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MONT.~LY MEETINGS.
All General Meetings are now held in the Kogarah School of
Arts, Bowns Road. Kogarah. They are held on the second
Thursday of each month at 2 p.m.
Committee Meetings are
held at 1 p.m. prior to General M~etings.
MAY
JUNE

8th
12th

Date.
May
4
11
18

25
June

1

8

\

15
22
29
July 6

- Speaker - Miss M. Fleming _ "Wartime Memories".
- Speaker - Mrs. Bev McClymont - "Brush Farm"
Mrs.McClymont is a member of the Brush Farm Society.
MUSEUM ROSTER.
Attendants.
To 02en.
Cath Shaw & Ann Murray
Cath Shaw
Joan Hatton & Arthur Ellis
Joan Hatton
Mary Armstrong & Maree Wheatley Laurie Curtis
Gert Johns & Grace Watson
Gert Johns
Betty Goodger & Jeanette Hollebone B.Goodger
Thellie Tatum & Glad Baldwin
Beryl Butters
Bernice & Laurie Curtis
Laurie Curtis
Ann Murray & Rae Reed
Beryl Butters
Mary Armstrong & Maree Wheatley Gert Johns
Betty Goodger & Jeanette Hollebone B. Goodger
(Please advise Beryl Butters (9580-6954) if
date shown is not suitable)_

\
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ANZAC DAY THOUGHT.
May God bless Australia, and all who strive to
preserve our Flag and our freedom, remembering
that it was bought at a terrible price -- with
the blood of our young men and women.
Lest We Forget.

THOUGHTS FOR MOTHER'S DAY.
The trouble with cleaning the house is it gets dirty the
next day anyway,so skip a week if you have to,the children
are the most important thing.
Kids grow up so quickly. Smudges on the glass door get
higher and higher until one day you look and they have
all gone. All that remain are the memories.
It's too bad God didn't give us our neighbour's children
since these are the only ones we know how to raise.
Before I got married I had six theories about bringing up
children; now I have six children and no theories.
The most common characteristic in children is that they are
all unique. The things that make them different are the
very things that make them special.
There is no greater thrill than the birth of your first child
until the birth of your first grandchild.

One must really feel sorry for the housewives of yesteryear who
had to labour so hard to get through the family chores.
Take the task of laundering, for example, which today is so
simple as the modern housewife switches on her automatic washing
machine and dryer the whole cycle from soaking to drying is done
without any further supervision. Today an hour or two is the
most time used, but early this century it could take a whole
day or more, depending on the size of the family and the weather.
Clothes were soaked, probably overnlght, then the marked spots
were scrubbed on a washing board (first of wood, later of
galvanised iron on a wood frame). While this was being done
the fuel copper or boiling-plot was heating the water. Perhaps
the housewife had to gather the firewood and she would doubtless
stoke the fire (and cope with the smoke!) unless she had children
or another member of the family to help her. She may even have
had to make her own soap! Soap flakes were not known, nor soap
powder, so the coarse soaphad to be flaked by shaving tiny pieces
from it with a knife.
With the soapy water at the boil the clothes would be put in and
poked about with a wooden stick. also used for lifting the wet
things out for wringing. Only the lucky ones had mangles; the
average woman had to wring the clothes by hand and handling the
heavy sodden articles was not easy.
The clothes-line was probably a piece of wire or rope strung
between two trees and supported by a forked sappling. In a high
wind this would shift and needed constant attention.
There was no trolley to simplify handling - just a wicker basket
or a box which the poor unfortunate laundress had to lug between
house and line. (Aren't we the lucky ones?)
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TAFE Farewells

a Pioneer.

This article is copied from the September, 1996 issue of
"Institute Issues" published by Sydney Institute of Technology.
TAFE's first ever appointed State Supervisor of Secretarial
Studies, Gwen Coxhead, who passed away earlier this year. will be
well remembered for her pioneering work in bringing vocational
and further education to remote areas of N.S.W.
Gwen dedicated 36 years of her life to teaching
TAFE Secretarial Studies.
She began her career
teacher in 1939 and then went on to the role of
in 1954 as the numbers enrolling in Secretarial
to grow.

and administering
with TAFE as ~
State Supervisor
studies continued

Gwen's role as State Supervisor was to travel allover the State
- by train- to provide support for courses and teachers, coordinate staff, and arrange transfers and promotions.
As one of Gwen's former colleagues pOinted out, "in those days,
train travel times between towns were great and journeys often
incurred long delays.
Yet Gwen never complained - she gave so
much of herself to her job because she simply loved her work".
TAFE colleges were
it was not unusual
run in the back of
Singleton), in the

fewer and far between in the early days. and
for Gwen to visit a class that was being
a shop. or in someone's house, or (in the case
supper-room of the Showground.

