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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY NIWSLETTER

Meeting place: Exhibition Lounge, 2nd Fl., Kogarah Civic Centre,
Belgrave Street.
Next meeting: Thursday, 9th February at 8.00 p.a.

Guest Speaker: Mr, Madden, President, Hurstville Historical
Scoiety and member, Canterbury Historical Society.

Topic: "The Early Days of the Canterbury District".
LADIES ON SUPPER ROSTER: Miss P. Harry and Mrs. M, Thoupcoi.

REPORT ON JANUARY MEETING

At first glance thie meeting may have seemed not so well
attended as usual but when the time of year was considered 1t was
a fairly good representation of members.

The Treasurer, Mrs. G. Johns, again reported a healthy bank
balance, despite some fall in membership not offset by the gain of
some new members.

After discussion about what the future may hold for Carss'
Cottage the meeting elected a Planning Committee of six, viz:
Mr. Burghart, Mr. Wright, Mr. or Mrs. FitzHardinge, Mr. or Mre.
Lean, Miss Coxhead and Mr. J. Veness (ex officio). The first
meeting of this committee took place on Wednesday, 25th January,
and a course of action was decided upon.

Of ficial business concluded, Mr. Charles Gilbert, one of our
members, gave an intercesting address on the life of Dame Maxry
Gilmore whose poetry lives on though she has gone. MNr. Gilbert had
resecarched his subject thoroughly and spoke convincingly. Dame
Mary was a very vital person who not only wrote prosc and verse but
became involved in social and political reforms and generally
showed great interest in improving the lot of the less endowed.

She also encouraged literary and artistic talent.

Through Mr. Gilbert's knowledge this forceful figure was pro-
jected into our ‘magination and we could visualise the =or?g of
person she was in our Australian scene. Some readings of her
poetry disclosed her deep loyalty to her country and Mr. Gilbert
was able to show how her own emotions and expericnces influenced
her thinking when she was writing.

Our President conveyed a warm vote of thanks to Mr. Gilbert
for thc manner in which he had prepared and given his address.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Venue: Carss' Cottage. Date: 24th January, 1978. DPrescnt: 14

Mr. Veness opened the mceting at 8.00 p.m. Discussion largely
hinged on the serious problem which has devcloped during the summer
monthe of an overflow of vehicles and the necd for extra supervision
to enforce law and order.




Management Committeec Report - continued

It was left to Mr. Veness to draft a suitable letter to be
forwarded to Kogarah Council.

A letter was tabled received from Kogarah Council inviting N
the Society to submit a project for assistance on a 50-50 basis
from Government grants. It was agreed that the Society should
formulate a plan and apply.

Formation of the Planning Committee was mcntioncd and some
thoughts put forward for an agenda for the first meeting of the
new committce on the following night.

Three accounts from the M.7.5.&D. Board which were investi-
gated have to be ascttled. These were passed to the Treasurer for

payment.

Mrs. Sylvia Kclly informed the Committece that she did not
intcnd to seck rc-clection as Social Secretary at the next A.G.M.
This gave Mr. Vcness the opportunity to cxpress the Society's
thanks for thc tireless work so successfully done by this cstecmed
membcr, in which he was heartily supported by all present.

The mecting ended at about 10.15 p.m.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

The hot summer we have had has been quite cnervating and not
suitable for many social outings. However there is onc this month,
viz,

HUNTER'S HILL COACH TOUR, 19th February (Sunday) - Please note that
Thc coach will leave Kogarah Civic Centre promptly at 1.30 p.m.
Tour cost is $2.00 pcr person. Those participating are requcsted
to plessc bring their own afternoon tca. At thig stage we have
enough starters to £i11 the coach but I am taking names on a
reserve list in case of late cancellations.

