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'8TE: Any date give~ which is inconvenient may be changed on request 
to Mrs. G. Lean (Tele. 57 5940) ¥ 

. ORRECTION: Re "Terara House" Snglish Street, Kogarah - Sarah Ann Beavers, the 
ady from the South Coast whose memories of her youth in the region prompted the 
aIling of her home in Kogarah after Terara, was the third wife of JAMES English, 
!ot of Edmund as erroneously statec in the Newsletter, August, 1983. 

'HOUGHT FOR THE ?OjONTH OF OCTOBf'.R 
Why is it that women have to work twice as hard as men for half the 

recognition'? 

UESTION: What comes all the way to a house hut never gets in? 
~swer: The steps! 
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NEWSLETTER 

Next meeting:. Thursday, 13th October Time: 8.00 pvm , 
Place: Exhibition Lounge, 2nd Fl., Kogarah Civic Centre, Belgrave St. 

OP!N' NIGHT ~ 
There will be a varied 

October is the month when members are 
asked to bring to the meeting items of 
historical interest to put on display. 
programme for your enjoyment. 

SUPPER: Ladies are each asked to bring a plate of refreshments. 
Next Management Committee meeting: Tues., 25th, Carss Ctge., 7.,0 p.rn 

REPORT OF SEPTEMBER MEETING - by M. Dunphy 
Visitors present were welcomed by the Chairman and the Minutes 

of last month's meeting were read. Following on this the Chairman 
reported on yet another successful Open Day when in the vicinity of 
$40.00 was brought in by afternoon teas. He also advised that the 
1984 Australia Day Dinner will be at the St. George Motor Boat Club 
after all. 

Mrs. Johns presented the Treasurer's report, 'showing that the 
Society is managing to keep its head above water despite rising costs. 

In reply to an invitation Mrs. A. Nann of Sans Souci has indi 
cated her willingness to lend her collection of Nursery Rhyme dolls 
for display at Carss Cottage Museum. 

The coach tour to Port Macquarie now has sufficient numbers to 
ensure it will go ahead but some payments are still outstanding. 

Mrs. Kelly has secured the minimum of 14 names for the proposed 
air tour to Norfolk Is. in 1984 and will continue to take names at 
each meeting. 

Volunteers to help on the day and donations for the Society's 
Annual Stall Day on 11th November were asked for. 

Mrs. M. McNamara and Miss M. Dunphy volunteered to be museum 
'attendants on Labour Day, Monday, 3rd October. 

Mr. J. Lean asked for photographs, documents etc. which could 
be used to feature in a display on the Kogarah School of Arts, reno 
vation of which is about to begin. 

It was noted that Mrs. Sylvia Hanlon has had a relapse and has 
not been at all well. 

To round off the meeting Mr. J. Lean showed slides depicting 
displays and scenes around Carss Cottage. These went from the offic 
ial opening of the museum in 1971 to the present time and provided 
an excellent resum~ of how the Society has been developing the 
museum over these years. The Chairman thanked Mr. Lean for 8 most 
interesting session. Applause. 

The raffle was drawn during the meeting and won by a new member. 
Donor of the raffle prize for October is Mrs. D. Kingston. 

Any members willing to donate prizes for future raffles, in 
particular the Xmas Night raffles, are please asked to contact 
Mrs. S. M. Kelly or Mrs. I. Miller. Mrs. Miller has agreed to 
keep the Supper Roster and attend to raffles vice Mrs. Burghart. 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 



2. SOCIAL CALENDAR 

NORFOLK ISL.WD TRIP, 1984: 5 days and 4 nights. Please note that 
$40.00 is to be paid at the October meeting. This is for a deposit and the 
balance has to be paid next year. Approx. dates are as follows: departing 
Sunday, 27th May, arriving home Thursday 31st. Enquiries to Sylvia Kelly. 

