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CARSS COTTAGE MUSEUM is open each Sunday and Public Holiday
(Except Good Friday and Christmas Day)
From 1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. Admission - Adults $2.00 - Children 50 cents.
Groups by special arrangement - contact Joan Hatton or Beryl Butters.
MEMBERSHIP OF KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY is $6.00 per
annum (Single) or $9.00 per annum (couple)

RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP IS NOW DUE. PAYMENT BEFORE OR AT
ANNUAL MEETING ON MARCH 8 WOULD BE APPRECIATED. WE DO
. VALUE YOUR MEMBERSHIP.

MONTHLY MEETINGS.
March 8 - 1.00 p.m. Committee Meeting - held Kogarah School of Arts Bowns
Road,Kogarah.
2.00 p.m. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - held Kogarah School of
Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah. The Election of Office Bearers
will take place at this meeting.
Betty Goodger will give another interesting talk on "The
Letter Book".
April 12 - 1.00 p.m. Committee Meeting - held Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns
Road, Kogarah.
2.00 p.m. General Meeting - held Kogarh School of Arts, Bowns Road,
Kogarah.
Janette Hollebone will give a short talk on W.P. Mac Intosh,
the well-known Sculptor, who at one time lived in English
Street, Kogarah.
OUR SOCIETY IS OFTEN BEING CRlT1CIZED BECAUSE WE DON'T APPEAR
1NTUESTBD IN THE l'.aBRVATlON OF OLD BUILDINGS ETC. THIS IS
CERTAINLY NOT THE C4SE. WE JUST NEED MEMBERS TO PUT THIS ON
THD. AGENDA AND FOLLOW UP ANY JlEQUESTS WE GET FOil SUI'POllT.
1 CAN ASSllRE YOU MEMBEU OF OUR COMM11TEE ARE ALREADY
WO...nNG TO CAPACITY BOTH FOR THE SOCIETY AS WEll AS OTHER
COMMITMENTS.
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MUSEUM ROSTER.
March 4 ------ Beryl Butters and Thellie Tatum.
11 ------ Trudy Johns and Ken Johns,

April

May

June

25 ------ Flo Pilot and Gilda Tillia
1 ----- Jack Lean and Ken Grieve
8 ----- Rae Reed and Norrene Burns
15 ---- Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone
16 ---- Easter Monday - Volunteers please.
22 ---- Trudy Johns and Corallie Lewin
25 ---- Anzac Day - Volunteers please.
29 ---- Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum
6 ---- Flo Pilot and Gilda Tillia
13 ----- Jack Lean and Ken Grieve
20 ----- Betty Goodger and lanette Hollebone
27 ---- Rae Reed and Norrene Burns
3 ---- Trudy Johns and Corallie Lewin
10 ---- Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum
17 ---- Betty Goodger and lanette Hollebone.

Please contact Beryl Butters - 9580 6954 - if date is unsuitable.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT.
As my three year term as President ends I would like to thank: all those who have
supported me in so many ways during this time. Although our Committee has been
few in number we have worked happily and well together and have done a lot for the
Society. loan Hatton, in her very capable way, has done a tremendous lot in her role
as Secretary and also with displays at the Museum. Flo Pilot has been a very capable
Treasurer for three years, but is now standing down because of other commitments.
We do appreciate all her work. We know she is still going to remain an active
member. Corallie Lewin, although comparatively new, is spending a lot of time down
at the Museum. She and Trudy Johns started out sorting, restoring and cataloguing
all our needlework and they have done a tremendous job. That being finished
Corallie (being so enthusiastic and seemingly tireless) has started doing the same with
our China and other Utilities, often enlisting her husband's help for odd jobs. Ken
Johns' help is always very much appreciated. Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone
are valuable assets to the Society. They go on Museum Duty once a month - they are
busy sorting and cataloguing books - papers etc. at the Museum - as well as being
willing speakers at other meetings on our behalf. I hope Cath Sullivan will be able to
arrange more outings for us this yeaf.
Jack Lean is still working tirelessly for the Society - particularly with photography.
The Museum is sparkling again now we have a cleaner and displays have been
changed by Corallie. We do need more people for Museum Duty - our list of
volunteers is reduced considerably.
The highlight for the year was the book launch "One Hope, One Flag, One Destiny",
thanks to Beverley Earnshaw for the fme publication.
We look forward to seeing more people at our meetings. I'm sure with your support
our Society will continue to prosper. --- Beryl Butters.
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RULES FOR TEACHERS

1872
1.

