TE KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER




Our next meeting will be held oa Thursday, ilovember 11, 1975, at 8 p.m. in the
civic Ceatre, Jelgrave Street, logarah.

The Cpeake+ will be our owa Member, ifr. Charles 3ilbert whose topic will be
"Suffer the Little Childrea" and will give the nistory of the Coloaies' Early
Charity Gchools. Having heard Mr. 3ilbert speak before, I am sure we will have
a very interesting and enjoyable night,

Our Raifle Prize has been kindly donated by Mr. and Mrs. Schweikert,

Once again our "Open ilight" in October was eanjoyed by all, Many interesting
articles were brougit along., Many hours could have been speat ~looking at the
beautiful collectior of old English Cigarette Cards which Miss Harry has
mounted in Albums., - And of course, her 3aby Doll was exquisite,

- -

I am sure all our members join in sending best wishes to Mr, V., Omith, our Vice
2resident, As this llewsletter goes to press he is having a "muci earned holiday"
in Jt. George Hospital, Mr., Omith hasa't been well Zor sometime. e are
missing him greatly and look forward to having him back with us before long.

ZOCIAL 1EWS,
Our night at the Illawarra Theatre 3uild to see "Cur Towa" was enjoyed by all,
The acting was excelleat and the whole show was very well presented,

—atiwrst-idill Td - e were more than fortunate in the weather, /After weeks

ol heavy raii, along came a beautiful suaay week-end. I do hope everyone
enjoyed their two day holiday, aid “or those who nad not been there beiore, the.
small towaships o: Soiala and ill Ead were very interesting., Hir. Ronnie
laterford, "iline Host" of "The loyal lotely Hill =ad, was kind enough to spare
the time to take us down to where we could pa: for gold --it-was there ia small
quaxtities, and some of us brought back a very LITTLZ bit, In a 2 x 2 Jeneral
Store, at Jofala they had in tue window . MILLIOUAINES: ZIT For sale for [25.00,
Ve were iatrigued with the wotice, zad found the kit to contain a sluicing pan}
a pick and a small hammer - could be true if oae was lucky eaough to £ind rich
gold., Thaak you to Mrs, Jean James, who brought along a very aice purse. for
the raffle; to Jolleen for preparing tihe Sat.urst iotes. Thanks also to our
“resident wio saw to it that everythiag possible was done to make the week-end
so successful, ‘ ?

Christmas ilight - Jecember 9th, Jow is the time to get your name down if you
are going to joia us -- if you miss out please phone me on 537-6936 up to the
week previous to the 9th December, 3ood steaks - lovely music and a very
relaxing and happy time -- all for $2.50 adults, $1.50 children, Ve will be
happy to see you, ' '

™

Raffle Books - Still more for the asking., 2lease do take a book and sell them,
someone will wia a lovely TEALIQUOR SET for oanly 10c and the money all goes to
make our Museum beautiful, This is one way we can all help.

Sylvia Telly.

OUR TIOUZIT - Many people have a good aim ia life but they doa't pull the trigger.




Lunch at the Toyal ‘Jotel was the gastrOJomic nighlight of the week-end. Our
flost, LOD {aterford, aiter doing the cooking, volunteered to conduct us 02
o tour of the towd and thea to Tambaroond for a Jemonstration of gold-
peaning. &£ few Zlakes of the metal appeared in each pan, 20t auggets as
were expected by some of our younger prospectors, but enougit to create
symptoas OF ngold Zever' in others. ' '

~ack tarough Sofals, 711iord, Wallerawaag -~ a short, but long awaited stop
at slackheatis then back home.

Qur trip was made more pleasant by 2 congenial soach Captain, ny times
wes the question asked 'where are we going ~jext"? Or '“hen will we do this
again'?

Our thaiks aad congratulations 30 to Jylvia 7elly for her efforts in the
orsanisation of the trip waich in no small way assured its success.

r

J., &, Veness.

Tollowing are tree reports from OUT “elegates to the 1976 Royal listorical
Society coniereace -~
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he followi.3 is a coadensed account of the lecture we were privileged to
hear at the asiual confereace oOn Saturday 23srd October, 1976. 1t conacerned

tie preservation, restoration, conservation and general care o aistoric
buildingse.