SATURDAY, 29th OCTOBER - Oatley's gala day. Our stall will need volunteers 
to man it and members' support in attending. 
SATUIWAY, 5th NOVEMBER _ 2.00 p.m. at Carss Cottage there will be a "LaTender 
Afternoon"'. Admission: $1.00 (includes light refreshments). 

FRID4Y. 11 th NOVI~~mER - Annual Stall Day at Kogarah, usual place. Donations 
of any kind are now being accepted. Stall volunteers, please hand in your 
name at next meeting - thank you! 
TUURSDA:Y, 8th DECEMBER _ Xmas Night. Bookings will close in Novellber. 

It should be noted that the Ladies Day at Hurstville R.S.L. on Wednesday, 
2nd Novemb~rt has had to be cancelled. 

PERSONAL NOTES - ~frs. S. 
be glad to see visitors. 
sickness in her family. 
action for a while. 

Hanlon is far from well and being house-bound would 
Mrs. }I. Grieve has also been on the sick list with 

Miss M. Dunphy and Mrs. Hunt have also been out ot 

Just now Beryl Butters is wearing so many hats she is becoming confused 
and will probably need a holiday after the Oatley celebrations are over I 

NOTES ON SEPTEr-mER MANAG~tENT COHMITTEE MEETING - by G. Conead 
As our Secretary could not be present the Minutes of the last aeeting were 

read by the Chairman. An apology was tendered on behalf of Mrs. E. Howard. 

Correspondence was tabled, with some discussion. Work has commenced on 
the Kogarah School of Arts. J. Veness said he had attended a meeting re this 
and is very pleased with what is proposed and anticipates that the restoration 
will be an outstanding architectural achievement for Kogarah. 

Our Society has been approached by stewart Motor" Coy., Banksia re use of 
Carss Cottage for a launch of the latest Mercedes in February, 1984. This 
could result in good publicity for the museum if proceeded with. 

Renewal of our National Trust membership has been made. The lease on 
Carss Cottage has been extended by K.M.C. but our Society has been asked to 
contribute towards the cost of a post and rail fence proposed. 

Suggestions for our participation in Oatley's Gala Day on Saturday, 29th 
October, were considered. 

It was agreed that Public Risk insurance, costing SI5~.15 on $1,000,000 
should be taken out with the Mercantile Mutual Insurance Company. Action is 
to be taken for an inspection of the Cottage's slates where rain penetrates. 
A request from a Mr. Taylor or ~~half of Miss Walker for return of an albua 
of early photographs of Gundagai has been received. This led to a decision 
to revise the present wording of our Acquisition Sheets. 

There will be 41 people in the coach party going to Port Macquarie fro. 
Ist-3rd october. The Hab~ings District H.S. has invited them to have afternoon 
tea at their museum and to make an inspection. They will also give us a tour 
guide on the Sunday afternoon. 

Mrs. Hatton handed in a report on the recent R.A.H.S. Annual Conference 
at Canberra, details of which are given in this Newsletter ¥ 
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In this article we have a direct link with Oatley's past - Ed. 

A FIGHT FOR HERITAGE 

Under dire threat of demolition at some unpredi~table future date 
inable by the N.S.Y. Electricity Commission) is a magnificent country 
which has been a feature of its area for more than one hundred years. 
is recorded by its appearance o~,the first map made of N.S.W. 

It is "Edinglassie", just west of ~1uswe llhrook and about 250 km north-weet 
of Sydney, set in luxuriantly fertile countryside amid the rolling Hunter Uiver 
Hills. Up to six years a~o the old two-storey building, solid as a rock when 
first constructed, was deteriorating badly for lack of maintenance and was on 
the way to becoming derelict. 

