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MONTHLY MEETINGS. 
All General Meetings are now held in the Kogarah School 
of Arts, Bowns Road,~Kogarah. They are still held on the 
second Thursday of each month at 2 p.m. Committee Meetings are 
held at 1 p.m. prior to General Meeting). 

MARCH 13th - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - Election of Office 
Bearers. Annual Fees due. 

APRIL 10th - Speaker - Mr. Jack Sparkes - Video - "Steam Train 
Animal Safari in South Africa", 

MAY 8th - Speaker - Miss M. Fleming - "Wartime Memories". 

HERITAGE WEEK - 20th - 27th April, 1997. 
II CUL11JRE DOWN UNDER" 

From 1 p.m. on Sunday, 27th. Betty Goodger and Janette Holebone 
will be conducting guided tours of Carss P~k and Carss Cottage. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 

Another year draws to a close as far as our Society is concerned, 
with our Annual Meeting being held on 13th March. I hope as many members 
as possible will be present and beingá a day time meeting I look forward 
to seeing not only our regular members but those who have said "we don't 
go out at night" as well! Please try and make the effort because we do 
need you. 

We have had a couple of new members and welcome them warmly, but we 
need as many willing workers as we can get for Carss Cottage and the Society 
in general to function as we would like. ' 

Last March we suffered a great loss in the sudden passing of our dear 
friend and energetic member Gwen Coxhead. Gwen neverspared herself in any 
way and her enthusiasm got others moving as well and this is a hard task 
to come to terms with. those who are carrying on are doing a sterling job 
and I thank you all very much for your assistance and support during the 
past year. 

The highlight of the year I feel was our 25th Anniversary on 28th 
August when a goodly number of of past and present members came along to 
wish the Society a "Happy Birthday". It was a happy occasion with V.LP's 
from National Trust, Federal and State Parliament and Councilors from 
Kogarah Council plus the Kogarah band who entertained us with lovely music. 

We appreciate very much the support we are given by Kogarah Council 
and look forward to this continuin£' into the future. It is very important 
that local history be recorded and, opt for future generations to know 
just what this district was like in ~ast years. 

lespecially thank our Secretary and Treasurer for the huge contribution 
they have made to the successful management of the Society; to our Editor 
for interesting and informative Newsletters;our Social Secretary for lovely 
tours; and all others connected with display ,ree6~ij¤,roster duty etc. 
at the Museum. Thank you one and all. 
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DATE. 

March 2 
9 

16 
23 
30 
31 

April 6 
13 
20 
27 

May 4 
11 
18 

Gertie johns. 

MUSEUM ROSJp. 

A TIENDANTS . TO OPEN. 

Betty Goodger & Janette Holebone. B. Goodger 
Gert Johns & Margaret McArthur G.Johns 
Cath Shaw & Leo Sullivan C. Shaw 
Mary Armstrong & Maree Wheatly B.Butters 
Easter Sunday (Volunteers please)~~~ 
Easter Monday (Volunteers please)~~~ 
Betty Goodger & Janette Holebone B.Goodger 
The11ie Tatum & Glad Baldwin B.Butters 
Nance Owens & Ann Murray B.Butters 
Bernice & Laurie Curtis L. Curtis 
Gert Johns & Margaret McArthur G. Johns 
Cath Shaw & Leo Sullivan C. Shaw 
Mary Armstrong & Maree Wheatly 

Please advise Beryl Butters (9580-6954) 
if date shown is not suitable. 

--------------------------------- 



KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INCORPORATED. 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME & EXPENDITURE 1.2.96 - 31. 1.97. 

INCOME. 

Subscriptions. 
Museum admissions. 
Social & catering. 
Raffle. 
Spoons etc. 
Towels etc. 
Books etc. 
Donations. 
Bank interest. 
*Sundries. 

$417.00. 
891. 30 
622.85 
86.20 
16.00 
9 .. 00 

66.40 
303.25 
439.57 

1710.71 

*Transfer from Social A/c. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Postage. 
Telstra. 
Energy Aust. 
Social. & catering. 
Kogarah Council. 
Printing & stationary. 
Spoons. , 
Museum Improvement. 
Insurance. ' r. 