The first thing to be considered iS the “why". Y should a particular
building ve preserved? 4n unusual style of arcaitecture - @ significant
buildiag, pernaps the first example of a nevw treaxd or pernaps & very
ordinary building wnich was the home of a Cfamous persoils

preservation is fusdamentally & progressive activity, preservation is not
just for antiquarianism, preservation is for tie future.

Jlerewith are seve:l poiats waich are justifiable reasons -

1) ilistorical - guarding our cultural heritage involves the emotions and
enables us to appreciate the forces which brouguit these things about.

2) sgychological - 1The present can ouly be understood by studying the past.
People experieace 2 gsease oi stability whel they are surrouaded LY memory
and continuity - & buifer against change.

L country's architecture is a tistorical record. ZDvery building is an

original documeint worthy of preservation.

3) lLesthetic - sities and their suildiags have survived Ior ceaturies

because oi their solidity and duravbility. Rapidity oZ change causes less stable
puildings to decay.

srgyle 2lace started as a quarry and hecause of the needs of the commui ity
developed i a laissez faire maaier to its present delightiul and fascinating
state. '

43 Time - Tae evidence oi time 07 old buildings is psychological and cestietice.
Time adds maturity aad mellow veauty.

5) Economic Teaso:s £OT Preservatio.l - Ty destroying & building we are
losiag valuable asset. T2 the light oI Zfuture i ducements to .tovirists we
cannot aiford to lose aay of ou

r resources.




T Toain Vasn RS Nt g s gz v - iy e 3 o
ifter 1050 we saw the Victorian style gaiuing popularity.Because of their
concentration and quality these buildings have great tourist attcactioi.

lomestead style of buildings and wool-sheds are uazique - syaonomous with
pastoral life in our country.

Maldon in Victoria was declared a aistorical towa, Immediately it became a
tourist attraction, a business boom followe:d, prices of properties increased
aad the project was a great financial success.

6) Architectural lleritage. Iv-ry old building cannot be preserved, e have

to make a selection -- tae commonsense approach. Lasure that every building
which is preserved is good and representative.

7) Iducational - Aa obvious combiuaatioa of the six previous reasous for
preservation. OComethiang for everyoae - lti:e buildiags ofi the past to be
enjoyed by preseat and future zenerations, studeats aad tourists alike, &
building should oot be preserved in isolation, but its total effect in the
eavironmeat, '

hat is to be preserved? After we have studied the "why' the yhat'" flows
on automatically.

llow? The restoration or renovation should be carried out so that the building
retained as closely as possible its original appearance. & building wiich is
preserved as & lMuseum should be a working viable part of the commuaity,

Most buildings'have eﬁolvedrand.expanded over the years. Elizabeth Far is a
typical example, ' :

Ia the process of restoration the materials used should be as close as possible
to the original, especially in roofs, glass ia windows, Ifinishes and colours,
For exterior paintings the main colours used were brow:, grey, stoae and
sometimes white., The roofs were predominantly rerd - the colour obtained Lrom
red oxide and referred to as raddled.. The same ingredient was used in 7
cosmetics, . rouge to colour the clieeks -'ilence tile expression ‘addled old lag".
i horrible thought with which to.conclude this compreheasive aad stimulating
lecture, ' ' ,
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the issues discussed at the Lusiness Sessfon of the Conference covered
aspects ol preservation in relatiox to arcliitecture, tie law aad archaeology.

low do archaeological aspects affect “ogarai? Ms Judy Dirmingham, Senior
Lecturer in érchaeology, Cydaey Uaiversity, is anxious to preserve a record

of trades a.d crafts, thaeir methols or processes, axd the sites where these
were carried out, This would igglude sawmills, brick kilas, tanneries, in fact
avy industrial occupation; e.g. tiie site oI saw pits at "lurstville, lime
kilas at Lime {ilu Lay or, what was ascociated with Judc¢ Jtreet, Catley?