We regret that Mr. V. Smith is not o well, but we are plecased
that the Leans, who have both had hcalth upsets recently, are now
seeningly quite rccovered. Despite their sickness they have contin-
ucd their care of Carss' Cottage Muscum. Wonderful people!l

Colleen McEwen has accepted a position as a university archiv-
jet in Adelaidc and consequently hag changed hcr addrees. Howevcr
she is still very intercsted in the happenings of the Socicty and
wishes to have her monthly copy of NEWSLETTER forwardcd as ugual.

Our congratulations go to Colleen in thus crowning her gtudies
and degrece with this further success and we all wish her well in
her new position. Perhaps we chall lcarn somcthing from Colleen of
South Australian history! ~

As I mentioncd at the last Managcment Committee meeting, I do
not wish to continuc as Social Sceretary this year and hope that
someonc will be available to accept nomination. Ladies, plcase
think seriously about volunteering for this office. '

W




Social Committce Report - continued
February rafflc has becn donated by Miss P. Harry.

Thought for February: "A man of words and not of deecds
Is like a garden full of weeds."

SYLVIA KELLY

NMUSEUM REPORT

By now, most membecrs probably know that Collccn IeEwer:
2 fouvndation member of the Museum Committee, has gone t- .dclaide
to take up a position with the South Australian Government as an
axchivist., She was looking forward with much cnihusiasm to work-
ing in this field and was delighted that such an oprortuniiy bkad
come her way. I am sure all members Join me in ‘sending her zon-
aratulations on her achievements during the last four yeavs of
2tudy and best wishes for succces and satisfaction in her chosicn
work., Ve shall certainly mis< her very much but hope to kecep in
tcuch to follow her progress in the futurec.

Ls we move into 1978 (onc month has gone alrcady!) many idcas
cnd changes for Carss! Cottage arc being considercd vo ecxtend and
luprove display arcas and to accommodate our ever growing collcct-
ien in the museun.

Additional items recently acceptcd include these articlos

An ornamented metal clock, manufactured by the Western
Cleck Company of La Salle, Illinois, U.S.A.

* mn illuminated invitaticon card, for ceremonics in connect~
ion with inaugural cclebrations for the Federation of
Australia (1901).

A et of troy weights and balance in an oak box.
A meat platter, "Rosa Centifolia" design on cream chin-.
* An old-fashioned stylc lady'e fan of black fabric.

All these were donated by an intercstcd visitor to %he
Wugcuin, Mrs, T, Williams, of Petcrsham.

Her friend, Mrs. Elsice Hillery, of Stanmore also donatcd -
nunbexr of articles on her sScoond vigit to the Museum with Mreo.
71llizmz. Her gifte wereo:

* A monogrammcd mcetal hatpin.

L pair of black pure silk stockings.
£ baby's bonnet.

* A small mustard pot.

* 4 miniature pack of playing cards,

* A gent's leather collar box.

4 man's blade razor.



Museum Report - continued

The Mugeum has received a bread boking tin from Mr. F. Rix, of
Lokemba. PFrom 1924 Mr. Rix operated a bakery at Lakembe:r. This
Bakery was eventually demolished.

Mrs. B. Butters has donated a bookbinder's press of cast iron
with brass handles.

Two items have come from Mrs. S. Hanlon, viz,

1. A page from a magazinc, "The Home", (1933) showing photographed
portraits of the well-known Lindsay family.

2, A trom ticket issued for THREEPENCE!

Mre. Ivy Nichol,a member of the St. George Philatelic Socicty.
has donnted a doupblc inkwell set, of fancy glass, with hinged lids,
E.P.N.S. plated.

We have rcceived from Miss Gwen Coxhead two boxed pairs of
engraved silver (E.P,N.S.) servictte rings (on loan) and 2 varnished
wooden reproduction of an old-style milking stool.

Mrs. M. Clark, of Blakehurst, has given a small photograph of
the crst Kogarah tram.

A1l these gifts have been accepted with a full appreciation of
the donors' intercst in prcscrving memorabilia, which we are grate-
ful to hold at Carss' Cottage. The donations greatly assist the
Socicty's cfforts to creatc an informative and pleasant folk muscum
for viesitors and local citizense %o cnjoy.

