ldisc M, Jfoley lir, J. Veness

17 any.date given is inconvcnient, please see mc at the next meeting, or
ring 57-594C.

——— T ———— -

TINEES IIAVE CHAN”“

The following rulos were in force.at lit. Holyoks College in 1337:

"lio young lady shall become a member of kt, Holyoke Seminary who cannot kindle

a fir:c, wach potatoes, repeat the multiplication table and at least two thirds
of the shorter catechism,

"Every member of the school shall walk a mile a day unlecc a freshet, carthquake,
or some other calamity prevent.

"I'lo young lady shall levote more than an hour a day to miscellaneous reading,

"llo young lacdy is expected to have gentlemen acquaiﬁtances unless they are
returncd misgsionaries or agents of benevolent societies," - "Beader's Digest'.

———————

"IF WE OWLY COULD"
by Damc Maxry Gilmore.

Ah! if we only could
3lot out the bitter thought,
liake life the thing we should,
And shape it as we ought,
~ Turn back tho brooding ceyes
. from things-long, lonz Zone by;
Ant logking upwarl, risc
‘~Toward a clearer oky;

;iold fast each other's hands --
Mor locsely let them go =--
Until each understanls, ¢

An?, loving, learns t- know,

~===000==000~ ===
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LISRARY REPCRT. We thought liembers would be interested to see the ~ollowing list
of books which are already available from the Kogarah lunicisal Library on

"Local Histories'",
AUT’IOR.

AMNDERSCH  Hugh

BANFIELD, Lorna L.
BAYLEY, William A,
BAYLEY, William A,

BAYLEY, William A.
BLAINEY, Geof rey
BLAXE, Les

TIT

Bhe Flowers of tne Field; a history of the Ripon Shire,

Green pastures and gold: a history of Ararat,

History of Campbelltown, N,3.W.

Rich earth: history of Young and the Shire of \
Burrangong, N.5.W.

Yass: DMunicipal centenary history.,

The rise of Sroken Hill.

Wimmera,

3

3LAND DISTRI HISTORICT SOCIETY West of the 3land; a history of the Wyalongy district,

BLAMN:S, Harvey

BOND, Douglas Gordon

BOWMAKER, 4.E.
3RENNAF, R.I.

3URTON, RBrian
CAMERCN, B.L.
C+RNEGIE, Margaret

CASSCN, Marjory R,
CHA4RLTON, Rob
COTTOME, Tom

CCULSCIY, Helen
CUNIMINGHAM, Peter
CUSACK, frank

DALEY, Louige Tiffany

bDulLce, A, J.
DUNLOP, Eric
EAGLE, Chester
EWERS, John X,
FALL, V.G,

FAULKI'ZR, Ralph
FELDTLAIT!, Arthur
FISCIER, Ruth Trant

JLETT, James D
FRIEND, Donald
GEBVES, Philip
GEZVES, Philip

GEZVES, Philip
SRALT, E.J.
GRI''FITHS, 3. lesta
ZILL, Les., R,
ACDGE, Harry
HCRNADGE, 3111

JLMES, Gwynydd Francis
YER Y, Margaret Goyder
#I't3Y, David R, Comp,

N

The story of Yea; a 150 year history of the shire,

Macquarie country, a history of the Hawkesbury

A brief history or Leeton.

Across the black soil plains: a history of the Warren
district.

Flow gzently past: the story of the Corowa district,

"Scott's corner™: a local history,

friday Hount: firct settlement at Holbrook and the
south western slopes of ii.3.V.

Loxton: district and town,

The history of Kapunda,

Letters from Grenfell from a i1.5.Y. Goldminer in the
1370's.

Etory of the Dandenongs 1838-1¢58.

Two years in N.S.W.

Bendigo: a history

Ifen and a river: a history of the Richmond River
district 1828-1895,

Benalla cavalcade: a history of Benalla and district,

iHarvest of the years: the story of Burwood 1794-1974.

