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CARSS COTTAGE MUSEUM is open each Sunday and Public Holiday 
(Except Good Friday and Christmas Day) 
From 1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. Admission - Adults $2.00 - Children' 50 cents. 
Groups by special arrangement - contact Joan Hatton or Beryl Butters. 

MEMBERSHIP OF KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY is $6.00 per 
annum (Single) or $9.00 per annum (couple) 

MONTHLY MEETINGS. 
We will be back in the School of Arts for our November Meeting - 9th November, 
when we will see a Norfolk Island Video. Our General Meeting is at 2 p.m. 
Our Committee Meeting will be held prior to that at 1 p.m. 
We do not hold a meeting in December. As you know, we usually have our 
Christmas Get-to-gether on that day. However, this year we have moved the date of 
our Christmas Party to Thursday, 7th December (one week earlier) and we intend 
having it at Brighton R.S.L. again. We hope to see you there by 12 noon. Please 
advise Cath Sullivan on 95796149 if you intend coming, thank you! 

~w{s(for 
Peace. and Jlo/jil1CSS 
at this Chnsima: Season 

and. fhroughout tru:, 

~car 

REMEMBRANCE DAY _11TH NOVEMBER-"LEST WE FORGET" 



November 5 
12 
19 
26 

December 3 
10 
17 
24 
26 
31 

January 7 
14 
21 

MUSEUM ROSTER. 
Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum 
Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
Rae Reed and Norene Bums 
Flo Pilot and Gilda Ti1Iia 
Jack Lean and Ken Grieve 
Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum 
Christmas Eve - 
Tuesday - Boxing Day - Volunteers please. 
New Years Eve- 
Trudy Johns and Corallie Lewin 
Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
Rae Reed and Norene Burns 

Please contact Beryl Butters if dates are unsuitable. 

"ONE FLAG - ONE HOPE - ONE DESTINY" 

Our Book Launch on Saturday - 4th November - was a great success. Members of 
Kogarah Historical Society, particularly Beverley Earnshaw, were overwhelmed by 
the response. It was a friendly, happy occasion, with over 130 people attending. We 
were very pleased that Council made it possible for us to hold the Book Launch in the' 
School of Arts free of charge. We were only sorry a reporter from the "Leader" did 
not attend as promised, particularly as we believe it was a very important occasion. 

Councillor Nick Vavaris represented the Mayor in his absence. 

It was nice to have Peter Orlovich chairing the procedures. Peter, a well known 
Historian was a foundation member of Kogarah Historical Society. 

Robert McClelland, the Federal Member for Barton, launched the book. Robert was 
instrumental in getting the Federal Government Federation Grant for us so that it was 
possible to produce the book. 

Trudy Johns and Corallie Lewin did a magnificent job of the mamoth task of catering 
for the growing number. Many thanks must go to all Members who helped in any 
way - there was such a lot to be gone by so few active members. 

We were very grateful for the support of all members of the Library Staff. 

NOW THAT THE OLYMPIC AND P ARAL YMPIC GAMES ARE OVER - AND 
WHAT A TRIUMPH THEY WERE - EVERYTHING IS GETTING UNDER WAY 
FOR FEDERATION CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS - 1 ST JANUARY, 2001. 
HOW PROUD WE ARE TO BE PART OF THIS WITH OUR BOOK "ONE FLAG, 
ONE HOPE, ONE DESTINY". 
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CENTENARY OF FEDERATION 

The unity of Australia, a continent without natural divisions, surrounded 
by oceans and settled by people of the same race, is so obvious today that 
it seems surprising that. colonial union took so long to achieve. But this 
surprise vanishes when early colonial histories are studied for they tell 
of scattered settlements separated by vast distances. Because of this 
situation, the colonies concerned themselves with their own immediate 
necessi ties and early moves to federate met with no success. The study of 
forces in colonial society listed in the following display encompass areas 
of common experience shared by all six colonies. They brought about changes 
in society or presented such problems which could only be overcome by common 
action. 

When the British Government decided to separate Victoria from New South Wales 
in 1847, tentative proposals were made by Earl Grey for some central authority 
to deal with matters of interest to each colony, but there was little 
enthusiasm in Australia for Grey's idea. 

From time to time, the idea of ,Federation was revived. In 1857 select 
committees in Victoria and New South Wales studied the subject in some detail, 
but nothing positive developed. 

In 1860, a series of Intercolonial Conferences was inaugurated to discuss 
problems and questions of mutual concern. It was at one of these Conferences 
that Henry Parkes came out in favour of Federation. But his idea received 
only limited support. Three years later, the Victorian statesman, Charles 
Gavan Duffy, sought the appointment of a Royal Commission, but the organization 
never got under \Yay. 

The Federation movement lapsed into stagnation in the face of intercolonial 
rivalries, jealousies and suspicions. 

