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MONTHI...áT MEETINGS. 

All General Meetings are now held in the Kogarah School of 
Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah. They are held on the second 
Thursday of each month at 2 p.m. Committee Meetings are 
held at 1 p.m. prior to General Meetings. 

March 12 

Apri I 9 

ANNUAL MEETING - Election of Office Bearers. 

Speaker - Janette Holebone "The Story of 
William Carss". 

If members have any suggestions for speakers at our 
Meetings, please let Beryl Butters know. 



THE PRESIDENT,S REPORT. 

The Annual Meeting of the Kogarah Historical Society Inc. is 
almost upon us once again. The past year has had many problems due 
to the invasion of termites at the museum and its enforced closure 
while repairs were carried out. This was done by Kogarah Council and 
completed late November. To Council we extend our thanks for their 
co-operation and a job well done. To this,new storage space has been 
added and almost complete which we hope will ease the problems our 
acquisitions and research have experienced in the past. 

However "the show must go on" and although by no means back 
to normal the Museum was able to re-open its door on Australia Day 
and what a day it was! Glorious sunshine,lots of visitors,scones 
cream and jam galore and a wonderful launch of Dr.Joan Hatton's book 
"The Carss Family, Carss Cottage, Carss Park". Congratulations to Joan 
for this lovely book dedicated to our late member Gwen Coxhead. 

Iwould like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who was 
involved in any way at all 1n making Australia Day such a success, 
its only by combined efforts that good things can be accomplished. 

There is much to be done at the Museum and as all executive 
positions become vacant at the annual meeting, will you all give 
this matter serious thought. 

On ~ personal note I thank our Secretary most sincerely for 
her support and help, especially the past four years when I have been 
Acting Preaident and President. Bernice has been Secretary for a 
Number of years and has always carried out her duties in a very efficent 
manner and her efforts have been much appreciated. To our Treasurer 
Laurie , who has recently resigned from office , a special vote of 
thanks for a job well done. Looking after finances is not easy as I 
well know. The Editor of our Newsletter must not be overlooked- Beryl 
hasn,t been well during the past year but with one exception has 
managed to produce a Newsletter- thank you Beryl. Kogarah Council 
continues to print the Newsletter and we do appreciate their generosity 
in this matter. To the remainder of the Committee I thank you for your 
support in so many ways and I hope and trust you will extend that same 
support to this years office bearers and all go forward to bigger and 
better things in 1998. 

Gertie Johns . 
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SOCIAL CALENDAR. 

The following trips have already been arranged for coming 
months. Payment to be made prior to coach trips. 

Monday - 23rd March - Kurnell/Sutherland. Cost $13.00. 
Coach leaves Kogarah 9 a.m. 
22nd April - Dural. 
21st May - The ROCKS Area. 
19th June - 
27th July - 
26th August - Parramatta. 
24th September - La Perouse/Randwick. 
(Contact Mary Armstrong 9567-6336) 

Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday - 
Monday - 
Wednesday 
Thursday - 

A N Z A C DAY - APRIL 25. 

AS ANZAC DAY DAWNS ACROSS OUR VAST 
LAND, MAY WE, ALONG WITH EVERY 
GRATEFUL AUSTRALIAN REMEMBER. 

Lest We Forget! 



KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

STATEMENT OF INCOME & EXPENDITURE 1-2-1997 to 31-1-1998. 

INCOME EXPENDITURE 

. 
I ;... 

Subscriptions. 
Museum. 
Social/Tours. 
Raffle. 
Spoons. 
Towels. 
Books. 
Donations. 

l*Bank Interest. 
2*Sundries 

G. Coxhead A/c. 

390.00 Australia Poe t , 
404.50. Telstra. 
937.30:. Energy Australia. 
71.70,: Social/Catering. 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ;1 Kogarah Council. ,. * . . ¥ ¥¥¥¥ ; 1 Pr~nt~ng 
645.20; Spoons. 
69.00 :\ 2 *Mus eum Improvements. 

1,702.511' Insurance. 
680.l0~ Affiliated Fees 

10,751.4611 Bank charges. 
~ ,I 

$14,522.771\ $4,960.97 

334.58 " 
385.70. 
92.00 ¥ 

898.00 ¥ 
.57.45á 

2,000.90 

500.55 
146.07 
170.00 
is GO 

1*Bank Interest 
St.George F/T 1,635.00 
(106-294-908) 
CB of A. 67.51 

2*Sundries - Sale & 
Auction of items from 

l*Printing- Carss Family 
& Secretarys' exs. 

