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CARSS COTTAGE MUSEUM is open Sundays and Public Holidays (except
Good Friday and Christmas Day) from 1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.
Admission - Adults $2.00 - Children 50 cents.
Groups by special arrangement contact - Dr.DJ .. Hatton or Mrs. B.Butters.
MEMBERSIDP OF KOGARAH IDSTORICAL SOCIETY IS $6.00 per annum
(single) $9.00 per annum (couple).
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MONTHLY MEETINGS.
All meetings are now held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah on
the second Thursday of each month.
September 13 -1 p.m. Committee Meeting.
2 p.m. General Meeting - Speaker - Mr. Skinner - Carss Park Life
Saving and Swimming Club. (This will be
an interesting talk about early days at Carss
Park - he has already donated some memorabilia for the Museum.
October 11 - 1 p.m. Committee Meeting.
2 p.m. General Meeting - Speaker - Major Stan Moreton - "The Seige
¥
of Tobruk".

WHERE HAVE ALL THE TREES GONE!! THIS MAY WELL BE OUR CRY IN A
FEW YEARS. You may have seen recent publicity regarding Kogarah Council
considering allowing trees to be cut down indiscriminatorily on public or private land
just to allow some people to get a better water view or etc. Copies of the Draft Tree
Preservation Order can be obtained from Kogarah Council Customer Service or any of
the Libraries. If you are a resident - now is the time to act.
,~
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-MUSEUM ROSTER.
September 2 - Jack Lean and Ken Grieve
9 - Open Day at Museum - 30th Birthday Celebrations
(see enclosed invitation)
16 - Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone
23 - Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum
30 - Rae Reed and Norrene Burns
October 7 - Flo Pilot and Gilda Tillia
14 - Jack Lean and Ken Grieve
21 - Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone
28 - Trudy Johns and Coralie Lewin
November 4 - Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum
11 - Rae Reed and Norrene Burns
18 - Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone
Please contact Beryl Butters (9580 6954) if these dates do not suit.

1897 Constitutional Role Play

The Kogarah School of Arts has seen many different
functions since it was
opened 114 years
ago.
The event
held on Friday,
10 August 2001
1897 Const i t ut iona l Role Play - must be unique in its concept.
Councillor
Anne Field had been awarded a Fellowship by the Parliamentary Education Office
and she chose this subject
as her project
to celebrate
the Centenary of
Federation in Kogarah.
Also honoured was Joseph Carruthers,
the local member
for St George, who was elected by the people of New South Wales as one of
their ten delegates to the conference in Adelaide.
Anne was able to persuade member-s of the St George commun:ity to play roles
in a presentation
of the actual
speeches and comments taken from Hansard.
The participants
assembled in Gray Street,
Kogarah, and walked to the School
of Arts along Queens Avenue, surely a picture
of elegance in their
dress
sui table for the period and occasion.
Although onl y men were del egates to
the Conference,
the lad:ies were well represented
as role players with a
selection
of prominent local
people and well known members of women's
movements around Feder at i on times,
presenti ng their
Ii fe stories
and
interests.
St George Girls High School students assisted
on the night and many others
were involved
in sponsorship
and assistance
with their
special
talents.
The role players enjoyed this unique entertainment
as well as the audience.
Proceeds from the eveni ng were donated to the St George Hospital Operating
Theatre Equipment Fund.
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New South Wales Delegates
The Honourable Sir Joseph Abbott KCMG, (Speaker, Legislative Assembly)
- David Delaney, Actor, Guild Theatre.
Edmund Barton QC - Robert McClelland, MP for Barton, Shadow
Attorney-General.
The Honourable Joseph Carruthers MLA, (Minister for Lands) - Brian
Shaw, Peakhurst School of Arts, local historian.
William John Lyne, Esquire MLA - George Houvardas,
Australian Theatre for Young People.

Actor, The

The Honourable Richard O'Connor, QC, MLC - Stephen Clements, Director
of Development and Health, Kogarah Council.
The Honourable George Reid, MLA (Premier) - Dr Phil Taplin, local GP
and Lecturer at St. George Hospital, Rotary Club of Bexley.

South Australian Delegates
The Honourable Sir John Downer KCMG, QC, MP - Gary Sawyer, General
Manager, Kogarah Council.
The Honourable Frederick Holder MP (Treasurer) - Ron Kutcher,
Management Committee Member, Kogarah Community Services and
Taxation Manager, Sydney Airports Corporation Limited.
The Honourable Charles Kingston QC, MP (Premier) - Bob Smart, Actor,
Guild Theatre.

Tasmanian Delegate
Honourable Sir Edward Braddon, KCMG, MHA (Premier) - Daniel Cooper,
Actor, Guild Theatre.

Victorian Delegates
The Honourable Alfred Deakin, Esquire MLA - Tim Daley, Lawyer, Colin
Daley and Quinn.

.

William Trenwith, Esquire MLA - Matthew Destry, Nurse/Operating
Theatres Staff, S1. George Hospital.
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The Honourable Isaac Isaacs MLA, (Attorney General) - Mike Sommerville,
Lawyer, Simpson and Harrison.
Henry Higgins, Esquire MLA - Brent Thomas, Industrial Relations Lawyer,
Oatley resident and staff member of Minister for Roads and Transport, Carl
Scully.
The Honourable Sir George Turner KCMG, MLA (Premier) - Robert
Djundja, Lawyer, Xenos and Jordan.
The Honourable Sir William Zeal KCMG, (President Legislative Council) Barry Lovat, President P&C, St. George Girls' High School, Kogarah.