Hail and Ffarewell! An evocation of Gippsland,

The western gateway: a history of Fremantle,

The sea and the forest: a history of the port of
Rockingham, West-zrn Australia,

A history of Joadja.

Swan Hill,

The Mog's back: the story of the men who made 3roken
Hili,

Dunolly: a story of an old golf diggings

A4 collection of Hillendiana.

Local history in Australia: a guide for beginners,

A place of pioneers; the centenary history of the
lunicipality of Ryde

Rockdale: itg begimning and development.,

Walking with time: the story of the Wakool country,

Point Piper - pa:t and present,

Mount Gambier: the city around a cave,

The Hill ZEnd Story Book 1,2,3,

Dubbo, 100 years of local government: the story of
Dubbo's growth from villaze to town to city.

Walhalla heyday,

The szurveyors: the story of the founding of Darwin,

from sails to atoms: first filty years of Sutherland
Shire 1906-1956,




LUTHCR. (Cont.)

LARCOIMBE, [frederick A.
LOCKXWOCD, Douglas
MARSHALL, Alan

MAZVWEL™, Zileen

MAYSEZ, Reg, J.
NZIL, Marie H.

CLLIF, Lorna
OS30RN, Betty

PALMER, Joan Austin ed.
PEARSCM, A.bi.

REYNOLDS, John
ROBERTECH, Kay
RUIEIT, Olaf

RUSZELL, Z2ric

RU.SELL, Eric _

ST. GECRGE :IICTORICL SOCIETY
SCLRLETT, Errol Lea

STRANGE, A.W.

SWAll, “eith

SWANCOTT, Charles

SWALNCOTT, Charles

TCLCHARD, Clifford
WALYZIR, John

WOOD, W. 4llan

WYATT, Ransome T,

-
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£ distory of Botany 1788-197C, ]

The front door: Darwin 1869-1969,

Pioneers and: painters: one hundred yecars of
Eltham and its ghire,

Written in gold; the story of Gulgong, the town
on the 10 dollar note,

Pictorial history of Port Augusta,

Valley of the Macleay: the history of zempsey and
the Macleay iver district,

There must be a river: history of the Shire of
Hornsby.,

The 3acchus story;
of 3acchus liarsh, and his son.

William l[ioodie: a pionezr of western Victoria,

Echoes from the mountains anc history of the Omeo ]
Shire Council.

Launceston: history of an iustralian city.

Iyrtleford: gatecway to the alps,

Parramatta sketch boolk,

Drummoyne: a western suburbs history
1794-1871-;971.

Lane Cove 1782,1895,1970.

A century of progress: Rockdale 1871-1971,

Gundaroo '

Ballarat: a brief history

4 history of Wagga Wazga

Good old Woy Woy

Gosford and the Henry Zendall Country, Koolewong
to Lizarow- : s

The ycars of endeavour: Bankstown, i

Two hundred years in retrospect, Kurnell—Sutherland,
177C0-1970, ’

Bawn in the valley: the story o~ settlement in the
Hunter River Valley to 1833,

The history of Goulburn H.8.W.

a history of Captain W.:i. Bacclms,g

e

a0 1 9 o [p——

L. Howard.

Librarian.



-~ Continued from the June Newsletter --

ROCHJALE LETHODIST CHURCH

by C.W, Napper,

Gazing through the Minute Book of the Trustees of the Chapel we find that the
Chapel wac let from time to time for public meetings, and also Yor the enclosed
meetings of such organisations as the Uddfellows Lodge and kindred societies. In
fact the Chapel was the only place available in the arca, then known as Rocky
Point and now known ac Rockdale, for such meetings, The petition of the
Cddfellows came beiore the Trusteces of the Chapel on November 3rd, 1879, when it
was resolved "that we allow them the use of the Jchool~room one night a fortnight
“or lodze purposes only, and “urnish two lights for the rental of one pound per
quarter, with the following restrictions. First - o Smoking Allowed. Sccond -
That should any damage accrue to cither the building or the furniture through
their meetings they shall make proper rcpairs. Third. That this arrangement
holds good for one year only," It was also resolved "That half said re: t be paid
to Trust Mund and half allowed for extra trouble caused to the teacher of the
school",

