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CARSS COITAGE MUSEUM is open each Sunday and Public Holiday
(Except Good Friday and Christmas Day)
From 1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. Admission - Adults $2.00 - Children 50 cents.
Groups by special arrangement - contact Joan Hatton or Beryl Butters.
MEMBERSIUP OF KOGARAH mSTORlCAL SOCIETY is $6.00 per
annum (Single) or $9.00 per annum (couple)
MONTHLY MEETINGS.
All meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah on the
second Thursday of each month.
July 13 -

1.00 p.m. Committee Meeting
2.00 p.m. General Meeting - Special items from our Embroidery
collection at the Museum will be brought along by Corallie
Lewin for viewing and discussion.

August 10 -

1.00 p.m. Committee Meeting
2.00 p.m. General Meeting - Speaker David Nutley, Marine
Archaeologist - NSW Heritage Council.

September 14 -1.00 p.m. Committee Meeting.
General Meeting - Speaker Corallie Lewin - Embroiderer's
Guild.

.........

,
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Because the Aborigines have coined the phrases "Bumpy Road" and "Rocky Road"
for their reconcilliation protests - the title for Beverly Earnshaw's book has been
changed to "One Flag - One Hope - One Destiny". It is a very good book.
Joan Hatton and Betty Goodger have done the proof reading and the Book is almost
ready for printing. It will be launched at the Kogarah School of Arts on Saturday 4th
November at 2.00 p.m.

MUSEUM ROSTER.
July

2
9
16
23
30
August 6
13
20
27
September 3
10

- Beryl and Norm Butters
. - Betty Goodger and Fiona Johnstone
- Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum
- VOLUNTEERS PLEASE! ! !
- Jack Lean and Ken Grieve
- Rae Reed and Norene Burns
- Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone
- Flo Pilot and Gilda Tillia
- Trudy Johns and Maree Wheatley
- Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum
- Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone

If dates listed do not suit please advise - Beryl Butters - 95806954. As you know, I
do not like doing the roster, and when at least six people are away in July it doesn't
make the job any easier. Being on duty on some of the very bleak days is a worry
too. I am grateful to Fiona Johnstone for filling in for Janette. Fiona replied to the
request we made for casual Musewn volunteers sometime ago in the Mayor's Report
in the Leader.

Flo and Frank Pilot are off to Canada and Alaska. We hope they have a wonderful
trip.
Maree Wheatley is still on holidays in Wales. No doubt she is having a wonderful
time with family and friends.
Mary and Rena Armstrong are off to Canada soon. We wish them well!
Margaret McArthur is home again after visiting her daughter and family in Israel.
Glad to know things are well with them.
Rae Reed is having another holiday in July. All the best,Rae.
Alan Tregonning had another trip to hospital but was home again when I spoke to
Margaret last. They find it hard to get to meetings now. We do miss them very much
and send our good wishes.
Rita RudJing's health is failing so we don't expect to see her back with us. We wish
her well, too.
It is sad looking back on happy times we had for many years together. Lil Gilmore is
another one who can't come - as is also May Grieve, who has just had another
Birthday. I'm not allowed to mention her age anymore - although next year maybe
an exception! We send our love and every good wish to them all.
While we are losing members, we are glad to have been able to welcome others.
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We were delighted to have Bridget Mahoney speak at our May Meeting. She intends
becoming a member of our Society. Because her talk about the history of Silk and
the Silkworms was so interesting I am enclosing an article taken from her scrapbook.
"Generations of Australians have been mesmorised by the eating frenzy of the silk
caterpillars as they munch away the spring foliage of the mulberry tree. There is
nothing more impressive than thousands at maturity competing for comers and
cavities to make their cocoon. Over three days they will eject via tiny spinerets one
mile of almost invisible thread as they disappear inside a dense almond sized cocoon.
Bridget was a trained nurse and was working part-time as a nurse to help supplement
the family income,when one of her three children brought home silk-worms from
school. Everyone in the family became obsessive abou them, the children raiding
neighbours mulberry trees to support the worms voracious appetites. Bridget knew
what she wanted to do with her life. Silk! Silk! Silk!
She has travelled thousands of miles across continents from China to the United
Kingdom in search of the origins of the Bombyx Mori (Morus mulberry) species. On
each trip she explored another location along the Silk Road. This caravan route
crossed many empires and ancient civilisations where silk was the imperial textile.
Farms and silk weavers were the property of emperors, kings and queens.
In France the mulberry was known as the "tree of gold". It fed one million
caterpillars per household. Tree plantings are associated with Emperor Justinian,
Marco Polo and James 1. The latter urged his subjects to plant trees for the persecuted
Huguenots and refugee master weavers from Catholic France.
Australian experiments in sericulture have been at times feeble, at times vigorous.
All along there has been a lack of organising ability and informative literature; whilst
scores of sericulturists have lost heart through there being no market for the silk fibres
which their labour and industry produced.
The earliest recorded attempt to establish the industry as a commercial enterprise
seems to have been made in 1848. In this year a Mr. Bluezeville began a sericulture
farm at Eastwood, NSW. This project failed for want of means.
A year later Mrs. Blanden Neill had such faith in sericulture that she founded a joint
stock company. Unfortunately, the matter of sufficient mulberry trees had been more
or less overlooked. The Victorian Government was sympathetic and made available
to the "Victorian Ladies' Silk Association (presided over by Mrs. Neill) over 1,000
acres ofland at Mount Alexander, near Castlemaine. The property was wholly
unsuited for the project.

