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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY NI:\'vSLETTER 
Meeting place~ Exhibiti~n Lounge, 2nd Fl., Kogarah Civic Centre, 

Belgrave Street. 
Next meeting: Thursday 7 9th February at 8.00 p.m. 
Guest Speaker: Mr. Madden, President7 Hurstville Historical 

Scoiety and member, Canterbury Historical Society. 

Topic: "The Early Days of the Canterbury District". 
LADIES ON SUPPER ROSTER~ Miss P. Harry and Mrs. M. Thoi~lp::":»)L. 

REPORT ON JANUARY MeETING 
. At first glance this meeting may have seemed not so.weJ_1 

attended as usual but when the time of year was considered it was 
a fairly good representation of members. 

The Treasurer, Mrs. G. Johns, again reported a healthy bank 
balance, despite some fall in membership not offset by the gain of 
some new members. 

After discussion about what the future may hold for Carss' 
Cottage the meeting elected a Planning Committee of six, viz: 
Mr. Burghart, Mr. Wright, flIr. or Mrs. Fi tzHardinge, Mr. or Mrs. 
Lean, Miss Coxhead and Mr. J. Veness (ex officio). The first 
meeting of this committee took place on Wednesday, 25th January, 
and a course of action was decided upon. 

Official business concluded, Mr. Charles Gilbert, one of our 
members, gave an interesting address on the life of Dame Mary 
Gilmore whose poetry lives on though she has gone. Mr. Gilbert had 
researched his subject thoroughly and spoke convincingly. Dame 
Mary was a very vital person who not only wrote prose and verse but 
became involved in social and political reforms and generally 
showed great interest in improving the lot of the less ondowed. 
She also encouraged li t e rary and artistic talent. 

Through Mr. Gilbert's knowledge this forceful figure was pro­ 
jected into our ~magination and ve could visualise the sort of 
person she was in our Australian scene. Some re8dings of her 
poetry disclosed her deep loyalty to her country and Mr. Gilbert 
was able to show how her own emotions and experiences influenced 
her thinking when she was writing. 

Our President conveyed a warm vote of thanks to Mr. Gilbert 
for the manner in which he had prepared and given his address. 

MANAGErIlENT COlYlMITTEE REPOn'T 
Venue: C.3rss' Cottage. Date: 24th January, 1978. Present: 14 

Mr.á Veness opened the meeting at 8.00 p.m. Discussion largely 
hinged on the serious problem which has developed during the summer­ 
months of an overflow of vehicles and the net,d for extra supervision 
to enforce law and order. 
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Management Committee Report - continued 
It was left to Mr. Veness to draft a suitable letter to be 

forwarded to Kogarah Council. 
A letter was tabled received from Kogarah Council inviting 4 

the Society to submit a project for assistance on a 50-50 basis 
from Government grants. It was agreed that the Society should 
formulate a plan and apply. 

Formation of the Planning Committee was mentioned and some 
thoughts put forward for an agenda for the first m6eting of the 
new committee on tho following night. 

Three accounts from the M."á::j.S.&D. Board which were investi­ 
gated have to be settled. These were passed to the Treasurer for 
payment. 

Mrs. Sylvia Kelly informed the Committee that she did not 
intend to seck re-election as Social Secretary at the next A.G.M. 
This gave Mr. V8ness the opportunity to express the Society1s 
thanks for the tireless work so successfully done by this esteemed 
membcr, in which he was heartily supported by all present. 

The meeting ended at about 10.15 p.m. 

SOCIAL COW~ITTEE REPORT 
The hot summer we have had has been quite enervating and not 

suitable for many social outings. However there is onc this month, 
viz, HUNTER1S HILL COACH TOUR 19th Februa (Sunda - Please note that 
t c coach will leave ogarah Civic Centre promptly at 1.30 p.m. 
Tour cost is $2.00 per person. Those participating are requcsted 
to pleaso bring their own afternoon tea. At this stage we have 
enough starters to fill the coach but I am taking names on a 
reserve list in case of late cancellations. 

We regret that w~. V. Smith is not so well, but we arc pleased 
that the Leans, who have both had hcalth upscts recently, are now 
seemingly quite recovered. Despite their s~ckness they have contin­ 
ued their care of Carssl Cottage Museum. Wonderful pooplc~ 

Colleen McEwen has accepted a position as a university archiv­ 
ist in Adelaide and consequently has changed her address. However 
she is still very interested in the happenings of the Society andá 
wishes to have hcr monthly copy of NEwSLETTER forwarded as usual . . 

Our congratulations go to Colleen in thus crowning her studies 
and degr~e with this further success and VIC all wish her well in 
her new position. Perhaps we shall learn something from Colle~n of 
South Australian hi story! .. 

As I mentioned at the last Management Committee meeting, I do 
not wish to continuo as Social Secretary this year and hope th~t 
someone will be available to accept nomination. Ladies, plcGee 
think seriously about volunteering for this office. . 



