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DO YOU RE'MEl'1BER?

j

1

' I remember the cheese of my childhood
j And the bread th<Jt we cut . . . ith a knife;

i

1

!tlhen the children

he Lped with the

housework
And men ,,'ent to work - not the wife!
The cheese never needed an ice-cheat;
The bread Wf\B 1';0 crusty and hot;
I 'Ine children were neldom unhappy
MAGNETIC PILLOW DEMONSTRATION - 27th And the wife was content with her lot.
September, arranged by V. Burghart.
I I remember the milk from tho billy
With yummy rich creBID on the top.
In the setting of the beautiful
Our
dinner came hot from the oven
Burghart home, bery liberally cateredl
for by Val, mem ers who went alon~
,; And not from Rome fridge in 1\ f';hop.
The kids were a lot more contented had a very pleasant few hours, many
They
dido' t need money for "kf.cks" taking home pillows. One of these
Just
a
61lltle with their mates in a
has been donated as a raffle prize

I

I

I

I

for our Xmas Night and an earthenpaddock ¥¥¥¥¥
ware platter will be another prize
And rememb~r the Saturday "Flicks''?
for a raffle at the launch of the
I remember t.he nhcp on the corner
Kogarah centenary book next April.
Where a per~worth of lol1ies waR
sold ¥¥¥¥¥
I
Val wishes to thank those who
Do you think I'm a bit too nostalgic
took up her invitation but we who
I Or is it - I'm just getti~ OLD?
went feel all the thanks is to Val
for her hospitality - alno to Dick.
(contr~~uted by S,ylvia ~elly)
We just hope there was not too much
cleanin~ after we left!
3JNDAl, WOVe 4 is the Glebe Society's House &. Garden Lnepec t ion - 10.00 a.m.-l.OO p.m.
and 2.00 p.m.-5.00 p.m. Tickets then from 53 Hereford st., Glebe - $5.00 each.
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Next meeting: Thursday, 8th November, 1984
Time: 8.00 p.m.
Place: Exhibition Lnge., 2nd Fl., Kogarah Civi~ntre, Belgrave St.
Guest Speaker: Noel Thorpe will have some interesting facts to
tell us about the history of the Illawarra Railway.
He will also show a series of slides re this.
LADIES ON SUPPER ROSTER: Mrs. I. Miller Mrs. K. Shaw
RAFFLE PRIZE DONOR: The Society
OCTOBER WINNER: R. FitzHardinge
Next Mgt. C'tee Mtg.: Tues., 27th Nov., 7.30 p.m., Carss Cottage
ANNUAL XMAS NIGHT: Thurs., 13th Dec. - NAMES NEXT MEETING, PLEASE!
REPORT of October Meeting - by Mrs. S. M. Kelly
.'
October is traditionally Open Night for our meeting but the
response to our invitation to bring in items for display on the
night was most disappointing this year.
After reading and acceptance of the Minutes Mr. K. Johns gave
the Treasurer's report, requesting permission to transfer &,,500
from the St. Geo. Bldg. Socy. instead of $1,000. Passed.
The Social Committee report is given separately. Mr. Burghart
reported on the working bee at the museum when the laundry was
cleared and other work finished. Special thanks was given to Mr.
Lea Bell for his help in installing the railway clock.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Lean have set up an interesting railway display
at the museum, featuring stamps, photographs and models and were
commended for the preparatory work they did. Mr~o Butters and G.
Coxhead also helped to mount a display of models loaned by the
brother of Mrs. Butters, Mr. Johns and Mrs. Phillips plus the scale
model of the "Rocket" donated by Mr. Runt.
G. Coxhead will present a report on the R.A.R.S. Conference
with Affiliated Societies to the next Management Committee meeting.
General Business - Ald. F. cavanagh" has accepted as Patron.
The book launching of Kogarah's centenary book will be April, 1985.
Applications for Bicentennial grants ha~ hean forwarded. Insurance
for the Society has been arranged. The Society has been informed
that it is not precluded from supplying refreshments at the museum
by the lease entered into with the Park's kiosk lessee and the Ccl.
With formal business over a Quiz was run by Mrs. Kelly as part
of her talent tree effort, providing a little diversion. Then it
was over to Mr. Bill Paterson (accompanied by his wife) to show his .
home-made movie of happenings at Carss Park about twenty years ago.
This was entertaining, especially for local residents, and he was
applauded for his contribution, the President making the usual presentation.
The meeting adjourned for a very appetising supper.
SOCIAL COMMITTEE'S REPORT - by Mrs. B. Butters
It has been learned that Trudy Giersch is now recovering well
from her major surgery at Belgrave Nursing Home, Kogarah. Visitors
will be welcome. Mrs. Hanlon has not improved and is still housebound. She also would welcome visitors. A casualty is Mrti. Mona
Bell who has been having serious trouble with an eye. We hope soon
to hear that there is a better report. Best wishes from us all.