Mrs. Neill also established a mulberry plantation at Corowa NSW. Here again failure
crowned the effort. This time, dust from a roadway, settling on the mulberry leaves,
spelt death for the silkworms.
The next big attempt to establish a raw silk industry in Australia was in 1862. Mr.
Charles Brady, of Manly (Sydney), began studying sericulture, and for the purpose of

enlarging his experiments later moved to the Richmond River district. It is said that
he introduced into Australia the best strains of silkworms known, and to have proved
their suitability to the north-eastern coastal districts; unfortunately, Pasteur had not, at
that time, made his discoveries concerning silkworm diseases, and Mr. Brady's

imported stock was gravely affected by pebrine.
A reserve of 1,280 acres was leased at a nominal rental to Mr. Brady, but the venture
languished. He waited in vain for the promised Government assistance that was to
have helped him to establish raw silk as an industry.
Sir Henry Parkes resettled a group ofltalian migrants on the Clarence River. A very
successful silk venture failed when funds were misdirected to officials who knew less
than these farmers.
A character named Silko lived and died on his mulberry farm at Kurnell, Sydney.
His cocoons were of excellent reeling quality. His 80 year old plantation on a few
. acres has been cleared and rezoned.
Bridget visits Schools with her silkworms and encourages children who know the
whereabouts of a Mulberry Tree to take some silkworms home and watch silk. being
spun in their own homes. She would very much like silk to be produced in Australia
in commercial quantities. Silk has been described as "it is what you wear if you want
to touch God".

ON WEDNESDAY, 2nd AUGUST, at 2.45 p.m. A GROUP OF ABOUT 20 FROM
GANG GANG TOURS WILL BE VISITING THE MUSEUM.

On a recent visit to the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway I was very impressed with
the wording on a plaque at the entrance to the Memorial Centrepiece. It read This Memorial is dedicated to the men and women who served Australia during
WWl.
They fought a war in defence of the country they loved.
They bequeathed to their children the opportunities which they had been denied.
They passed on the tradition and a faith for all of us to live by
The ideals of courage and self sacrifice.
The conviction that wherever we come from in this great land
We are one - we are Australians.

Corallie Lewin is a fairly new member but we are very grateful for the interest she is
taking in the Musewn. She, together with Trudy Johns, have spent much time and
effort into sorting, and starting to restore the condition of our Needlework collection.
This is very much appreciated. Thank you, ladies! Corallie has offered to bring the
cataloguing of this collection up to date. There are many hours of work ahead.
Corallie is bringing some interesting pieces along to our next meeting.
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NORTH SYDNEY TOUR
Monday, 29 May 2000

I don't think there was a better way to spend such a freezing cold day than in the
minibus on a tour under the guide of Claire, from the North Sydney Historical
Society. The sky was blue, the sun shone, and we were given such great information
that we were all in good humour.
Ted was at the wheel and he showed h is superb driving skills to manoeuvre through
narrow deadends and narrow spaces round the roundabouts with parked veh icles
adding hazards. We all marvelled and were glad we weren't driving.
Our trip from Kogaran through the Eastern Suburbs Distributor to North Sydney
Council Chambers was so fast that we had about 20 minutes to spend and Ted
drove us around Milsons Point to fill in the time pleasantly. Claire was waiting for us
when we returned to the Council Chambers and gave us a bit of the history of the
building.
We drove over the old Suspension Bridge (1913) at Northbridge which Claire called
the Cammeray Bridge. A fault was discovered in the Suspension Bridge and a new
bridge was built retaining the original Gothic towers and archway in the thirties.
On our return we were able to view the bridge from the side.
At Castle Cove Walter Burley Griffin had built a stone club house at Castlecove
Golf Course but that had been replaced because the original building had been
burnt.
We moved on to Innisfallen (Island of the Field), completed in 1904 by Henry
Willis and widely known as 'Willis's Castle'. It was up for sale with signs around to
keep off the private property. Ted parked in the street which gave us a good view,
and some walked up the driveway to view the house from the front. We then drove
down to H C Press Park and Clai~ told us of the pleasure grounds and the dance
hall with rubber sprung floor that had been there and the history of the families in
the area.
Waiter Burley Griffin, an American architect, formed +he Greater Sydney
Development Association to build residential estates which melded into the
background and kept as much of the no.tural environment as possible. He intended