Social Committee Report - continued 

February raffle has been donated by Misp P. Harry. 
Thought for February: "A man of words and not of deeds 

Is like a garden full of wecd s . I; 

SYLVIA KELIIY 
rIIUSEUl\1 REPORT 

.B~l :'1 ow , most members probably know that Colleen I,1cE'1;velá.~; 
G :CCl:-ndation member of the Museum Committoe, has gene tG _:,dcJ.o.id8 
to t a:cc up a oo s i tion wi th the South Australian Oo ve rnmcnt as on 
; i):,cLi v: 8t: She was looking f'o rwaz-d with much ent.huat 8Si:, to v!orlr-- 
111g in this field and W3.S delighted that such an o pj.oz-t un i .: ~:; r r.d 
como h8r way. I am sure all members join me in 'sending her ~OP- 
3~atu18tions on hor achievements during the last four yea~~ ~i 
2tudj 2nd best wishes for success and satisfaction in her cto~en 
work. "Ne shall certainly m i s s her very much but hOPG to keep i:1 
tc~~h to follow her progrESS in the future. 

As we move into 1978 (one month has gon~ already!) m~nJ iJuas 
an.l c hangc s for Carss I Co t t ago are being consido_rcd. á~o cxt enu and 
iwprove display areas and to accommodate our ever gr6wing collcct­ ~cn ~~ the museum. 

AdGitionnl items recently accepted include thcse articloo 
~:. _4.:'1 o.rnamerrt e d metal clock, manufactured by the We~l t er-n. 

Clock Company of La Salle, Illinois, U.S.A. 
-l~ 1-'J'l i::"luminated invi t at t cn card, for ceremonies in cO.mlC(;t- 

ion with inaugural celebrations for the FGdcr8tio~ of 
Australia (1901).' 

.:, 11. s o t of troy weights and ba Lanc e in an oak box. 

x- A me at plotter, "Rosa Ccntifolinlf dcsign on c rornn ch i nn . 
;~ An old-fnshioned style lady IS f an of block fabric. 

Al.1 these were donated by an interested visitor to th" 
Museum, Mrs. T. Williams, of Petersham. 

Her friend, Mrs. ElsiG Hillery, of Stanmore also donoted " 
n umbo r of articles on her second visit to the Museum with Mra. 
áá.'.'i 11 'i t.ms ¥ Her gift s v/ere: 
'l, A l!1onogramme:d mo t a I hatpin. 

A poiI' of black pure silk stockings. 
áxá ). baby I s bonnet. 
p.\.. A small m~etard pot. 
-k ~ nj.ni8turc pack of p10yinB cards. 
{:. A gent's leather collur box. 
'L 

~ mOl1is blade razor. 



Museum Report - continued 
The Museum hQS received a breed baking tin from Mr. F. Rix, of 

Lakembo . From 1924 Mr. Rix operat ed a bakery at Lo.kembe::. Thi s 
Bakery wes eventually demolished. 

Mrs. B. Butters has don~ted a bookbinder's press of cost iron 
with brass h2ndles. 

Two items hQve come from Mrs. S. Hanlon, viz, 
1. A petge from a magazine, liThe Home:!, (1933) showing photographed 

portraits of the well-known Lindsay family. 

2. A tram ticket issued for THREEPENCE! 
Mrs. Ivy Nichol,8 member of the St. George Philatelic Society. 

hos donnted a double inkwell set, of fancy gloss, with hinged lids, 
E.P.ll.S. plntad. 

We h~ve received from Miss ~~en CoxhGad two boxed pairs of 
engravGd silVGr (B.P.N.S.) serviGtte rings-ton loan) and 8 v~rnished 
wooden reproduction of on old-style milking stool. 

Mrs. M. Clark, of Blnkehurst, hos given a small photograph of 
the erst Kog8rah tram. 

All those gifts have bGon accepted with [\ full appreci2tion of 
the donors' interest in preserving memorabilia, which we ore gr2te­ 
ful to hold at Corss' Cottage. The donations greatly assist the 
Society's efforts to crente cn inform~tive ond plecsant folk museum 
for visitors and locnl citizens to enjoy. 

G\'fEN LEAN, Honorary Curc:tor. 

(EASTER) 

Day 

5 
12 
19 
26 

5 
12 
19 
26 
27 

MUS BUM 

Attendants 
Miss P. Hnrry, Mrs. B. Butters 
Miss G. Coxhcad ond Friend 
Mies M. Foley, Mrs. A. MoOnie 
Mrs. L. Benven, Mrs. FitzHo.rdinge 
Mrs. M. Kennond, Miss D. lVI8clecm 
Mrs. M. Armstrong, Mrs. M. McArthur 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Howc rd 

R 0 S T E R 

March 

To open Museum 
Mrs. Butters 
Mr. J. VenGss 
Mr. J. Veness 
NIr. J. Ler.n 
Mr. J. Le:m 
Mr. J. VGncss 
Mrs. Howa rd 

Month 
February 

iii' " ¥¥¥¥¥ 
Vo~unteers requested, please! ...... 