What buildi.gs or other structures should be .preserved in Jozaran? roifessor
J.M, “reeland, 2rofessor of Architecture, University ol llew Jouth VWales and
Zouncillor, 2.4.0.0. spoke about the value of our heritage for its beauty.
"seauty brings prosperity", .e sail, aaxd as well, we have an educational

aad ecoromic asset. Our total eaviroumeat should include buildi.gs which
sive a sense of belonging, aad surrouad us with an atmosphere shared by
earlier geanerations, Our earliest settlers left Lurope as it reached one

of the peaks in architecture - the elegant Jeorgian period. After the first
rough huts here, buildings reilected the English style, but siace the early
19th century, architecture has evolved i1 .Justralia whiclh is uiique.

if we intend to preserve our ueritage it is importaat to be selective of the

best example or most historic or unique, but tlhere is no doubt that where




a local council or company preserve an old building with restoration or
renovation, they wix public approval. Drofessor -reeland recomme:ds that a
building should be restored to its best period or the period when someo:le Zamous
lived there, e pointed out that the best results are achieved with patteras,
materials and colours in use at that periol o the vuilding's "hey day". if

tae mortar sihould be correct. LF cement was not used originally, its use in
restoration would set up a destructive chemical reaction in the old oricks.

Lime mortar must be made up three days before it is to be used and allowed to
staad and mature, ready for use.

1s theee a law or policy aLout preservation in Zogeral?

Tue Hon. dr. Justice &. Tlse-Mitchell, 2resident T.Adl.C., spoke about
preservation and the law. ie repeated the words oi the Minister for Planning
ad Enpironmeant, Mr. 2aul Landa, .. ''put an ead to destruction Y intent or

aeglect''. '

There is no law protectiag evel the selected structures listed by the ilational
Trust, and some otherwise well-intentioned local councils have permitted
cemolitions. Other councils, such as {lindsor, have prescribed certain historic
structures in their area, and these may not be altered without permissioa.
These historic buildings. are indicated on those council's planning schemes.

The council or local hictorical society might consider certificates of merit
or plaques to ow:aers of well preserved buildings. )

if preservatio. is not advisable, old buildings veing demolished will be
forgotten ualess photograpned, and careful records made of their unique or
historic features.

1n conclusion it was anaounced that the “remier and ifr, Landa are prepariag a
leritage dct and propase to establish a lieritage Zouncil of ilew Jouth Vales
to consider the preservation, restoration and presentation ol appropriate
properties (for insta:ce, maxy may continue in their present function in tae
eaviroament although some will Decome museums).

The lleritase fct is also iatenled to provide for congervation orders for large
natural or urbaa areas.

Mr. Landa sail "our leritage is a limited and irreplaceable possescion and we

have a respoasibility to future generations to ensure that it is preserved”,

yill you please write personally to the Minister, indicatiag your interest,

jnvolvement anxd views about this proposed legislation, and vote at our next

meeting that tue Society should also acclaim this responsible recopnition of
Rest? .

our heritage: 3, HOWARD.
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~0a Juavlay 24t October, represeatatives ol aumerous istorical Organisations,
i.cluding ‘oparan, Hurstville, St. seorge and maiy from Country towas aad
Iaterstate, joined forces with the loyal ilistorical Jociety oa & tour oi
uistoric ilindsor, one of the five townships created by Jovernor Lachlan
Macquarie in 1010, It was at a Jdianer at Joverament ilouse, indsor, ou the
4th Jecember, 1010, that Uindsor, Richmond, Castlereagh, Pitt Town and
Jilberforce were aamed.

Leaving Cydney's Macquarie Street at 9 a.m. by two coaches, our first 'Port
oF call' was Ot. Matthews Anglican Church. .The foundatio:n stone was laid by
Soveraor lacquarie ia 13817, and the sraveyard whica is older than the church
contains the tombstones of many early settlers, The oldest stoae inscribed
1010 marks the grave of Andrews Thompson, axce the Chief Magistrate for the
district, :

La interesting incident occurred ia coanection with the laying oi the

foundation stoae, which is recorded in onze of the old registers, Misfortuae
accompanied this and a subsequent ceremony ia that on botlh occasioas the
Spanish dollar deposited in the corner stone was stolen. cCommeating upon this
"infamous species of theft"] the eatry in the register coacludes, "It is
supposed tliat the corner stone was throw: down each time and the money stolen by
some of the indigeat coavicts employed at the public works ia the towa of
tindsor,

Thae pipe orzan in Ot. Matthew's is claime! to be the first pipe orzan to be
built i fustralia, and the original bible uow preserved i a glass case aear
tl:e eatraace, was the gift of Xing Seorge 1V.