buying one headland but he was given three!! He began building at Castlecrag,
named after a giant outcrop of sandstone resembling Q castle. Many of the Griffin
houses have been altered, and those built by his partner, Eric Nicholls. The streets
are named after parts of castles such as: The Parapet: The Rampart; The Bastion;
The Redoubt; The Citadel; The Bulwark: The Bartizan; The Scarp.
The most substantial, innovative and intact house that we saw was built for Themes
fishwick. There had been two fish ponds built into the dining room ceiling but
these had been removed. We saw a fish pond in the grounds and a sculpture of a
fish.
Walter's wife, Marion, was also an architect and influenced his work in many ways.
There was very little parking around the open air amphitheatre which Griffin had
built with the approval of local residents so we were pleased that Ted was able to
pull over while we investigated. The stone seating faces across the gully and can be
used as steps to reach the stage. Work was in progress while we were there to put
in permanent lighting. Because of the lack of parking the locals would have this gem
of a theatre to themselves and their visitors.
A good lunch was had at North Sydney Leagues Club and then Claire directed Ted
around Waverton to where the North Shore Gas Works used to be. Two of the old
buildings still stand, one as an inside swimming pool, and the other as a gymnasium,
but the number of high-rise buildings with all those apartments made us gasp! We
don't want our city to become so densely populated. How did th is happen without
our knowledge?
We dropped Claire near the Council Chambers and headed back to Kogarah,
satisfied we had enjoyed another fruitful outing. Thanks to Claire for the
information, Ted for the driving, Flo for collecting the money, and Cath for the
organiSing.
Janette Hollebone
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CARRUTHERS DRIVE, DOLLS POINT
Carruthers Drive at Dolls Point was in the news a few years ago when it was reported that the scenic drive
had been turned into a residents' nightmare by a group who used the stretch of road as a drag strip at
weekends. It was stated that it was. thought the police were unable to act, as Carruthers Drive was not a
dedicated road, i.e., not a public road. Up to 1000 people attended the meetings which had become full
scale motor racing events, participants arriving with their cars on the back of trucks. Subsequently, the
police raided the spot using new police detection methods involving the Highway Patrol, police tactical
response group, the Polair helicopter and scientific police. A spokesman fOT the car enthusiasts said that
Carruthers Drive had been chosen because it was not a proper street and there were no houses next to the
meeting place.
These days, a notice states that Carruthers Drive is closed off by a locked gate from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. at one
end. there are speed humps along the short road and concrete barriers at the ends. There are 13 houses
abutting this road.
Carruthers Drive was named after the Honourable Sir Joseph Hector McNeil Carruthers, KC.M.G., M.A.,
Ll.D. To name the thoroughfare a "Drive" was fitting for this man, because it was his drive and ability
. which resulted in many creditable achievements for NSW - to name a few - the Mitchell Library;
Technical COllege Education; the reforming Local Government Act of 1906. He was a NSW delegate to
the conventions which framed the Australian Constitution; Trustee of (Royal) National Park, NSW Art
Gallery, Captain Cook's Landing Place Trust at Kurnell; Member of the Senate of University of Sydney;
Chairman of Select Committee on Agriculture in 1920 and 1921; Chairman of NSW Cricket Association.
He represented the University in cricket and football. By profession a Solicitor, he was described by a
local resident in 1885 as a "stump orator or bush lawyer", terms which that person must have lived to
regret. Carruthers was the local Member of Parliament from 12 February 1887 to 22 April 1908. During
this time he was Minister of Public Instruction from 1889 to 1891; Minister for Lands from 1894 to 1899;
Colonial Treasurer in 1899; and Premier and Colonial Treasurer from 1904 to 1907. Later he was a
member of the Legislative Council from 1908 until his death in December 1932. Thus his parliamentary
career extended over 45 years.
With this impressive list of achievements, one would think that the district which nurtured his career
would have an adequate recognition of his services. The St George Hospital, Kogarah School of Arts, St