Teachers each day will fill lamps, clean chimneys.

2. Each teacher will bring a bucket of water and a scuttle of coal for the day's sessions.
J. MaU your pens carefully. ... You may whittle nibs to the individual taste of the pupils.

4. Men

teachen may 'take one evening eac~ week for courting P'f'Poses, or two ~enings

if they go

_

to church regularly.

5. After len hours in .Jc~ool, the teachers may spend the remaining time reading the Bible or other
good books.
6.

Women t~rs

who I1tQI'7')I 01' engage in IlllUmtly conduct will be dJ~

;.

7. Every teacher should lay aside from each pay a goodly sum of his earnings for his benefit
during his declining year, so that he will not be a burden on SOCiety.

8. Any teacher who smokes, uses liquor in any form, frequents pool or public halls,

or gets shaved

in a barber's shop will give good reason to suspect his worth, intention, integrity and honesty.

''P'

9. The teacher who performs his labour faithfully and without fault for five years will be given an
increase of 2 shillings and sixpence (25 cents) per week in his pay, providing the Board of
Education approves.

RULES FOR TEACHERS
1915
1.

You will NOT marry during 1M terms of your contract.

2. You are NOT to keep company with men.
3. You must be home between the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. unless attending a school function.
4. You may NOT travel beyond lile city limits without the permission of the Chairman of the
Board
5. YOtl may NOT loiter down town in ice-cream stores.

6. You may NOT ride in a carriage or automobile with any man unless he is your father or
~

brother.

i. You may NOT smoke cigarettes.
8.

You may NOT dress in bright colours.

9.

You may, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES,

dye your hair.

I O. You must wear at least two petticoats and your dresses must NOT be any shorter than two .
inches above the anJcJe.áá
'.' -,
11. To keep the school clean you must:

"

-S.....eep the floor at least once daily.
-Scrub the floor with hot, soapy water at least once a week.
-Clean the blackboarda: least once a day.
-And start afire at 7 a.m. so. that the room will be warm by 8 a.m.
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Kogarah Historical Society Inc.
Financial Statement for period 1.2.00 to 31.1.2001

Income
Annual Subscriptions
Museum:

Raffles
Excursions
Donations
Lamington Sale
Transfer of Funds

$464.50
Admissions
Books
Spoons and Badges

$745.35
$469.80
$13.00

Balance - Photocopier
Contra Carruthers

$136.00
$416.70
$45.95

Contra Carruthers

Bank Interest :

St George

CBA

.

,
Total

~

$1,228.15
$145.00
$255.00
$45.10
$92.00

$598.65
$3,000.00
£53.64
i2,.882.04

-"'"
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Expenditure
Australia Post

P.O.Box
Newsletters etc

~77.40
$226.45

G.I.O(Contents & Stock) Fire
G.I.O(Volun.Workers & Public Risk)

$190.06

Telstra
Energy Australia
Insurance

Affiliation Fees
Books for Society
Catering

,..