GYEN LEAN, Honorary Curator.

M U S EumMm ROSTER

Month Day Attendants To open Muscum
February 5 Miss P. Harry, Mre. B. Butters Mre., Butters
12 Miss G. Coxhead and Friend Mr. J. Veness
19 Mies M. Foley, Mrs. A. McOnie Mr. J. Vences
56 Mrs. L. Beaven, Mrs. FitzHardinge Mr. J. Leon
March 5 Mre. M. Kermond, Mise D. Maclean Mr. J. Lecan
12  Mrs. M. Armstrong, Mrs. M. McArthur Mr. J. Vcness
19 Mr. and Mre. J. Howard Mre. Howard
(EASTER) gs ...... Volunteers requested, pleasel ......
If any date given is inconvenient, just 'phone 57 5940

GWEN LEAN

5.0.S. from your editor - Has anyone located an old Gestetner going
chcaply or parts free? The neecd is really urgent. Help in this
department of your Society's activities would cxpedite NEWSLETTERS.




Library Feature

LET'S LOOK AT BOOKS

LOCAL HISTORY - a booklet prepared for the St. George Inservice
Taucation History Committee by N. Keast (James Cook Boys'
High School).

History teachers of the St. George Area included Carss'
Cottage in their itinerary during an inservice course in 3rd Term,
1977. The Education Department belicves that, through awareness of
the concept of history in their local district, children may be
brought to a realisation of national and world history, and, most
importantly, the necd for careful recording and rescarch. Mr. Keast
has prepared this short historical guide for the teachers of our
arca. The notes, maps, illustrations and bibliography would be
useful for anyone planning an historical tour around St. George.

BOTANY BAY SKETCHBOOK - with drawings by Allan Goamble and text by
Volmai Phillips (Rigby, Adelaide, 1977: $3.95).

This little book is an introduction to the life and scenes of
Botany Bay - a place which is known, if by name only, to Australians
almost everywhere. Mrs, Phillips cnd Mr. Gamblc do much to whet the
appetites of people intercsted in the story of local suburbs. The
sketches are masterly and therc are intriguing snippets such as
"It was onc of the tasks of the matron (of the Cottogce Hospital) to
milk the hospital cow"; and also: "Pat Moore's racecourse has becen
aubdivided to make way for sprouting suburbia ... the former rutted
track of the old road has become thc motorised race track of the
Princcs Highway".

It ie sad that Carss' Park does not rate a mention - but this
is a skctchbook after all, and there have to be other notablc omiss-
ions as well. Considering the publication is 1977, it appears the
author has becn shy to mention reccnt and threatcned changes around
thc Bay, but my main complaint ie the arrangement of the book - it
is gecographically confuesing. However, I am sure rcaders will enjoy
the ramble through history that it affords.

E. HOWARD, Librarian

JOTTINGS

Mre. How:rd has furnished NEWSLETTER with another interesting
historical article but the bulk of the prcsent issue ig too close
to the allowable weight for postal concession chargces and reluct-
antly the article must be held over.

The Society is most grateful to the Editor and publishers of
the "St. George CALL" for the weekly pars they print for us.
Thanks particularly to Nocl Kelly by whose good graces we are thus
favoured.

Mrs. Gricve had go much to tell us about our visit to Parramatta
on 27th November, 1977, she has split her account into two parts.




BLAKEHURST HISTORICAL SERIES - Articlec No. 14 (previously unpublished)

SECRETARY'S REPORT TO. SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BLAKTEHURST
PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
For Ycar Ending 31lst Morch, 1923

The President and Members: Ladics and Gentlemen,

I have much plcasure in submitting for your consideration thc
report of the activitics of the Associotion during the ycar 1922,
which can be considered of a most satisfactory character. Your
Association continuce to make headway and through its opcrations
Blakchurst has been placed on the map.