George Bowling Club, his home while Premier - "Ellesmere" in Vista Street, Sans Souci - are reminders
of his association with St. George. His name is on foundation stones when he carried out his
parliamentary duties such as at Sydney Central Station and the Mitchell Library. It was on the foundation
stone of Western Suburbs Cottage Hospital which was set by his wife in 1894, but the hospital has
disappeared and so has the stone.
What is there in St George? When he lived near Rocky Point Road, Hector Street led to his house; this
name was however absorbed in the new Jubilee Avenue which was put through from Princes Highway to
Rocky Point Road in 1935. The name of his house "Ercildoune" remains in the street behind Calvary
Hospital.
The Carruthers Drive which was opened in 1909 was the road round the eastern shore of Botany Bay,
from President A venue, south to Sandringham Street at Dolls Point. On maps it appeared on the
residential side of Cook Park which extends along the Botany Bay shore, at present from Cooks River to
Rocky Point. At that time, Grand Parade ran north from Bay Street Brighton to the Sewage Farm, and
The Esplanade from President Avenue to Bay Street. South of President Avenue there was little
requirement for a road as there were estates still to be subdivided on the eastern side of Scarborough Park.
Rocky Point Road provided access to residential areas on the western side of Scarborough Park.
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The idea of a drive along the complete length of foreshore of Lady Robinsons Beach was promoted by
Carruthers when he was Premier. The road was built by the State Government and Mr Edward Blake, the
local contractor, supplied white metal ballast for this "Marine Parade".
Subsequent to Carruther's
resignation from Parliament in 1908 due to his health problems, Rockdale Council, in whose area the road
was located, considered the naming of this parade. The St George Call reported the proceedings at a
Rockdale Council meeting in October 1908 "Skirting the shores of Botany Bay, from Dolls Point to Brighton-le-Sands
is an avenue. recently
completed by the Government, and protected from the ever-rising sand by a hedge of ti-tree.
This
provides an ideal motor drive, which is further enhanced by allowing only the lightest of vehicles to travel
over it. To 'officially' open this drive was the subject of a motion by Aldcnnan Hegerty at Thursday's
meeting of Rockdale Council. and the mover suggested that the middle of November would be a suitable
time and (the Governor) Sir Harry Rawson might come out, with the Automobile Club. The motion
created a lillie discussion." Ald. Crawford said: I'll second that, although it's been opened for the last six
months."
Another alderman suggested Sir Joseph Carruthers should open it and it should be called
"Carruthers Drive".
A sub-committee was formed "to consider the best means of doing the thing
properly."
Rockdale Council did the right thing by naming it Carruthers Drive and aJso inviting the Governor to
open it. The St George Call reported - "Along the eastern foreshore of Botany Bay, between Dolls Point
and Brighton-le-Sands, a govenunent works was lately completed. This consisted of the ballasting and
formation of a road of about 3 112 miles in length, the surface of which, being covered with ironstone
gravel, makes an ideal tourist road for cycles, motors, and the lighter horse drawn vehicles.
Out of
compliment to Sir Joseph Carruthers, who for 21 years represented the constituency in Parliament, the
Rockdale Council, within whose boundary the road is, have decided upon the appellation of Carruthers
Drive. Apart from the road construction there was another element the Department had to consider, and
that was the encroaclunent of sand that arises with every southerly blow, and which for years past has
rendered any municipal attempts at roadmaking futile. To overcome this difficulty a strongly constructed
fascine hedge of ti-tree has been made on the eastern side of the road for the whole distance. while on the
portion of the beach beyond tidal limits, a liberal planting of Marram grass has been made. From
President Avenue (the main outlet from Kogarah to the waterside) to Brighton the fascine hedge is taken
further down the beach, and between this and the road a sloping lawn, plentifully planted with shade
trees, is designed to accommodate the holiday makers.
"Appreciating the boon that this work is to the district the Rockdale Council have decided to make the
officiaJ opening worthy of the occasion. This is to take place on Friday, February 26, and the road will be