If ony dote given is inconvenient, just 'phone 57 5940 
m'lEN LEAN 

S.O.S. from your editor - H38 onyone locQted an old Gcatctner going 
chenply or ports free? The nCGd is really urgent. Help in this 
depnrtment of your Society's activities would expedite NEWSLETTERS. 



Library Feature 

LETIS LOOK AT BOOKS 

LOCAL HISTORY - a booklet prepnred for the st. George Inservice 
Education History Committee by N. Keast (James Cook Boys' 
High School). 
History teachers of tho St. George Area included Carssl 

Cottage in their itinerary during an inservice course in 3rd Term, 
1977. The Education Deportment believes that, th~ough awnreness of 
the concept of history in their local district, children may be 
brought to a realisation of national and world history, and, most 
importantly, the neGd for careful recording und resenrch. Mr. Keast 
has prepared this short historical guide for the teachers of our 
area. The notes? maps, illustrations and bibliography would be 
useful for Gnyone planning an historical tour nround St. George. 

BOTANY BAY SKETCHBOOK - with drawings by Allan Gamble and text by 
Valmni Phillips (Rigby, Adelaide, 1977: $3.95). 
This little book is an introduction to the life ond scenes of 

Botany Bay - a place which is known, if by name only, to Australians 
nlmost everywhere. Mrs. Phillips end Mr. Gamble do much to whet the 
appetites of people interested in tho story of local suburbs. The 
sketches nre masterly and there are intriguing snippets such as 
lilt was one of tho tasks of the matron (of the Cottage Hospital) to 
milk the hospital cOW"; and a'Lso s "Pat Moore IS r-acecourse has bcen 
subdivided to make way for sprouting suburbia ... tho former rutted 
track of the old road has become the motorised rcce track of the 
Princes Highway I ". 

It is sad that Carssá Pork does not rate a mention - but this 
is Q sketchbook after 011, and there have to be other notablc omiss­ 
ions os well. Considering the publication is 1977, it appears tho 
etuthor has been shy to mention recent and threatened changes aromld 
tho Bay, but my main comploint ie the arrangement of the b?ok - it 
is geographically confusing. Ho~ever, I am sure readers will enjoy 
thc ramble through history thnt it affords. 

E. HOWARD, Librarian 

JOTTINGS 
Mrs. Ho~,~rd has furnished NEwSLETTER with another interesting 

historical article but the bulk of the presunt issue is too close 
to the allowable weight for postal c0ncession charges and reluct­ 
antly the nrticle must be held over. 

The SOCiety is most grateful to the Editor and publishers of 
the liSt. George CALL;I for the weekly pars they print for us. 
Th3nks p3rticularly to Noel Kelly by whose good graces we 3re thus 
favoured. 

Mrs. Grieve had so much to tell us about our visit to Parramatts 
on 27th November, 1977, she has split her account into two parts. 



BLAKEHURST HISTORICAL SERIES - Article No. 14 (previously unpublished) 

SECRETARY'S REPORT TO. SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BLAKEHURST 
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 

For Year Ending 31st Mcrch, 1923 

The President nnd Members: Ladies Dnd Gentlemen, 

I have much ploosure in submitting for your consideration tho 
report of tho activities of tho Association during the ye~r 1922, 
which cun be considered of 0 most satisfactory character. YJur 
Association cJntinues to make heodw2Y and through its operations 
Blakehurst has beun placed on the map. 

PROPOSED NIGHT SOIL DEPOT - The outstanding feature of tho operotions 
of your Association during the year was its prompt ond effective 
nction in regord to the proposed establishmont of a night soil depot 
in Blakehurst. Whon it was leomed that the Sanitary Contr2ctor to 
Kogarah Council hod socured land in Conway Stroot for the purpose of 
['\ night soil burying ground, your officers immedi2tely enlisted the 
co-operation of various local b~dics to wait on tho Minister for 
Hoalth, tho Hon. W. Oakes, M.L.A. and protest against the district 
being mado a plague spot. It was a large and repr0sentotivG deputa­ 
tion which waited on the Minister to ploCG before him reDsons why 
a sanitary depot should not be allowed at the site selected by the 
Sonitary Contractor. 

The deput2tion was strongly supported by the 10c81 parliamentary 
representatives, viz, Mossrs. Ley, Mark Gosling, Arkins and Conn. 
Mr. Gosling particularly impressod the Minister b'T pointing out th8t 
the ratepayers' rights were in jeopardy because Kogorah Council Wus 
short of three aldermen, two from the V18rd of the ar-ea under r-evi cw , 
After the obj cctions had been placed before the Minister an 01 tcm­ 
ntiye scheme wos submittod for disposing of the matter into the 
sewGrs, 0 similar disposition being olroody in operation at Leichh~rdt 
ond Morrickvillo. 