The Wesleyan ‘.chool was Fnown as Rocky Point £chocl between the years 1857 and
1882, in which neriod it was conducted by the Wesleyan Church iuthorities. On
January 1st, 1883 it became a Public School, although Mr, John fndrews, who had
been in charge since 1862, continued as teacher under the new regime until the
closure of the use of the Chapel for educational purposes, an event which occurred
at the cnd of the year 1884, For reasons now difficult to assecs the students of
the arca, now known as Rockdale, had to attend the Pu:lic School at arncliffe or
Zozarahn, a circumstance which provad most inconvenient for the ma jority of the
scholars, who resided in or arouncd old-time Rockdale, 1In paszing, it should be
mentioned that it was not until January 1839 that the prosent Publie School,
sited at the crest of lockdale Rill, was opened under the head-master-ship of

Mr., John ‘lerlihy,

The earlicr fears that the Rocky Point Wesleyan Church would prove too large for the
loczl con:regation were soon dispelled, The edifice became the centre of many
revivals and ingatherings, and its membership had grown to such an extent that by
1271 the Chapel became too small. The nave portion of the present main Church
building was then erccted at a cost of £26U0 and the original Chapel adapt2d for
school and Sunday © chool purposes. The zrowth oi the Church became noticeable in
many ways and the Trustess meetinz in the school room held on february 15th, 1877,
dealt with a request from the choir for increascd accommodation, This request
poscd the Trustces with a problem, an expensive problem, as it meant the adcition
oi two side vestries to house the choir and also their musical instrument, It was
deciced to "postpone any such e:xtension for the present until the Trustees had
taken a collective view of the place", lieanwhile, it was resolved that Messrs
Thomas liascord and John andrews "get the fenee mended and get some gravel placed
about the Church".

Hdowever, the choir was undaunted and at the next meeting of the trustees, held on
August 3Cth, 1877, they came forward with a paper showing the desirability of
pProcuring an /imerican Organ Ior the Chapel services and this time their wishes were
carried out. The instrument was purchased at a cost of 245, of which sum the choir
members, through contributions raised at two "Evenings of Gacred Song'", donated 235,
I? was suggested that the harmonium formerly in use be sold to c¢efray the balance

of Z10, and "that any surplus remaining, it be appropriated to the use of the choir
for the purchase of books, ete,". It was further resolved that Mr, William Beehag's




-t

tenZer for twelve guincas for the surchasc of the harmonium be acceptels, It is
remarkable how all these mattors of moment work out for the berefit of all
conccrner,

The ALnniversary services hclt by the 3-vercenl John Osborne, ceclebrate! by a teca
an? public meceting hels on Thurslay December 12th, 1878, an? Church scrvices anl
scrmon on Suncday Decemder 8th, 1878, brought forwarl scveral items of interest.
The trustecs resolvel "Whatever balance of the »rocecds of the Anniversary
celebration that remain aiter paying thc Church cebt be given towarls the crcetion
of a sister Church at We~t Botany". & very finc gesture inleel, 4t the same
meoting the Trustecs decidel to insurc the Church builling to tho amount of £470,
and the carlicr chapel building, then the school room, at 210C. The Chapel-keoper
also ha! his annual rcmuneration raised irom 26 to 210 in conscqucnce of the
frequency of Evenings of Cacrel Song anl the extra labour incurred thereby. It is
understoo’ that at this period Mr. Thomas Mascord wac Church Steward anl that his
gool wife was Church-kecper. In 188C we fin. that the ercction of new fencing

an? gates to the Church property became necescary, a circumstance, includingz the
paintings, cet the Church finances back somec 260, quitc a largc sum in thosc far
of: days. It wae also mentioned at the time that the en! wali of thc new Church
was chowing signs of parting from th. rect of the fabric, the aperturc letting

in an unpleacant draugzht not greatly appreciate? by thosc sitting nearby. To
overcome the ‘ifficulty thc sceretary was cmpowere? to borrow 250 at 7% intercst
to defray th: neccssary coct oxf affixing the internal moul ling and external
flashing. '