PROPOSED NIGHT SOIL DEPOT - The outstanding fcature of the operations
of your Association during the ycar was its prompt and cffective
action in regard to the proposcd cstablishment of a night soil dcpot
in Blakchurst. When it was learncd that the Sanitary Contractor to
Kogarah Council had sccured land in Conway Strcet for the purposc of
a night soil burying ground, your officers immediately cnlistcd the
co-opcration of various local bodies to wait on the Minister for
Health, thc Hon. W. Ookes, M.L.A. and protcet against the district
being made a plaguc spot. It was a large and reprcsentotive deputo-
tion which waited on the Ministcr to place before him rcasons why

a sanitary depot should nct be allowed at the site sclectcd by the
Sanitary Contractor.

The deputation was strongly supportcd by the local parliomentary
representatives, viz, Messrs. Ley, Mark Gosling, Arkins and Cann.
Mr. Gosling particularly impresscd thc Minister bv pointing out that
the ratcpaycrs' rights were in jeopardy because Kogarah Council was
short of three aldecrmen, two from thc Ward of the arca under revicw.
After the objcections had been placed before the Ministcr an altern-
ative scheme was submitted for disposing of the matter into the
sewers, a similar disposition being alrcady in operation at Leichhardt
and Marrickvillec.

The Minister in reply said he would not pecrmit anything to be
donc in the matter until he was satisficd that no menace or inconveni-
ence would be caused to the residents in the locality. Subsequently
a huge deputation waited on the Kogarah Council to cnter an cmphatic
protest -against thc-establishment of the depot. A petition woe also
prcsentcd to Council contdining over 1,100 signatures of ratepoyers.

The Couneil professcd to have no knowledge of the matter: how-
ever, a letter which was subscquently rcceived by the Association
from the Sanitory Contrnctor proved conclusively thet your officers
were on the right track and they are to be congratulated for their
prompt action in nipping in the bud this iniquitous proposal. The
action of your Association in this matter alonc, justifies its exist-
encc, - :

In relation to the foregoing matter, the best thanks of the
Association is due to ex-alderman, F. Wheelcr, and the Presidcent,
Mr. Willis: the first-named gentleman for thc information h¢ supplied




Blakehurst Historical Serics - continucd

to the officers which set in motion the machincry of the Association
and the latter who sacrificed a whole week preparing thec case for
preescntation to the Minister for Health and Kogerah Council, in
addition to obtaining signatures to the pctition.

LOCAL MUNICIPAL WORKS - In other things municipally your Association
has bein very active and a number of minor repairs have had atten-
tion but, however, some of these works are still wvcry much behind
and with faulty supervision repairs recquested as urgent are patched
up only, which mecans additional expcenditure later. However we
expect a change of policy by the new Council in regard to works.

CARSS' BUSH - I regret to statc that the efforte of your Association
in the direction of having Carss' Bush rcsumcd for o Publie Park and
Recreation Ground have so far not been successful. Nevertheless it
1s the intention of your Association to continue to agitate for the
acquisition of at least a portion of this estate for the purposes

as stated.

With practically a new Council administering the affairs of
our Municipality, I feel sure the mattcr will reccive more sympa-
thetic consideration by that body and I have every reason to belicve
that our objeet will be attoined in tho near future.

PROPOSED TRAMWAY TO TOM UGLY'S POINT - Your Association supportcd

the Xogarah Council and the Kogarah Chamber of Commerce in a letter
to the Minieter stating that, as the proposcd Tramway would be

2 non-paying proposition, he could not adviec its construction, cnd,
moreover, the Kogarah to Sang Souci tramway would have to be clectris
fied before the matter would be Ffurther considered.

POSTAL DELIVERY - Further representations werc made by thc Associa-
tion through the Hon. W, Lamond, ex M.H.R., to the Postmaster General,
for a letter delivery at Blakchurst ..... The Postal Department,
aftcr making inquiries, replied that for varioue rensong, chicfly

on account of the scattered population, thc rcquest could not be
acccded to at the present juncturc. However the Postal Departncent
promised to review the mattcr in twelve nonths' time.