‘*ye 1la.m. Saurch Cervice was conducted by tie lector, the nevd. Canmon .
Jawson T ..L. The coagregzation Zilled the church almost to capacity. Jollowing
the service, luac. was provided at the Vindsor Towli:ij Club Zor the 97 people
wio were on tour,

Our next iaspection was that 0f another ciwurch of the same name, t.at oi ot.
ilatthew's Catholic Church, of which the Zouadation stoie was laid by Lr. 2olding
01 the 20th _ecember, 1536, the Zirst mass being celebrated by lev,James :ixon,
ihe early priests covered ti.2 llawkesbury Uistrict from Zurrajong to the
Macdonald aad journeyed to Penrith and .athurst.

Two Liomes were open for inspection, 'Trevallya' aad 'Jairfield', both not
oaly of historic interest but both of great credit to the owners for the mainner
of restoration and in their furaishinags, 'Trevallya' beiag au historical
museum in its own right. The first grant of land was macde to a Omallwood in
1790 and in 1857 was owned by Qichard Ridge aad used as livery stables with
coaches operating between lindsor aand JSydaey. The property is now owned by
Mrs. ean, nee lall, whose ancestors were amoig the 16 free adult passengers
aad 20 childrea who arrived on the 'Coromandel’ oxn 13th June 1802. 1Vith a
qumber of other settlers at Portland Ilead, they were the founders oI the
Presbyterian Church in Australia, and the Church at Ebenezer, vuilt on Owen
Cavanough's 100 acre land grant, is now the oldest church of any denomination
ia sustralia still ia use. g

Tairfield! house is an imposing Victeriaa mansion ou the approach to iiaisor
from the 'lest. The original part was pbuilt just prior to 1533 wae:x tlilliam
Cox took up residence there. 'The house was built oz land granted to ilenry
Jox, son of Uilliam, in 1304, and remained ia tue Tox family uatil the late
1340's, The property has passed sthrougi aumerous hands uatil purchased ULy
the Drangwins in 1972,who propose to cater for wedding receptions. Zart oi
the estate is unow the Vindsor Cou.try Club,

~en to alother Zine building, tue iiindsor Court louse, suilt Ly {lilliam Jox
wio also served as a magistrate, in 1322 at a cost of 21200, tue building was
created Ly Jrancis 3jreenway ait IDnglish architect who in 1l14 was sent to
iustralia for Zormery. I 1815 sovernor iacquarie appoirted Sreeaway livil
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Architect at a salary of 3/- per day, aad in 1219 ne received- a full pardon.
In ‘mgust 1329 the first Circuit Court in iiiadsor was opened by Judge Stephen
one man was hanged for house breaking whilst another received seventy five
lashes for stealing oranges. A portrait of overnor Macquarie, commissioned
by Ilawkesbury settlers has hung in the Court Iouse since 1822,

Opposite the Court House is another fine old building, erected in 1805 as the
'Peninsular Ina' and later operated as a Finishing School for girls. A most
jnteresting aspect of this building is the many nests built by hundreds of
Tairy Martens under the eaves of the building. The 'Penisular Inn' and three
adjoining workers' cottages are currently being restored by the ilational Trust
through a grant from the Australian Sovernment.

Our next inspectioa was to that of the Windsor lawkesbury Museum, llo,5 Thompson
Square and aext to the Macquarie Arms Hotel. The Museum occupies a site where
a free settler from britain, Joha Howe, conducted a general store from 1811 to
the late 1830's. As the Daniel 0'Connell Inn, conducted by Edward Coffey, it
was the most popular hotel around the Hawkesbury in the 1840's, In 1876 John
lowe's soa sold the building to Seorge savies who was producing a weekly paper
there called the Australiana, and was printed from 1372 to 1593.

