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MUSEUM

ROSTER.

ATIENDANTS .
Cath Shaw and Betty Goodger
Ann Murray and Margaret Foley
12
Mary Armstrong & Margaret McArthur
19
Laurie and Bernice Curtis
26
Beryl Butters & Nance Owens
April 2
Gertie Johns & Gwen Taylor
9
(Easter Sunday - Volunteers please)
16
(Easter Monday - Volunteers please)
17
Zena
& Ed Hoqgekinson
23
Day
Gwen
Coxhead & Thellie Tatum
25 Anzac
Danuta
Wolski
& Ken Grieves
30
_
Jean
Fiege
~.&
Arthur Ell is
May
7
(Mothers
Day
Volunteers please)
14
Gwen Coxhead & Glad Baldwin
21
Lil Gilmore & Grace Watson
28

DATE.
March 5

TO OPEN.
Cath Shaw
Jack Lean
Beryl Butters
Laurie Curtis
Beryl Butters
Gertie Johns
Ed Hodgekinson
Gwen Coxhead
Ken Grieves
Jack Lean
Gwen Coxhead

Many thanks to all who have helped at the Museum during the year.
The year has been a very unsettled one for me. I hope we will all
have better health in the coming year and that it will be full of
achievements for the Society and Museum. Please contact me if
dates do not suit. GWEN LEAN.

----------------------------------------------------------AC!\NOWLEDGEMENTi THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRINTED BY KOGARAH
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PRESIDENTS REPORT.
'.

I e t y contlnues
.
Our Socle
to progress with the steady help 0 f a 1 oyal
group of devoted members.
1994-95 produced another interesting year
of Museum activity and consolidation.
Our thanks are extended to
those who organise our General Meetings, provide Speakers and attend
to the various rosters.

Social activities for the past year have been both varied and
interesting and give credit to our Social Secretary, Glad Baldwin,
and her hard working committee. while Beryl Butters expertly produces
our Newsletter.
Museum displays for Australia Day and the St. George Hospital
Centenary, as well as somewhat small varied displays in keeping with
our local history aims. have given us a good topical image and helped
to increase interest in the Museum and attendances.
In this regard
our Display Committee has provided good results.
Necessary repairs to the Museum supported by Kogarah MuniCipal
Council were successfully completed in 1994, as well as to the Alarm
System and Matting in the Cottag. These activities were supervised
by Ken Johns and Ed. Hodgekinson.
Ed. and Zena Hodgekinson
helped
to maintain and improve our cottage garden despite the drought.
To
Kogarah MuniCipal Council we express gratitude for help extended to
our Society through the year, and for some fine historical items
relating to early Kogarah history.
A number of historical photographs from our negative files have
been donated to the local community radio station 2NBC FM and will
eventually be displayed on their premises.
May I thank the Society for the privilege accorded to me over
the past three years to be its President. to the Hon. Secretary.
Bernice Curtis, and others for help extended. and particularly to
Gertie Johns and Beryl Butters. the Vice Presidents. who acted as
Chair persons on those occasions when personal health concerns
precluded my attendance.

PROPERTY CONVENOR'S REPORT.
This year the Museum has experienced a couple of set backs,the
main one being termites in the window frames in the main dining room.
Kogarah Council carrie~ out the repairs very efficently although it
was necessary to close the museum for a time while these repairs were
carried out. We are very thankful to Council for a job well done.
A further forced entry to the catering centre was brought to
Councils notice and the security alarm was extended to this area.
The seagrass matting was repaired and in some parts replaced quiet
successfully, At the present time a facier board is awaiting repairs,
which has been reported to Council. The guttering needs to be freed of
twigs and leaves. The chain across the gateway entrance has once again
disappeared.
Ken Johns
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MUSEUM

NOTES.

A highlight of our Australia Day display was the handsome silver
tea kettle
or samovar
destined
for the museum but not to be
on
regular
display
until
Kogarah
Council
is
satisfied
that
it
is
securely protected.
lMembers may have read the article in the Leader
when
this historic piece was handed
over to Council's custody.
It
has bewen
returned to ouncil's casre for the time
being and will be
a great acquisition when finally placed in the museum ..
Any members visiting the museum over the coming weeks should maek
sure
of seeing two new exhibits.
In the hall opposite the entrance
th~r.e~á is
now a beautifully embroidered
picture, the work of
Glad
Baldwin.
In the parlour where the Elioth Gruner painting was hung is
a poastel of a period scene.,
The Gruner
work is now on a nearby
wall.
Acompletely new display has been set up in the room adjoining the
General
Store.
It aims
to illustrate
the changes
occurring today
which
make yesterday's
familiar things
very dated.
This
has been
done
by contrasting what was with what is.
Because of limited space
it has often been necessary to resort to miniatures and models.
A big "thank you" goes to Ken
always ready to lend a hand whenever

26th JANUARY

Grieve and Laurie Curtis
who are
displays are being renewed.