Nationalism can be described as Ila state of mind permeating the large majority 
of a people". Such a state of mind did not develop in Australiaá until the 
last quarter of the 19th century when a neces$ary preconditioning took place. 
Three forms of loyalty existed, to Britain, to individual colonies, and to 
Australia, and for nationalism to be achieved it was necessary for a shift 
to occur between these loyalties in favour of the last form. 

Bri tain' s actions towards the colonies, particularly in defence matters, did 
not endear the mother country to Australians, and blind loyalty to Britain 
declined during this period. 

Loyalty to individual colonies in the 19th century can be easily understood 
considering the distance which separated the colonies, and the inadequacies 
of transport which hampered communications.' This separateness was further 
accentuated by the principle of self government exercised by each colony. 
However, this particular form of loyalty began to be eroded with improvements 
in transportation, new forms of communications, commercial growth and the 
extension of social organizations. 

Loyalty to Australia grew stronger as the similarities of the colonies became 
evident. In the eighties, the spirit of sameness penetrated deep into 
Australian society, particularly through the IIBulletin" and other nationalistic 
papers. 
The development of this national consciousness was reflected in the Australian 
Natives Association. To the members of this organization, the British heritage 
was the glorious past, and Australian nationality the glorious future. 

The state of mind so necessary in the development of nationalis~ was achieved 
by a shift in the network of loyalties which favoured allegiance to Australia.' 
By this shift, a force was created \Yhich paved the way towards Federation. 

The development of, the Australian economy created certain forces which 
contributed to the breaking down of colonial parochialism, and to the success 
of the Federation movement. 

By the 1890s, the economic interests of the six colonies were closely connected 
as indicated by the fact that intercolonial trade was almost equal to the 
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trade each colony had with Britain. Many firms had set up agencies in other 
colonies. and there was a great deal of investment across colonial boundaries. 

The development of even greater complementary economic relations was hampered 
by the existence of intercolonial tariffs. Official recognition for the 
abolition of tariff barriers was given at a number of intercolonial conferences 
between 1863 and 1889. Non-official support came from many manufacturing 
and commercial interests and from border areas. such as the Ri verina, where 
the inconveniences from different tariff controls were great. These groups 
expressed their desire for union through Federation leagues. 

While the abolition of tariff barriers had a forceful effect on a select few, 
the depression of the 1890s reached all of society and stimulated widespread 
thinking on the desirability of a central government. The advisability of 
controlling investment, of consolidating Australian Government stocks on the 
London market, ~nd of having a central bank was realized. 

Fear of coloured labour, particularly Chinese labour, was experienced 
throughout the country providing a strong motive for Federation. 

The lure of gold attracted many thousands of Chinese to Australia, where their 
success on the fields presented them as an economic threat to the white man. 
Chinese customs were turned into conclusive proof of Oriental infamy. They 
were criticized for their degrading effect on colonial society, their squalid 
way of life, and their immorality. Ignorance, fear. hatred, and belief in 
Anglo-Saxon superiority magnified these accusations. 

Legislation was passed in individual colonies to control Chinese immigration, 
and moves were made at various intercolonial conferences for the colonies 
to reach a common solution. 

During the 1890s, it was realized that other races besides the Chinese ~ould 
become a problem, and in 1896 the colonies had agreed to exclude all non 
Europeans. But this decision met with opposition from Britain as it included 
coloured races who were also British subjects. 

The fear of coloured labour acted as an important force in the Federation 
movement in three ways. First, it consolidated colonial opinion regarding 
the type of society desired. It had to be white. preferably Anglo-Saxon, 
there was no place for coloured people. Second, it brought the colonies 
together in an attempt to achieve this society. Third, Britain t S actions 
helped to reinforce the idea that Australia could look after her interests 
far better than an Imperial Government who had to please the whole of her 
empire. 

The incongruities which resulted from six different administrations helped 
consolidate the belief in the desirability of Federation. 

One unfortunate result of colonial separateness was the creation of different 
railway systems. The situation increased the cost of rolling stock and made 
the transportation of goods and passengers slow and expensive. 

In other areas, such as the 
quarantine services, problems 
administrations. 

Although the years during which the Federation movement made the most headway 
were unusually free of war scares, there was a deeply embedded fear in colonial 
society over Australia t s defence position. Fear of the French led to the 
extension of the English settlement in Australia in the early 19th century, 
and in the latter part of the century the colonies had been faced with the 
economic imperialist moves of the French. Germans. Russians and Americans 
in the Pacific. 

registration of 
were created by 

patents, naturalization and 
the existence of different 

Two particular events in 
the Federation movement. 
the inspection and report 
and defence of Australia. 

relation to defence had important repercussions for 
First. the annexation of New Guinea, and second, 

of Major General Bevan Edwards on the military forces 
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In the 1870s and 1880s, the Pac~fic became the scene of a power struggle with 
one of the objects being New Guinea. Germany was particularly interested 
in this island which strengthened fears in Australia about the protection 
of Australian life and property. In response to this public opinion, the 
Queensland Premier, Sir Thomas McIlwraith, ordered the annexation of New Guinea 
which was carried out on April 4 1884. However, the British Government 
repudiated his actions. All Australia's fears seemed realized when Germany 
annexed the eastern part of New Guinea on December 19 i~84. 
This action by Britain shook colonial faith in the mother country and showed 
the peril of disunion. 