(determ 
property 
Ite age 

Some of its pillars were missinr, and partial eollapse of the roof had 
caused its metal ceilings to rust in places; some windows were smashed and 
minus their shutters; and one chimney had fallen down. Also a etaircaee wa8 
so badly damaged it was almost unusable. The occupants had given up trying to 
cope with such a large, spreading property and were only using half the house 
before it was saved by a new owner. 

ne is Bob Oatley, a direct descendant of emancipist clockmaker, Jame8 
Oatley, who gave our lo~al suburb its name. Bob Oatley's name too has become 
well-known as he is the proprietor of Rosemount Vineyards - the principal 
reason for his purchase of "Edinglassie" estate - now enjoying prestige in the 
wine industry for the product's excellence. 

Bob Oatley fell in love with old "Edinglassie" and determined to restore 
it in its entirety and he will not let it ~o while ever he can fight to 8ave it 

It has cost him more than a million dollars to repair the holes in the 
floors, rejuvenate the walls, provide new matching shutters and windows, strip 
off paint to reach original cedar, renew the staircase (for which the ironwork 
was sent away to be sandblasted, then painted and put back in position) and 
have new pillars made to correspond with the old, and rebuild the mi8sing 
chimney. Ceilings were moulded in the old pattern and throughout there has 
been faithful restoration, yet it is a livable house by modern standards and 
a truly gracious residence. 

The property has its own private chapel, an old meat-house is converted 
for present-day needs, and the stables and shearers' shower-rooms all remain a~ 
they were. 

Bob Oatley says IIEdinglassie" is to the Hunter Valley what Vaucluse House 
is to Sydney - and his visitors think he's right! 

The threat which casts such a shadow over the valley is real, represented 
by the existence of noisy, dusty open-cut collieries scarring the nearby land 
scape and stretchin~ greedily turther out towaros thiA graceful old-time home 
stead in its lovely verdant surroundings. 

Already the Electricity Commission has served notice of its intention at 
some time to take over the property - that is unless Dob Oatley fai18 to win 
his private war. Conservationists will be watching anxiously and wishing him 
success. 

Adapted from an article in The Australian Women's Weekly, 23rd July, 1980. 

(The front cover illustration gives an indication of the house's size and 

its etately appearance. - Ed.) 



1983 R.A.H.S. CONFERENCE WITH AFFILIATED SOCIETIES, CANBERR~ 

Report by Dr. J. Hatton 

This conference at the A.N.U., Canberra from 9th-11th September, 1983 
was enjoyed by all those who attended. Unfortunately there were not as many 
societies represented as when the conference is held in Sydney, the reason 
for this not being clear. A, residential conference is far more rewarding, 
with time to meet delegates from other societies for further discussion, and 
without baving to rush to the meeting rooms. 

The theme was "The Effect of Railways on the Development of New South 
Wales". The subjects covered were "A General Statement on the Development 
of the N.S. v, Railway System", "The Effect of the Railway on a Town and Vice 
Versa", "North Coast Railways: Proposals and Decentralisation", and "The 
!.:stablishment of the Illawarra and Bankstown Lines". This last address by 
Lesley lofuir was the best as far as we were concerned, not only because of 
the local interest, but because it was well presented - short, and to the 

. "oint, with suitable illustrations. 
The programme was arranged to allow several sessions for general business, 

so giving delegates more time for formal discussion. Motions were passed re 
garding the preservation of the first Government House site in Bridge Street; 
~he celebration of Australia Day on 26th January each year; and the study of 
Australian history as a compulsory subject in primary schools. We were told 
about plans proposed by the R.A.H.S. for a major project of conservation type 
for the Dicentenary celebrations in 1988. These would involve affiliated 

societies. 
The dinner menu was the best of the last few years, and the speaker wa. 

~tr. Justice Else Mitchell, a previous President of the R.A.II.S. who is now 
resident in Canberra. (Members may remember he was principal speaker at the 
officia~ opening of Carss Cottage Museum in 1971 - Ed.) 

