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KOGARAH mS'rOHICAL SOCIi.;ry 

(Sponsored by Kogarah Municipal Council) 
Patron: The Mayor of Kogarah , Ald. 1<'. B. Cavanagh 

Life Patron: K. B. Cavanough, A.M. 
Carss Cot t age Nuseum , Carwar Avenue, Canas Park 

Society Postal Address: P.O. Box 367, Kogarah. 2217 

President: J. E. Veness, 
6 Lance Ave., Blakehurst. 

, .Tel. 546 3952. 
Hon. Secret~: Mrs F. Kelly, 

Tel. 533 1834. 
Asst. Secreta~: Mrs S. K~lly. 

Tel. 587 6986. 
Social SecretarY: Mrs B. Butters, 

36 Louisa st., Oatley. 
Tel. 57 6954. 

Tours Officers: Mrs G. Cootes, 
Tel. 53 5854 and f1rs M. 
Armstrong, Tel. 579 644A. 

Editor: Mr N. Kelly, Tel. 533 1834. 
Hon. Auditor: Mr R. Hay. 

Vice Presidents: L. H. Burghart, 
N. H. Kelly, 
J. Howard. 

Hon. Trea3urer: K. R. Johns, 
Tel. ')87 4848. 

Asst. 'I'rnacure re Mrs G. Johns. 
HegiRtrr:J.r of ilecords: N. Kelly, 

'1'el. 535 1854. 
Museum Inquiries: Mrs S. Kelly, 

Tel. 587 6986 or Mrs G. 
Lean, 'reI. 57 5940. 

Production/Book Sales: Mrs V. 
Burf,hart, Tel. 546 4385. 

R.esearch 0 ffieer: ('IlX'S M. Grieve, 
Tel. 546 1840. 

CARSS COTTAGE MUSEUM - Open each Sunday & Public Holiday 1.00 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
~Easter Friday k Christmas Day excluded). Admission - 50c per adult; 20c per 
child. Groups by special arrangement with Mrs Lean or Mrs Butters. For 
contact ring 587 6986. 

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP - Pensioners: ~3.00 pa; Juniors under 18: $2.00 pa; Others 
$4.00 pa. Membership carries bi-monthly posting of the Society's Newsletter, 
sharing in group activities, etc. 

MEETINGS - are held second Thursday each month at 8 p.m., 2nd Floor, Civic 
Centre, Belgrave Street, Kogarah, followed by light refreshments. 

NEXT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEI<JrING - Tuesday, 25th November, 1986 at the Carss 
Cottage, 7.30 p.m. 

NEXT WORKING BEE - Saturday ,8th November 
Carss Cot t age , 

TO MOST of us, old newspapers are 
things that sit at the bottom of the broom 
cupboard waiting for someone to throw 
them out. But to collector Kevin Weeks 
they are a wonderful discovery that can 
mean a whole weekend's entertainment. 
Kevin Weeks has nearly 18,000 old 

newspapers catalogued and carefully 
stacked away in the garage of his 
Springvale home in Melbourne. 
The earliest one dates back to 16RO (an 

English paper called Weekly Pacquet). 
The collection covers a wide range of 
events from the deaths of kings and 
queens to man landing on the Moon and 
the "eking of Prime Minister Gouzh, 
r!1iliIam ' .on. November 11, 1975. 
'UUllide : public libraries;.:: Kevin's 
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collection' is . the most 'extensive in I 
Australia. 
He occasionally discovers early 

newspapers in antique and brio-a-brae 
shops. And people contact him when 
they have something which they think 
might be of value. 
The next step is to restore his 

treasures. Kevin says that Melbourne is 
an ideal city for collecting old 
newspapers because it has no extremes in 
temperatures. "If you were in Brisbane 
or Darwin, for example, you'd get a lot 
of dampness and condensation building 
up from the humidity." 
He puts each newspaper into a big 

plastic booklet which is filed away. 
Everything is catalogued and indexed so, 
if anyone contacts Kevin seeking 
historical information, he' can usually 

find it for them in a few minutes, 
Kevin also gives the occasional talk to 

historical groups and special interest 
groups. "A lot of people think it's a silly 
thing to do but, when they see the old 
newspapers dating back 100 years or ~ 
more, they are fascinated," ~ 
Kevin had a coup recently when he <Ji 

bought a group for $33 and found among ~ 
them headlines on the discovery of gold N 

ncar Bathurst, the Burke and Wills .; 
expedition and the trial of the rebels ..... 
of Eureka Stockade. The baby of 8~ 
his collection is a miniature Argus ~ 
(pictured) published to commemorate ~ 

. the Melbourne Centenary Air Race in ~ 
1934. 0 
Kevin and his collecting colleague Ray ¤ 

Nichols, who has 10,000 newspapers, 
hope to open a museum and library. 

._ ... ~ ;r-- '-=--- 


