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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

] January - February, 1986 

Price: 15c 

Postal Address: P.O. Box 367. Kogarah 2217 
Telephone: (Sundays/Public Holidays only, 

1.00-5.00 p.m.) 5467314 

1.5.S. No. 0311-0613 
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KOGARAd ltl~;l'ORICAL SOClJiITY 
(Sponsored by Kogarah Municipal Councll) 

Patron: The Mayor of Kogarah, Ald. F. B. Ca~anagh 
Life Patron: K. R. Ca~anough, A.M. 

President: J. E. Veness, 
6 Lance Ave., Blakehurst. 
Tel. 546 3932. 

Hon. secreta~: Mrs. S. M. Kelly, 
Tel. 587 986. 

Asst. Secretary: Mrs. F. Kelly, 
Tel. 533 1834. 

Social Secreta;y: Mrs. B. Butters, 
36 Louisa st., Oatley. 
Tel. 57 6954. 

Tours Officers: Mrs. G. Cootes, 
Tel. 53 5854 and Mrs. M. 
Armstrong, Tel. 579 6448. 

Editor: N. Kelly, áTel. 535 1834. 
Society AddreRs: P.O. Box 5~7, Kogarah. 

Vice Presidents: N. H. Kelly 
L. H. Burghart 
J. Lean 

Hon. TreasUr'~:r: K. R. Johns, 
Tel. S[rr 4048. 

Asst. .: .nrre r ; fIIrs. G. Johns. 
Regist r'al.' cát a"cords: N. Kelly, 

Te 1. 535 1 e 54. 
iVlUseum Inquiries: Mrs. G. Lean, 

Tel. 51 5940 or MrR. B. 
Butters, Tel. 57 6954. 

Production Rook Sales: Mrs. V. 
Burghar t , 'jlel. 54 4385. 

Hefwarch etc..; :r: Nr s , M. Grieve. 
Hon. Audit.or: Mr. Hay. 

CARSS CoTTAGE MUSEUM - Open each Sunday & Public Holiday 1.00 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Easter Friday & Christmas day excluded). Admission - 50c per adult; 20c per 
child. Groups by special arrangement with Mrs. Lean or Mrs. Butters. 

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP - Pensioners: $3.00 pat Juniors under 18: $2.00 pa; Others; 
$4.00 pa. Membership carries bi-month1y posting of the Society's Newsletter, 
sharing in group activities, etc. 

MEETINGS - are held 2nd Thursday each month ~t 8.00 p.m., 2nd Floor, Civic 
Centre, Belgrave Street, Kogarah, followed by light refreSrtificnts. 

NEXT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING - Tuesday, 28th January, and Tuesday, ~5th 
February, 1986 at :;arss Cot t age , 7.;0 p s m , 

What's in, what's out 
IN the world of antiques, what's in and Australiana has arrived. The choicest 
what's out? Australians of all is early Australian 
Mahogany appears to be out. silver, particularly stuff from the 18505 
Ed Clark has a contempt for mahogany and 1860s. 

which is almost terrifying. He calls it Ed can't believe how good those 
"red furniture." For years English silversmiths were, probably working 
dealers have been following the policy of under wretched conditions. They were 
off-loading mahogany on Australians. European craftsmen who came out 
The mahogany chest-of-drawers which during the gold rush. 
cost $240 in London would go for "J have always loved it," said Ed. HI 
$1,500 in Australia. We had the most remember 10 years ago pleading with a 
expensive mahogany in the world. collector to buy this stuff. He would take 
Oak is in, way in. If it has a few little; it home and get into trouble from his 

borer holes all the better. "If you go to wife. What it's won" ..¥ w!" 
the Porta Portese market in Rome," Silver-mounted emu eggs are almost 
added Ed, mischievously, "you ca~ he~r i ' off the graph. Just a few years ago they 
the sound of .410 shot guns pumping In 1 were worth $1,000 each. Now it is 
the holes." . $5,000 plus. 
Mirrors are in. People adore to; Ed bid for a little claret jug at Leonard 

decorate with mirrors right now, so large I Joel a few weeks back. He failed at 
antique gilt mirrors are all the gOál $7,000. 
Chinese porcelain and Orientals are; Early 01: firescreens and Australian 
terribly popular, says Ed. A few years ~ woodcarvings are popular. Mantels 
ago you couldn't sell anything Chinese; covered with koalas, kangaroos, 
now everyone wants it. . wombats, gum leaves and gumnuts> 
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Don't spurn them - they're the 
Australian Chippendales for 1988. 
Of course, Australian art is in, too. Get 

a Holmes a Court to bid a million for a 
Srrecron and all Strcctons go up 
accordingly. 
Bur if you are planning on a coup, Ed 

advises to look lor a good Australian 
artist who is just a bit out of fashion. 
Someone who is under-rated such as 
Clarice Beckett or Hayward Veal. 
"I rhink Clarice Beckett was awfully 

good," said Ed. 
Out is the French-polished look. 

There was a time when your desk had to 
look as highly-polished as a Yamaha 
piano. Not any more. Things should 
look genuinely old and lived in. 
"I don't mean that your desk should 

have cigarette burns," 'said Ed, "but it's 
all fight if it has suffered a bit. People 
look at a table and say, 'I like it as it is. 
Don't even dust'." 
You concentrate on one good piece of 

furniture or a great picture. There is no 
clutter allowed. - KEITH DUNSTAN 
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