Re-imburse ofPubh.Sale
Excursions
Museum Improvements

Musewns Australia
Dept of Fair Trading 99/00/01

$69.85
$74.00

Contra Carruthers
Afternoon Tea-Monthly
Christmas Party
Hurstville Historical Society

$416.70
$45.88
$28.90

Mannequin
Display & Reprints-J.Lean
Display,Material.& Cataloguing
(C.Lewin)
Laminating & Photocopies

$800.00
$226.95
$305.05

Misc.& MaintfArchive Boxes
Lamingtons& Refunds
Donations

Administration Expenses :

$286.42

Guest Speakers.
St George Day Appeal
Schl of Arts- Sen.Cits to 31.1.2002
Incidentals
Photo .Paper/T onerlDeveloper

$303.85
$317.60
$114.00

$476.48

$143.85
$26.60

$491.48
$43.50
$236.50

$54.80
$91.96
$20.00
$50.00
$50.00
$154.35
$1,036.16

$1,478.76
$81.00

$120.00

$1,190.51
$22.32
i23.00

~

Door Prizes & Guest Speaker Gifts
Bank Charges

Total

~069.4S

5

RECONCILIATION

Balance as per statement
¥asBank
at 1.2.2000

$11,631.78

LESS
LJ npresented Cheques
( 441012/441013)

$72.50

Total

$ 11,559.28

ADD:
Income

$5,882.04

$ 17,441.32
LESS:
Expenditure

$5,069.45

Bank Balance as per statement

$ 12,371.87

C]fJe\-

as at 31.1.2001
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Financial Position as at 31.1.2001

Commonwealth Bank

St George Bank
6

Working Account

$12,371.87

Carruthers' Grant

$6,843.75

Term Deposit

$60,000.00

-r

GOVT.GRANT REjCARRUTHERS
1.2.2000 TO 31.1.2001
INCQME

Grant

Balance C'wealth Govt: $2,000
State Govt
: $ 5, 000

Catering refunded
Sale of books
Bank Interest
Packing & Postage
Donation

r:

$7,000.00
$74.65
$4.775.00

$96.58
$79.12
$5.00

$12,030.35

$181.95
$416.70
$11,664.75
$120.60
$441.65
$10,039.70
$422.24
$27.10

$23.314.69

EXPENDITURE

Transfer of funds
Catering Re Launch
Professional Research & Writing
Postage
Photocopy, Laminating & Admin. Expenses
Printing
Miscellaneous expenses Re Launch
Bank Charges

RECONCILIATION
Bank Balance as per statement as at 1.2.2000

ADD'
~
Income

$18,128.09

$12.030.35
$30,158.44

LESS:
Expenditure

$23.314.69

Bank Balance as per statement as at 31.1.2001
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THE CARRUTHERS F AMIL Y
The family of John and Charlotte Carruthers consisted of nine children, born between 1836 and 1856.
The youngest was called Joseph Hector; he was an infant when his eldest siblings were being married.
But it was through him that the Carruthers family obtained fame. The many descendants of John and
Charlotte are proud to be part of the extended family of Joseph Hector Carruthers.
Early in life, he
suffered severely from chronic respiratory illnesses and at age 7 his mother sent him to live in the country
at the Macleay River where his sister Sarah and her husband James Wood had a dairy farm. Joseph
always remembered the Woods and regularly visited them and their children throughout his life.
Joseph's parents had decided that he would be "put ... to the law". He studied at University of Sydney,
gaining BA in 1875 and MA in 1879, was admitted as an attorney of the Supreme Court in 1880 and