INCORPORATION OF THE ASSOCIATION - During the ycor it was decided

to form the Association into o corporation rceogniscd by law. With
this objecet in view, Mr. Primrosc ?Solicitor) was instructed to
draft the Memorandum and Articlce of Association. The samc was re-
ceived from Mr. Primrosc and werc presented and adopted at a speeial
summons mecting with the result thot your Associntion is now a regisg-
tercd body. By the adoption of the Memorandum and Articlcs of
Association, the Executive Council and the Building Comaittece auto-
matically ceascd to function and in lieu of these committeces a Board
of Monagcment, consisting of the Prcsident, two Vice-Presidente,
Honorary Sccretary, Assistant Homorary Secretary, Hanorary Trecasurer
and ten committee men were appointcd o control the Association.

It was found necessary to frome a new sct of by-laws so as to
conform to the Memorandum and Articles of Association. The chief
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alteration in the by-laws was the amendment of the constitution
which enlarged the sphcre of operations of the Association.

PROPOSED HALL AND TENNIS COURTS - Pairly good progress has been
made in thc work of preparing The tennis court and the excavation
and levelling of the hall site. In the very near future we hope

to have the first court ready for the tennis players. In regord

to this matter, I must say that the attendance of voluntary workers
on thc ground for thc first five or six months was very gratifying
but of late the numbers have dwindled considerably with the result
that very little hendway is now becing made.

If # is the dcsire of members to scc the early consummation of
our objective, viz, the crection of a public Hall, then more inter-
cet will have to be displayed in this work. With such a strong
mcmbership it is a rdlection on our Association that so few exhibit
that public spirit which ie cssential for the success of our organ-
igation. Your Association is for the advancement of Blakchurst and
District and it therefore bchoves every member to give of hie or her
becat since its objecets are the concern of all.

GRAND COUNCIL OF St. GEORGE PROGRESS ASSOCIATIONS - During the year
your Association affiliotcd with the newly formed Grand Council of
the St. Gecorge Progress Associations. Onc of your Plpmescnialives

to th~t body, naHcly Mr. E. Dunlop, has been appointcd Hon. Trcasurcr
to that organization.

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS - Your Association decided to run a candidate for
Miadle Ward in conncction with the Kogarah Triennial Municipal
clcetions held in December last. Mr. J. Reced was selected 9O contest
the ward in the intercsts of the Association. Mr. Recd lunchecd with
Mr. Spinks of Kogarah Bay Progress Association and Mr. Higgicon of
the Middle Ward Progrees Agsociation, the three candidates being
cndorsed by the Kogcrah Municipal Reform Asgociation, It 1is a
matter for congratulation that the Association's nominec together
with his two collcagues were clected as Aldermen to Kogarah Council
with a splendid majority.

Your Association also decided to support the candidature of
Aldermen Colbournc and Poulton and Mr. Arrowsmith for West Ward and
it gives me pleasure to report that thcse gentlcmen olso were
clectcd to Kogarah Council.

Vith the clection to Kogarah Council of the. abovce nentioncd
gnetlemen your Association anticipates that a due share of the
ratce will be expended in our digtrict.

MEMBERSHIP- The membership at December 31, 1922 etood at 205, eom—
pricing 133 males, 75 females, which showed Q decrense of 12 members
against the preceding ycar's membcrship. Your Association however
gtill ranks as the strongest numcrically of its kind within the
Metropolis.

For this distinction the thonke of the Lseociation is duc 1o

#
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a body of enthusiastic and energetic members, who have given well
of their sparc time to advance the intercsts of your Association
in this direction. Especially would I refer to Mrs. Marcusson who
was again to the forefront in this work.

