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CARSS COTTAGE MUSEUM is open Sundays and Public Holidays (except 
Good Friday and Christmas Day) from 1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

Admission - Adults $2.00 - Children 50 cents. 
Groups by special arrangement contact - Dr.DJ .. Hatton or Mrs. B.Butters. 

MEMBERSHIP OF KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS $6.00 per annum 
(single) $9.00 per annum (couple). 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSIDP! 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS. 
All meetings are now held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah on 

the second Thursday of each month. 
May 10 - I p.m. Committee Meeting. 

2 p.m. General Meeting - Speaker Salvation Officer and Cbaplan 
Stan Moreton. His talk will be about the 
Rats ofTabrouk. This is very topical as this 
Unit is now celebrating its 60th Anniversary and 
Stan Moreton is a well-known speaker. 

June 14 - I p.m. Committee Meeting. 
2 p.m. General Meeting - Speaker Jack Lean - who will show pictures 

and talk about the setting up of the Museum 
and early history ofKogarah. 

Welcome to our new Committee. - Jack Lean is our new President (Jack was a 
Foundation Member of the Society, together with his late Wife, Gwen, both of whom 
worked tirelessly for the Society). Joan Hatton has remained as our hard working 
Secretary. Cath Sullivan is our new Treasurer with the help of Flo Pilot who has served 
her term in this position. 



MUSEUM ROSTER. 

May 6 -- Rae Reed and Norrene Burns 
13 -- Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
20 -- Jack Lean and Ken Grieve 
27 - Flo Pilot and Gilda Tillia 

June 3 - Trudy Johns and Coralie Lewin 
10- Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum 
17 - Janette Hollebone and a friend 
24 -Rae Reed and Norrene Burns 

July 1 - Jack Lean and Ken Grieve 
8 - Flo Pilot and Gilda Tillia 

15 - Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 

Please contact Beryl Butters (9580 6954) if these dates do not suit. 

May Grieve is celebrating her 100th birthday in June. Congratulations and best wishes, 
May. What an achievement for someone who has spent an active life helping others. " 
May was a Primary School Teacher who taught until she was in her sixties. Her photo 
was in the Leader recently when she attended a re-union for old St. George Girls High 
School. 
May taught bark painting, was a judge for bark painting at the Royal Easter Show a 
few times and also wrote a book on bark painting not so many years ago. Over the 
years she wrote many articles for our newsletters and also wrote the book 'Tanasari' 
which told about early life in the South Hurstville area. May has been a member of 
Kogarah Historical Society almost since its beginning and she was made a Life 
Member at our last Annual Meeting . 

. ' 
Those of us who went had a very nice day on Thursday, April 19, when we had a 
coach tour to the Penrith area. We visited the Fire Museum which was very, very 
interesting. We had lunch at the Panthers Club, which is huge. 
We saw the facilities which were used for the Olympic Games for the Aquatic Sports, 
etc. Thanks, Cath, for arranging the day! Maybe we can visit this area again as there 
is so much to see and do . 

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ * ¥¥¥¥¥¥ ** ¥¥¥¥ * ¥¥¥ *.**. 
Bon Voyage to Coralie and Albert Lewin, who are taking off for a wonderful trip to 
Europe. Take care and enjoy yourselves. We will miss you at the Museum! 

BERYL BUTTERS has been awarded a Certificate of Appreciation by the Society for her 
31 years of service to the Society since it was founded in 1970. She has been a member of 
the Executive Committee for the whole of this time, including 5 years as President, 8 years 
as Vice President and 7 years as Honorary Secretary. (She has not yet been Honorary 
Treasurer). At the present time she is the mainstay of the Society, keeping it functioning - 
writing, printing and publishing the newsletter; preparing the roster list for duty at Carss 
Cottage; and taking all the enquiries from Kogarah Council and the public. She is also 
printing and assembling the historical publications of the Society for sale - how about 
some help by others for this job. 

Joan Hatton. 
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"ALL ABOARD" 

The IIlawarra Railway line to Oatley was chosen as the first section of the Sydney railway 
system to be serviced by electric trains. Some thought this may have been due to the 
influence of the local State member of parliament, Mr T J Ley, Minister for Justice when 
the matter was decided. The Hurstville Propeller reported on the coming great day when 
the line was to be opened: 

"Sunday next will be a memorable day in the history of New South Wales, because on that 
day people will travel for the first time in electric trains. It is not so long ago, when there 
was much jubilation on account of the first steam train being put into operation. Up till 
that time horse-drawn vehicles were the only means of travel in this country, so it can 
easily be understood that there was much excitement when the first steam train left Sydney 
for Parramatta. But those trains were nothing like the trains of to-day. And in the march 
of progress another system comes into operation on Sunday - trains without engines; no 
smoke; no grit and no bumps. And the travelling will be faster. This is the age of 
electricity, so electricity must now be the means of conveying people from one place to 
another. The residents of St George have the honor of being the first to travel in electric 
trains, and the first electric train drivers are also residents of the district. 

The work of preparing for this modem service has been going on for a long time. At 
last it is completed, and the result is sure to help considerably in the advancement of this 
district. Next week a regular electric passenger service will be conducted, but there will 
still be some steam trains in operation. It will be about six months before the electric 
trains have the Illawarra service entirely 'on their own'. The only steam trains running 
through Hurstville then will be the South Coast and goods trains. The majority of the 
carriages will be housed in immense sheds, recently erected at Oatley. 