opened his own legal practice in Pin Street Sydney.
By at least early 1884, he had established himself as a resident of Kogarah. He soon engaged himself in
activities which progressed the development of the district, as the Illawarra railway was then being built.
Soon the farming lands would be subdivided by the developers, a fertile field of endeavour for a solicitor
whose business included conveyancing.
During this.time his mother Charlotte died on 1 June 1884, aged 69 years, following injuries received by
being thrown when alighting from the Forest Lodge tram on the way to visit her son.
The railway to Hurstville was opened on 15 November 1884. Joseph, aged 27, was one of the reception
committee waiting at Hursrville Station to greet the visiting members of parliament and dignitaries.
There were grand celebrations in the whole St George district. Afterwards, Joseph was presented with an
illuninated address on beha1f of the Kogarah Progress Committee, signed by men who would be his firm
supporters in the future - John B Carroll (chair), Patrick English (Hon Sec) and Peter Moore (Hon Treas) ..
The address was in "high appreciation of the great skill and energy displayed by him in organizing and
carrying to a successful issue the Banquet, Ball, Regatta and other Festivities, also the taste exhibited in
the decoration of the Kogarah Station". The Committee wished that "Mrs Carruthers, your family and
yourself may long live to enjoy the benefits we all anticipate from the opening of this Railway".
His initial local activity was incorporation of Kogarah as a municipality. At a public meeting held on
April 7 1884, Joseph was elected as a member of the committee to take the necessary steps. He collected
many signatures for the petititions to the Governor. There were meetings in the St George district during
which Joseph promoted the idea of a St George Council, but there was always immense dissension. The
men of Rockdale, incorporated in 1871, were not going to be taken over by this young enthusiastic man.
Hurstville was hardly developed enough to have an opinion. Joseph at one meeting said that all the
residents of St George had identical interests and they should all work for the benefit of the district and
not be influenced by personal feelings of spite.
One resident of Rockdale was foolish enough to comment at a public meeting that "the Kogarah people
were being led by a little man sometimes known as the stump orator or bush lawyer, and they would find,
if he gained his ends he would take all the loaves and fishes and leave them in the gutter". Joseph replied
in a letter to the Sydney Morning Herald - "I have undoubtedly taken a leading part with the people of
Kogarah in obtaining for them the benefits of incorporation and I am not ashamed either of my action or
my position in that maner. As to my stature which Mr Smyth so politely alludes to, I suppose that
gentleman duly studied and compared it ,wth his own, in view of any possible consequence to himself for.
his coarse remarks. As to my oratory, I have yet to learn that to utter honest and outspoken arguments in
public meetings, in defence of a cause, involves the sneer of those who attempt, but fail to do the same.
"The tenn 'bush lawyer' is one usually applied to those individuals who assume to advise the discourse on
legal matters without having either the education or training, or the authority of a solicitor. If Mr Smyth
puts this construction on his phrase, I shall assuredly give him an opportunity of proving it in a place the
atmosphere of which may be conducive to good manners in him in the future. If, on the other hand, Mr

8

Smyth means by the phrase that as a solicitor 1 reside in the 'bush', I may admit the term, inasmuch as
unfortunately for me I reside in the neighbourhood of that gentleman, and cannot now apply any other