*****************************
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES.
The Monthly trips are being enjoyed by many.
Following
are ones still to come.
Wednesday May 21 - Randwick.
Thursday June 19 - Abbotsford - Drummoyne area.
Friday July 18 - Garden Island.
Monday August 18 - Marrickville - Cooks River.
Tuesday September 16 - Dural.
Wednesday October 15 - Darling Point - Double Bay.
Thursday November 11 - Port Hacking Region.

December Cruise??
All trips depart Old Post Office - Kogarah - at 9.00 a.m.
and return about 4.00 p.m.
The cost is $15.00 p.p. Lunch at own expense.
Mary Armstrong .

.

We send our Best Wishes to all of our Members in Nursing
Homes and Retirement Villages.
We like to hear reports
on how these friends are going. To any other Members who
are not well we send our Best Wishes too. Sorry to hear
Lil Gilmour has to have another operation - All the best,
Lil. Doris Beaven has found it necessary to resign
as a Member after all these years because of her health
problems. Zena Hodgkinson has resigned also because of
other committments. We regret losing any of our members;
we have appreciated their contribution to the Society and

wish them well.
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JUST A HANDKERCHIEF
BY B. GOODGER
W h a t a storyunfolded from a dainty white handkerchief in Kogarah Historial
Sociecy's collection at Carss Cottage.
The handkerchief has a letter written on it. Printing, though a skilled trade,
was cheap, especially in the days of the Great Depression.
Reproduced as a handwriten letter, under the crest of Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, surrounded by its
motto, To help the poor, is this message :
"This handkerchief is a gift to you, a "Prayer hankie" from
the Royal' Prince Alfred Hospital.
I have to raise £ 1 0,000 by Xmas and I herewith express to you
the pleasure it will give me to send a receipt for a donation,
small or large, to the urgent Fund.
Thanking you in anticipation,
Floria Walker
Org. Sec. R.P.A. Hospital
Burdekin Housev
The date was 1929 - during the Depression
A. Walker, was working hard to gather funds.
Macquarie

years and F lor ia, Mrs Char les

The address she gave, Burdekin House, was a mansion that stood in
Street, opposite Parliament House.

Burdekin House was built in 1941 by Thomas Burdekin, a rich iron monger and
landlord. By the 1890's it was a centre for Sydney's Society and a celebrated
political salon. The last member of the family to live there was Alexander Haig.
Then it was bought by T .E.Rofe. He expected to refurbish it and sell it as
a grand City home. But the Depression years defeated that plan.
Rather than have the house empty, he let it to the RPA Hospital for a
peppercorn rental. Mrs Walker was their Organising Secretary and she set up a
tea-house to raise money. She also organised an exhibition in Burdekin House
that ran from 8 October to 21 December 1929. People lent their precious antique
furniture and objets d'art and the house was filled with lovely treasures. Sightseers
paid an entrance fee, bought an illustrated catalogue and could roam the house to
admire its contents.
Floria Walker's campaign must have succeeded for RPA is still serving the
sick, but Burdekin House did not survive. It was demolished in 1933.
All that remains is a plaque set in the footpath outside St Stephen's Church
in Macquarie Street. To see the design of the gracious mansion, you will need
to search libraries for old photographs, or the beautiful drawings of W. Hardy Wilson.

*************************y

RAILWAY

STATIONS

IN THE KOGARAH

MUNICIPALITY

Kogarah's western boundary is formed by the Illawarra railway line. There
are seven stations, Kogarah, Carlton, Al1awah, Hurstvil1e,
Penshurst, Mortdale
and Oatley.
In a book donated to Kogarah Historical Society from Gwen Coxhead's
estate, the background of the names of these stations is given.

ALLAWAH

is 13.691 kilometres from Sydney, 52.7 metres above sea level.
opened 25.10.1925.
It is an aboriginal word, meaning Rest or
Stay here or Sit down.
The Post Office opened 8.5.1933.

CARLTON

Is 12.741 km from Sydney, 36.5 m high, opened 1889.
The station is located on part of Captain John Townsend's 9' I ha
grant of 1810, which was later sold to Simeon Lord. Carlton was
namws after a suburb of Nottingham, England, and is probably
a Scandanavianization of the Old English word Ceorlatun which
means The village of the free men or peasants.
The School opened in June '918.
The Post Office opened 26.5.1890.