COMING EVENTS - Saturday-Sunday, 17th-18th November: Week-end coach
trip to Bathurst, Blayney, Millthorpe and Orange, travellin~ up via
Great Western Highway, returning along Bell Highway; staying overnight for D.B.&B. at the Apple City Motel~~,Oran8e. Will leav? from'
outside old Kogarah P.O. at 8.00 a.m. SHA~.
Fare & motel = $65.00;
lunches and teas extra. Names and money MUST BE IN by 8th November.
ANNUAL XMAS NIGHT at Carss Cottage, Thurs., 13th Dec. commencing
at 6.30 p.m. No bookings made after 8th Nov., so contact Sylvia Kelly
or Gertie Johns without delay.
PAST EVENTS - The Annual Stall Day proved a great financial success,
thanks to the generosity of donors and helpers, over ~400.00 being
taken. Val Burghart wishes to thank all who contributed so splendidly
to her clothing stall and the Society extends very sincere thanks to
those regular hard workers such as Gertie and Ken Johns, Beryl Butters,
Val and Dick Burghart, Hazel Haddon, Sylvia Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. Beaven,
May Grieve, Gwen Coxhead and other members who pulled their weight before and on the day.
A special thank you too to Jack and Gwen Lean
for their useful contribution.
The steam train ride on Monday, 8th Oct. was a great nostalgic
experience with the bonus of an interesting tour of the inner workines
of Central Railway Station and a visit to the Railway Shop.
More souvenir tea-towels had to be ordered and Hurstville H.S.
co-operated in selling some from their stall. Good sales resulted.
Thought for the Month of November
"The noblest mind the best contentment has" - Old saying.
Museum. Roster for November~84
nate
Attendants
To open museum
Mrs. N. Owens, Mrs. M. Armstrong
Mr. J. Veness
Mrs. D. A. Hatton, Mrs. M. Grieve
11
Mrs. Hatton
18
Mrs. A. McOnie, Miss M. Foley
Mr. J. Lean
25
Mrs. Butters
JIr:. and Mrs. J. Hunt
Museum. Roster for December~84
Date
Attendants
To open museum
Mrs. H. Haddon, Mrs. T. Tatum
Miss' G. Coxhead
9
Mrs.
G.
Cootes,
Mrs.
P.
Thornley
Mr. J. Lean
16
Mrs. M. McNamara, Miss:M. Dunphy
Mr. J. Veness
23
Mr. K. Grieve, Mr. A. Ellis
Mr. K. Grieve
26 (Holiday) Miss G. Coxhead and Friend
Miss G. Coxhead
30
Mr. and Mrs. R. FitzHardinge
Mrs. FitzHardinge
NOTE: Any given date which is not convenient will be changed on request
if possible. Please telephone Gwen Lean (57 5940) who will always to be glad to add new names to the roster if any members
are interested in taking a turn, however occasionally.
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Mrs. Nann is withdrawing her doll display.
Souvenir tea-towels and monographs are selling
well - 1985 souvenirs are planned. The profit froll the annual Stall J)ay has enabled the Socy.
to complete purchase of lIlovie projector &: screen 80 that members can look forwRXdto 80116 movies !_
next year. G. Coxhead presented a detailed report on the recent R.A.H.S. Conference. An Xmas
I;
shopping expedition is being arranged by B. Butters and arrangements for our Xmas Night were di8-,
eusaed,
$)me interesting
corresvondence han been received and may be published in !iewelatters.
Volunteers for next working bee \Sat., 3rd Nov.) will be welcomeaa a new display will have to
be eet up in addition to the ongoing current work. Noel Kelly 1ft looking for a news i teme
collector to be respoDsible for this aspect of records kept by the Society ¥
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A LOOK AT THE PAST
Editorial Note: This is the final article on Kogarah'a transport as
remembered by Mr. A. Evans of Kingswood.
Part III - RAILWAY TRANSPORT
Here let me dwell for a little on the railways, especially the
steam trains with which I first became acquainted in 1919 when I came
to Kogarah at week-ends to court the girl who later became my wife.
The railway track at that time was double, not quadruple as at
present. The station had two platforms, the present Nos. I & aA On
Platform 1 were: the ticket office , waiting room and parcels office.
Arrivals from Sydney would walk through the exit door of the waiting
room out on to that vacant area where th': steam trams were parked, to
Railway Parade or to the overpass pedestrian bridge for West Kogarah.
On Platform 2 were the station master's office, waiting room and
toilets. To gain entrance to this platform one went through a gate
in the railway boundary fence off Station Street.
The last train for Sydney was about 11.30 p.m.; there was not
another until around 5.30 a.m. The last from Sydney was the "theatre
train" which also left at about 11.30 p.m. Cold comfort for those
missing a train before midnight was the all stations "paper train" to
the South Coast leaving Sydney at about 2.30 a.m., on which the guardia
van had a passenger compartment seating a few passengers.
I should explain this paper train was in fact a general goods
train that took the country editions of Sydney's morning newspapers,
weekly magazines, etc. to the Illawarra suburbs and South Coast towns.
Incidentally, all Sydney newspapers cost ld. (lc) a copy in those days.
Carriages on the steam trains were wooden, with a capacity for
