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MONTHLY MEETINGS. 
As you are aware we had to cancel our September General Meeting due to a break in 
at the School of Arts. Doors were smashed in and quite a considerable amount of 
damage was done. 
Our October Meeting will be held at Carss Cottage Museum at 2 p.m. on Thursday 
12th October. If you intend coming to the meeting and you need transport please 
contact another member who may be able to bring you down. Transport will be 
available. It will be a good chance to have a look around the Museum and hear 
Janette Hollebone give a talk on "Sutherland House". Come and admire the gardens 
which are in full bloom at the moment. 
We hope to be back in the School of Arts for our November Meeting - 9th November, 
when we will see a Video about Norfolk Island. 
We do not hold a meeting in December, as you know. We usually have our Christmas 
Get-to-gether on that day. However, this year we have moved the date of our 
Christmas Party to Thursday, 7th December (one week earlier) and we intend having it 
at Brighton R.S.L. again. We hope to see you there. Please advise Cath Sullivan on 
95796149 if you intend coming, thank you! 

October 8 
15 
22 
29 

November 5 
12 
19 

MUSEUM ROSTER. 
Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
Glad Baldwin and TheUie Tatum 
Jack Lean and Ken Grieve 
Trudy Johns and Corallie Lewin 
Flo Pilot and Gilda Tillia 
Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
Rae Reed and Norene Burns 

Please contact Beryl Butters if dates are unsuitable. 



Kogarah Historical Society Inc. 

Invites you 

To the Book Launch of 
"One Flag, One Hope, One Destiny" 
a biography of Sir Joseph Hector Carruthers 

by Beverley Earnshaw 

at Kogarah School of Arts cnr. Bowns Road 
and Queens Avenue, Kogarah 
on Saturday, 4th November, at 2 p.m. 

The book will be launched by Robert McClelland 
Federal Member for Barton. 

RSVP 20th October 2000. Phone 9587 9970 or 9580 6954. 

As you know the Society received a Federal Grant for this project. We are 
expecting quite a number to attend the Book Launch, including some of the 
Carruthers family, many of whom have contributed information and photos 
We think it is a very fine publication - one Beverley can be justly proud 
of. . Joan Hatton must be commended for her input - also Jack Lean for 
supplying many of the fine photos. Thanks also to Betty Goodger, who 
together with Joan. did the proofreading. Our Society can feel very proud 
to be able to present such a wonderful book as our contribution to the 
centennary of Federation. I may be biased but I think: it is one of the best. 
It contains a lot of historical information presented in an easy to read form. 
We are very appreciative to Council for their support in having the repairs 
at the School of Arts done in time for our book launch. We are grateful for 
the support we are receiving from Helen Fulton from Kogarah Library, 
also. 

The Embroiderers Guild is holding its Annual Display in the Lower Town 
Hall, Sydney, from 22nd to 26th November 2000. This will be well worth a 
visit. 

At our last Meeting it was unanimously agreed that Life Membership 
should be afforded to May Grieve for all the work she has contributed to 
the Society during her long Membership. According to our Constitution 
this must be endorsed at our next Annual Meeting. 

We were sorry to hear of the Passing Away of Dot Spiller's husband, John, 
recently. We have conveyed to Dot the sincere sympathy of us all as well 
as our sympathy to the family of Nance Owens who also died recently. 
Both Dot and Nance have been long time members. 



THE ENGUSH FAMILY OF KOGARAH (A HISTORY OF KOGARAH 1854-1912) 

KOGARAH SCHOOL OF ARTS 

The movement for a School of Arts proceeded from the establishment of Mechanics 
Institutes which were established to provide for the educational improvement of the younger 
members of the community. 

With the growth of the Kogarah district, consequent on the opening of the railway, 
it was thought that the time was suitable for establishment of a School of Arts. A group of 
leading citizens, led by Mr J.H. Carruthers, formed a committee to plan the project. Mr 
Caruthers was elected President and also on the Committee were Messrs Vogel. Hermann. 
J.B. Carroll. McPherson, McLean, Hatfield, J. English and Lacey. The first question to be 
considered was a site for the building. M r English offered to give free the required land in 
Webbers Road, and an area "proposed site for School of Arts", is shown on the subdivision 
plans issued for the sale of Bayview Estate on 18 October 1884. However, Mr English 
stipulated that the building must also be used as the municipal council chambers, the 
Municipality of Kogarah having been inaugurated on 22 December 1885. However, Mr 
Carruthers did not consider that there should be any condition attached to the gift, and as 
Mr English would not agree to change his offer, another site was chosen. This was on land 
owned by Mr Charles Bown, being allotments 36 and 37 of Bowen Park Estate at Kogarah, 
on the comer of Bowns Road and Queens Road. The foundation stone was laid on 
Saturday, 22 May 1886, by the Hon Dr. A. Renwick, Minister for Education. A banquet was 
given that evening at the Oddfellow's Hall on Rocky Point Road (near St. Paul's Church of 
England) and this was attended by Dr Renwick and other members of Parliament - 
Messrs Trickett, Clark, Hanson and Judd. The trustees were: 