In Septerher 1880, the job of re=-shingling the old school-housc was entructed to
Lr, William Sray, whilst on Novembcr 20th, 1832, a requect wac roceived Jrom the
Suncday school teachers for al'itional ioom. it wac resolvce? that the school room
bé enlarged at a cost not to cxcoed 24C0., At this time Turther Church expeniiture
wzs incurred with a thir! Minister being appointed to the local circuit an! it vas
required that this genticman was to reside at Tocky Point (ockdale). To defray
extra costs involve?, the trqétcos ceeided thest "collections be made both morning
and afternoon a+ the Church serviees, and not only in the aiternoon as heretoforc™,

The pIans far the Sunday school extension ajcared in duc course and it was

Jeei 'ed, at the Trustoe meeting held on 4pril 12th, 1883, "to accept Mr. S.3enson'
tender for the mason work for 2130 an' that of lir, List for £178 for carpentering
an?! {inishing thc edifice, provide! that these two tonders cover all works

required by the plans and specifications". The secrctary was requected to
negotiate for the required loans, an?d kir. 4ndrews to arrange Zor the contracts and
to superinten? the work. Mr, 3enson applied for a iurther £12 through a mis-
unlerstanling of the specifications in rcfercence to the win'ow and ‘loor drescings
being chiselled, On consileration of the matter tho Trusteces ceide? to offer

the sum of £6 to kir, 'cnson for the extra work. They also ‘eciled to furnish a

five inch guttering around theg buililing in orier to lea’l rain water into a suitable
catchment tank, as a2t this time the city water reticulation service had not

rcache:! the area, It wac also resolved that the said tank be romoved from the
vicinity of the Church to the back, or cast en?, of the school-room, Whilct on

the subject of wat:r services the Trusteces "presented their thanks to Miss E.3eehag
and Mics loon for the water bottle and glacs donated by them for use of the
preachers in the Church",

Cn 12th June 1884, thc Trustecs of the Rockdale Church deci‘led to erecet a sister
church at Hurstville at a cost of £300, thc Reverend I.A. Nolan an<d the Reverend
J.Bowes being authorised to collect funds for this purposz. By thc following month
tenders for this new Church were presented, and that of Messrs Roberts and ;3r4ne;
were accepted for the sum of £245, Mr, William Bray was appointed to su erint;nd
the erection of the builling on behalf of the Trusteces, thz official o iin

taking place on January 26th, 1885, an? the two following Sun’ays, P ¢

/




The Trustce meeting held on Hovember 1st, 1884, reso}ved that'?ho deverefd J;Bowos
be "requested to wait on Mr, William 3eehag and Ny, Wi}lmott with the vibw oLhi
obtaining a Church site at West Sotany, or to ask Mr, Godfrey or others", Thisg
Church sitc was kindly ziven to the Trustees by Mr. Foulkes and the Trustees
deciled to <zvot the pProcecds of thoe forthcoming Anniversary, %ess t?e amount duc
for lizhting an clearing of the nockdale Church, for tho buil?ing of the West
sotany Church project., The question 0% a Parsonage at Rockdale now arose and‘a
generous offer was ma“’e by Mr, Golfrey of a site aljacent to the Church groun:is,
Mr, Godfrey! - tender of 2777 to erect the two storied eight-rooged Parsonage was
accepted at the Trustee meeting held on November 17th, 1887, ani at the {uno
mecting of the followirg year it was decide: to licht both the Church and t?F
school-room with 328, a service which had then recently come to Rockdale, JFour
years later the seceretary wasg instructed to scll the now disused oil-lanps and
"make the best bargain he can'",