CELEBRATIONS.

AUSTRALIA DAY at Carss
Park began more
quietly this year than
usual but
as the day wore on more people began
to gather.
This time
the. weather behaved - it
was a cool pleasant day with a mild breeze
blowing.
There were
early visitors
to the
museum and
from then
on the
numbers
grew,
most taking
time to
study the exhibits and showing
interest.
Ed and Zena
Hodgkinson had. mouted
a most
appropriate
display
featuring all eleven of
the First Fleet ships,
with details
about them.
Our one disappointment
was the theft of
an expensive wig loaned
by Glad
Baldwin which was removed from the male model in the hospital
display;
also a hand towel disguising the model's damaged arm.
The catering team deserves our highest praise for their tireless
efforts
before and after the day.
Thanks to
their preparation, the
donations
of goodies
from members
and the need of
the public
for
light
refreshments a handsome profit was made,
equalled by museum
door takings.
From
the Society's point
of view it was
therefore a
good day!
We express our gratitude to all who helped achieve this excellent
result.
GWEN COXHEAD.

~

MONTHLY
MARCH

MEETINGS.

9 - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 7.45 p.m. Kogarah Civic Centre
History Reading - Ballarat Goldfields - Bernice Curtis
28 - MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING - 7.45 p.m. Carss Cottage
APRIL 13 - GENERAL MEETING - 7.45 p.m. Kogarah Civic Centre
Speaker - Jack Gibbs "History of H.M.A.S. Kutabel"
25 MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
MEETING - 7.45 p.m. Carss
cottage.

3

.,

,;

KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INCORPORATED.
_~~~~~~~nt_~!_In~~~~_~_~~E~~~!~~!!_!~~~~_:_~!~!~~~~_

i

Income
----.-

~

Subscriptions 474.00
513.00
Museum Admissl021.25 1247.95
Sales: Books 147.90
'54.00
Spoons 43.50
32.00
Monographs 5.10
2.50
Badges~etc. 9.00
39.90
Key Rings
t(l.70
-Folders etc .75
3.90
Raffles
158.00
47.60
TradingTbl. 5.00
23.60
Donations
67.30
356.40
Bank Interest 105.26
116.48
Socia 1
412.40* 1551.10**
Sundries
--- 3000.00**

,

1

1994
------

$2449.46

1993
---.-

~Xp!~~!.:~!!

1993
------_

1994

----

Bulk Postage
183.97
Telecom
253.75
Electricity
98.00
Museum Maint.
394.50
Museum Improvements534.90
Purchase Books
15.00
Printing & Stat.
279 ¥ .2.0
Insurance
629.38
Affiliation Fees
187.50
Kogarah Council
24.15
Sundries
100.00
F.LD.
13.92
Social
188.11*
Petty Cash
5.00

7059.73

$2907.38

183.25
143.64
72.84
227.94
254.15
147.90
299.38
344.28
85.00
290.67
314.18**
16.57

5213.31

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

INCOME

1994* Includes $135 repaid from Social Account.
1993** Includes $3,000 from Dept. of Planning for Museum Project
Includes $1500 Transferred from Social Account.

EXPENDITURE:
------------

1994* Includes $135 paid to Social Account.
1993**lncludes $3000 paid to Clive Stapleton for Museum
Project.
fSQf!I.L 1994_$457.92
!993 $346.42