about 50 passengers. At either end was a narrow open platform over
which the carriage roof extended to give a degree of protection from
the weather. The doors into the carriages opened inwards and were
half wood panels and half glass. A boarding passenger would have to
ascend to the carriage platform by a narrow steel step, grasp the
door's centrally positioned knob to enter the carriage and then find
a vacant seat. The seating was of twelve rows of transverse reversible
benches, seating two passengers on either side of the central aisle,
with two seats placed sideways at each end of the carriage to allow
for free opening of the doors. The windows could be raised to a desired height and secured there by a catch stop.
Those old steam trains rode very smoothly, picking up speed
gradually after leaving a station and coming to a stop smoothly.
Their drivers and firemen were very skilled in operating them. On
straight stretches most steam trains could attain a speed of 70 mph.
At about 3.95 p.m. the daily funeral train arrived at Kogarah en
route to Woronora Cemetery; the coffins, if any, being placed in the'
van at the rear of the train. The entire train, consisting of two
carriages and a van, would travel into the cemetery grounds. These
trains continued to run to well after the electrification of the line
in 1927, terminating only when motorised road funerals took patronage
away from them.
How well I remember the race trains pringing crowds of racegoers
for the Moorefield races, held three or four times a year.
Race-horses as well were brought by train in horse boxes with their attendants to be offloaded at a siding on Railway Parade North opposite the
(cont'd P. ,)
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PORTRAIT OF THE I,!\.TE !1't:\R:E-::L Cl\ Vi'. NOUCE, 0]\.1\1
"Pretty as a picture" would have been an apt description of the
young Mabel Jackson, later to become such a well-known figure in the
Kogarah district as Mrs. Ken Cavanough and a Mayoress of the Kogarah
Municipality.
Mabel and Ken were 'te~n-age sweethearts who married while still
very young. Their wedding at Holy Trinity Church, Erskineville, took
place on 11th March, 1924 and thereafter their life together was as
harmonious as in their courting days. They were partners in every
sense as the one's disposition complemented the other's so well. All
their life was spent in sharing - sharing with each other, their family,
their many friends, and people at large. In fact, sharing was Mabel's
ultimate joy. She and Ken gave unstintingly and gained mutual satisfaction from their giving. These two were able to look back with justifi8hle p~ide on their many achievements, not least of which was the
raising of five fine daughters.
When Mabel Cavanough died earlier this year she was sorely missed,
probably much more than she herself would have believed, for she was
an undemanding person finding her happiness in helping others. Hers,
like her husband's, was a life of service, cheerfully and willingly
given and always with outstanding efficiency.
Mabel was an only child and so her family was especi,ally dear to
her. She had a strong maternal instinct, carried on to her twelve
grandchildren and ten great grandchildren. Baby-sittinf, for them was
a pleasure never to be refused. Family reunions were happy affairs
though not always attended by every member as some lived at a distance.
The eldest daughter, Mrs. Mamie Tynan, lives at Wollongong. After
her come Mrs. Pat Holdorf of Punchbowl; Mrs. Kay Jones of Toronto,
Canada; Mrs. Lorraine Mitchell of Carin~bah, and Mrs. Kerry Forth of
Blacktown. Ken and Mabel were able to see their daughter's Canadian
home at first hand when they toured overseas and several times Kay
flew out from Canada - sometimes because of sudden drastic deterioration in her mother's health. Unfortunately as she grew older Mabel
suffered from diabetes and a tricky heart, which eventually contributed
to her death.
Although so active in public life Mabel was first and foremost a
home body. She cooked well and enjoyed entertaining her family and
friends. At one period of her life she and Ken provided a home for
several years for friends of their daughters. In her spare moments
she usually had a piece of crochet in her hands and she liked to read.
She was warmly loving, kind and considerate; always ready to
extend a hand in friendship to encourage or help those who needed it.
When problems arose, at home or outside it, she was the first to support and comfort. Ken would never have been able to get so far with
his progressive ideas if he had not had such a staunch backstop in
Mabel.
Always self-composed and even-tempered,. she was not at a loss in
the public eye and could express her views positively and convincin~ly.
Her opinions and advice were frequently sought by others.
She could be said to be earthy because she was close to people
and their problems of everyday living. For the ageing she had special
concern and became patron and office-bearer for Allawah Senior Citizens'
Centre.