Joseph Hector Carruthers of City of Sydney, Solicitor 
Edward Hogben of the same place, Merchant 
Myles McRae, of the same place, Land Agent 
William Charles Hadley Lippmann, of Kogarah, Bank Manager 
Peter Moore of Kogarah, Landholder 
James Murphy of Kogarah, Builder 
Patrick English of Kogarah, Gardener 
Ferdinand Frank Vogel of Kogarah, Civil Servant 
John Abraham South of Kogarah, Landholder. 
Meanwhile, funds for the building were raised by subscriptions, concerts, 

horticultural shows etc. One such event was a wild flower show opened on Friday, 18 
September 1885, by the Hon. W J. trickett, Minister for Education, held in a marquee, 90ft 
by 45ft, erected in Bowen Park, opposite the planned site for the building. There was a 
large attendance, with many visitors coming from Sydney 'and Newcastle by special trains. 
The show also included garden flowers, market garden produce and decorative plants. The 
interior was tastefully decorated and reflected great credit, partly on the committee, but 
principally upon the ladies, by whose untiring efforts the most pleasing effects were 
achieved. The different stalls vied with each other in variety and in various designs, into 
which the wild flowers had been worked. Leading florists of the district, including Mr D. 
Minnett of Hurstville, Mr I. Iliffe of Rockdale, and Mrs. Vincent of Amcliffe, gave hearty 
support to the shows; Messrs. Searl and Sons exhibited handsome pot plants and beautifully 
arranged cut flowers and lovely bouquets; and locally grown vegetables and fruits were of 
unusually fine description. 



TIiE ENGLISH FAMILY OF KOGARAH (A HISTORY OF KOGARAH 1854 - 1912) 

Mr Trickett, in response to an address presented to him, spoke of the influence 
such exhibitions had in promoting a love for Australian flowers, and of the advantage they 
were to such institutions as the proposed School of Arts. He then declared the Kogarah 
Horticultural and Wild Flower Show open to the public. The "Vernon" training - ship band 
performed during tbe afternoon, and the Band of the Second Volunteer Regiment during 
the evening. Special trains at excursion rates .were run during the day. The financial result 
was very satisfactory. 

Another similar Horticultural and Wild Flower Show was held in September 1886, 
and it was a great success, being crowded on the Saturday night when there was hardly 
standing room, and it was lit up with the electric light. 

The big day for the formal opening was Friday, March 4 1887, when the Hon. 
James Inglis, Minister for Public Instruction. attended in the presence of a large number of 
residents. Among those present were Mr J.H. Carruthers, M.L.A. (President), Messrs 
Hogben (Mayor of Kogarah) and Vogel (Vice - Presidents) and Dr Loamrock., Dr. Read, 
Mr S. Fulford, J.P., and Messrs Balcombe, Biden, McLean, South, Lippmann (Hon. 
Secretary), Davies (Committee); Mr Henson M.L.A., Aldermen Treacey, English (Patrick) 
and Messrs. Chilcott, Bown, P. Moore, O.N. Macdonnell, P.A. Polin, J.P., and others. 

Mr Carruthers referred to the large benefits which the residents of Kogarah and 
neighbourhood would derive from the establishment of a School of Arts, and stated that the 
cost of the building was £1,500 and the ground £440, which, including interest, amounted to 
a sum of about £2,000. Against that the committee had raised the sum of £900 and the 
institution was therefore a little over £1,000 in debt, which ought to be extinguished by the 
residents in a comparatively short time. 

The Hon. J. Inglis expressed his gratification at being able to give his inaugural 
address since taking office in that handsome and commodious building. He referred to 
Schools of Arts in the old country and kindred institutions in many lands. He also referred 
to some early experience of his own in Mechanics Institutes. adopting the graver strain, he 
said it was always well to define the objects of the School of Arts, it should, if rightly 
utilised, be the centre of the intellectual life of the district in which it was established. He 
was glad to see from the programme that the social side was not forgotten, and perhaps, 
the most valuable use of all in such an institution was that it was the centre around which 
the young might be artracted for their moral, material, and social development. He 
suggested that scientific lectures might be delivered in the building, and if the services of 
eloquent lecturers were obtained the result could not but be a great benefit to those who 
attended. 

A programme of music was then performed to the satisfaction of the audience, and 
the commemorative ceremony was brought to a conclusion by a dance. 

By 1890, the library cont~ed about 800 volumes which were lent to members, and 
there was a good supply of newspapers, periodicals etc. Mr J.W.A. Hill was Secretary and 
Librarian. The library was open on three afternoons and three nights in the week. A room 
was set apart for classes under the Board of Technical Education. The large hall at the 
rear was used for theatrical performances, concerts, tea meetings, balls etc, including the St 
George Philharmonic Society. The grounds were planted with shrubs, trees etc, given by the 
curator of the Botanical Gardens, Sydney, Messrs Iliffe, Edwards, Minnett and others. 