B~~~_~~~Q~~!~!~!!Q~ __ (Main

Account)

~~~_~~~E~~_~~~E_=~E_~~~~~~~á
Credit at 1.2.94
"
" 31.1.95

$4561. 29
4632.83

Commonwealth Bank
Credit at1.2.94
"
"31.:£.95

$1771.02
1223.14

---.-------547.98

Change in accounts
Increase in cash in hand
$33.07 -- $14.55
Result

476.44
+ 18.52
$457.92

H.A.BEECHER
Hon. Auditor.
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SOCIAL CLUB.

INCOME

1994
--

Tours

1993

$758.15

1466.00

Catering + Bnk.527.63
Interest

341.40

$1285.78

1994

EXPENDITURE
~'''Tours
Catering
Bank

1807.40

1993

$338.15

1102.50

546.29
5.13

232.00
90.59

$889.57

1425.09

$396.21

PrOfit

..

BANK RECONCILIATION SOCIAL CLUB ACCOUNT
Balance

@

31.1.95

$1444.48

"

@

1.2.94

1047.27
$396.21

Overall result for the Society $457.92 + 396.21

Loss $61. 71

BALANCE SHEET at 31.1 95
Total Assets:
Commonwealth Savings Alc Sth.Hurstville
St.George Step=Up '/c
St.George Freedom Alc
Cash in hand

$1223.14
4632.83
1444.48
33.07
$7333.52

'1S"~~
'''1. E . Hodgkinson
Hon. Treasurer.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.
Please note our March Meeting is our ANNUAL MEETING when the
election of officers for the coming year will take please. Are you a
financial member? Membership Fees are now due.
-----------------------------------SUNDAY, MARCH 5, is our OPEN DAY at the Museum. We would like to
see you there sometime between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.
-----------------------------------r

\
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SOCI~L NEWS.
We are
pleased
to know
period of ill health.

Mary Thompson

is much

better after

a

.

Increasing ill health has caused Mabel Kermond to be in and out
of hospital during Februiary.
We hope things improve for you now,
Mabel.
Gwen Coxhead, although far from well with a form of
'flu,
continues to work tirelessly for the Society; arranging Speakers for
our Meetings. rounding up people for our outings, doing new displays
at the Museum.
In fact, Gwen is always there for whatever needs
doing.
May Grieve is at last beginning to realise the time has come to
slow down.
For her age (94 this year) she is a remarkable lady,
always busy, helpful and understanding.
How she has coped so well
for so long. keeping up with so many daily actdivities when others
much younger are feeling the strain continues to amaze us. By giving
herself a less arduous schedule we hope she may find time to write
her memoirs as she has such a wealth of knowledge and stories to pass
on.
After 21 years of untiring efforts on behalf of Hurstville
Historical Society, Joan Hatton, tendere d her resignation as Hon.
Secretary.
At the moment her resignation is being considered by the
Society.
If her resignation is accepted she will be greatly missed
by that Society as nobody worked harder than Joan in obtaining the
Centennial Bakery for their Museum and permanent home.
Alan and Margaret Tregonning intend to travel abroad during 1995
so will be greatly missed for part of the year.

SOCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT
During the year we have had some enjoyable and successful
outings.
Although it was a very wet day, our trip to Nutcote Cottage (May
Gibbs home) will always be remembered.
We visited Featherdale and had a ferry trip to Bundeeena.
We also had our very interesting guided tour of Central Railway
Station.
We joined with Oatley Senior Citizens in a coach trip to Windsor
for the celebrations there.
We had a fantastic day when we visited Ranelagh House, Robertson.
for Christmas in July.
Our Christmas night at Kogarah R.S.L. was a happy occasion.
We are looking forward to a coach trip to Palm Beach and a Ferry
Trip to Patonga and Bobbin Head on Wednesday, 22nd February.
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ENGLAND V. THE COLONIES.

What is regarded as the first cricket Test match. the Melbourne
game of 1877, was preceded by other representative games. In 1861-6c
a firm of Melbourne caterers. Spiers and Pond, brought out an English
team whose appearance attracted large crowds, as this description
shows.
Cricket was already nearly 50 years old in the colony, where
military and other sides were in the habit of playing for substantial
purses.
But the colonists still had to bat 22 men to have a chance
of meeting the English visitors on anything like equal terms.
"ALL-ENGLAND ELEVEN

V. 'TWENTY-TWO OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

The scene in the Domain was one that almost baffles description.
The natural beauty of the locality is world-famous.
But imagine
five-and-twenty thousand people - men. women and children -- all in
their gayest attire gathered around in one immense circle, with a
background, beautifully relieved with shrubbery and trees on the one
side. and long rows of well-appointed booths on the other, from the
summits of which, flags and streamers waved in all the gaiety of
varicoloured bunting.
The numbers present were variously estimated
at from 20.000 to 30.000, and this estimate was born out by the
opinion of several military gentlemen. accustomed to judge of the