The last address was given by Mr. John Hodge, President of the N.S.W. 
Branch of the Museums Association of Australia and Senior Lecturer in Museua 
Studies at the University of N.S.W. His subject was "The Relationship between 
~!useums and Historical Societiesll¥ If he had meant to be provocative, then he 
certainly succeeded, his talk engendering much animated discussion. Most dele 
gates could not reconcile the financial position of most historical societies 
~ith the idea that at least $30,000 a year should be spent to effectively 
operate a regional museum. Perhaps the message was that historical museu.S 
s~ould aim to achieve a standard high enough to then attract government assist- 

ance. 
An afternoon excursion around Canberra, featuring the new Parliament Houae 

construction site, and conducted by the members of the Canberra and District 
Historical Society, wound up the.proceedings for this year's Conference. 

The 1984 meeting will be held in Sydney and the subject proposed is 

"Industrial Archaeologyll. 
(Our thanks go to Dr. Ratton for making this information available - Ed.) 

\f'EDDINGS in the environs of Carss Cottage Museum are "in". In a recent letter 
to the Society an intending bride wrote:: "My fianc6 and I have looked at vari 
ous parks in the area and we just can't look past the Cottage; it really i. in 
a lovely setting, which is very hard to find." 

Society members know this very well and are justly proud of having their 

museWD there. ¥ ¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 



5. 
CENTENARY 01 BUSHiIiL8 pfi. LD4I!El! 

During 1983 the well-knownáfirm of tea merChants, Bushells 
Pty. Limited has its centenary. 

Bushells has a proud history dating back almost one hundred 
years to 1883 when Mr. Alfred Thomas Bushell began business in 
Brisbane, selling Bushells Tea and Coffee. In 1895 Mr. A. W. 
Bushell, the rounder's eldest son, opened a new branch of the 
business in George ~treet, Sydney, near the Town Hall. In 1899. 
another branch was opened in Victoria and in 1902 a partnership, 
~ushell and Co., was formed between the founder and his sons 
Alrred Walter and Phillip Howard Bushell, which became Busheils 
Limited in 1912. It was under the guidance and control of Phillip 
Howard Bushell that Bushells developed into the Company we know' 
today. 

In 1913 Bushells established their headquarters at 86-88 
George Street North in Sydney. This building is still standing 
near Bushell Place, a public plaza developed by the company in 
1977 to commemorate their long association with the area. 

1919 was an important year for Bushells, as that was .hen 
land was bought in Harrington Street, Sydney, becoming the company's 
main site for more than fifty years. Also in that year the company 
expanded their business into Western Australia, South Australia and 
Tasmania. 

The Viotorian operation which was closed in 1904 to allow con 
centration on the N.S.W. market, was recommenced in 1922 and for 
the first time in Australia a bonus plan to promote Bushells Tea 
was introduced. 

The Harrington Street premises were occupied during 1924 and 
in this Bame year a free half-pound packet of Bushells Tea was dis 
tributed to every home in Sydney to promote the company's products. 

During the 1920's and 1930's Bushells Tea became firmly estab 
lished as the leading brand in Australia and also succeeded in gain 
ing a share of the New Zealand market. 

The advent of World War II brought the introduction of tea 
rationing, and Government control of tea purchasing continued until 
1955. Bushells expanded with the acquisition in 1945 of J. A. D. 
Gibson and Co. with its Green Label brand and .Inglis (Ptl.) Limited 
with its famous Billy Tea and Goldenia brands in 1955. Expansion 
also came with the intro~ucti9n of a new brand, Lan Ohoo, in 1954 
which quickly became a brand leader in Victoria and New South Wales. 
In 1959 Bushells Instant Coftee made its first appearance in AustralD 
and in the years since the company's range of products has increased. 

On 19th September, 1975 an historic era came to an end when the 
Harrington Street premises in Sydney were vacated and the entire 
staff moved to the new facilities at Concord. 

Early in 1979 the Brooke Bond Liebig Group, the world's largest 
tea and coffee merchants, based in England, became the majority 
shareholder in the company after holding some 20% of shares since 
1958. 