The noise of Lr., Saywell's steam trams passing to and fro along Bay Strect raised
the ire of the Church Trustees and 2 letter was scent to the offenders requesting
that the pPuiiing and whistling noises be lessenad during Church hours, Locomotives
are notoriously rowdy creaturcs an?i just what Steps that lir, ~aywell could take to
Ccliminate the huf ings ana pufiings as the engines slowly climbed the Bay Stroet
hill is harq to cletermine, although, no doubt hz could have had some influence in
controlling the exuberent whistling,

December the 5th, 1838, marlen the Trustce meeting which dealt with the point, or
apex, of the unoccupied Church land which approachad the Junction of Rocky Point
Road an: 2ay treet, 4t this meeting it wag decided to leaso this portion of the
property, below the trees, to lir, Thompson, However, in [iarch 183¢, MNr, Thompson
relinquishen his lease, which then came unier lease for a term of five Years to

Fr, Richard dolden, a butcher by tradle, at a charge of 225 Per. annum, However
second thoughtg on the matter made the Trusteeg think that it wag best not te lease
the saio land, Then, on Getober 10th, 1890, it wag resclved "That lir, A. Carrutherg
ofier for the western point of the Church ground on a leage Ior seven yecars he -
acecepted on condition that the plan of the building to be ereeted be approved,"

It should be menticnes at this juncture that "ir 1883 thc Junior minister of the
ewtown Circuit, the <everen- Joseph 3owes, was aprointed to regidle at Rocky Point
(Rockdale); ant in 1286 g division wasg offoctef, and a new circuit created,
conmprising iockdale (as ‘tocky Point was henceforth to be known), Kogarah, Arncliffc,
Hurstville, sexley and West Botany ‘treet, to which the ieveren:! Thomas Parker wag
aspointed a- “irst Idnister", In the following year it became necessary to Provice
accommocdation or a married Ministcr, and to this enq the aforcmentionen Parsonage
hal to be erected to houge the Reverend Joseph Honahan, Three yearsg later in 1892,
during the pastorate of the Reverend Charlesg Jones, 3 furthey division took place
Dy the Creation of Logarah,_Xurstville, and Pcakhurst, into a Separate circuit,

°n July 13th, 1892, a2 contract was jet to Mr., 7il3 for a ‘urther adlition to what
may be deseripeq as the sceon: Church bu1131ng, the price being 2430, However, Mr,
111 4 pot sign the contract which was subsequently placed with Messrsg, Smith,
Eldriﬂge, and Sodfrey at a cost of 25c., It ig undlerstoo that thig work covered
the al'ition of two sile transepts to the'Church, making it a tce-shapod structure
anl lengthening the roor to accommodlate the new arrangement, It is not known to the
writer as to whethcr the neat stone belfry over the northayn entrance doorway wag
e?ected at thig periol, 1¢ is unlerstoog that 2o Church bell wag never placed ipn this
S-ructure, The tender fop the Panclling an.: the Provision ‘por the rostrunm seats ete,
wags let to liescrs, Eldgidge and Jones at a coct of 2 S. &4 Ssystem of Scat rental wag
1P Vogue, an? at this perica it wag resolved- to have foyup seats at the réar of the
Church get aside for strangers "and tc pe free", School children Wwere accommodatoq
on thg right han: side of the pulpit, where, no doubt, they haq to bhe on their begst
bchavioyy, It was also resolved to purchase ney natting ann to provide a special




chair to scrve the neels oi the occupant of the rostrum, a kind thought which no
doubt was fully appreciated by gaidl occupant. It should be mentioned that the
rlorious collection of camphor laurel, peperina, and ccdar trees, which flank
the so sha’y western side oi the Church, were planted Dy John Bowmer, during his
term as liayor of Rocdale.

~he new ad’'itions to the Church were opened of..icially on i'ovemoer 15th, 1892,

when the Reverend Charles Joncs and lir. Holliday occupied the pulpit. It is of
interest to note that the Trustees re jected the laying of the city watcr service

to the Parsonage. NNo Asubt Church finances were strained through the financial
deprescion which was affecting the wholc State of liew South Weles at this period,
as later we read in the contenporary minutes that 2 large sum owing for the renting
of the Parsonagec was remitted by the generosity of the Trustees. It is also
pleasing to note that the water servicc was cventually comnected to the Parsonage
when the financial stringency passcl.