2*Museum Improvements. 
Vacuum Clean~r 
Sound system. 

1,800.20 

500.50 

Museum. 680.10 
\' 

BANK STATEMENTS. 

C.B. of Australia. 
St. George F/T 106-294-908 

$13,865.46 
$60,000.00 

HAVING EXAMINED ALL THE BOOKS ETC, THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE 
BALANCES SHOWN IN ALL ACCOUNTS ARE VERIFIED. 
I HAVE ALSO FOUND THE BOOKS HAVE BEEN KEPT IN AN EXCELLENT MANNER 
ALL ACCOUNTS & DEPOSITS HAVE BEEN PROMPTLY PAID & DEPOSITED. 

AM'~ . . . /(J.1J< .. :.J:~' HON. AUDITOR 
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ .¥ ¥ ¥¥. ~ ". ¥ .. " 1-1<)('1. T/1"F.A S VIlLI-t 
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Thanks to Ken Grieve, who once again took up the challenge 
and gave me the following report on his investigation into 
the poem "Somebody said it couldn't be done'.'. 

" Regarding the above incomplete poem, appearing in the previous 
newsletter, I made enquiries with the Hurstville Library and 
Kogarah Library. 
A book of First Lines at the Hurstville Library says it is a 
parady. Author Unknown. Refer "The Fireside Book of Humourous 
Poetry" Editor William Cole. 1959. 
Meanwhile I am awaiting a reply from the State Library. 
If any member has access to this book, please contact me on 
9546 1840. Ken Grieve." 

I admire Ken for his tenacity-. It was Ken who traced down the 
exact wording for me when I asked about the Dollar and Cents 
Song. 

March 1 
8 

15 
22 
29 

April 5 
12 
13 
19 
26 

May 3 
9 
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MUSEUM ROSTER. 

Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
Flo Pilot and G.Zilio 
Bev & Brian Waters 
Beryl Butters & Nance Owens 
Cath & Leo Sullivan 
Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
Glad Baldwin & Thellie Tatum 
Easter Monday - Volunteers please. 
Maree Wheatley & Rae Reed 
Heritage Walks 
Heritage Walks 
Margaret & Alan Tregonning (Mothers' Day) 

- B.Goodger to open. 
- G.Johns to open. 
- J.Hatton to open 
- B.Butters to open 
- Cath to open 
-B.Goodger to open 
-G.Johns to open 

-Maree to open 

Thank you for volunteering to go on Museum Duty. If date 
doesn't suit please contact Beryl Butters 9580 6954. 

~. HERITAGE WEEK - Betty Goodger and Janette Holebone will again 
be conducting short historic walks around Carss Park on 
Sunday April 26 and May 3. These will commence at the Museum 
at 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m. The cost will be Adults $3.00 
Seniors $2.50 and Children $1.00. (These prices include 
entry to the Museum). 

. --- 
: ¥ 41 

ST. GEORGE DAY - Thursday A~ril 23. St. George Day is a 
celebration of our community and its diversity. It is about 
encouraging residents and business people to be proud of their 
community. It is jointly sponsored by the St. George and 
Sutherland Shire Leader, and Hurstville, Kogarah and Rockdale 
councils. Funds raised will go towards an appeal for cardiac 
monitors in the Coronary Unit at St.George Hospital. The 
district will be decorated in red and white and there will 
be plenty of local activities. Our Society will be selling 
Badges . 

¥..¥¥¥¥¥¥ ¥¥ -. Ii ¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ ¥¥¥ ¥... ! ¥¥¥¥¥¥ 
It is with sadness we have to report the death of two of 
our long time members - Gwen Taylor and Mavis Kermond. We 
extemd sincere sympathy to their families. 
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ANNUAL REPORT BY MUSEUM CONVENOR 

Due to the closure of Carss Cottage from May 1997 to January 1998, and the dislocation of the 
museum artefacts, it has not been possible to arrange any new displays. However, there are many 
subjects in Kogarah's history which can be illustrated in the future from the Society's collection. 

RAMSGATE SENIOR CITIZENS' CENTRE 

A monograph on the history of the establishment of this Centre in 1958 was recently launched by Bob 
Carr, Premier. It was written by Win Evans, Secretary of the Centre for 12 years. The Centre is 
named after Len Reynolds, long time member for Barton in the Federal Parliament. He did sterling 
work in promoting the idea, raising funds and ensuring the building became a reality. Len and his 
wife Sylvia were well respected members of the St George community, the hall was filled, and there 
was a good roll up of his Parliamentary and political colleagues. The Reynolds family of three sons 
and their children were also well represented. 