The Joctor's llouse, also ia Thompson Oquare, has beei the lLome of many diiferent
doctors for almost 100 years. Oae of the first doctors to live in the lovely
home.was .octor Thomas Fiaschi, wio also won fame as a vigernow, his vineyard,
Tizaana, was near GCackville. '

The Macquarie Lrms liotel, now in the process o< restoratio., faces Thompson
Gquare aand 3eor3e Street, was opened by soveraor Macquarie in 1515 and built by
Nichard sitzgerald, The hotel is conducted umror the original name, although
the name had been changed to the Royal Hotel iu 1074 after a period oi some
years duriag which the building was used as a private home.

the buildiag was oace described by W.C. Wentworth as 'the most splendid
establishmeat of its kind in the Zolony'.

Tor the day, we were fortunate to have as our guide, Joug. sowd, a resident of
Jindsor 2.1 the author of 'llacquarie Couatry'.

Our inspection covered a minimum of the many homes and buildings in the historic
llawkesbury. In the State Arciaives are manuscripts written by Seorge Reeve in
1931 of maay of our historic buildings of the llawkesbury, Australia's most
romeatic waterway in both history and beauty.

The area is of particular iaterest to the writer, apart from the part that Owen
cavanougia and nis wife Margaret played in the early settlement of the Colony,
their son ilichard 1602-1230, and 2ichard's son William David both conducted
successful businesses for many years ia Uiadsor. Many descendants were married
in ot, Matthews, and headstones too mark many of their last resting places.

The day was most fruitful in the knowledze gained and the hospitality shared.
Z. T. CAVAIGU I,




THE KO3ARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(Sponsored by Xogarah Municipal Council)
PATRONS: The Mayor of Xogarah & Ald. X.R. Cavanougn, 4.t

Presideat: Hon, Treasurer: Hon. cecretary:
Mr, J.E.,Veness Mrs. 3. Johas Mrs.>.Lutters,

6 Laace 3treet, - 32 Priaces Highway, 36 Louisa Otreet,
2LAZEIURST,. 2221, KO3ARAH, 2217, OATLEY. 2223.
'Phone 546 3932, 'Phone: 587 4345, "Phone: 57 6954,

Vice Presideats: Mr, V,3,Smith and Mr. H. Xelly.

ACTIVITIES: To promote interest in the hist ry of Xogarah Muaicipality and

Australia in general,
To zive support to the preservation of historic buildings and
other objects coasidered to he of historic value.

MEMSERCIIP:  Any enquiries regarding membership should be directed to the

Yon., Cecretary. Visitors are especially welcome,
Subscriptions - Orditary HMembers: 452,00 per aaxum
Pensioaers $1.50 ¢ "
Students: g1.50 ® #
MZETiilsS: Meetings are held oa the second Thursday of each moath, commeincing
at 3 p.m, in the Exhibitiox Lousage of the Civic Ceutre, DLelgrave
Street, Zogaran. (Take lift to Secoud “loor and tur: to right].

RARKTG: Cars may pe parked i: the ground floor parking area, the eantrance of

which ig i: Wick's Lane at the rear of the Civic Ceatre, Post Office
Lane alongside the Civic Centre has one-way traffic and it is
necessary to enter at Moatgomery Street end. Jrom that lane you turn
left into Wick's Laze and use tne first entraace into the parking
area. Aa elternative way is to enter Wick's Lane from Leasington
Street,
CARGS' ZiRX MUSEUM: Open Suadays and Public Holidays from 1 to 5 p.m,
Admissions: 30 dents Adults, 10 cents Children. Maximum 80 cents

per iamily.

SOUATIONS “OR MUSEUM: Donatioas of items of historical interest suitable for
inclusioa ia the Museum may be left with the Attendant. Z2lease be
sure to leave your name and address and details of objects.

COUTRISJTIONS TO WEWSLETTER: Cohtributions of articles and information of
local interest for publication im this Hewsletter will be welcomed if
forwarded to the 2ublications Officer:

Mr., V. 3. Omith,

26 Prince Edward Street,
CARLTON. 2218.

"Z2hone: 537 29338.