FINANCE - The finances of the Association are in a healthy con-
ition. The statement of receipts ang expenditure as containcd in
the Balance Sheet which will be presented to you by the Honorary
Treasurer, speak for themselves. Your Association has a valuable
asset in the land ang improvements thereon in Woniora Road, The
funds of the Association were 8reatly augmented by the action of
Mrs. G. Stuart of Bald Pace Pt., who generously donated a cheque
for £52.10.0 to cover the omount paid by your Association for the
land ag previously. As an incentive to increas: the number of
voluntary workers who labour on the ground every Saturday aftcr-
noon and thus speed up the work of cxcavating the hall site and
the meking of the tennis courts, Mrs. Stuart promiscd a further
donation of £50.0.0, conditionally that the work referred to was
completed by the eng of January, 1923, Fop her munificent gift,
a letter of thanks was forwarded to MNres, Stuart and the Association's
appreciation of hep valuablc timely assistance was placed on rceoard.
The cxample of Mre, Stuart ig worthy of emulation by others who in
Some dcgrec can assist the Association in such a laudablc projcet
as the building of a public hall for the usc of nembers and the
rceidents of Blakchurst and District.

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS - A scries of social functions organized by the
LadicsT Committec, for the purpose of augmcnting the building fund,
was hcld during the year. Thesc functions proved highly successful
both from g financial ang social viewpoint. The nett procccds from
the wholc of the Social functions totallled £40.11.10.

A% the close of the fcason a Social and Dance was held for the
purpose of benefiting the children attending the Blakchurst Public
School, Although the Ladics! Committce worlkeq herd to make this
function g success, the results, I regret to Say, were anything but
gratifying., After meeting cxpenscs there remaincg g crcdit balance
of £2.0.0., It is t0 be hoped that in any future effort on behalf
of the Schoolchildren there will be a much botter responsc. Since
your Association is the only organized body in Blakehurst it be-
hoves us to cvince more intercst in the schoolchildren who will be
our future members,

LADIES' COMMITTEE — The Ladiég! Committee must receive our unstintegd
thanks for their achievements. This small but devoted and wmtiring
band of workcrs have sacrificeq much in their cfforts to promote

the interests of your Association. We therefore must thank them with
the greatest Sincerity for their grand cfforts,

In this connection, éspeecially would I refer to the splendid
work pcrformed by Mrs, Willie who actcd as Sociel Scerctary during
the winter monthe, when the majority of socials were held. This
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lady, whose list of scrvices %90 the Association ie quite numerous,
was compelled to resign the position of Social Sccretary owing to
buginess pressure. Mrs. Colman was clectcd to the position vacated
by Mre. Willis and this lady is %o be commended for the work she
has performed. A word of praise is also due to Miss E. Cooper,

who ably fulfilled the dutices of Social Secretary in the early

part of the year. Finally the thanks of the Association is
extonded to the donors of cash and goods to the various goeial
functions.

RESIGNATIONS - We were sorry indeed to lose, by removal from the
district, four of our active members. I rcfer %o Mr. and Mrs. G.
Bartlett ond Mr. and Mrs. E. Coleman. In addition to their excel-
lent services on behalf of the Association, Messrs. Bartlett and
Coleman donated material toward the proposed hall. We thank then
sincerely for their work ond assistance and wish them every success
in their rcepective ventures.

RETIRING PRESIDENT - Owing to busincss pressure, the retiring
Precsident, Mr. A. C. Willis, is unable to offer his services in
that capacity for the ensuing year. Mr. Willis, however, will
still take an nctive intercst in the furtherance of the aims of

the Association. The resignotion of Mr. Willie as President of the
Association must not be allowed to pase without expressing your
Committce's appreciation of the many scrvices rendcred the
Association by him and for his liberality to the funds of the
Aesociation. The Association wishes hinm success in his new under-
taking.

1,0CAL PRESS - Your Committee desire to thanlk the local Press,
viz, the "Hurstville Properllcr" and the "8t. George Call", for
the publicity given by them in their columns in recording the
operations of your Association.