TIIE FEMALE ORPHAN SCHOOL 

This year, the University of Western Sydney has moved its Westmead Campus to the new Parramatta 
Campus. Nearly 5000 people and facilities have been moved to the site on the river frontage. The 
campus has purpose built and heritage buildings, the latter including the Female Orphan School, 
dating from 1818. 

The first Female Orphan School was established by Governor King who arrived in Sydney in 1800 to 
find there were over 1000 abandoned children in the colony. King already had experience with the 
care of destitute children when he was in charge of the Norfolk Island settlement. He purchased the 
property of Captain William Kent, a naval officer leaving the colony. This was a two storied brick 
house with a garden in George Street, near Bridge Street. It cost 1539 pounds. 

A committee was formed to manage the orphanage, consisting of chaplains Marsden and Johnson, 
surgeons Balmain and Harris, Mrs King and Mrs Paterson. 

The orphanage opened in August 1801, when 31 girls were registered. A total of 217 girls had been 
accommodated up to 1821. They were not all orphans but may have been children whose parents 
were incapable or not interested in caring for them. The girls were received into the school for 
learning, clothing, bed and board. The learning included needlework, spinning, reading, writing, 
strawhat manufacturing and singing. It was planned that the girls would be well qualified to become 
servants to respectable people and when they left would be able to read and write and work as 
sempstresses. 

The first matron was Mrs Elizabeth Hume, who had two assistants and a staff of eight. Funds were 
raised from goverrunent sources, private subscriptions and a farm. 

In 1818, the new Female Orphan School was opened at Parramatta beside the river. The children first 
moved in on Tuesday, 30 June. 

Governor Macquarie established the rules and regulations for the future conduct of the institution. He 
was the Patron, with a ladies' committee which made recommendations to a gentlemen's committee. 
The committees were to meet quarterly for the examination and inspection of the orphans, the 
examining and auditing of quarterly accounts, receiving and examining of applications for admission. 
The number of children was to be limited to 100. 

To be eligible, the girls were to be over five and less than eight years of age. At thirteen they were to 
be apprenticed to the school or placed as servants in families of good character. They were really 

------ -- .. - .- -- -. 
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bound until 18 years of age or until they were married with the consent of the committee. If anyone 
wished to have a child admitted, then application by petition to the committee had to be made for 
recommendation for the Governor's approval. The applicants were bound for 100 pounds if they 
wished to remove the girl. Each child leaving the institution was to be given a bible and prayer book, 
and in cases of exemplary good conduct during their apprenticeship they were to receive a gift of a 
cow on being married. 

: 

On each 16 August, Founders Day, the anniversary of the founding by Governor King, the girls were 
to attend St Johns Church at Parramatta where they were to be examined in church catechism and 
new testament, the best to be awarded silver medals to be presented by the Governor. 

Joseph Lycett included a painting of the Female Orphan School in his book "Views in Australia" 
published in England in 1825. In the descriptive text it states - "Within the walls of this Asylwn., 
from eighty to one hundred female children are now constantly protected and sheltered from that state 
of want and woe which the misfortune or the crimes of their wretched parents had entailed upon these 
innocent and helpless orphans. 

Instead of becoming the victims of temptation, these rescued children, besides being provided with 
food and raiment, are educated in the principles of virtue and religion, and are trained to habits of 
useful industry. They are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic and all kinds of plain needle-work; 
and at a suitable age are instructed so as to be able to assist in washing, cooking, baking, and all other 
domestic work. . .. 

It is one of the most gratifying spectacles which the effects of British colonization have yet exhibited 
on the territory of Australia. to behold these interesting children, in their neat Sunday dresses, 
modestly walking hand in hand to church. It is impossible to contemplate such a scene, without being 
forcibly reminded of that dreadful contrast which must have been the state of many of these orphans. 
if, destitute of all natural protection, and so many thousand miles distant from the land of their 
forefathers, and abodes of their kindred, they had not been received into this excellent Institution." 

Lycett should have had a personal knowledge of the benefits of the care taken at the Female Orphan 
School, as his daughter was in the institution from 1814 to 1822. She had been well enough educated 
to be chosen as a teacher to be apprenticed to the school. 

A project has been commenced at the University of Western Sydney to record the girls who were 
I"""" admitted to the Female Orphan School. 

References: John F Cleverley: The First Generation 
Sydney Gazette: August 8 1816 
Joseph Lycett: Views in Australia 
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