The Minister in reply snid he would not permit anything to be 
done in tho ffiQtter until he wos satisfied that no men0ce ~r inconveni­ 
ence would be caused to the rÛsidents in the locality. Subsequently 
a huge deputation waited on the Kogcrah Council to onter an emphatic 
pro-testááááogai-n-st th{;~áestnblishment of the depot. A petition W3S a Lao 
presGtlted to Council contdining over 1,100 signCltures of rC1tcpcyors. 

The Council professed to have no knowledge of the matter; how­ 
ever, a letter which was subsGquently received by the AssQciation 
from the S8nitary Contr~ctor proved conclusively th2t your officers 
were on the right track nnd they arc to be congratulated for their 
prompt Dction in nipping in the bud this iniquitous proposal. Tho 
action of your Association in this matter ulonc, justifies its exist­ 
ence. ' 

In rclCltion to the foregoing motter, the best thanks of the 
Association is due to ex-alderman, F. Wheeler, and the PreSident, 
mr. Willis~ the first-named gentlc:ncm for the information hi..: supplied 



Blokehurst Historic81 Series - continued 

to the officers which set in motion the machinory of thG Association 
Dnd the latter who s~crificed a whole week preparing tho cose for 
presentation to the Minister for H02lth ond Kog~r8h Council, in 
nddition to obtaining Signatures to the petition. 

LOCAL MUNICIPAL WORKS - In other things municipally y~ur Association 
has be(;n very nctive end [\ number of minor repairs have had atten­ 
tion but, however, some of these works are still VGry much behind 
and with faulty supervision repoirs requested 8S urgent are patched 
up only, which moans add i t i onn L cxpond i ture Lat oz-. However- we 
expect a change of policy by the new Council in regard t~ works. 

CARSS' BUSH - I regret to state thot the efforts of your Associntion 
in the direction of having Corss' Bush resumed for [\ Public Pork and 
Recreotion Ground hove so for not been successful. Nevertheless it 
is the intention of your Association to continue to ogit2te for the 
acquisition of at least a portion of this cst~tG for the purposes 
os stated. 

With practically 0 new Council administering the affairs of 
our MuniCipality, I feel sure the m~tter will receive more sympa­ 
thetic consideration by thnt body and I have every re~son to believe 
thnt our object will be ottoinad in the near future. 

PROPOS:;5D TRAMWAY TO TOM'UGLY'S POINT - Your Association supported 
the Kogarah Council and the Kogorah Chomber of Commerce in 3 letter 
to the Minister stating thot, as tho proposed Tr2ffiway would bo 
8 non-paying proposition, he could not o dv i s c its construction, c.nd , 
moreover, tho Kog~rnh to Sons Souci trnmwoy would have to be electri~ 
fied before the matter would be further considered. . 

POSTAL DELIVERY - Further represcnt~tions were ffi8de by the Associa­ 
tion through the Hcn . W. Larnond , ex J':I.H.R. 1 to the Postmnster Gcner81, 
for a lettGr delivery at Bl.alcohur-st ..... Tho Po s t a l, Dep:1rtmcnt, 
ofter making inquiries, replied thut for various re~s8ns, chiefly 
on 2ccount of the sC8ttered populotion, the request could not be 
acceded to at the present j uno t uro . HOVlGVCr the Po at a L Dopar tnorrt 
promised to review the matter in twelve months' time. 

INCORPORATION OF THE ASSOCIATION - During the ye2r it was decided , 
to form the AssociGtion into Cl cor~or.::1tiOl1 rccognised by low. With 
this object in view, Mr. Primrose (Soli.citor) was instructed to 
dr8ft the Memorandum and Articles of AssociCttion. The S8r1e w-::s re­ 
ceived from Mr. Pr imr-o so and Çes:o presented and adopt cd c t 0 special 
summons meeting with the result thL't your AssociCltion is n:)w n regis­ 
tered body. By the adoption of the Memorandum ond Articles of 
Associotion, the Executive Council and tho Building Comaittee auto­ 
matically ceased to function and in lieu of thDse cotnr.J.ittces 11 BO:Jrd 
of ManngGment, consisting of the PreSident, two Vice-Presidents, 
Honorary Socretary, Assistant Honorory SecretGry, HQnor.::try TrG~surer 
and ten committee men were appointed to control the Association. 

It was found nec e aso.ry to f rcme a new set of by-laws so as to 
contorm to the Memorandum Clnd Articles of Associotion. The chief 



Blakehurst Historical Series - continued 
nlterntion in the by-laws wns the amendment of the constitution 
which enlarged the sphere of o~erntions of the Association. 

PROPOSED HALL AND TENNIS COunTS - Fairly good pr8gress has been 
mGde in the work of preparing the tennis court and the exc3v8tion 
and levelling of t'he hall site. In the very ncnr future we hope 
to h8ve the first court ready for the tennis players. In regord 
to this matter, I must say that the 8ttendnnce of voluntary workers 
on the ground for the first five or six months was very gr8tifying 
but of late the numbers have dwindled considerably with the result 
that very little hendwny is now being made. 