(continued overleaf) 



MORE ABOUT JUNIPER HALL, PADDINGTON 
Some Newsletters back there was a report on Juniper Hall, the 

1824 mansion where emancipist Robert Cooper, a'wealthy Sydney merch 
ant lived until his death. At that time there was some doubt as to 
what would be the building's ruture as a deve~oper wanted to demolish 
it in favour of a strata title subdivision. 

He encountered opposition from conservation groups and finally 
withdrew. The property was then purchased by Ron White and Joha Cooper. 
The design which they developed is an imaginative scheme involving 
demolition of little individual shops whose erec~ion years ago has 
screened the Old building and robbed it of its position of importance. 

The plan now is to combine old and new 80 that once more Juniper 
Hall will be revealed as a place of dignity and historical signific 
ance. Because it is set well above the level of Oxford Street it will 
be possible to recreate a garden forecourt area and place an arcade 
of shops ULderneath linkjng the basement level of the building with 
the rear of the house. 10niper Hall itself will be restored for office 
or gallery use, and the rear of the site will be developed by an open 
forecourt area surrounded by new buildings to be used as shops, 
artists' workshops and the like. 

Another feature of the design is the availability of extensive 
outdoor public space. The proposal envisages a lively public meeting 
place rather than a static museum piece, for the use and enjoyment,of 
visitors, shopkeepers and residents of Paddington alike. 

Although the National Trust 'would have preferred the mansion, to 
be restored for use as a house, it considers the present scheme to be 
a realistic one which should give new life to the building and this 
part of Paddington. 
(from Heritage Conservation News, Autumn 1983) 

6. 
From a small beginning in 1883 Bushells has grown into a 

premier tea and coffee merchandising company with plants and facil 
ities throughout Australia and New Zealand. Their products enjoy 
great popularity indicative of their continuing good quality; only 
cocoa has disappeared from their range. 

To record the attainment of their centenary' in 1983 the company 
has published a Cook Book that is quite out of the ordinary. Priced 
at $3.95 plus 95c. postage, it is a collection of 100 old-time recipes 
interspersed with reproductions of some of the company's advertise 
ments that would be well-known to housewives of past years. Many of 
the recipes have titles reminiscent of the pioneering days. A few 
examples are: Fair Dinkum Damper, Coacbman's Pumpkin Pie, Drunken 
Wombats, Homestead Buns, Jumbuck Spuds Port Jackson Stew, Stuffed 
Goanna, Billabong Banana Cake, Swaggie1s Casserole and Colonial Apple 
Gingerbread. All the recipes are authentic. . . . . . 
~: Tnis information has been made available by courtesy of the 

company. 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 

SILVER CITY'S CENTENARY 
The City of Broken Hill joined the ranks of centenarians this 

year. There was a time when forecasts were being made that the so 
called "Silver City" had a limited life but new mining techniques 
have proved these gloomy predictions wrong. 



Mrs. M. Grieve writes for us about 
7. 

MR. HAROLD FRASER: A NOTABLE NONAGENARIAN 
On 25th August, 1979 a newly developed SP9rtS oval at Parkside 

Drive, Blakehurst was officially opened and named The Harold Fraser 
Oval. The following condensed biography will prove that it was 
a well-earned and most deserving honour. There would not have been 
any other contender with as many qualifications for the distinct~on. 

Harold Edwin Fraser was the youngest son of John and Mary Fraser 
(nee Pratt) and was born at Newtown on 4th July, 1893. 

He attended Glebe Superior Public School, learned to play the 
piano from Professor Recketts, Glebe, and later had tertiary educat 
ion at Sydney University. For five years he was a member of the 
School Cadets and rose to higher rank. His sporting interest at 
school included playing Rugby (his team gained the Premiership) and 
cricket where he was wicket-keeper. 

His first place of employment was the N.S.W. Railways, where he 
worked in the Officers' Clerical Division, after passing the Railway 
Officers' Examination~ Then the shattering effect of World War I 
caused a dramatic change to his life. 