term than 'bush' to a locality, a long residence in which has caused him to forget the language of a
gentleman ... I confidently leave the honesty of my character and purpose to the judgment of those whom I
esteem - all honourable men."
Eventually, Kogarah was incorporated by proclamation of Governor Carrington on 22 December 1885.
The first election was held on J March 1886; Joseph was not a candidate but subsequently the Council
moved to thank Messrs Carruthers, Moore, Carroll, Hermann and Vogel "for their untiring exertions in
their advocacy for incorporation."
Another of Joseph's community interests was the establishment of a School of Arts in Kogarah. He
considered this would provide a service for education of local youth with lectures. library and
entertainment. The first meeting of the committee was held on 4 March 1885 with Joseph as President,
funds were raised, the foundation stone set on 22 May 1886, and the substantial building opened. on 4
March 1887. It was then the largest building in Kogarah and was used for many types of functions.
Kogarah Council chambers were located in the School of Arts from 1887 to 1912.
Joseph married in 1879 to Louisa, the daughter of a solicitor. They had three children - Elsie (born
September 1880), Ida (born 1882) and Jack (born 1883). Elsie died in December 1886, aged 6 years, after
an illness of only two days from the common childhood illness of scarlatina. Joseph wrote later- "In 1886
I had the great misfortune to suffer a great bereavement in the death of a dearly loved little daughter. I am
not exaggerating when I say I was completely broken up by this event and for a time I could not
concentrate my attention to my business or join any social or public activity."
The prolonged grief he experienced was recognised by his friends and one Mark Hammond advised him
to stand for the coming NSW State election. Hammond was not intending to stand again and suggested
that Joseph take his place in the electorate of Canterbury which included the district of St George to
Ashfield and Burwood in the west. Joseph announced his candidature in January 1887, there were four
representatives in each electorate and although an un.known from Kogarah, he impressed the voters with
his eloquence and topped the polls. He therefore always promoted himself as the senior representative for
Canterbury.
After only two years in Parliament, in 1889 Joseph was appointed Minister for Public Instruction in the
Parkes Ministry. During his office of i 1)'2 years, he established Sydney Teachers College, Sydney
Technical College, Technological Museum and annual Arbour Day in schools.
His father, John, died at the home of the son Henry at Forest Lodge on 25 May 1891 in his 85th year, so
he lived to see the son in whom he held so much hope, reach a high position of authority in New South
Wales.
By the early. 1890s, with local population increasing, Joseph's attention was drawn to the desirability of a
Public Hospital in St George. His brother, A G Carruthers, Mayor of Rockdale, had already proposed
establishing a hospital for the district. Joseph took up the project and issued a document calling a public
meeting to be held on 9 July 1891 at Rockdale Town Hall. He said he acted as Senior Parliamentary
Representative 'for the district and wrote that "for some considerable lime past I have noticed with much
concern the great suffering which occurs to persons injured in accidents or in certain types of illnesses
necessitating their removal to a metropolitan hospital. In some cases, as you will perceive, the chances 'or
life are risked by delay and travelling before medical care and attention with proper nursing can be
secured". At the same time, he issued a similar document calling a public meeting in the other major area
of his electorate for the establishment of a public hospital in the western suburbs at Ashfield.
The western suburbs were a little ahead of St George in raising funds. The foundation stone of the
Western Suburbs Cottage Hospital was laid by Mrs Louisa Carruthers on 16 December 1893 and the first
section of 1I grand plan was opened on 15 August 1894. The foundation stone of St George Cottage
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Hospital was laid on 19 May 1894 and the hospital was opened on 16 November 1894. Joseph held the
position of Chairman of SI George Hospital from 1892 to 1911.

Louisa was the third choice to lay the foundation stone at Western Suburbs as the wives of the Governor
and of the Lieutenant Governor were not available. This was perhaps her last official association with
Joseph for he obtained an uncontested divorce from Louisa, in camera, some time in 1895. Joseph and the
two children, Ida and Jack, came to live at Ellesmere at Kogarah Bay. The foundation stone of Western
Suburbs Hospital with the inscription which included the name of Louisa has disappeared with the rest of
the hospital.
The agitation for a local hospital in St George always emphasised the difficulties and distress if local
residents had to be taken to Sydney for treatment especially in the case of accidents and acute emergencies
- by train with an hourly service or by a one and half hour trip by cart over rutted roads. II was therefore
ironic that even with the presence of a local hospital and ready medical attention that his son Jack was to
become a road victim, for on 24 August 1898, when he was riding his bicycle after dark along Rocky
Point Road, coming home, he collided with a sulky and a shaft penetrated Jack's chest. As the sulky
could not carry him, they waited for a tram to take him to the hospital a mile away. Jack died two days
later; a coroner's inquest named the cause of death "injuries accidentally received".
Joseph was then Minister for Lands. The funeral was attended by 2000 persons. Messages of sympathy
and condolence were sent to him from all sections of the community - from the Governor, politicians,
clergy, eminent citizens of Sydney, and from the many organisations especially in S( George with which
Joseph was associated, usually as Patron or President. These messages were retained by Joseph and form
a large file in the Mitchall Library, part of over 150 volumes of papers accumulated by him.
As Minister for Lands, from 1894 to 1899, Joseph was able to bring to fruition a project he had promoted