If ~ is the desire of members to sec the early consummation of 
our objective, viz, the erection of a public Hall, then more inter­ 
est will hnve to be displayed in this work. With such a strong 
membership it is n r8iection on our Associntion that so few exhibit 
thnt public spirit which is essGntinl for the SUCCGSS of our organ­ 
ization. Your Associntion is for the QdvQnce~Gnt of Bl~kehurst Qnd 
District and it therefore behoves every roonber to give of his or her 
bGst since its objEcts nrc the concern of Gll. 

GRAND COUNCIL OF St. GEORGE PROGHESS ASSOCIATIONS - During the ye,3.r 
your Associntion affiliated with the newly formed Grond Council of 
the St. George Progress Associations. One of your fLp.r.osc.nt,::rti vee 
to th~t body, li~tltlY Mr. E. Dunlop, has been appointed Hon. Treasurer 
to that organization. 

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS - Your Association decided to run a cnndidnte for 
Middle Wnrd in connection 1Ni th the Kogrrrah Triennial Municipnl 
elections held in December lost. Mr. J. Reed was selected to contest 
the wnrd in the interests of the Association. Mr. ReGd lunched with 
Mr. Spinks of Kogo.rClh B8Y Progress Association Dnd Mr. Higgison of 
the Middle Wo.rd Progress Association, the three candidates being 
end~rsGd by the Kogc r'ah Nl.unicipc.l Ref o TIl Associntion. It is Ct 
matter for congrntu18tion th2t the Association's n~minee together 
with his two collengues were elected as Alderr!len tJ Kog8rnh Council 
with 0 splendid majority. 

Your Association olso decided to support the cGndidoture of 
AldcrQen Colbourne and Poulton and Mr. Arrowsmith for West WGrd and 
it gives me pleasure to report thnt these gentlemen olso were 
elected to Kog2r2h Council. 

With the election to Kognrnh Council of theá above mentioned 
gnetle~en your Association nnticipGtes that a due shore of the 
r8tcs will be expended in our district. 

MEMBERSHIP- The mem~rship at December 31, 1922 stood 2t 205, com­ 
prising 133 moles, l' 2 femnles, which showed a decre2se of 12 members 
ogainst the preceding yoar's membership. Your Association however 
sti 11 ranks 8S the strongest numo r-Lcn Ll.y of its kind VIi thin the 
Metropoli s. 

For this distinction the thanks of the Association is due to 



Blukehurst Historical Series - continued 

a body of enthusiastic and energetic members, who have given well 
of their spare time to advance the interests Of your Association 
in this direction. Especially would I refer to Mrs. Marcusson who 
wos again to the forefront in this work. 

FINANCE - The finances of the Association are in a healthy con­ 
dition. The statement of receipts and expenditure as contained in 
the BDlnnce Sheet which will be presented to you by tho Honorary 
Treasurer, speok'for themselves. Your Association hos a valuable 
asset in the land ond improvements thereon in Wonior~ Road. The 
funds of the Association were greatly augmented by the action of 
Mrs. G. Stuart of Bald Face Pt., who generously donnted a cheque 
for £52.10.0 to cover the 2ffiOunt paid by your Association for the 
land as previously. As an incentive to increos~ the number of 
voluntary workers who labour on the ground every Saturday after­ 
noon and thus speed up tho work of excavating the hall site and 
the making of the tennis courlE, Mrs. Stuart promised a further 
donation of £50.0.0, conditionally that the work referred to was 
completed by the end of J8nunry, 1923. F'or her munificent gjft, 
a letter of thonks was forwarded to Mrs. Stuart ond the Associntion's 
appreciation of her valuable timely assistance was placed on record. 
The exnmple of Mrs. Stuart is worthy of emUlation by others who in 
some degree can assist the ASSOCiation in such a l~udable project 
as thG building of 0 public hGll for the usc of Gombers and tho 
reSidents of Blokehurst and District. 

SOCll~ FUNCTIONS - A serios of social functions organized by the 
Ladies' Committee, for the purpose of augmenting the building fund, 
was held during the yoar. These functions proved highly successful 
both from Q finanCial and social viewpoint. The nott procGcdB from 
the wholc of the social functions totallled £40.11.10. 

At the close of the S2Dson n Social nnd D2nce W8S held for tho 
purpose of benefiting the childrGn attonding thE: Blokohurst Public 
School. Although the Ladies' COl!lIIlitteo worked herd to T!l8ko this 
function a success, the results, I regret to so.y, wore ::mything but 
gratifying. l~tGr meeting expenses there remained a credit balence 
of £2.0.0. It is to be hoped that in ~~y future effort on behalf 
of the schoolchildren there will be <:1 much better response. Since 
your Association is the only organized body in Blakehurst it be­ 
hOVGS us to evince more interest in the schoOlchildre~ who will be our future members. 