In addition, a portion of the building was rented by the Municipality of Kogarah as 
council chambers. The first Council meeting was on 9 March 1886, at the Gardeners Arms 
Hotel, then subsequent meetings were held at the Railway Station, Kogarah, where the 
offices were open to the public between the hours of 6.00 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. The last meeting at the Railway Station was 25 January 1887, after which the 
office was transferred to the newly erected School of Arts. The first Council meeting held 



THE ENGLISH FAMILY OF KOGARAH (A HISTORY OF KOGARAH 1854-1912) 

there was on 15 February 1887, and the School of Arts, as the largest public building in the 
municipality, continued to be used as office and meeting place for twenty five years until 
late in 1912, when the Council Chambers were opened in Belgrave Street. 

On the eastern side, in April, 1902, there was opened the Billiard Room. The 
President was then Alderman John Sale. The Hon. J.H. Carruthers, M.LA., spoke at tbe 
opening ceremony. He "congratulated the members and the district and thought the billiard 
room would be a benefit to the young people, by providing for tbem some innocent means 
of recreation. When he looked around be could not fail to see so many friends of the youth 
of the district, and he thought that time had dealt lightly with them. The first meeting for 
the establishment of tbe Kogarah School of Arts was held in the hotel then kept by Mr 
James English. Since that time there have been many great improvements in the district. 
Some of them had been shadowed forth at the time, but they were only a shadow. The 
proposals were a railway, a train to Lady Robinson's Beach, and to Sans Souci, a steam 
punt across the river, and a municipal institution. Strange to say, all those works have seen 
the light, and they were brought about by the veterans who opened up the district. Schools 
of Arts, as known in those early days, have been passed over as first proposed, and must 
now be carried on as clubs, so as to meet the requirements of this advanced age. 

The President then formally declared the room open for billiard playing. and hoped 
that nothing derogatory would ensue. 

Mr Carruthers then placed the balls upon the tables, and after a game had been 
played the company adjourned to another room and were entertained by the committee. 

Mr Lippmann proposed 'Success to the new billard room' and the toast was 
responded to by the President of the Institution." 

With time, improvements were made in the building. Kerosene bad supplied the 
light in earlier years, but by 1889, with the extension of the gas mains to Kogarah, the 
building was then lit by gas. The building comprised a main hall and stage, with annex 
attached, used for supper rooms or for small meetings. A vestibule from the main entrance 
led to tbe hall, and on either side of the vestinule were the library and committee rooms, 
where small clubs, e.g. St. George Chess Club met. The upper portion was occupied by the 
Kogarah Council. 

The billiard room was fitted with two of Alcock's most modem tables and 
appointments. It was a profitable concern, returning £84.3.9 in the previous year. There were 
now 2,100 books catalogued and easterly from the main building were the quarters of the 
librarian, Mr R. MacFarlane, who had held the position for seventeen years. The Hall could 
accommodate over 400 persons, and was in popular demand for public meetings, bazaars, 
dances and social functions. 

Membership was ten shillings per annum, a nominal amount, payable quarterly, half 
yearly, or yearly. 

The Committee reported in :r906 that there were only 150 paid up members, which 
was not as great as the Committee hoped for in such a large district but "with buoyant 
persistency" they held every hope of materially increasing tbat number. The Assets of the 
Institution totalled £1,756.6.6., made up of Land & Building - £1,200; Billard Room, 
£236.16.3, Billard Tables, balls, etc. £150; Books £70; Piano & Furniture £60; Cash £39.10.3. 

The School of Arts flourished, so that in 1935, fifty years after it had been first 
mooted, there were 10,000 books housed in the well kept library, four tables were provided 
for billiards of snooker, the St. George Chess Club and the Cudgelo Bridge Club met 
regularly, there were ample rooms available for meetings or social functions, the card room 
and reading room were used extensively, and there were enough enthusiasts connected with 
the institution to maintain a cricket club. Mr H.B. Primrose was President and Mr J.H. 
Borserini was Secretary. 

/ 



TIlE ENGLISH FAMILY OF KOGARAH (A HISTORY OF KOGARAH 1854-1912) 

The 1950s brought new diversions to fulfill the moral, material and social attractions 
of the people of the district. Licensed clubs, the municipal libraries, different dancing 
fashions, all combined to affect the use of the School of Arts which gradually declined. For 
years, the windows still proclaimed that there was a reading room with "Subscription 7/6 
per quarter payable in advance - privileges: library, billiard rooms, cards etc." The rooms 
were let to tenants, but by 1978 the trustees decided to wind up their activities. Control and 
ownership were duly passed to Kogarah Municipal Council. The building was refurbished 
and restored to its original plan and re - opened in December, 1985, during the Kogarah 
Municipal Centenary celebrations. In February, 1987, on the centenary of the first time the 
School of Arts was used as a venue for a Council meeting, the Kogarah Municipal Council 
held its regular meeting in the building. 

Kogarah is fortunate that it has such a fine building, as other School of Arts 
buildings have disappeared from the suburban scene, or are used for completely different 
purposes. 

\ 

References: 
The Propeller, October 11 1934 
Margaret Beavers: School Exercise Book 
S.M.H.: March 5 1887 
The Echo: October 16 1890 
Kogarah Municipal Jubilee: 1885 - 1935 
St. George Call: April 21 1906 
St. George Advocate: April 19 1902 
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