I desire to cxpress my hearty appreciation of the assistance
rendered mc by the Assistant Secretary, Mr. E. Dunlop, in particu-
lar, and the officers and members in general.

On reviewing the activities for the period under review, your
Committee feecl justly pleased at beiig able to report progress, .
although they have not achicved all that they would have liked to.

It is to be hoped that in the coming year mcmbers will display ...
nore interest in the Association's work by attending gencral mcet-
ings. Good attendances and exchange of ideas bring about far
better results.

Blakehurst with its wealth of natural beauty has a promising
future.

With thc hcarty co-operation of members, your Association
will be a power for good in all matters relating to the welfare
of the District. — For and on behalf of the Board of Managenent
(signed) J. H. COXHEAD, Honorary Secretnry.

e ——————————————————— e ——



The following report by Mrs. M. Grieve is Part One of her
impressions of the Society's tour of Parramatta sn 2th November,
1977.

ELIZABETH FARM

‘To summarize the outing, we could say everyone had an enjoy-
able and interesting journcy into the earlicst history of Australia.

The name Parramatta is usually said to be an Aboriginal word
mcaning "eels sit down" and eels are still abundant in the creck.
(Rugby Lcaguec fans arc well acuainted with Parramatta EEls!)

Elizabeth Mocarthur, however, writing in her Journal in 1795
said, according to onc tribe, Porramatta meant "head of a river".

At that time many convicts were stationed in the area, all the
artificers were employcd in building huts and making roads.

When we consider the work of the pioneers and the progress
which has continucd to the prescnt day we have reason to be proud
of their achievements.

In 1938 Parramatta was ceclared a city and the occasion was
celcbrated with the usual civic ceremonics and displays. The dcs-
cendantsg of the early settlers were invited to exhibit docunents,
deeds, books, household hitensils and items of interest which were
put on show in the Town Hall. There is a plague in the grounds of
St. John's Church opposite the Town Hall to commemorante this im-
portant event. o

The development ond settlement of Australia was due largely to
the successful experiments in sheep brceding by John Macarthur who
arrived in 1790 in the 2nd Flecet.

Naturally cnough we think of Macarthur as the founder of the
fine wool industry, not forgetting his industrious, far-sighted wife,
Elizabeth, who saw the great potentinl of the land of her adoption
which she grcw to love.

In Fcbruary, 1793 Macarthur rcceived a grant of land, onec
hundred acrcs, at Parramatta which he named Elizabeth Farm in honour
of his wife. He later ncquired morc land wntil his cstnte increased
to 550 acres = the area today includes no lese than five suburbs!

The farmhousc, which is in a sad state of disrepair 2t prcscnt
is to be restored to its former condition, providing cecrtain lcgal
cntanglements can be overcomc. In thosc carly times it would have
beon considered quite a luxurious dwelling and as Australia's
oldest cxisting building is certainly worthy of prcservation.

The sandstonc building has a roof of tin tilcs which slopc
gently to the verandah's cdge. The interior walls were lined
with lath and plaster. Thcse show signs of wear and are in
critical necd of replacement.




Forranatte Tour = continuced

Outbuildings, kitchen, launcry and scrvants! quarters were separate ifron
the nzin builling.

Garden plots and poths in the walled-in courtyard must have added to the
gererel comfort and welllbeins of the Macarthur family. Some of its crst-
whilc glory could be guessed at by the age and showiness of the wistarias
the variety .ond dinensiong »f the trees wh'ch have lingered on. 4 view of

the river was pussible from the homestead and dthe expanse of vineyards,
tilled ficilc and sheep-runs must have ple ﬂseJ the original cvwners tremend-
ously, givinz then a well-carned scns ¢ of gratification

bly used as coul-rcons,

There were cellars under scme roomg, Pogsi
In subscquent years Macaartiur made alterations and additicns to the
tra roof or an extensicn - right up till 1333, One of his pet
(and excsserating) pastimes was to chwnﬁe all the furniture about, When
£ these fits (which was cften by all aeccount:s) he would pack