5.
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The Cavanou~h girls attended Blakehurst Primary School and later,
after it was built, Blakehurst High School. Not surprisingly, Mabel
helped at the school canteen, continuing this assistance long after
her daughters had finished their schooling.
For both Ken and Mabel community service gave practical expression to their natural inclinations. As Mayoress of Kogarah from 1968
to 1971 she had an exceptionally busy and fruitful term. Some important municipal developments occurred in this period, inspired and
backed by Ken, with Mabel doing her bit to help things alnng.
Her flair for organisation and leadership qualities found her
an important niche in the lives of many people beyond her immediate
family circle.
From the time she and Ken settled in Blakehurst over fifty years
ago their name began cropping up in the district. From 1931 to 1940
Mabel was a committee member of the Blakehurst Primary School P & ~
Association and worked for the construction of new buildings to replace the existing school which then consisted of two classrooms. A
new school was officially opened on 30th October, 1937. The P & C
was very active over this period and raised funds for a library,
school broadcasting equipment, sporting material, etc.
During these years she was also active in raiSing funds to furnish twelve rooms in the new nurses' quarters at the St. George
Hospital and also assisted in raising funds for Cudgelo Junior Red
Cross Home.
Between 1933 and 1935 Mabel devoted some of her time to matters
at Carss Park. A committee was formed of which she was a foundation
member to press for the construction of a sharkproof tidal pool. By
making use of unemployed relief workers the pool was constructed and
officially opened in 1935.
.
Some years later she was associated with another pool's development. In 1962 Mabel became a foundation member of Kogarah War Memorial
Olympic Pool Committee where she was active in the raising of funds
towards the cost of the pool's construction.
It was officially opened
in 1966.
At the same time she had another cause to which to devote her
unbounded energy. In 1963 she became a foundation member of the
committee formed to press for the establishment of a municipal library.
She was to see these efforts crowned with success when the library
was officially opened on 14th February, 1970. Ken was then Mayor of
Kogarah and the new building was called the Ken Cavanough Library in
recognition of his work towards its achievement. A later Council saw
fit to rename the building simply the Kogarah Municipal Library.
Never one to do things by halves, Mabel became a foundation
member of the Allawah and District Senior Citizens' Centre, holding
office continuously for twenty-one years as Secretary and also as
President. She was made a Life Member in 1977, a tribute by her
fellow members to the great contribution she had made to the efficient
functioning of the Centre.
In 197G:The Kogarah Historical Society was formed. Ken and Mabel
were foundation members. The museum was officially opened on 28th
August, 1971 during their term as Kogarah's Mayor and Mayoress. Their
interest in Australian history was indicative of their enlightened
thinking. They continued to take an interes~ in the affairs of the
Society and Carss Cottage Museum. Several t~mes Ken has consented to