Everything happened very quickly. He enlisted in April, 1915 
in 5 Coy., A.A.S.C.; departed for Egypt by S.S. "April" in May, 1915 
and on 20th August he landed at Ga11ipoli. Soon he was promoted to 
the rank of Corporal. 

With other Anzacs he was evacuated on 19th December, 1915 and 
returned to Ferry Post, Egypt and the Sinai Desert. He was posted 
to Ismailia (Suez Canal) via Mudros. In February, 1916 he embarked 
from Alexandria en route to Northern France and Belgium. 

Whilst serving as Division Supply Officer he was promoted to 
Sergeant and obtained leave in England. 

Later he was transferred for training in the Australian Flying 
Corps; then he took an Aeronautical Engineering course, which qual 
ified him to attend Oxford University School of Aeronautic Engineer 
ing at Uxbridge, U.K. 

Lastly, to complete his training, he took another 'course, this 
time in Aerial Gunnery while he was attached to No.8 Squadron, R.F.C. 
Leighton. He passed all courses and had time to play cricket for 
Oxford University. 

The following account is an' excerpt from "Wings", the official 
journal of the A.F.C. and R:A.A.F. Association, dated March, 1979. 

"The first jazz band in Austraiia owed its birth to a group of 
Australian Flying Corps airmen awaiting repatriation in England. 

"In 1919, the breezy foot tapping beat of Dixieland Jazz cau~ht 
the imaginatio~ of members of No.4 Squadron A.F.C. and they formed 
their own group. The C.O., Captain A. H. Cobby, sat at the drums, 
Les Wackett had a banjo, Harold Fraier was an accomplished pianist, 
others included Sergeant Johnson, Nigel Love and Eric Battershill. 

"Wi thin a month of his return to Australia, Harold Fraset" had 
persuaded the august Wentworth Hotel that jazz was right for Sydney. 
So the first professional jazz band, the "Syncopas" , was formed. 
Eilled as Hal Leslie and Eric Dare, they were such a success that the 
Wentworth gave t~em a six month contract and built a new ballroom 
into the hotel to accommodate the increase in patrons. 

---------------------------------------------------------- __ - 



8. 
lilt opened on 1st April, 1920. Personalities who danced to their 

music incl~ded the Prince of Wales, Admiral Halsey and Lord Mountbatten. 
I!Jazz was now the rage of Sydney and following their debut at the 

Wentworth, ~eslie nnd Dare moved to a pavilion at Clifton Gardens they 
renamed 'Dixieland', where for two years they promoted the new style 
01' dancing. 

"But the flying 'bug' remained, and in 1924 he gave up the life 
of a professional musician to rejoin the R.A.A.F. He joined No.3 
Squadron of the C.A.F. when it was formed in 1925 at Richmond, the air 
craft consisting of Wapitis and Avro Ansons. 

"In 1927 Squadron-Leader Harold Fraser led the formation of Wapiti 
nircraft in the fly-past at the opening of Parliament House, Canberra. 
Next move was to the Dept. of Civil Aviation in 1938 as a Traffic 
Control Officer. At that time, he recollects, Mascot had only one 
hangar and was on 1-1-50 acres. D.C.A. had a staff of only 7. The war 
saw Mascot grow and it now occupies over 1,500 acres and today's staff 
of the Dept. of Transport (ex D.C.A.) would be in the vicinity of 600. 

"Appointee. Airport Manager in 1948, in the following decade he 
witnessed the treme~dous increase in civil flying and helped to shape 
the plans for the new terminals of today's Mascot.' 

"Since !:lis retirement in 1958, he has had time to enjoy his 
Connells Point home and has won several prizes in the 'Herald' Garden 
competition. ~e needs no second bidding to entertain the visitor to 
his home O~ t~e piano. His fingers are almost as nimble ~n the key 
board as rney were in 1920. His repertoire ¥¥¥ why, jazz, of course." 