£E his wife cnd children to some otner palace while he played his little
; bl Wt B8

In ite herday Blizabeth Farm must have been o mecca for the gentry
con Dicture Jdressed in the height £ fashisn £or thuse times

Town the dtree-lined avenues ¢f Parramatta on their way te wine
Giae with the Meca th;fs.

iIAMDLEDOL  COTTAGE

Johin Mocarthur referrved t. this cottage as Ma splendid adjunct"t: his
cwm hibne,

t was aetuclly tnu hone of Penelone Luecas wh. cane to Australia in the

-

same shin as Mocarthur to be cmpluyed as o governess te his three doughters,
zabeth, Mory ond Erl”ilﬁ” Ac the years passed and the cduation of these
childrea and  thers Lorn later was completed, Penclupe stayed on as house-

woeper, cummonion and general helpmect tc Mrs. Macarthur.

. noned after the village in Hompshire where she was born, was
2 oot LE grace and faveur gift in recogaition ©f her years of faithful scr-

B L g
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Tac furniture in this charning dwelling was comprised £ English and
australian tinber. Mchogany, rosews:d and cedar were used in the production
JF ovarlous itemgs - ell nmade in the years between 1820 and 1350,

When Macorthur returned to dustralia after o visit to England he got

seraissicn fron the Dritish Gevernment tu bring a number of plants to sec if
they would adeptste their new heme. 4 greenhouse was rigged up on the ship,
the Toxd Billin, cad Macorthur cwrcﬂ £.r 120 st plants and nurtured them




Parramatta Tour - continued

throughout the long long journcy. ; They were mostly the well-known English
trecs, such as caks, elms, beech, ctc.; a cork tree from Spain and an olive
tree from Italy. We saw some -f thesc in the grounds adjoining Hambledon
Cottage. OSome were cnarled and twisted but still vigor.us Jdespite their age,
~ne hundred and sixty years - to be exact.

in 1083 when the whole estate oE 850 acres was sold by aucticn two acres
were retained as o suitable setting £.r Hambledun Cottage.

W can rejoice in that fact and De thonkful that this historical gem has
been preserved for pusterity.

4 visit-r to St. Jcha'c Church may be interested to view the marble
sleque on the wall of the chencel near the altar - & memwrial to commemorate
Peneloupe Luces, a gracious genteel lady. During her lifetime Penclope Lucas
gave her services as a Sunday School teacher and in her Will she left a sun of
money to be used for religious instruction.

In the scme church there is another plaque with historical significance -
in memory of the Rev. Samuel Marsden whoe was her contemporary.

Hambledun Cottage, Like cld Rarliament flsuse, is cared for by the Hational
Trust whosc members help visitcrs with inf rnation when these places arc wpen
for public inspecticn.

Time will nct permit me to write longer but I shall cover scme aspects
~f Lancer Barracks and old Parliament House in Part Two (tc be printed in
next mcnth's HEWSLETTER).

MAISIE GRIEVE

MEMBERSHIZ

The £ollowing pecple have applied for membership and dare welcomed into
our Sceictys

Miss Morgarct Dunphy, 4/19 41fred Street, Ramsgate.
Miss Dorothy Dawn Harrisonm, 37 Gray Street, Xogarah.

Mr. ilbel Rugpers, 34 Clereville Avenue, Sans Scuci.
=) ? ?

QUIZ CORMER - Q. Whe has heard of a numbat or knows where it breeds?

4. 4 numbat is o tiny, beautifully narked Australicn marsupial which lives in
the ssuth-west wooded regions -f Western fustralia. Few people have seen one
alive and it is believed to bLe in grave danger of extincticn.

it foeds on termites ond has a long pointed snout but is not related to
ant-eaters with which it hos been confused.
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