Politicians and press representatives had their first free ride in an electric train last 
Monday, when a train ran from Sydney to Mortdale and back. The train was comprised of 
a steel car and an ordinary converted suburban carriage. The travellers preferred the old 
style of carriage; as at present constructed, the steel carriages are entirely unsuitable for 
Australian conditions. . They are too hot in summer and insufficient ventilation has been 
provided. The windows ought to open more than about nine inches. Ventilators should 
be placed over the doorways at each end of the carriage. This would allow an 
uninterrupted current of air to pass through the carriage near the ceiling. Until these 
ventilators are provided, the foul air has insufficient means of escaping. Riding in these 
carriages is not very comfortable. Perhaps those defects will be remedied later on. Let us 
hope so. 

However, if you are one of those who will travel on the electric trains next week you 
should be careful of one thing - don't attempt to board a moving train. If you do the 
chances are that you will finish your trip in an ambulance on the way to the hospital - or to 
the morgue. Electric trains gather momentum very quickly, travel faster and stop more 
readily. Steam trains move off slowly, consequently many late passengers take the risk of 
jumping aboard while the train is gathering speed. However, don't try the same tricks with 
the electric trains - the first attempt may be your last and only opportunity." 

3 



___ ~~~.~.~áains l\unnin{! to m:i~1ttable l!to-llap 

FIRST PAYING PASSENGERS 011 the J1elV e lectric service, that began on I;;,' 111.,á.' ,;,.1 1. 
1I'-/1~" TIM" hn~rtip.l ,"" rr:ain a r ()"tl,:'l\l (T:u'lnr T''H'I,'u' 'lu.i Ilnh';'("lh I' ~ 1- ¥¥ \" 1 

4 



On Monday, 1 March 1926, the first passenger service began. There was little excitement. 
The Sydney Morning Herald reported - 

"Attracting no more interest than if it were the most common of sights on the 
Sydney-Oatley line, the first electric train to carry passengers in New South Wales left 
Central Railway Station at 7.54 o'clock yesterday morning. Things that would gather 
round them excited and curious crowds in other parts of the world. Sydney passes by 
impassive and disinterested. When an opportunity to travel in an electric train for the first 
time was presented it might have been expected that people would exploit the sensation 
immediately, avidly, enthusiastically. On the contrary, they did not show the least 
preference for the new train, and those who did ride in it bore the experience as though it 
were one of everyday unimportance." 

The Hurstville Propeller agreed - "Although this was the first electric train to be put into 
operation, there was no excitement, the people taking the advent of an electric train in 
quite a philosophic kind of manner. Mr W Haycox, of Hurstville, was the driver, he 
having the distinction of being the first electric train driver in the State. However, only 
one train has as yet appeared on the line, others will be installed as speedily as possibly. It 
is anticipated that the entire IIIawarra suburban service will be electrified this year." 

By the end of 1926, with over 30 complete trains in operation, electric services had been 
extended to Sutherland, Bankstown, St James and National Park. 

Fifty years later, in 1976, there was more interest when commemorations were held at the 
Doug Cross Gardens at Oatley. The official party consisted of the Minister for Transport 
and Highways, the Mayors of both Kogarah and Hurstville Councils and other members of 
parliament. Speeches were made and then there were free train rides - by steam train to 
Central where there was a special display of models and photographs, and back to Oatley 
by the modern double-deck electric train. 

So we looked forward to the celebration of 75 years of electric trains on Saturday 3 
March 2001, this occasion being honoured by the presence of Her Excellency, Professor 
Marie Bashir, the new Governor of New South Wales on her first official engagement. 
The proceedings commenced at 8 a.m. at Central Station, Platform I, with light 
refreshments, music by the NSW Railway band, a short speech by the Governor and a lady 
who had travelled on the electric train on its first day, 75 years ago. Theá Governor then 
achieved an ambition by waving away the Commemorative train while calling out "All 
Aboard". There were two trains - Commemorative train and a Celebration train. 

On arrival at Oatley, people asernbled in the Oatley Memorial Gardens for further short 
ceremonies. The Governor mixed freely among the crowd, both on the station platforms 
and in the park, frequently stopping to talk and take note of name badges, so addressing 
people by their first names. She was accompanied by her husband, Sir Nicholas Shehadie. 
She has had much experience, in her profession as a graduate in medicine from University 
of Sydney, as Clinical Professor of Psychiatry having received the Order of Australia in 
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1988 for services to child and adolescent health, especially mental health. She has also 
had experience in public life as the Lady Mayoress of Sydney when Sir Nicholas was Lord 
Mayor from 1971 to 1973, which included the gala opening of the Sydney Opera House 
by the Queen. She is the third female Governor in Australia, the others being Dame Roma 
Mitchell in South Australia and Mrs Leneen Forde in Queensland. 

Refresnments were served in the Park by local business firms and the Lions. More 
speeches were made, the Governor complementing Historical Societies on their activities 
in preservation of the past. A Commemorative Headboard was presented to the Manager 
of Oatley Station, who said that all the passengers at Oatley were his family and friends. 
(The platforms at Oatley Station had been swept at least three times that morning because 
of this important occasion). 

This was a happy and well organised occasion. Towards the end, a few spots of rain 
occurred and ponchos were handed out to the crowd. Thank you, State Rail. 

j 
j 

References: Hurstville Propeller: February 26, 1926; March 5, 1926 
Sydney Morning Herald: March 2, 1926 
Photos from The Sun, March 1, 1926 
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