in his first year in Parliament. Others had tried before him (0 secure the land at Kumell with Cook's
Landing Place as a park reserve. On May 6 1899 Joseph dedicated the Captain Cook reserve at Kumell
for all time as a place of public recreation. In this era of acquisition of local public parks, Joseph accepted
the offer of Edmund English and purchased from him }O acres 2 roods 6 perches which became Kogarah
Park, now containing the 1935 Jubilee Oval. Kogarah Park was gazetted on 18 April 1896, and Joseph
was one of seven local residents appointed as Trustees.
Meetings to discuss Federation were held in the early 1890s until it was finally established that each State
would nominate ten representatives 10 Constitutional Conventions. Joseph was appointed as a NSW
delegate; he received the third highest number of votes after Edmund Barton and George Reid. Joseph
attended the convention in Adelaide, and was responsible for passage of the proposed constitution through
the NSW Parliament. He attended the second convention in Sydney.
He now faced the wrath of John Norton of the Truth who attacked him in an open letter in his newspaper
alleging corruption. The jury in the criminal libel case that followed were unable to agree. Joseph was
released from this strain for within two weeks, on 15 January 1898, he married Alice Burnett of Bexley.
Their honeymoon was spent in Melbourne at the Constitutional Convention. which however was relieved
by a hectic round of social engagements - banquet, garden party, theatre party, excursions to the country.
Alice was twenty years younger than Joseph and only six years older than his daughter Ida.
Over the next ten years, Joseph and Alice had six children, 3 boys and 3 girls. Daughter Alice was born
while Joseph was Premier of NSW and his political colleagues gave her a silver breakfast set) comprised
of a porringer, cup, napkin ring and cutlery). Her descendants presented this set to the NSW Parliament
where it is on display in the Jubilee Room.
Joseph was Premier and Colonial Treasurer of New South Wales from 1904 to 1907, his time best
remembered for his acceptance of D S Mitchell's bequest to found the Mitchell Library. Joseph set the
commemoration stone on 11 September 1906 and despite a change of position due to reconstruction
works, it is still seen high up on the building with Flinders statue nearby. The first of the bush nursing
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establishments in New South Wales was on his property; he had land set aside for a public abattoir at
Homebush to replace that on Glebe Island; he formally opened Central Railway Station; and the Constable
Nelson monument at Collector was built.
Joseph's sons were not old enough to volunteer for the First World War but his daughter Ida was. She
had trained as a nurse and she joined the Army Nursing Service. She served in Egypt and France at the
time of the battle of the Somme. Recently, in a discussion group, a visitor said that one of his
grandfather's stories was that he had been nursed at the Sornme by the Premier's daughter - undoubtedly
Ida. She was accepted in to the younger Carruthers family as their stepsister and as the stepdaughter of
Alice as recognised in the latter's funeral notice of 1961.
Following Joseph's resignation from. the NSW Legislative Assembly in 1908, the Carruthers travelled to
Britain where they were received at Court by King Edward. Joseph was awarded the honour of Knight
Commander of St Michael and St George and knighted at Buckingham Palace. At a welcome home later
in the year by his colleagues in NSW Parliament, Joseph said that he might have put on weight but he
wore the same sized hat. Honours and titles changed him not - he was still the same old Joe.
Kogarah Historical Society has recently published a biography of Joseph Carruthers by Beverley
Earnshaw, with financial assistance of a Commonwealth Federation Community Grant. This man
represented the St George area in the NSW Legislative Assembly for 21 years with a further 24 years in
the NSW Legislative Council until his death in 1932. He contributed much towards the advancement of
St George, New South Wales and Australia. This is the first biography written about him and the book
deserves to be available in every school library in SI George.

In the words of one of his descendants, after reading this biography - "The book was so interesting. I had
no idea that grandfather was so involved in politics for so long, nor did I have an inkling that his father
was a convict - it was certainly a well kept secret."

DR. D. J. HATTON

,
Aggressive people have plenty of "pushing
power" but very little "pulling" power.
I

PK. SHAW

Nothing is as irritating as the
fellow that chats pleasantly while
he's overc.harging you.

KIN HUBBARD

A meeting consists of a group of people who
have little to say - until after the meeting.

rÇ. SHAW
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