-

HURSTVILLE

KOGARAH

is 14.837 km from Sydney, 65.8 m high and opened 15.10.' 884.
The area was within the 790 ha grant of Captain John Townsend
of 1808, later sold to Simeon Lord and then to Michael Gannon.
With this sale the area became known as Gannon's Forest.
In 1875, the residents applied for a public school and suggested
the name Forestdale, but this name was rejected and the
School Inspector, Mr McIntyre recommended Hurstville, which
adopted. There is a suburb of Manchester named Hurst which
means Wooded Hill.
The school opened in October 1876.
The Post Office opened as Gannon's Forest 1.10.1864, changed
to Hurstville 1.3.1881, to Forest Road 23.12.1889 and closed
31.5.1895. The second Post Office opened as Hurstville Railway
Station 17.9.1889 to Hurstville 1.12.1889.

is 11.607 km from Sydney, 20.7 m high and opened 15.10.' 884.
It is an aboriginal word meaning Place of rushes.
The school opened in July 1870.
The Post Office opened 1.8.1863.

MORTDALE is 17.069 km from Sydney, 44.1 m high and opened first 20.3.1897
and on a new site 14.9.1922.
It is named after Thomas Sutcliffe Mort, an early landowner
in the district and a shareholder of the Sydney Railway Company.
The school opened in January 1889.
The Post office opened 15.11.1889.

-
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OATLEY

is 18.281 km from Sydney, 37.7 m high, opened as Oatley 1886,
Oatley's Platform 1889 and Oatley 1890.
It was named after James Oatley who had a 121.5 ha grant, through
which the railway passed. Oatley arrived in Sydney in 1815 as a
convict and later opened a watch and clock business in George
Street, opposite the present Town Hall site. He built the turret
clock U' the prisoners' barracks at the corner of King and Macquarie

Streets.
The school opened in September 1917.
The Post Office opened 14.4.1903.

PENSHURST is 16.124 km from Sydney, 56 m high and opened first in 1886
and on a new site 4.4.1905.
{~ is named after Penshurst in Kent, about 41 krn south-east of
London. The name was first used in 1869 when Lord De L' Isle,
whose family seat was Penshurst Place, commented on the
resemblance of Penshurst to the English location, the latter
meaning Pefen's Hurst or Wooded Hill.
The school opened in May 1925.
The Post Office opened 20.1.1902.
Good story - pity it's not true!
I was curious about the naming of Penshurst, where I live, because in the
book, The Hurstville Story, by Pedr Davis, it says:
"Penshur st was the title given to the subdivision of Elias Pearson Laycock's
estate in 1869 but there is no clear evidence of the name's origin. It is
possibly derived from Penshurst Park, near London, EnRland. The name
appears to have been officially used fron the late 1800 5."
In 1869, the Governor of New South Wales was the Earl of Belmore,
Sir Somerset Richard Lowry-Corry.
Viscount De L'Isle, William Philip Sidney, was the last UK resident to be
appointed Governor-General of Australia, an office which he held from 1961 to
1965. Now he did visit Penhurst!
For that story, we can rely on a local historian, D.J.Hatton.
She tel1s of the growth of the Presbyterian Church in Dumbleton from 1900.
A weatherboard church was built in 1901 and moved in 1916 to a more central
site in Penshurst Road. After the 1939-1945 War, the parishioners built a fine
new brick church, in front of. the old wooden one. Who did they ask to open
St Andrews Presbyterian War Memorial Church?
The owner of Penshurst Place, "Lord De L'Isle, V.C., Governor-General of
Australia, who came with Lad',' De L'Isle and their two daughters." This was
on the second of December 1961.
"Lord De L'Isle turned the key to the front door of the Church, and the
State Moderator (R t. Rev. Hugh Cunningham) dedicated the Church .....
The official party had afternoon tea in the old wooden church. An album
of photographs of early and present day Penshurst was presented to Lord
De L'Isle, On his return to England, he sent a gift of two sets of cricket
bats and stumps to the Youth Group."
6

This booklet also quotes the first use of the name Penshurst in 1869
when subdivided and quotes a lyrical advertisement of the land sale of
"Penshurst Park Estate" in 1883 remarking on the resemblance to "the celebrated
Penshurst Park" in the "Garden of England".
I have also found Mr Forsyth's account of the naming of East Hills to be
wrong. But then he is the Railways Archivist, not a local historian. So all praise
to his book for the information it purveys, but, perhaps a second look at
local history statements.
B. GOODGER
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