Now for a jrief outline of his sporting activities. 
From 1925 to 1932 he was a member of St. George First Grade Cricket 

Club. On 25th August, 1927 he gave Don Bradman (now Sir Donald) a 
21st birthday party at his home "Palmyra", Sans Souci. This home was 
originally owned by Sir Joseph Carruthers. 

In 1935 he formed the St. George Veterans Cricket C~.ub and a 
lease of Kogarah Jubilee C~al was taken out. Forty yearJ later, in 
1975, he was elected Patro3 and President of the Club. 

From 1962 to 1975 he was a Member of the St. George Bowling Club 
and from 1969 to 1975 a Member of St. George Rugby Club. 

On 4th July, 1983 Harold Fraser cel.ebrated his 90t'-1 birthday, so 
it's congratulations and bes t w::.shes from all. The Ko gar-ah Municipality 
is prouc to perpetuate his name in association with a ~port which he 
en.joyed fer so much of his life. 

ANOTHER KIND OF DWELLING 
Once housing prisoners I the old Clarence Street Iá:>lice Station, 

built in 1891 but vacant s i n ae 1~'67, could have a new set of inmates. 
Plans for its revitalisation were put forward by the City Council in 
1981 whereby it will be converted to residential use for about fifty 
people at ;:, --: o s t of some $70:" ooe. 

Under the proposal, the grour:d floor which contained the original 
prisoners' yard and six small c~ll-rooms with no windows would become 
a kitchen, dining and lounge ar-o as , office/reception and toilets. Up 
stairs would be clormitories. 

The roof wcu l.d be sui ta')le for garden recreaticl purpo sea , 
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 
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RETIRED, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 

There are many faithful servants of the public, some of whom 
perform their duties in a blaze of glory, some who shirk publicity, 
and some who Bre modest to the point of shyness about the~r achieve- 
ments. Municipal and Shire Town Clerks do not necessarily have an 
enviable job. Their hours often extend well beyond those which they 
work officially. 

When they retire, some fade into obscurity and are soon forgotte: 
by the fickle public they served; others are remembered with affect 
ion long afterwards. 

One who was a very popular figure in Kogarah was Jim Forbes - 
christened James William Kennedy Forbes, whose retirement took effect 
during 1983. Equally as highly esteemed was his wife, dita, who was 
an active partner throughout his civic career. 

Jim's early years were spent in Cootamundra before he enlisted 
in the A.I.F. in 1940. He served in Malaya, was taken a prisoner of 
war and interned in Burma. By then he had reached the rank of 
Sergeant. 

After his discharge in late 1945 Jim set himself up in a dry 
cleaning business. Before joining Kogarah Council he was employed 
by Qantas. 

Jim and Rita were married on 22nd'March, 1952. They have two 
children, David and Pamela. 

On 8th March, 1954 he joined Kogarah Council as Paymaster. It 
did not take long for his potential to be realised by his superiors 
and promotion came quickly. First he was progressed to B Grade 
Clerk and understudy to the Rates Clerk in ~ebruary, 1955; then to 
Rates Clerk in January, 1956. 

He undertook study to acquire his Local Government and Town 
Clerk's Certificate, and in 1959 was appointed to the position of 
Accountant. In 1964 Jim was appointed Deputy Town Clerk,and on 8th 
January, 1968 Town CleFk. 

Of the thirteen Town Clerks since the incorporation of the 
Council of the Municipality of Kogarah in 1885, Jim has held office 
for the third longest term, the longest serving Town Clerk being 
Mr. G. W. Leighton (1922-1951), followed by Mr. E. T. Sayers (1888- 
1904). 

Jim is a fellow of the Institute of Municipal Administration and 
the Town Clerk's Society, a member of the St. George I,eague's Club, 
the Ko~arah R.S.L. and th~ 2/l9th Btn. Association. He served as a 
rector s warden at St. Paul's, Belfield. 