Affiliation,.. 'fees. 
Bank charges. 

$309.85 
360.75 
91.00 

868.95 
32.20 

214.20 

897.80 
968.58 
100.00 
60.91 

$4562.28 $3904.24 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31/1/97. 

Commonwealth Bank - South Hurstville 

St. George Step up account. 
*includes Estate A.G. Coxhead. 

*Transferring$60000.00 to Fixed Term deposit in March 1997. 

*Transferring balance to CBof Aust. working A/c. March 1997. 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT AFTER EXAMINING ALL BOOKS BELONGING 
TO THE SOCIETY, I FIND THAT THE CREDITS SHOWN ON THE BANK 
STATEMENTS AT 31st JANUARY 1997 ARE TRUE & CORRECT . 

. 
I ALSO FOUND THE BOOKS TO HAVING BEEN KEPT IN AN EXCELLENT 
CONDITION, ALL DEPOSITS & PAYMENTS AS DUE. 

$2666.61 

$70545.67 

MAY I ALSO REOMMEND THAT ONLY ONE BANK AtC BE KEPT 

... :~JcJ:-4. ~.~ ... HON. AUDITOR 
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MUSEUM REPORT - 1996/1997 

The main event of 1996 was the celebration of the 25th anni versary of the 
opening of Carss Cottage as a museum on 28 August 1971. For the special day, 
we collected photos and information about that occasion for a display. Some 
of the people in the photos were present to remember what happened on that 
day and the events leading up to it. 

The special exhibition has been about "Hotels in Kogarah". There are boards 
with old photos of the hotels and by contrast today's photos where the buildings 
still exist. Kogarah t s hotels have played an interesting part in history and 
the phases of development of Kogarah. (see KHS Newsletters of September/October 
and November/December 1996). The collection of photos and information was 
helped by the assistance of Colleen McEwen with the introduction to the Archives 
of the ANU in Canberra. Cath Shaw provided photos of the present buildings. 
It was amazing how many supporting artefacts were accumulated from different 
sources for the display - bottles, glasses, coasters, miniatures, etc. 

The loss of Gwen Coxhead must be mentioned in this report. Her contribution 
to the museum was immeasurable - she not only had the ideas, she prepared the 
items for display from all sorts of materials, and then she set up the displays 
- maybe with a flourish. but at least they were done swiftly. Her advice and 
guidance were keen; she may never be replaced. 

SOCIAL REPORT. 

Many thanks to all who have supported our Social activities 
during the year. We have had some very nice day trips -- 
the mini bus is always fully booked and we are making contact 
with other Historical Societies and visiting some of their 
very interesting Museums. 

Following are trips planned for coming months:- 

Monday - 24th March - Balmain 
Tuesday - 22md April - Manly and Spit area. 
Wednesday - 21st May - Randwick. 
Thursday - 19th June - Abbotsford - Drummoyne area. 

Friday - 18th July 
Monday - 18th August 
Tuesday - 16th September 
Wednesday - 15th October 
Tuesday - 11th November 
Friday - 5th December. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Venues to 'be announced. 

Full details at March Meeting. Price between $13-$15 p.p. 
Lunch at own expense. Guided Tours. 
All trips depart Old Post Office - Kogarah at 9.00 a.m. return 
4.00 p.m. 

Mary Armstrong. 
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AUSTRALIA CELEBRATES THE BIRTH OF SIR CHARLES 
KINGSFORD SMITH 100 YEARS AGO. 

Memories of Smithy as told by the late Mrs. Rose Sullivan 
formerly Mrs. Tommy Pethybridge. 

"Smithy", as Kingsford-Smith was affectionately known. was a man 
who combined love of adventure with raw courage and a wonderful zest 
for living. 

He lived and he died for flying, at the age of 38 years. 

His career spanned 20 years of flying. In that time he had 
fought in the 1914/18 war. been a stunt man in films, established 
records for flight in long and short distances, made new records and 
gave his life literally to flying. 

Smithy was born in Brisbane. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Smith. 
There were 7 children .. 5 boys and 2 girls. All of the children 
were given their Mother's Christian name of "Kingsford". plus a first .... , 
Christian name. He was Charles. 