~.be

a guest speaker at meetings of the Society. He and Mabel also
supported the functions held at the museum.
When Oatley Senior Cit.izens' Centre opened in 1970 Mabel was
a foundation member and took an interest in its progress.
While she was supporting Ken as Mayor, her Mayoress' fund
raised considerable funds for local charities, including audio equipment for the municipal library.
National recognition of her services to the community was to
come in 1980 when in June that year she was awarded the Medal of the
Order of Australia.
She became a foundtion member of the
National Order of
Australia Association
" .....
';'áái<'t"-'. ". ', ¥. , ''',,''11
and attended its
functions with Ken,
whose c ommun i ty work
had been similarly
recoe;nised ¥
. ;
As recently as
, March this year, yet
..:1
another award. was to
, be made to thls very
dedicated woman when
she received the
Premier's Senior
Citizen Award for her
work on behalf of
Senior Citizens.
Mabel and Ken were
together to celebrate
their diamond wedding
anniversary on 17th
March this year (see
how soon would come the parting
of their ways. Many notable personalities joined with the family in
these celebrations or sent congratulatory messages. It must have been
a highlight in Mabel's calendar and one which Ken can look back on with
happy memories.
Memories will stay with him and all of us who were privileged to
know and lo~e one who was a great humanitarian - a local resident who
did so much to make life richer, more meaningful and more enjoyable for
so many.
It is fitting that Kogarah Council is known to be considering naming a feature in the municipality in honour of her.
A.G.C.
A Look at the Past - continued from P. 3
public school playground.
McDonald & Eklund's ice works was nearby.
Times were really busy when race days were held at Koe;arah.
All steam trains terminated at Central. The Illawarra Line was
the first in Sydney to be electrified.
Vfuen this happened in 1927 the
steam train era was at an end as far as suburban services were concerned.
The completion of the underground railway enabled electric trains from
'. the I11awarra Line to run as far as Museum and St. James.
(cont'd P. 9)
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May Grieve recounts
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A DAY AT GLEDSWOOD, CAMDEN
Tuesday, 18th September, 1984

-

Gledswood Winery and
homestead at Catherine Field
near Camden is the next-door
neighbour of El Caballo
Blanco, of Spanish dancing
horses fame.
Our forward route was
via the Hurne Highway and
it was not long after passing through Liverpool that
we entered into Macarthur
territory.
The Mucarthur estate was
very vast, covering a huge expanse of country which bordered
the grant that became Gledswood.
Camden is a rich district, rightly
described as the birthplace of
Australia's rural wealth.
As we neared Camden our coach captain decided to take a blpass
road which actually skirted the township. In quick succession we
passed by flourishing vineyards, herds of cattle grazing on ric~
green pastures, a beautiful golf course and a housing complex. -Then,
we were at Gledswood.
.
First called "Buckingham", this historic property is located in
pretty rolling country where the soil is very fertile and obviously
suited to cultivating grapes.
A son of the present owners, the Testoni family, greeted us and
gave us some introductory information.
The significance of the property to Australia's heritage is acknowledged by the classification
given to it by The National Trust.
The area was discovered by chance as the following story tells.
In May, 1788 two bulls and four cows, cattle carried by the
First Fleet, escaped from the Government farm on the modern site of
the Sydney Botanical Gardens. They strayed 60 km. south-west until
they found pastures to their liking just past Gledswood.
A convict tracked them down in 1795 after rumours of their
sighting had reached Sydney. Later Governor Hunter personally travelled to see the herd. He was overjoyed to see two huge bulls and
forty sleek cows grazing knee-deep in lush grass and promptly gave
the area the very appropriate name of Cowpastures.
In 1805 a hut was built for a herdsman overseer for the cattle
and in the same year James Meehan was instructed to organise work on
Cowpastures Road. Gledswood was to be located on this road which is
now known to us as the Hume Highway.
Gledswood was first a land grant tp Gabriel Louis Marie Huon de
Kerillian, a French nobleman who fled to England during the French
Revolution. He joined the N.S.W. Corps as a private under the name
of Gabriel Lewis and arrived in the convict ship "Surprise" in 1795.