declared open by His Excellency Sir Harry Rawson. It is the intention of the Council to invite the State
Ministry and the Railway Commissioners, also the neighbouring Councils. The Automobile Club are to
be asked to accompany the Governor in a run to Dolls Point and thence along the drive to Brighton.
Arrangements are in hand for the presentation of a souvenir to His Excellency. which will take the form of
an inscribed silver shield mounted on Australian wood."
The newspaper also commented - "'Twill be a big day."
On the big day, the Governor was received at Rockdale Town Hall by the Mayor Aid William Taylor,
MLA (Carruther's successor in Parliament) and a procession of motor cars and other vehicles was formed
and driven to the scene of the opening ceremony. Members of the Automobile Club were included. The
procession proceeded along Rocky Point Road, Sandringham Street and Russell Avenue to Dolls Point.
Aid Taylor in his speech said that - "This drive has been constructed by the Public Works Department on
the representation of the former member for the district, Sir Joseph Carruthers. and in recognition of the
great service he has been to this district it has been decided that the drive shall be known as the
Carruthers Drive, and I think this compliment is well deserved. I think it will be admitted that the Public
Works Department were fully justified in the expenditure of the money necessary for the construction of
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the drive. for the drive had been declared one of the finest marine drives in Sydney and it will be found

that the people will fully avail themselves of it
"What has been done is merely an instalment. On the northern shores they wanted the drive to extend
from Watsons Bay to Cooks River which would be spanned by a bridge. On the southern shores they
wanted the drive extended to Sans Souci to meet the Rocky Point Road. Then we shall have the finest
marine drive in Australia. A great deal had been read in the papers about the alienation of the Harbor
Foreshores, but the people need have no fear about the foreshores of Botany Bay, as the same were under
the control of the Cook Park Trust and would remain the property of the people for all time, He would ask
Sir Harry Rawson, the most popular Governor that New South Wales has known to declare the Drive
open."
Sir Harry Rawson said - "I have very great pleasure in coming here today to open this Drive. It is one that
the people of the district should feel proud of and reflects great credit on the Public Works Department. It
is a great thing that the forcshores should remain the property of the people. I would like to see the drive
extended from Cooks River to National Park. I have very much pleasure in declaring the drive open and
naming it for all time the Carruthers Drive. Sir Joseph Carruthers has always been of the greatest
assistance to me whilst Premier of the State."
Sir Joseph Carruthers moved a vote of thanks to the Governor. He said that "last year, when he was in
London, he had heard the Secretary of Stale for the Colonies speak very highly of His Excellency. He
hoped the present administration would consider the advisability of erecting in London a suitable
monument to Captain Cook. This drive would not only be of service to the people of this district, but
would be available for the whole of the city of Sydney. He would like to see the drive extend from Sydney
across Cooks River and Georges River and out to National Park. It would then be one of the finest drives
in the Southern Hemisphere. The State should provide large areas of ground for the recreation of the
people. In London ten times as much space was available as recreation areas as compared with Sydney.
No Government should begrudge spending money in works of this character."
Me Samuel Cook seconded the vote of thanks and was supported by Me Waddell, Ml.A, The party then
adjourned to the Brighton Hotel. In response to the toast of his health, Sir Harry Rawson said he had tried
to do his duty, and if he carried away with him the kind wishes of the people of New South Wales he
would think he was amply rewarded. He intended to take a trip to England for a rest with his people, and
then go for a tour, as he desired to see other parts of the world.

Later, the party visited Cook Park where trees were planted by Sir Harry Rawson, Sir Joseph Carruthers,
Me Waddell and AJd Taylor.
In the 1920s, when the old Sewage Farm at Brighton was finally eliminated. the new road around Botany
Bay and across Cooks River was named in honour of war hero and chief executive officer of the Water
Board, General Holmes. The remainder of the foreshore road south to Sandringham Street became the
Grand Parade. The name of Carruthers Drive was retained for a short street adjacent to Cook Park and
the foreshore at Dolls Point between Russell Street and Sandringham Street. Nearby in Russell Street is
Primrose House. for many years the convalescent annexe of St George Hospital.
So Carruthers Drive still exists on maps, not SiS a marine drive or even a grand parade, but, as a result of
the actions of the car enthusiasts, it has become one of the most secluded scenic streets in St George with
uninterrupted views of Botany Bay. To non-residents, it may as well be "not a proper street".
References: Various issues of St George Call; SMH February 27 1909

Joan Hatton
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Otflcial Opening of'
Carruthers" Drive
Tbe 'public ot St. George .Q1strtct an
invited to be present at ,the corner of
Bay-street and Marine Parade, Brtghtonle-Bands, at 3.30 p.rn., on Friday next,
26th. inet., when, His Excellency
Sir
.Harry Rawson, Governor of New South
Wales, will officially open Carrutbers'
áDrive-tbe beautttul road recently made
round the foreshore's of Botanyá Bay.
Oadets and cbUdren from local publ lc
actrools, and the Sobraorr. Band will 'be
present find take purt in thc projrrnuune ,
and . the Automobile Club of Australia
wUl be well reprcsented : Iu Do procession
of motor cars.
¥
.
PERCIV AL SYOMERVILLB,
.
"I'ow n Clerk nnd HOD. Sec ..
Town Hall, Rockdale,
Fc.brun.ry 18, 1909
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