extent of large bodies of people. Certain it is that many residents
in the colony confessed they had never known such an assemblage
collected áthere before. It is said there were 50.000 on the ground
at Melbourne. but this we believe must have been somewhat beyond the
mark. as we were assured by several gentlemen who were present at the
atteQ~ance in the Domain. yesterday. that it was' fully equal to that
which '''asssembled at Richmond a week or two since.
But we will not
stop to institute any comparisons
.
Of the play we cannot at present say much, the match being as it
were only just commenced.
Our players have been enough. however. to
convince them they have a great deal to learn. particularly in the
mastery of the bat
SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 30/1/62.
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An Open Day is being held at Radio Station 2NBC-FM at Narwee Baptist
Church on Saturday 11th March from 10a.m. to 3 p.m. Our Society will
be having a publicity stand. If you would like to volunteer for part
of that day, please contact Beryl Butters 580-6954.
7

The following article was written by Frank WeatheralI, a then
Member of our Society; and appeared in one of our early Newsletters.
I am sure Members will find it very interesting.

~,

MY EARLY RECOLLECTIONS OF SOUTH HURSTVILLE & BELLEVUE.
In 1904, when I was two years old. my parents came
small white single-fronted house then known as No.
Street, South Hurstville.

to I ive in a
2 Salisbury

A walk from my home to Hurstville Railway Station in those days
was through paddocks and tree-covered land with very few houses in
Woniora Road and Maher Street. Gallipoli Street did not then exist.
On the corner of Salisbury Street and Woniora Road lived people named
Brown who had a dairy of about 20 milking cows which, after being
milked. were allowed to roam free and graze in the surrounding open
paddocks.
Mr. Brown built his house with hand-made sundried bricks
for which he obtained clay from a brick-pit located between Woniora
Road and West Street not far from Blakesley Road.
Next door to Brown's lived people called Winkworth.
He conducted
a nursery
which covered land extending from the back of his place, up
Salisbury
Street to where we
lived, across to where
Culwulla Street
is
now and up to neasr where
the Methodist
Church stands
in King
Georges Road.
At the top of the hill in
Cul~llia Street there was a
large fence-enclosed
well from which Mr. Winkworth drew water for his
nursery.
He had four sons whom he. ruled with a rod of iron, making
them work in the nursery from early morning
until night.
He was a
hard worker himself.

There were then only five houses in Salisbury Street that I can
remember.
Two were brick houses that resembled churches. Then there
was the old house of Mr. Douglas on the corner of Carysfort Street,
our little house on the eastern side and next to it the brick house
of Mr. Drake. In Carysfort Street, between Australia and Gallipoli
Streets, was a large weatherboard two-storey house surrounded by a
very high wooden fence.
It was known as "the Ark" because its
architecture resembled Noah's Ark.
A Mr.
D. Read, an artist and
technical teacher, had it built and he lived there until his death.
It was later demolished.
Coming down Woniora Road from the railway. I remember seeing only
five houses.
There was a large two-storey home on the corner of
Railway Parade and Woniora Parade. In recent years it was demolished
because it was a traffic hazard and Kogarah Council established a
park and garden there.
Originally. this large home was. Quilt and
occupied by the Slater family.
They were known in the City Markets
as the "Strawberry Kings".
Sons Alf and Lou were well-known in the
district. Dr. Bourke was the last occupant.
Further down Woniora Road, on the same side, was a large twostorey home standing in grounds with an 8-foot fence surrounding it.
A Mr. Nixon lived here. He had a family of daughters (I think there
were six) and people said the high fence was erected to provide
privacy for them from the peeping eyes of young men. Only one of his
daughters married. Many a time I saw the gaunt, bearded Mr. Nixon
come out with his fishing-rod and basket on his way to fish at Tom
Ugly's Point, always locking his front gate when he left.
Nixon's
house has gone and a number of cottages have been built on the site.
Nixon's house
was a
large home
called
Almost opposite
"Syncarpia" .
It was converted into a Special School by the Education
Department.
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large
lawns.

Further down Woniora Road. on the same side as "Syncarpia" was a
weatherboard home standing in grounds with
tall pine trees and
I first remember a Mr. and Mrs. Grey living there. They were

the parents of Mrs. J. A. Lean, our Museum Convener.
Further along
Woniora Road, on the top of the hill before Salisbury Street, stood
the large two-storey home built and then occupied by Mr.
and Mrs.
Crane of Crane & Sons, Stove-makers and Ironmongers.
Let me now take you to where Salisbury Street runs into King
Georges Road.
In the years before the 1914-18 War, King Georges Road