LlillIES' COMMITTEE - The Ladies' Committee must receive our unstinted 
thnnks for their ochievomente. This srooll but devoted and untiring 
b~nd of workers have sacrificed much in their efforts to promote 
tho interests of your ASSOCiation. We thereforG must thc...nk thorn with 
the gro8test Sincerity for thGir grDnd efforts. 

In this connection, especially would I refer to the splendid 
work performed by Mrs. Willis who acted CiS Sociel Secretory during 
the winter months, when the majority of socials were held. This 



Blnkehurst HistQrico.l SeriGs - cQntinued 
lady, whose list Qf services to the AssQcintiQn is quite numer8us, 
was compelled tQ resign the positiQn of Soci81 Secret~ry owing to 
business pressure. Mrs. CQlmnn was elocted to the position vacnted 
by Mrs. Willis and this lady is to be con~ended fQr .the work she 
has pErformed. A word of praise is olso due to Miss E. CO'Jper, 
who ab Ly fulfilled the duties of Soci21 Secretory in the ear-Ly 
port 'Jf the year~ Finally the thonks 'Jf the Ass'Jeiation i~á . 
extended to the donors of cnsh o.nd g:Jods to the vari'Jus s'Joiol 
functions. 

RESIGNATIONS - We were e or-ry indeed to Lo so , by removal fr'J!TI. the 
district, four of 'Jur nctive members. I refer to Mr. ~Ud Mrs. G. 
Bartlett and Mr. and Mrs. E. Co l.eman.. In addi t i on to their excel­ 
lent services em behc Lf of the Associo.tion, Messrs. Bnr-t Lct t and 
Coleman d'Jnoted materinl toward the proposed hall. We thank them 
sincerely for their work and assistance and wish them every success 
in their respective ventures. 

RETIRING PRESIDENT - Owing to business pressure, the retiring 
President, Mr. A. C. Willis, is unable to offer his services in 
that cnpocity for the ensuing yenr. Mr. WilliS, however, will 
still take on f.'.ctive interest in the furtherance 'Jf the aims of 
the Associati'Jn. The resignation of Mr. Willis as President 'Jf thc 
Ass'Jciation ~ust n'Jt be allowed to P8SS without expressing your 
C'J~ittGets appreCiation of the mony services rendered the 
Associati'Jn by him and for his liberality t'J the funds of the 
Ass'Jeintion. The Ass'Jciation wishes hiD success in his new under- 
tnking. 

LOCAL PRESS - Your Conrni, ttee desire to tihanlr the Lo ca L Press, 
viz, the IIHurstville Properllcrll and the "St. George Call", for 
the publicity given by theD in thGir columns in recording the 
operctions 'Jf your Association. 

I desire to express my hearty npprecintion of the assistance 
rendered me by the Assistant Secretory, Mr. E. Dunlop, in particu­ 
lar, and the officers ond members in general. 

On reviewing the nctivities for the period under review, your 
Committee feel justly pleased Qt bei1g able to report progress, 
olth'Jugh they hove not nchieved all thot they would have liked to. 

It is to be hoped that in the coming yeer members will display 
more interest in tho Aaeoc i.atn on t s work by at t end i.ng ,general meet­ 
ings. GO'Jd nttendsnces and exchange of ideas bring ab6ut far 
better results. 

Blokehurst with its weQlth 'Jf nntural beauty has a promising 
future. 

With the ho~rty co-opcr2tion of oembors, your Association 
will be a p'Jwer for g~od in nll ~ntters relating to the welfare 
of the District. - For and on behalf of the B'J8rd of Management 
(signed) J. H. COXHEAD, Honorary Secret~ry. 



The fQIIQwing repQrt by Mrs. M. Grieve is Port Ohe Qf her 
imprG~si~ns Df the S~ciety's tour of Porramotto On 2th N~vember, 
1977. 

EL I ZABETH F.lI.RM 
áT~ sWill1arize the ~uting, we could soy everyone had an enj~y­ 

oble ond interesting j~urney into the earliest hist~ry ~f Australia, 

.I'hc nODG Par-ramat t a is usually said to be on Aboriginal word 
menning "eels sit d~wn" and eels are still abundant in the creek. 
(Rugby Lengue fnns nre well 2cuaintod with Porrnm.attn EEls~) 

Eliz~beth Mocnrthur, however, writing in her jour.n~l in 1795 
snid, 8ccording to ~ne tribe, Porramatto meant aheod of Q river". 

At that time many c vnv i c t s were st nt i.oncd in the area, 0.11 the 
artificers were employed in building huts and making r~ads. 

When we cQnsider the work of the pioneers ond the progress 
which hos continued to the present day we hove reason to be proud 
of their achievements. 

