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MUSEUM
DATE.
March

3
10
17
24

31

Apr i 1

7

8
14

21
25
28

May

\

5
12
19
26

u

ROSTER.

ATIENDANTS.
Gertie Johns & Gwen Taylor
Laurie & Bernice Curtis
Nance Owens & Beryl Butters
Lil Gilmour & Grace Watson
Ed & Zena Hodgkinson
Cath Shaw & Leo Sullivan
Easter Monday (Volunteers please)
Gertie Johns & Gwen Taylor'
Lil Gilmour & Grace Watson
Anzac Day (Volunteers please)
Nance Owens & Beryl Butters
Laurie & Bernice Curtis
Gwen Coxhead & Thellie Tatum
Ed & Zena Hodgkinson
Betty Goodger & Jeanette Holebone

TO OPEN.
Gert ie ,Johns
Laurie CurtIs
Beryl Butters
Gertie Johns
Ed Hodgkinson
Cath Shaw
Gertie Johns
GertIe Johns
Beryl Bu t t e r s
Laurie Curtis
Gwen Coxhead
Ed Hodgk i n s . .)n
Gwen Coxhead

Please contact Gwen Lean (580 5940) if date shown
is not suitable.

PRESIDENT'S REFORT.

The Society continues to flourish (inspite of dwindling membership) due to
dedicated people wo give of their time and effort to make it so.
1WJ special days this past year have been Australia Day on 26th January and
Australia Remembers 13th August. Australia day is always popular and easily our
rrost profitable event of the year. We are tndabecedto the few loyal ~rkers who man
the miseun and catering areas on these occasions. We thank Zena and Ed Hodgkinson
for representing us on the Australia Day Committee and promoting our museum activities
Australia ReJrembers was very special to all concerned. The displays of
memories of the war years were a credit to the planners and presenters,a very fine
band of \oIOrkers. We oust not forget of course the people who so generously loaned
their memorabilia to make the displays possible. Thank you one and all.
Socialy we enjoyed outings to aprivate M.Jseun in Penshurst, shared the
Chinese New Year celebrations at Southgate and ended the year with dinner at Ramsgate
R.S.L.-thanks to Laurie for organisingáthese functions.
Beryl Butters is to be congratulated and thanked for the Newsletter she
puts together bi-monthly and our thanks to Kogarah Council for so generously printing
it for us.
.
In closing I personally thank Bernice Curtis for being a very efficent and
devout secretary, she makes my job as President so ouch easier, also thank you Laurie
for looking after our finances so carefully.
It ~uld be wonderful to see some new faces at our meetings in future,
especially some younger ones! Best wishes to you all for a happy healthy 1996.
Gertie Johns.

PROPERTY
CONVENOR'S
REPORT.
--------------------------Our
thanks
to Kogarah Council
for their
support
in the maintenance
programe
of Carrs
Cottage.
There
are
a few
minor
repairs
still
to be attended
to in the near
future,
and we are
looking
forward
to continued
Council
support
during
the coming
year.
Ken

Johns.

MONTHLY Mt:ETINGS.
March 14
April

26
1 1

23

May

9
28

2

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 7.45 p.m. Kogarah Civic Centre.
"History Reading". Have you paid your Membership??
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 7.45 p.m.Carss Cottage.
GENERAL MEETING -7.45 p.m. Kogarah Civic Centre.
Speaker Major Stan Moreton (History & Work of The
Salvation Army).
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING -7.45 p.m.Carss Cottage.
GENERAL MEETING - 7.45 p.m. Kogarah Civic Centre.
Video.
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 7.45 p.m. Carss Cottage.
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT I HAVE EXAMINED ALL THE
BOOKS BELONGING TO THE SOCIETY & FOUND THEM TO
BE.
KEPT IN EXCELLENT CONDITION.
ALL DEPOSITS & PAYMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE ON TIME
&
RECORDED APPROPRIATELY.
BANK BALANCES AS SHOWN ARE

12th FEB. 1996

TRUE & ACCURATE.

. : ~/cd -c:c:: ~
H A BEECHER.