was known as Belmore Road. It was a rough blue-metalled road running
from Blakehurst's Chimamen's gardens up to the railway line betweeen
Hurstville and Penshurst. It crossed the railway line by means of an
old rickety wooden bridge.
For about half a mile before the bridge
was reached the road became a narrow bush road with high blackberry
bushes each side where many of us gathered blackberries with which
our mothers made jams and pies.
Of course, Arrowsmith Park was
not then in existence.
It was about here that natural bush drainage formed itself into
a clean-water creek flowing under Belmore Road and following a
natural gully under Hillcrest Avenue. It then passed under a wooden
bridge (known as Picnic Bridge) at Hurstville Road just near the old
quarry, and then into the bush-surrounded gully down to where it met
the tidal waters from Oatley Bay,
in what was known as Addis'
Channel.
At high tide a lovely. clear salt-water swimming pool was
formed where many young chaps. including myself, learned to swim.
Many of us carved our initials on a high rock where we undressed.
and we all swam in the nude because only mother nature was there to
see us,
I wonder if that tall steep rock is still there. Somebody
erected a springboard and on Sunday mornings during the summer
months. crowds of young fellows from South Hurstville and Bellevue
(now Allawah) visited this first-in-the-district swimming-hole.
I
can still remember the names of some of the chaps - Wood, Nelson.
Lockyer, Deady. Brown. Kerr (Kerr's had a dairy in the gully below
George Street. next to West Street), Sherwood. Weir. Gardner. Gabbe.
Tinsley. Landers. Storey. Other names have escaped me.

Mr. Addis. after whom the Channel where we swam was named. had
fought in the Crimean War and when he came to this country he
established a market-garden in an area now bounded by King Georges
Road. Halstead. Truman and William Streets and Rickard Road.
These
gardens were abandoned before my time and only the grass-covered
formations could be seen.
The area was known as Addis' Flats. Mr.
Addis shipped his vegetables to the Sydney market. His boat would
come up Oatley Bay at high tide into the creek where we swam and what
is now known as Poulton Park stands.
I remember that each ~ear the Sperio-Sterio tribe of gypsies
would camp there for a period. telling fortunes and petty thieving.
in addition to village cricket and football matches. quite a number'
of bare-knuckle fights occurred on Sunday mornings on these unfenced
paddocks.
The best fight I saw there was between Fred Deady and
"Nugget" Serwood, the local blacksmith's son. About fifty chaps
watched the fight. which was properly times and refereed and I
believe lots of money changed hands. Fred Deady got the verdict.
During the Great Depression years two brothers named Cole. who
lived in Whitfield Parade, assisted by two Duggan brothers. one of
whom became Alderman Ernie Duggan. and then Mayor of Kogarah. built a
causeway across the creek where there is now a road, How important
that area now called Poulton Park has become in recent years - a
9
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Earlier in this article, I referred to a place called Bellevue
from where many young chaps walked about two or three miles to swim
at Addis' Channel. Bel1evue was that area south of the railway line
at Allawah, taking in Illawarra and Noble Streets, Woids Avenue,
Bellevue Parade. St. Georges Parade down to Blakesley Road or Blake's
Quarry.
The southern boundary was formed by a creek running between
St. Georges Parade and George Street.
Where Allawah Railway Station
now stands there was only a wooden signal-box bearing the name
"Bellevue". When Allawah Station was built, many local people wanted
it to be called Bellevue but they were over-ruled,

¥

This area was for many years known locally as "Struggletown"
because in the early days people who bought land there usually
erected one or two rooms as a start.
Many were migrants from the
United Kingdom who came out in large numbers in 1913, just before the
first World War.
In such group at that time were people like the
Hon. Mark Gosling, who was Chief Secretary in Jack Lang's Government
in th 1930-1932 years.
His son, Ron became Chairman of St. George
County Council and was Mayor of Rockdale on a number of occasions.
I
suppose the
most distinguished
person
to come
from
"Struggletown" was Sir Ian Pott~r, stockbroker, underwriter and a
director of many companies,
He:came out with his parents from the
U.K. in 1912 and went to Hurstvil'le School with me.
In the early 1920's Hurstville United Junior Rugby League Team
recruited many of its players from the Bellevue area and they were
urged on by the spectators by the cry of "Come on Struggos". Players
like Gabba Gardner, Perc. Gabbe and others got into the St. George
First Grade side,
Well, one could go on and talk about Connell's Point and Kyle Bay
area as well as Carss Park, Blakehurst and Tom Ugly's Point.
For
those were the good old days,
long before motor cars and pollution
came to annoy us!"
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