He could be described as a good all-round sportsman and he 
retains his keen interest in cricket and golf, being a member of 
the St. George Veterans' Cricket Club and Strathfield Golf Club. 
Also he is a member of the Rotary Club of Kogarah. 

His wife Rita is not far behind in the range of her lnterests. 
Both have made many friends in the years they have been associated 
with the Kogarah municipality. 

For 29 years and four months Jim has served the municipality 
and his hand at the helm has been steady and sure. He is ce~tain to 
be missed by his many business associates, col~eagues ~nd frlends. 
He and Rita take a load of goodwill with them lnto retlrement. 



OATLEY Cn,tBIO~IONS - OC'romJl 

1-3 (Sat-Soul) - Bowling Carnival at Oatley 
, Bowling Clllb 

8 (Sat) - Cabaret, Oatley Bowling Club froa 
1.30 p.m. Tickets ~ double. 

14 (Fri) - Film ivg., Oatley V. Pub. School 
Assembly Hall, 1.30 p.m ¥ .ldult.: 
~t Children: 5Oc. 

15 (Sat) - Regatta, Oatley-on-Bay, Oatley Pleasure Grounds: 10.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. 

18 (TueB) - Comb. Dist 25 Masonic wdge Mtg., ,Wdge Oatley, Oatley Ma80Dio Temple, 
Letitia St. Visitors admitted ¥¥ 45 p.m. 

22 (Sat) - Bas tours of Oatley dep. Oatley stn. on hour tx, 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p ¥¥¥ 

10. 

Summer is green and gold and blue, 
Daylong wa.rming through and through. 
s.urmer is bright; its colours gay, 
Not like Winter's browns and grey. 
All is warmth and light and sun - 
Just ideal for hours of fun. 
Welcome guest this season e'er, 
Calling all its joys to share. 

A.G.C. 

,fe...... ¥ . . . . . . 

Schwepp-¨ 

Bicentenary .¥.. 1783 -1983 ... I 

22 (Sat) - ea;\).uett Oatley R.S.L. - 1.30 p.m, '-course Chinese banquet; 9.00 p.m. daDciDB. 
ZT- 30 ('.]hure-SUn) - Circus, Oatley Pub. School: "Onder the Big Top". 'lhure-Sat, 8.00 p ¥¥¥ ; 

Jlatinee: 4.30 p.m., Sat. and 2.00 p.m. Sun. (one perf"oIU.llce only). 

29 (Sat) - OATLEY'S C L 0 C. It F Ii: S T I VAL 

Highlights: 9.00 a. m. - ColDlllUDi ty Fet. 
10.00 a.Bl. - Carlton ~op Front 'theatre 
NOOR - Parade of Vintage Care 
1.00 p.m. - Procession . 
3.30 p.m, - Dedication of Town Clock 
4.30 p.m, - Judging FazJ.cy Dress as a Clock 

8.00 - 11 .¥ 00 p.m. - Street Concert: Frederick st. & Oatley Avenue 

~ctivities will be in - Oatley Memorial Gardens, 1rederick to ¥¥ ville street. 

OOLLS' SHOW - Bayley Hall Uniting Church, Frederick St., 10.00 a ¥ .II. - 4.00 p.ll. 

~JN!ON MEETING PLACE - Oatley Public School's ~8sembly Ball where Chil~ná. 
activities will be displayed: 

Together with WINE TASTING - Oatley Vintage Wine 
Australia Post Souvenir Covers 
OYSTER FARMERS DISPLAY 

1'.i.n.a.1.1..Y ¥.¥¥¥¥ ro WIND UP - on Sat., Nov. 5 there will be an ~ 01 CET.lBBATlOJ lW.L 
at Oatley Bowling Club. Drinks, 7.30 p .¥¥ ; Dinner, 8.00 p.s. 
Tickets - $20 double. Dress - Lounge suits. 

lor aey :fUrther information, please ring )(rs. B. Butters - Tel ¥¥ 57 '954 ................ 

r 