In 1938 Pnrrnmatto wos cec~ored Q city and the occQsion was 
celebr~ted with the usunl civic ceremonies and displays. The des­ 
cendants of t'he 88rly settlers were invited to exhibit d~cuments, 
deeds, books, h~usehold utensils and items of interest which were 
put on show in the TQwn Hall. There is n plaque in the gr~unds Qf 
St. John's Church opposite the Town Holl to cQmmemor2te this im­ 
portGnt event. 

ThG development ~d settleBent of Australia was duo largely to 
the successful experiments in sheep breoding by John Macarthur who 
arrived in 1790 in the 2nd Fleet. 

Naturally enough we think of Macarthur os tho f~under of the 
fine w~ol industry, not forgetting his industrious, for-sighted wife, 
Elizabeth, who sow thu great potential of the land of hor adoption 
which she grow to love. 

In Fcpruory, 1793 Macarthur received a gr8nt of land, one 
hundred acres, at Parromotto which he n8m~d Elizabeth Form in honour 
of his wife. He Inter ~,cquired more land until his ostcte increased 
to 550 ncres ~ the area todny includes no less th8n five suburbs! 

The f~rmhouse, which is in n sad st~te of disrepair ct present 
is t~ bu restored t~ its f~rmer condition, providing certain legal 
entanglements con be overcome. In th~su early times it would have 
been considered quite Q luxurious dwelling and os Australia's 
oldest existing building is certainly worthy of preservation. 

The sandston0 building h8s a roof of tin tiles which slope 
gently to the verandnh's edge. The interior wolls wore lined 
with lath ~nd plaster. These show signs of wear ond Qrc in 
critical need of replacement. 



I1/"j"'IGLEj)Qi.J COTTf. .. GE 

i?::.~rr::lf,lctt.:.'. Tou'r :~ cont Lnucd 

Ou t bu i l(:i.nJc, :ci_ tchen, Launc.ry and servant s' quartier e wer e separct;e lirom 
the n,:-,in bui:!.,":inC. 

G,::u:,_1cn ~jL t c ::'.n:j i)e.thG i11 the wa l l ed- in cour tyzrrd must have cdded to the 
~cr..cLc~l cc nfc rt; cat: we l l bc.i ng of the i"bcorthur far.1ily. S0m~ vf itc erst- 
whi l c CLry c.iu l d be sue::lse{: at by the 02e and showiness c.f the wistari.:ls, 
t hc vo.:eietY,Q11(.1. Jir.1J11Gi..mc o f the t r een which have lingered on. A view of 
t ho river '.:':-.c )"_:.nsiblc fr'.:i:l the homcs t cad and dt.he expanse of vineyards, 
tillC:!.:t £io';':':c e.nt.l shccp-Yune muct; have p l eaccd the original owners tremencl­ 
.suc Ly, eivin:_j t hon 0. wo l l e ezrrncd sense c.f 3ro.tification. 

Thcr c Huro cc l Lar s under' some roomo , p,;:csibly used at:; coo l= rcons , 

In cubcoqucnt yearn I'1.:l.caarti,1ur !.lade c.l t er at tons and c(kliti0nG t.J the 
h.rao - 0.,-1 cxt ra rG,~O o r an ext enai.on - right U) till 1333. One of his pet 
(~L1,-: c;~.:'.G)ci:'.:ltinc) ;_JCGtimcc t<10.C to change all the furniture abou t , When 
he hD . ...: ':',10 '~f t hccc f Lt s (which Has c f t cn by all cccountcs) he w:)uld )ad~ 
~)~:i: h::'r; tvif(:: '::-.0(.: cht Idr cn to 9á;00 o t he r pa l ace ~'1hil.:; he ~)layeJ his little 

L: ~_tG ho;'cay ElizQbcth Farm rous t have been a mecca for the sentry 
~"h,)E1 ue ccn )icture Jrc::;ce~.~ in the hc Lght; I.'': f.:l::lhLm fer t.ho so times 
b':'\'lE!l;:; ,~';"In tho r'.t~ee-l Lncd £1.VCnU8S ef Par runat t a en their wo.y tc wine 
~~1':á~ ~~~.~1~ T.\~i t11 t hc i1cc':"1rt11tlTn. 

"'.: hn 1'1."..Co.:l:thll:' YG~o;:-rc(~ L thi G c.rt toee as ~I a cp 1 cnd Ld adjunct lit:.:. hi G 
~:m lr:áw~. 

It: "1e.S accucLl y t.Lc h.inc ':..£ :i?8nelL)~}e Luccc wh . CODe t'J IluGtro.lia in the 
~.::c,:.) chi) e.c Hccar t hur t;J be Qf.1:Jl._.yc(.~ CG C. 130verncsn cc his three :kughtcrG, 
::::':;.zc:.lJe~á.b:. K'.~)' ~ná~á. Er.:r;Ic.!inc. AG the yccr o :_::>o.sse ¥. l end the cduat Lon uf these 
chi IdL'~il. .:'.11(1 rt hcr s Lo r n later wec comp l ct.ec' , Penc L,;pe at ayed on ac house­ 
:~~':;~)01:) c.,r:1~)::'..~li .. n ,".n(~ 3cncr.:tl helpmeet t(..; HrG. Hacarthur. 