Only when they moved to Canada and lived in a street with several 
Smiths nearby. did the family use the name Kingsford-Smith to 
differentiate. 

The family returned to Australia in 1909 and lived at McMahon's 
Point N.S.W. Smithy attended Sydney Technical College and studied 
electrical engineering. He later became an apprentice at Colonial 
Sugar Co. at a wage of one pound a week. 

Smithy was 18 years of age when World War 1 broke out. Despite 
parental objections, he enlisted and so began his first steps towards 
flight.. He served as a motor-bike outrider and his daring and 
bravery didn't go unnoticed. 

When the Royal Air Force was seeking young men for training as 
pilots. he was chosen, much to his delight. He was shot down twice 
and had three toes amputated. He was awarded the Military Cross. 

Smithy loved flying from the very start. He wrote to his parents 
to tell them so. "I have already been up several times and it is a 
fantastic experience. I have discovered one thing about flying and 
that it is my future. for whatever it is worth is my future, for 
whatever it is worth is bound up in it, "Flying" is thri 11 ing. And 
so he began his dream to ma~e new paths across the skies, always 
seeking asnd making new records and also establishing many firsts. 
HIe was awarded several honours and distinctions later in addition to 
his knighthood.,. now "Sir Charles" Kingsford-Smith. 

In 1931,the Post Office produced a series of Kingsford-Smith 
stamps. He was made an honorary Commodore of theRoyal Australian Air 
Force. When decimal currency came about. his portrait was placed on 
the $20 Bill and another series of stamps to commemorate 50 years of 
flying also contained his portrait with Ulm and two other fliers. 

In the "Sydney Morning Herald", P.G.Taylor wrote .. "Some day, 
perhaps one hundred years from now, the true significance of the 
"Southern Cross" will be realised. When children read of her in 
their history books. it will be perhaps as the most famous aircraft 
of the age of air exploration". 
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In 1930. Smithy married Mary Powell whom he had met aboard ship 
on his return from England, Her parents had a large hotel in 
Melbourne and were very wealthy. Smithy had to battle to make her 
take any notice of him. However. they married in 1930 and had one 
son Charles. who was bortn in 1933, 

Three years after Smithy's death. Lady Kingsford-Smith married 
Allen Tully. In 1940 they took Charles Jnr to the U.S.A. to live. 
At the age of 43, he covered his father's flight to Australia from 
the U.S.A, in a small plane, 

I came to know Smithy in January, 1928. I married Tommy 
Pethybridge who had joined the R.A.A.F. in 1927 and we first lived at 
Werribee in Victoria and then transferred to Richmond Air Base in 
N.S.W. We lived at "Toxana" in Richmond. Smithy's old "bus", 
"Southern Cross" had arrived in Rjchmond after the famous crossing 
from the U.S.A. after many near disasters with electrical storms and 
almost running out of petrol through winds and rain. The crew 
comprised Smithy. Ulm. Warner and Lyons. and an engineer "Doc 

,-)Maidment" who came by sea to service the Wright Whirlwind e nq i ne s r n . 
the "Old Bus". 

Tommy who loved engines and flying. used to help Doc to clean 
engines and generally make a nuisance of himself. Smithy noticed 
this and when Doc Maidmnet had to return to the U.S.A .. Smithy paid 
the then huge amount of eighteen pounds to buy Tommy out of the 
airforce. And so we began our part of thjs exciting time. 

My first flight in the "Southern Cross" was to Mascot to take Mrs 
VIm and the girls of Atlantic Ojl Co. for a joy flight. There were. 
as yet. no fittings in the cabin and I sat on a box. and as we came 
along. people ran out and waived towels and things to us. It was so 
exciting. I dropped my purse and bent to pick it up and then 
c ou I dn' t si t back. I was he l d down by centri fuga I force. It was 
uncanny. We we:r-e met by the crowds and mobbed. as always. Every 
trip was the same. Crowds of onlookers. 