On May 26th, 13¢4, an asplication was received from IFiss Wearnc for permission

t» use the Sunday School for a private Dzy School for a period of six months.

The application was granted on condition that she kept the slace clean and did
not interfere with the furnishing. This arrangcment was later extended for a
further period oi six mont .se The Church choir petitioned the Trustecs fcr a new
or~zan an: after much fund raicing a ncw pipe organ, 2 magnificent instrument, was
purchased at a cost of £16C. The dedication of the organ was set Cown for a week
day evening, acmioscion for the special occasion being sixpence for adults and
three-pence for children.

On the expiry of the lease of the point of land occupied by Mr. l. Carruthers
the property camc into the hands of Mr. J. Napper and lir. 3. Bowmer as a produce
anl fruit establishment. It was Mr. ilapper's privilege to provide sheafs of
wheat and pumplins, etec. for Aisplay on 2 loan basis at the Harvest festivals
held in the a‘jacent Church. This display material went the rounds. of the other
local churches for a similar purpose, and thc Roman Catholic Church, after being
warned that the exhibits had bcen displayed at the lictholist Church, the Baptist
Church, and by the Salvation rmy, replied "That is quite all right, we will
sprinkle them heavily with Holy Water".

The foundation stone of a large drick Sunday ~.chool, sited on the southcrn side

of the Church property, was lail with .lue ceremony by Mrc. W, Ae Becehag,
representing the pioneerin family associated with the Church. 4 smaller stone
was set by Miss Anlrews, ‘laughter of John Zndrews, the teacher of the un ‘enominat-
ional day shool held in the original Church building, at the same gathering held
on December Sth, 1933. This new hall is o magnificent building an' furnished with
all manner of equipment, including 2 lirge stage, for the religious teaching of
the young.

The Parsonaze in 3ay Gtreet had a face 1ift about 1955 when the full length firzt
floor veran'ah, with its claborate wealth of cast-iron balustrading, was removed
and replaced by a small porch over thc entrance doorway. on Sunday Lpril 27th,
1958, a dedication service was hell when a new Communion Table, the gift of

Fanny Elder, together with its glass cover plate, the gift of enry Ernest Upton,
wers dedicated to the service of the Church. Tho surroun.'ing Communion Rail was
presented by Henry Thomas Hicks, whilst Merilyn Pope gave the tall and exquisite
wooden croscz, mountcd against the wall at the rear of the Comrunion Table, as an
emblem of the Christian faith, It should be mentioned that the marble Baptiémal
font was a ~ift made in 1935 by thc Rockdale Methodist Girls Fellowship.

The now old Church is notcd for the beauty of its ctained glass windows,. Opposite
the entrance doorway, inserted in the eastern wall, is the famous window
representing "Ia am the Light of the World", which must be scen in all its
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colourful glery on a sunny morning, to be fully appreciated. This particular
window is a memorial to Yeomen and Mary Ann Geeves, also George finley and
Warren George Wentworth (grancsons of the Geevgs family) an® ic the gift of
Elizabeth C. Wentworth, the younzer caughter of Ycoman Geeves,

And so the ol! Church, with its background of pioneering days and pionecring
people, ctill <lourishes at this year of grace. The trustees arec modern in
their collective tainking, and have provided the meanc of heating in the winter
anc cooling in the summer, togcether with hearing aids for celderly and other
folk, The Church premises, with their foreground of shapely treces, are the one
truly beautiful spot in the conglomeration of busines: premises which form the
centre of the busy suburb of Rockdale.

In conclusibn, I must thank Lir. Gifford Zardley and Mr, Albert liatheson, M.B.E.,
Zfor their kindly ascistance in the preparation of this article dealing with the
history of the Rockdale lethocist Church, a Church which has endearcd itself to
generations ol worshippers.,