'In time he became a tutor to Captain John Macarthur's sons and in
1810 he was given the land grant whereon Gledswood stands.
Eight convict labourers were allotted to him to develop the
new holding.
Naturally the first project was a.,residence for the
owner.
This sturdy building was constructed from local stone and
later became the kitchen of the homestead when that was built.
Second to be built was the coach house and third, a convict
cottage where the convicts were chained at night.
In 1816 Gabriel Lewis sold the property to James Chisholm for
£250.
Chisholm renamed the property Gledswood after a scenic place
on the Tweed River in Scotland.
There were continuing and enduring
links between the pioneer families of the Macarthurs and Chisholms.
The most notable was the marriage of James Kinghorne Chisholm to
Isabella Macarthur ¥
¥

With convict labour Chisholm built the present house, which in
thos'e days would have been a rather imposing building. Records of
its building were either lost or never kept so that the name of the
architect is not known or for how long the house was under construction. Even the completion date (1829) is based on conjecture.
Every surviving home built at the beginning of the last century
is worthy of preservation and should be appreciated by future generations.
Extensions and renovations were carried out in the 1860's and
were the last additions to the building.
Prepared with the foregoing in~ormation we were given into the
charge of an attractive young woman, dressed in 19th century fashion
in a long black dress with white collar and mob cap. She escorted us
on a guided tour, adding to the information we had already been given.
Gledswood occupies 92 squares, including the servants' quarters
and ball room. The house is designed with two wings, one running
north-south and the other facing the highway, running east-west. The
first room to which we were taken has an unusual high twin-domed ceiling, softly coloured, giving it a very elegant appearance. Many of
the original crystal door fittings are in place, some complete with
knob, keyhole lid and panel above the knob.
The Testoni family can point with pride to some elaborate or
plainly handsome pieces of cedar, either rich with carving or with
smooth uncluttered lines revealing the beauty of the wood. They ,also
have some magnificent chandeliers of crystal and metal and a rare cutglass set of wash-stand accessories - bowl, jug, etc. Also retained
are the original marble fireplaces, including a rare carved black
marble in one bedroom and an equally lovely but slightly inferior
black marble in the ball room. This was more dark grey than black.
There were marbles in lighter colours and a particularly interesting
feature was the decorative fire-proof tiles especially brought from
Pompeii to line the interior of at least two of these fireplaces.
The ball room, moderately large, has a lofty steeply pitched roof
line. Cedar makes the impressive ceiling which is 16 ft. high and was
accoustically designed for the light string instruments of yesteryear,
causing the sound to reverberate.
The chandelier in the ballroom is indeed an objet d'art - a real
collector's piece. It is ideally suited to such a high ceiling and a
room of large dimensions. The ball room is now a venue for weddings,

-

official dinners, dances and similar functions where a number
of people get together.
The servants' quarters included service rooms, kitchen and
butcher's shop_ Last century no gentleman's home was complete
without a cellar and the one at Gledswood was king size with a
capacity to hold 20,000 bottles.
Today the coach house is used
as a wine bar where visitors can
buy and taste wine or apple cider.
A small souvenir shop is located
one step down in the same building.
There is also a small arts and
crafts shop on the property where
locally made wares are sold.
In keeping with the historic
rural character of the place an
unusual restaurant with serving
wenches as in a past age enjoys a
good reputation for its steaks and other provender.
Some of us
sampled its meals; others enjoyed a picnic lunch under the trees
close to where an ancient rose bush survives to still bear masses
of small whit~ flowers.
From Gledswood we went across timbered country to make a brief
stop at Cowell's Theresa Park nursery.
Here some of our keen gardeners bought shrubs and plants, the azaleas especially drawing eyes
to themselves, with many varieties of camellias aiso blooming.
Our journey was then to Warragamba Dam which was merely viewed
from our coach windows before we began the final part of our journey
towards our starting-point, Kogarah, which we reached about 5.00 p.m.
All agreed we had had a most enjoyable and very relaxing day.
Gledswood Homestead

A Look at the Past - continued from p. 6
Steam trains and trams survive today.in working transport
museums or the occasional excursion arranged by the SRA or one of
the steam preservation societies but we of their generation still
remember them very vividly.