- Later. nine cane chairs were put in the cabin 
passengers and blue and silver was the colour scheme. 
were heavy blue cord. I was given an original cushion 
tear and Smithy gave it to me as a souvenir. 

for paying 
The cushions 
which had a 

The planes were very crude in make. ]I. frame of slots of wood 
covered with fine linen and then painted with "dope" to make it stiff 
and firm. The cockpit was open at the sides and all the rain orábad 
weather could come in. It was purchased from Sir Hubert Wilkins. the 
noted Arctic explorer. It~ windows were micro and when later the 
airline A.N.A. was established to fly to Tasmania . we often lost 
them through the valleys. mountains with lakes on top. fog was bad 
too. and as we flew over the different parts the plane would buck 
about. and as we didn't have seat belts in those days. you could find 
yourself up in the air or down on the floor. Micro windows would 
fallout and the wind would pour in. 

I fed the passengers on apples or dry saos to 
sickness. We wore leather flying helmets and coats. 
in the back tail seat. It was supposed to be the safest. 

combat air 
I always sat 

You could only fly one hop a day. Brisbane to Sydney to 
Melbourne and next day Melbourne to Sydney or Tasmania. This cost 
about fifty pounds and took from 2-1/2 to 4 hours depending on the 
tailwinds. The instruments were very crude and maps almost non 
existent. You had to follow railway lines or look for landmarks to 



guide you. If the weather or winds were bad, 
course very badly, but Smithy seemed to have a 
what to do, and somehow we always seemed 
destination. 

you could be blown off 
sixth sense and knew 
to arrive at our 

The planes were the Southern Cross, Star, Cloud and Moon, and 
Then the Depression caused the A.N.A. to fold, The "Southern Cloud" 
remains were found 20 years later in 1951 by a workman in the Snowy 
Mountains Scheme. Eight eople lost their lives. Shorridge was the 
pilot with Dunnell the co-pilot. ("All Quiet on the Western Front" 
was being shown in theatres at the time.) The pilots who flew the 
A.N.A. craft were Jerry Shortland, Pat Lynch Bloss, Jimmy Mollison, 
Jimmy Melrose and Smithy with Tom Pethybridge as co-pilot and 
mechanic. 

Tney started a flying school at Mascot and Nancey Bird was one of 
Toms pupils. He started her off on spark plug cleaning and she 
later flew and serviced Flying Doctors Machines. Nurses and 
ambulances took part in the Powder Puff Derby for women. Money was 
scarce and they were forced to close down and go barn storming to get 
financial again. They did all the spade work to get the England t'_ 
Australia run but tenders were called and the government gave it to 
QANTAS. 

They flew the first airmail to New Zealand in awful weather and 
while there. Ulm decided he had to apply for a flying licence. 
Although he had flown more miles than anyone except Smithy. he did 
not have a flying licence. The New Zealand crowd went wild whenever 
they appeared and the government gave them a two thousand pound,! 
grant. On the return to Australia, the weather was so bad they took.! ) 
23-1/2 hours home and had fuel only for 10 minutes flying time left.) J 
The Air Force had installed an expensive searchlight system for them 
to land but an electricity failure at Richmond blacked out the 
airodrome and panic stations set in. However, there were 500 cars 
with sightseers around the fringe of the drome and they were asked to 
put on their headlights to help them land safely and bring the heroes 
in. which they did. 

In 1934, Ulm was lost when he set out in the "Stella Australi~~ 
from California to Australia via Honolulu with a crew of two. Aft~ 
losing his way through bad winds, he was way off course and forced to 
ditch in mid-ocean when he ran out of fuel. They were never found. 

In 1935, during tthe England to Australia race, Smithy and Tommy 
Pethybridge in the "Lady Southern Cross" disappeared near the Island 
of Aye near Burma on their attempt at the England - Australia record. 
Smithy was 38 years old, 'Tommy 23. Jim Melrose reported that he had 
last seen them during a storm, A wheel and part of the undercarriage 
was found years later and believed to be part of the "Lady Southern 
Cross" but it still has to be proved. :.;.~. t 

"Smithy" once wrote in an autograph book, 

"An aviator's life may be full of ups and downs but the only hard 
thing about flying is the ground." 

Rose SuI I ivan 
(Mrs Tommy Pethybridge) 
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