~lQrJ~lcJ ;i'. nc,.::1c:J af t c r the vi.Ll age in Ilcnp shd r o where she was bo rn, was 
'._ c : á~t ~:;.: ;jrc.c(: ,:.'.n( fo.v,..:ur 3ift in rC'r.,;enitiá:m '~f her years of faithful scr­ 
vi ':(.; . 

'fh ... :l:1.t .. -r,::::"t'"rc in this chornin,3 ~;Hcllinc waa compr i sed ,;e. En3lish anll 
~A'ctr('.U.'}.n t i.n.xir , iofo.hc. so.ny, r JSOV!.;;u C'.L'1J cedar were UGC(! in the pr,_;ductLJn 
G':~ á,'cr::'_t..::.; her.IC - ell r.1C.(:C in the ycar s be tween 1820 and ID50. 

~-Ihc:n ~ábcc.rthurá r e tu r ncd tv j,ustr£llin after c visit tc Eng l and he sot 
)(!::';lli.c~i-:::.1 f-cá:.n the! [';:itiDh G;vcrnocnt t'-J urin3 0.. number of ;?lontn t\.) sec if 
t hcy ~/á_\:L: c~jc.:)t ;t.; thcii' new hcrnc , I.~ crecnh.Ju~e was ri33ec~ up .in the sht.p , 
t l: ¥ .:., ~,>L',( :C:'.l:.~:..o, c,ue. ~1o..cc.i.-thur cz.rcd Lr 120 )'It p I ant s and nurture";' them 



?arrom.:ltta T:;ur - continued 

throughout the long lons }Jurney. ; They were mo s t Ly the well-known English 
trees, such as 0&<5, elms, beech, ct c , ; a cork tree from S;_J.:lin and an olive 
tree from Italy. We saw sorac _,f these in the 8r')Ul1~G .:ldjoining Hamb l edcn 
Cottage. Some were en£lr1ed D.lle: twisted but still vigorJus despite their age, 
c nc hundred and si:cty years - t» be exact , 

Ll 1083 when the wh..:.1e eotate á.;f G50 ac r as was oo1,J by auc t Lc n two ac res 
were retaineG ac c sui table setting L r HCIl1lb1eJvn Cottnge¥ 

We cnn rejuicc in th~t fact .:ln~ be tharu<ful that this hmsturical gem haD 
been ::.:rreservcd fc r ~)0sterity. 

i~ visitá:..r to St. Jehn' c Church may be interested to view the marb l e 
?lc.que en the "''1011 'J£ the chcnce l near the 01 tar - .:l meof.)rinl to COf.1Qcmor.:lte 
?eneLJ~)e Lucao , a grocious genteel l.~.dy. During her lifetime Pane Iope LUC£lS 
gove her services as a Sunday SCW),) 1 teacher and in her Will she 1 eft n sum cf 
money t,-, be usod for reliei;)us instruction. 

In the scme church there io another p Laquc with hist~;Jrical signific.:J.nce " 
in mcrao ry cf the Rev. Samuel l1.:lrsden who \-IOS her contemp.)rary. 

Hamb l ed .. m C,ttoge, Like old 2arlio.ment Ilcuse , is cared for by the Ibt1<:>nal 
Trust whonc member-s help viGitcrs with inf(.)rmati,:m when these ;,:>l.:lces arc open 
f~r ?ub1ic inspection. 

Time will nc t permit DC t~) write Icnger but I shall cover Gome aspcct;c 
e:f Lancer B£lrracks and o l.d :i?.:lrl1.:unent House in ?nrt 1\10 (tc be printed in 
next flY.. nth I s HEWSLETTER'. 

~1t\IS IE GR lEVE 

ME11l3ERSH 1:2 

The following ?ev~)le have applied for momber chfp and dare welC(Jmed into 

0ur Society~ 
Miss 1~~r3aret Dun~hy, 4/19 ~lfred Street, RamSl3ote¥ 

Miss Do ro t.hy Dmm Ii£lrricon, 37 Groy Street, ~(oC.:lra.h. 

Mr. ibel R'Jgers, 34 Clc.reville Avenue, Sans Soucie 

QUIZ CORimr .... _ Q. Whc has hecrd of a numbat; or kn.;wG where it breeds? 

A. il numbat is .:'. tiny, beautifully marked t.uctrali.:J.n mc.rcupi.:ll which lives in 
the s .. )uth-'{Ilest w-:ociecl rC2)ionG .:f Western l1ustralia. !.!"ew peo)lc have seen one 
clive and it iG believed to be 11"1 grove dancer of extinction. 

It feeclG on terr.tites and has a Lorig iYJinteu snout but is not related t .... 
ant-caters with which it hCG been confusec1. 

-------------- 