The second event which had important repercussions in the movement for 
Federation was the inspection and report of Major General Edwards on the 
military strength of the Australian colonies. He stated that combined action 
for the defence of the colonies would be more economical and more effective. 
This report formed one of the strongest arguments ever submitted in favour 
of political federation. Defence fears constituted a major force'which helped 
to break down the parochial character of colonial society as these fears were 
experienced by all colonies. 

Moti vated by the extension of German and French powers in the Pac i f i c , and 
the differential atitude of Britain to Australia's defence fears, a Federal 
Australasian Council was set up. 

Victoria, Tasmania, Queensland, Western Australia, and Fiji were represented 
on the Council which met every two years. It had powers to legislate directly 
upon certain matters that were beyond the competence of any individual colony, 
e.g., relations of Australasia with the islands of the, Pacific, ~nd on others, 
e.e., general defence, if they were referred to it by t~e colonies. 

Despite its good intentions, the Council was not a success as it was 
to enforce the provisions passed and New South Wales refused to join~ 
it did represent a recognition of the need of the colonies to have . 

.power l eas 
However, 

a central 
voice on various issues. 

In 1890, representatives of the six colonies and New Zealand met in Melbourne 
where it was agreed to establish a legislative and executive government for 
the whole of Australia, and that each colonial parliament should appoint 
members to form a national Australasian Convention to consider, and draw up, 
a draft of a Federal Constitution. ' 

The convention met in Sydney in March 1891. The draft Constitution Bill that 
was drawn up was substantially different from the Constitution which was put 
into operation ten years later. But it was the basis for all future discussion. 

There were disagreements over the draft including the distribution of powers 
between the two houses, financial arrangements, amendment procedures, all 
of which were set against personal interests, friendships and jealousies. 

The draft of 1891 had a difficult passage through each colonial parliament 
but was accepted with some amendments by Victoria and South Aus t r a l La , It 
was not accepted in New South \vales, where. between 1891 and 1894 there was 
an unstable political situat~on. 

The popular movement which forced Federation proposals from the narrow arena 
of Parliamentary manoeuvre into the broader sphere of popular interests and 
deCision, dates from the 1893 conference of the Australia Natives Association 
(ANA) \vhich decided to foster the formation of Federation Leagues. 

Evidence of this popular interest was a conference inspired by the ANA at 
Corowa in 1893. To it came representatives of the ANA Federation Leagues, 
Progress ASSOCiations, and the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce. At this 
conference, Dr J Quick made a proposal on procedure which was later adopted 
by a Premiers Conference held in Hobart in 1895, and that became, with minor 
variations, the method by which Federation was brought about. The conference 
resolved that each colony pass an act enabling the people to elect their own 
delegates to a new Federation Convention. 
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All colonial parliaments except Queensland. where the question of separation 
of the north had become invol ved in the problem of Federation. passed the 
enabling act. This was followed by a popular election of ten representatives 
from each colony who met in Adelaide in March 1897. 

The South Australian Premier, Charles Kingston, was elected President of the 
Convention. A draft Constitution Bill was prepared by this Convention and 
was the considered by each colonial parliament. The bill, with over 280 
amendments, was then considered by a second session of the convention held 
at Sydney in September 1897, and at Melbourne from January to March 1898. 

In June 1898, referendums were held in New South l~ales, Victoria, Tasmania 
and South Australia. Affirmative votes were recorded in each of the four 
colonies, but in New South ,..,rales the majority was only slender and the "yes" 
vote fell short by about 8,000 of the minimum required by the enabling act. 

After modifications to the draft constitution, designed to render it 
acceptable to New South \~ales, it was passed in five colonies, including 
Queensland, by referendums held during 1899. Queensland's resistance to 
Federation arose from that state's need for Kanaka labour which was against 
the Federalist desire for an all-white Australia. 

A delegation representing the five colonies then went to London to seek 
enactment by the Imperial Parliament. The Colonial Secretary, Joseph 
Chamberlain, instituted some modifications to the Constitution, and placed 
pressure on the Western Australian Government to join the five other colonies. 

Hestern Australia had hesitated from joining the union because agricultural, 
pastoral and commercial interests believed the colony was still too undeveloped 
and they called for certain concessions such as tariff protection, but the 
other colonies would not concede to the requests. Final acceptance by Western 
Australia was prompted particularly by goldfields agitation ¥ . 
The Bill received Royal Assent in July 1900. 

) 
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