HON. AUDITOR
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CARSS COTTAGE has almost complet.ed 25 years since its opening as
a Museum
in
1971.
It was
set up following
the Captain
Cook
Bicentenary
Celebrations and during
the term of office as Mayor of
Ken Cavanough our Life Patron.
Silver Jubilee celebrations
will be
held in August 1996.
However,
in August
1995,
"Austra I i a Remembers"
commemora t ions
almost
took over the cottage
with comprehensive
displays in every
room,
using
the models for uniforms
and appeals for memorabilia
resulting
in a wide variety
of
items being made
available
from
members
and the public. involving
R.S.L.Clubs. Senior
Citizens, ex
Service
Personnel including the Salvation
Army.
A special day was
held with the presence
of the Mayor, the Kogarah Band, Leyland Car
Club and an organist in the Cottage playing wartime melodies. It was
especially
important to recognise the importance of the contribution
to the war effort of "ordinary" poeople.
A big gap occurred as the wartime memor~bilia
was return~d.and
has been
filled by photo displays
of "Early Days
in Oatley"
and
"Kogarah
Township";
a bridal
setting with
loan o f 19th century
Wedding
Gown;
panels of needlework;
School work
display
of
exercise books
and writing materials; re-arrangement to form a family
scene in the parlour;
and quilt and ladies accessories in the corner
display
areas.
The General
Store area has had slight variation~:
Gwen
Coxhead prepared a past and
present display for the box room;
and at last Beryl has had her wish of a toy djsplay - popular with
all children.
Spoons (Tichborne replicas) and plates have also been
on show.
Kogarah Council presented a prize item of tea kettle which
it had restored.
Good publicity
has been received
in the "Leader"
Newspaper and
from Radio 2NBC FM.
However,
the Museum would not survive without
the interest
and good works of the dedicated
members who
provide
assistance
when required
with setting
up displays
and carriage
of
articles.
For the future
we are planning
displays
on Kogarah
Municipality Hotels and on local Newspapers.
"Carss Cottage"
has remained
popular.
It has an excellent
position on the headland by the waters of Kogarah Bay, whi.ch probably
cannot
be bettered.
The large Railway Clock, the first thing that
visitors see, always attracts attention and invites people in.
Kogarah
Counc i 1. we know.
is
proud of
"Carss Cot. tage" .
We
certainly need
their continued interest and support, and we hope they
are satisfied that the work' of the Kogarah Historical
Society meets
public requirements and expectations of a local Museum.
Joan Hatton
(Display Convenor)
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A N Z A C

DAY.

I saw a boy marching with medals on his chest.
He marched alongside the Diggers marching six abreast.
He knew it was Anzac Day and he marched along with pride
And did his best to keep up with the others by his side.
When the march was over the boy was very tired.
A Digger said "Whose medals, son?" to which the boy replied
"They belong to my dad but he didn't corne back;
He died in New Guinea on a rough jungle track.
The boy looked rather sad, then a tear drop filled his eye
And the Digger said "Don't cry, my son, I'll tell you why."
"Your Father marched with us today, each step of the way;
We Diggers know that he was here and is on every Anzac Day."
The boy looked rather puzzled and didn't understand
But the Digger went on talking and began to wave his hand.
"For this great land we live in, there's a price we have to pay
We all love freedom in this country where we live The price was that some soldier his precious life must give
For you to go to school. my lad, and worship God at will And someone had to pay the price, so your Father paid the bill"
The boy looked at the Digger, just for a little while
And with a changed expression, he gave a sudden smile "I know my Dad marched here today, on this our Anzac Day.
I know he did - I know he did - with all of us along the way".
Anon.
(From Kogarah R.S.L.Club Magazine).
How many
readers
of
our
journal know
that John Howard
is
regularly to be seen at Kogarah R.S.L. Club? He is very active there
too, and well known to members and their guests.
Yes,
it's true!
But this
John Howard
has no political
aspirations
that we know
of nor is he
likely to be related
to that
more
familiar figure - he is the Secretary/Manager of Kogarah R.S.L.
Club.

have cause
to
It is
not only on LEGACY DAY that Australians
Many servicemen's
widows
and
remember
what
the name implies
of this
families
have good reason
to be thankful for the existence
caring organisation.
.
Legacy helps to fill the void when the father of a
family who
served
his
country in
its time of need paid the ultimate
price.
Widows
without children are equally grateful.
Legacy
gives support.
to the widows
and children
of men who fell in war.
This support
comes
in the form
of advice,
comfort ,physical
and
financial
assistance.
especially
valuable
when,
through
circumstances
or
advancing years.
ther~ is stress from failing health and strength and
inability
to cope. Legacy finds accommodation for widows who can no
longer manage on their own.
Other
non-profit organisations may also
work in conjunction with Legacy in carrying out this charitable work.
Last year representatives
from seventy
R.S.L.
Clubs and
subbranches were recognised for donating $209,000 to Legacy.
In Sydney alone there are 20,000 widows from World Wars 1 and 11
who come under Legacy's umbrella .
.. . + ....

