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ICOGARtJ'1 HI.§TORIClJ.. SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

This issue is for December, 1977 end January, 1978. In lieu of the 
Decenber mce t Lng the Society held its annual Chrir;tmas IHCht at; Car s s I Cattase. 

Next I:l.cctinrr: 12th Jo.nuary, 1978 ~: S.OO p.m. 

~: Exhibition Loun3c$ 2nd Floor, Civic Centre, Belgrave Street, ~~8arah. 

Guest Speaker: Mr. Charles Gilbert 

Topic: D.:ll";le Mc.ry Gilmore 
LI-\l)IES OH SUPPER ROSTER: Mrs. Beavan and Mrs. i(ermond 

¥ 

~OTES OH NOVEMBER JvIEETIHG 
On this occasion attendance was c. li,ttlc disappointing, ecpccially as the 

specl~er, Mr. J. Bastock~ hc..u prepcred his umterial to m~,e it ~s interesting 
o.nd inforr.lative as possible. In this he succeeded adnirc.bly. The result was a 
most enjoyable history lesson for ull who hed the pleasure of hcarin3;him Gpeci, 
on liThe Genesis of the R.A.H.II. They learned, for instanC'.e, that t.hcr c was a 
tirae in the mid 1860's ,,,hen six separate navies operated in Austr.:llian ,,,aters, 
all there to defend our country against foreign ag3ressors! 

., .. 

This carae about under the Colonial Naval Defence .ilCt which empowered 
idu.:ll States to ro.ise their own sr<1.o..11 naval forces for their own defence. 
the five State navies could be addeti ships of. the Royal Navy st~tioned in 
f~stralian waters to protect Britain's young colony. 

It was not until early this century t hat; Au:::;tro..lia really had its own 
Navy with the Feeler al G::>vcrnraent responsib 1 e for its uplccep Even:::;o, thc new 
fleet wo..s siven its greatest fi3~:1tins strength by the donation of a British 
naval vessel. Incidentally l~stro..:ia had the first warship to operate ~~ .:lir- 

cro.ft. 
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Since then the R.i ¥¥ N. has grown in number and fighting power, with full 
aerial support, and is today a highly specialised and mobile force. 

Our P'l:'esident conveyed Co suitable vote of thanks t.o Mr. Bastocl~. 

MANi.GE~1EHT. COl1HITTEE REPORT 
Meeting hcl.dd. at cars c ' Cottage on Tuesday ~ 22nd i.~')vcr.lbcr ~ commencing at 

8.00 p.m. ~vith J. Veness in the Chair. littendance '''.:lS good with 13 manbe r s 
present. Only Mrc. I'Ir)ward and Hiss C. McEwen were ebsent. 

i, r,>roGr.:ll"<l.lac of spe<.ll<crs for 1978 wen clro..wn up. 
It was decided t;o have c. "c l enn-up 11 night on 'Iue sday ~ 29 th, (Thi s duly 

took place). 
Hothods of ooltling to or xep 1 Cocin8 (lispl ay s in the Mu:::eum were c1iccussed. 

The fact that so Iil.:lI1Y racmbcr s - sorio hzivi.ng .:l Long nssocl.ation ~lith the 
Society - wcr e unfinanci.:ll c au o cd concern. 

l-.n account forwarded to the Soc Le t.y by t he M. W.S. &. D. Board seeoe(l fur an 
excce stve a.rJQunt and an inquiry is to be raadc to find out ,,,hat is covered by 
the .cI110unt. This is the first tir,lC an account of this kind ho..s been r cccd vcd bv 

the Society. 
These were the princip.:ll mo.tters occupyine the Cor.mittccá2 o.ttention. 