+ ....

+ ....

+ ....

+ ....

AUSTRALI~AY
dawned hot
and fine. While
visitors to
the park
enjoyed
the
summery
conditions
the Society's
volunteer
helpers
arrived
early to swelter in the kitchen preparing
refreshments for
afternoon patrons.
Gertie and Ken Johns, Glad
Baldwin and Laurie Curtis
were kept
busy,
later assisted by Beryl Butters and Cath Shaw. Yeoman service
was given right through
the day,
including Bernice Curtis
and Gwen
Coxhead
who dealt with admissions
and May Grieve
who came
along
despite not feeling very well.
Some were
really very very weary
when they left for
the fireworks - the usual exciting display.

home after

When Arthur Ellis
and Betty Goodger were unable
to come to tell
children
stories as had been
advertised we were glad to call upon
Beryl Butters' cousin who kindly stepped into the breach.
From opening to close there was a steady flow of visitors through
the museum as well as
customers for afternoon
tea, resulting
in a
much-needed
profit, since takings
during the hot summer
months have
not been so good.
A pottery display on the lawn drew some custom for the potter who
was appreciative
of the opportunity to show his wares and donated $20
to the Society.
Joan Hatton
had set up an appropriate Australia Day display in
the Kogarah room and most
visitors seemed to enjoy
looking over the
variety 'of exhibits in the museum.
It is good to know that we are well represented
Day Committee by Ed and Zena Hodgkinson.

on the Australia

Several
members
attended the Sunday
afternoon
Australia
Church
Service
at the Chinese Grace
Church in Kogarah, which
followed by afternoon tea in the church hall.
Heartfelt thanks
go to all who contributed
26th January,
with
special
thanks
to Nance
publicity over Narwee fM Radio Station.

Day
was

in diverse ways on
Owens who gave us

THE NEXT BIG EVENT ON OUR 1996 CALENDAR WILL BE IN AUGUST
WHEN THE MUSEUM CELEBRATES ITS 25TH BIRTHDAY.

Kogarah Council has promised to erect a long-needed bus shelter
in Carss Park outside the Carss Park Bowling Club.
At present there
is nowhere to shelter from the elements after leaving the park and
reaching Princes Highway, except at the shops around the main
entrance.
Council is also looking at parking problems around Carss Cottage,
some caused by Wedding photographers.
6

MILL

FXRE

SPARKS

PUSH

TO

PROTECT

HISTORY

Cabinet will be asked to consider a range of proposals
protection
for the State's
heritage after fire destroyed
Sugar Mill (Sydney Mornig Herald February 14. 1996).

to bolster
Canterbury

"When in 1839 in England. a certain
Francis Kemble enlisted the
assistance
of W. Knox Child,
in a venture to start
a Sugar Works in
Australia,
they started a
chain of
events
which have had a
long
lasting effect on the history of Canterbury.
operators were
As a result of their persuasion.
many skilled
with theSugar
engaged
and these men signed
an agreement
to remain
Company for one year after their arrival in Australia.
One of
these men was William
overseer of the sugar boilers.

Slocombe. who

was engaged

as the

There are on file in the Mitchel Library. two letters'written by
John
and Mary
Fry of
Chipstable
England, to William
and Betsy
Slocombe at Bristol.
These letters written on the 12th and 19th May,
1841. very
strongly
attempted
to dissuade
them
from coming
to
Australia.
The letters read in part
" .... if that you will not be persuaded
and will go,
then 1 hope the almightly God will go with you
and
prosper
you. but
1 hope you know better than to go and take four
young
children into a
foreign land to starve".
They go on to say
", .. 1 have seen many bad accounts of Australia.
A
few months ago 1
read the copy of a letter from a young man to his brother and sister
which
gives a shocking account.
Wearing apparel is exceeding dear.
the climate is very hot
that if
any person
shall fall
asleep the
'flys' and insects will blow in a persons nostrils and ears".

_

They also made reference to " .... whirlwinds which will
take up
the sand (which the soil consists of) and by and by down
comes the
sand
storm again
like a snow
storm is here with us.
and continued
danger there is by the 'verments' and the wild animals".
William,
however.
decided
that notwithstanding
these
dire
predictions. he would make the journey. What his wife and four young
children thought of the venture, is not recorded.
The Principals
left England on the barque "Ann Gales"
on March
11.
1840 and reached Sydney
on July 12, of the same year.
Later in
the year the Company
purch~sed 60 acres of land at
Canterbury from
Robert
Campbell
for the sum of
$1.200
and
in
1841 the
large
substantial
sugar
house was
erected on the banks of Cooks
River.
Canterbury
was chosen for the venture because there was
an adequate
supply
of water and an abundance of timber which was to be used for
the furnaces.
The remainder
of the land was laid out as a township
and many
years
later in an edition
of
"The Echo" of October
2. 1890
it
mentions
that a plan showing
the 95 allotments to be sold "is still
in
the possession
of Mr.
James Slocombe
(William's son).
It set
forth that "the land adjoins
that on which the Australian Sugar Co.
Works are erected to be sold by Auction by Mr.
Lyons on Friday, July
20, 1841.
It also records
that Mr. William Slocombe
overseer of the sugar
boilers
and Mr. John
Bennett, Manager
of the refinery built
more
1

substantial
residences.
and says
of Mr.
William Slocombe's
house.
" ... this house was said to be too large and Mr. Slocombe was laughed
at for building it.
He had a
large family. however. and the house
soon proved
to be small enough.
It is still standing and it is said
to be the oldest two-storied building in the an~ient vill~ge".
In a further
newspaper article. written for the Evening News by
Mary Salmon,
it was
noted that ro ¥¥¥ a fine stone house was put up for
Mr.
John Bennett, Manager of the refinery,
another for Mr. Slocombe.
overseer
of the 'boiling". The article also mentioned that slab and
bark huts
were
to be seen scattered
round with
a
few smart
weatherboard cottages for the superior workmen.
However, despite these
as expected
and after a
directors,
culminated in a
the Colonial Sugar Company
at
Canterbury were
closed
Street West.

grand beginnings, things did not work out
series
of misunderstandings between
the
libel action in MarCh', 1843.
Eventually
was
formed in 1854 and in 1855 the works
and transferred to' a property
in George

The closing
of
the Sugar
Company was a great
tragecty to the
people of Canterbury.
It was reported in "The Echo"
in 1890 some 35
years later, that "The closing of the sugar mill was a great blow to
the 'ancient village'; from Which, in fact. it has not yet recovered.
The removal
of the men employed
made
a serious
reduction in
the
population
and caused
two of
the hotels
to close up almost
immediately".
William Slocombe.
however. remained in Canterbury and far from
being
crushed by the disaster,
apparently became very much
a public
figure.
His name appears
regularly on the lists of those active in
civic affairs.
(Canterbury & District Historical
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We are pleased to report
his heart operation and
for his trip to hospital
Reserve Bank and obtain
for me.
Thanks, Ken!
Beverly Earnshaw
phoned
Beverly.

Ken Grieve has successfully come through
is recovering slowly. While preparing
he had the initiative to phone the
the words of the Decimal Currency Jingle
me with the words also. - Thank you,

For your interest, we received
Bank --

the following from the Reserve

'DOLLAR BILL' DECIMAL
sung to the tune of clic1?RRENCY
JINGLE
go the Shears
In come the dollars and in come the cents
to replace the pounds the shillings and the pence
be prepared folks when the coins begin to mix
on the 14th of February 1966
Clink go the cents folks
clink, clink, clink, changeover day is closer than you think
learn the value of the coins and the way that they appear
and things will be much smoother when the decimal point appears
In come the dollars and in come the cents
to replace the pounds the shillings and the pence
be prepared folks when the coins begin to mix
on the 14th of February 1966

I'M

TIRED.

YES I'M TIRED.
Por Several 'years now I've been blaming it on middle age, droop, poor blood, lack of vitamins, air pollution,
saccharin, obesity, dieting, under-arm odour, yellow wax build
up, and other maladies that make you wonder if life is really
worth living.
BUT NOW I FIND OUT THAT I'M TIRED BECAUSE I'M OVERWORKED.
The population of this country is 17 million but 6 million are
retired.
That leaves II million to do the work.
Then there are 4 million at school, that leaves 7 million to
do the work. Of this total 1 million are unemployed and 3 million
are employed by the government, that leaves 3 million to do the
work.
Take from that total the 2 million employed by councils and local
authorities and that leaves 1 million to do the work.
Now there are 620,000 in hospitals and 379,998 in prisons.
That leaves JUST TWO PEOPLE to do the work.
YOU AND ME.
And you're sitting on your back-side reading this.
NO WONDER I'M TIRED!!
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