Western Australian Delegate
The Honourable Sir John Forrest KCMG, MLA (Premier ,Colonial Secretary,
and Colonial Treasurer) - Peter Martyn, Kogarah Bay Progress Association.
AND
¥

¥

Governor and Commander in chief of the Colony of NSW and its
Dependencies, His Excellency The Right Honourable Henry Robert
Viscount Hampden - Alf Abbott, State Emergency Services, Kogarah.
Clerk of the House, Edwin Blackmore, Esquire -Shaun Daley, Kogarah
Local Area Command, NSW Police Service.

Female Roleplayers
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥

Mrs Maybanke Wolstenholme Anderson - Chris Searle, Guild Theatre
Mrs Sarah English - Mrs Ann Abbott, Teacher's Aide, Blakehurst
Resident
Mrs Vida Goldstein - Mary Zikidis, Rotary Club of Kogarah and St.
George Vision, Optometrists
Mrs Margaret Larnrock ::.. Mrs J Devine, Larnrock Committee
representative and former Kogarah Council Councillor
Miss Elizabeth Moore - Councillor Anne Field, St. George Girls' High
School Teacher
Mrs Annie Nielsen - Daniela Santucci, Kogarah Council staff member
Miss Rose Scott - Geraldine Daley, Solicitor, Colin Daley and Quinn
Miss Catherine Spence - Christine Welsh, Kogarah Resident
Mrs Jane Vogel- Ms Fay Samuel, representing former female Kogarah
Councillors
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MEMORIES OF PENSHURST AND MORTDALE
An interview with John Thomas (Jack) Kelly aged 93, born May 18, 1908 and Elsie Mavis
Kelly (nee Bryant) aged 90, born July 5, 1911, early residents of St. George.
Jack Kelly was born at Chippendale NSW in 1908, son of Lewis Kelly and Marian
Benny Watson, and moved to Mutual Road, Mortdale in early childhood. He attended
Mortdale Primary School where his teacher was Miss Owen, and Hurstville Junior
Technical School before being apprenticed as an electrical fitter on the railways at the age
of 14. In later years he ran his own business as an electrical contractor. Mortdale in those
days was known as The Valley of Death, i.e. Mort = death, dale = valley.
During World War II, he served 3V2 years in the R.A.A.F. and because of his
trade was assigned as ground crew, mostly at Bankstown and Darwin.
He well remembers Judd's brickworks which employed local men. As a child he
played in Judd's paddock which had creeks that were deep enough to swim in. The
paddock was where the horses that pulled Judd's brick wagons and also the Mortdale Fire
Brigade horses were pastured. It was also where the local boys played cricket.
The Mortdale Fire Brigade was much admired by local residents. The volunteer
firemen were only paid when fires broke out, and if some ran a little short of money,
they were not averse to lighting a fire in the bush themselves which the local brigade
would have to attend. The fire horses were very well trained. As soon as the fire bell
rang, not only the volunteers would arrive but all the local people would turn out to see
the fire horses come charging out of the station with the firemen aboard the tender.
Boys would take the train across to Como Pleasure Grounds to go fishing off the
breakwall. There was a little store there where they could buy 'goodies'. There were
oyster leases which all had signs warning people not to touch the oysters.
Jack went to Sunday School at St.Peters Mortdale. He took part in concerts there
and won a prize for reciting a poem he wrote.
When he was about 15, he traded in his push bike and paid £5 extra to buy his
first motor bike. It was a push start Triumph, belt driven with no gears. It was push,
start, then jump on. He once took a girl for a ride on the back, but the bike stalled and he
couldn't restart it with the girl aboard, so she had to walk home.
His next motor cycle was an Indian and he joined the Indian Motor Cycle Club at
Hurstville. They did acceleration trials on public roads and sometimes crossed Georges
River on the Lugarno Punt to get to the quiet roads on the other side, or they went motor
cycle racing at Liverpool. He did well because his motor cycle had been designed to have
a sidecar so it was slightly more powerful. He took his licence test at Kogarah.
Jack's father was Lewis Kelly. He couldn't read or write, but he played the
concertina. He was a French Polisher by trade and worked for the Beale piano company
polishing pianos. He also French polished coffins.
Throwing an iron quoit was a popular past time in Lewis Kelly's time, but its
popularity had waned by the time Jack grew up. Quoits contests were usually in the back
yard of a hotel. If your partner beat you, you had to buy him a drink.
Wood chopping was very popular and Jack remembers contests at Hurstville Oval.
They were often held in conjunction with a carnival.
There was competition rowing on Georges River and a popular local rower was
Mr.Charlton.
Lewis Kelly raced homing pigeons but sold them when Jack was about 8. Jack
took up the sport for a few years before he met his wife. Jack had three sisters.

5

2

Elsie Mavis Bryant was born on July 5, 1911, the daughter of Arthur Edward
Bryant and Mary Jane Crocker Potts. Her great great grandparents had immigrated from
England aboard the Westminster, arriving in Australia on June 26, 1838.
Known as Mavis, she was born at Victoria Avenue, Penshurst where she lived all
her life and went to Hurstville Public School. She had two older brothers, but as the
eldest daughter in a family of eight children she was forced to leave school at the age of
13 to help in the house. She continued going to night school at Kogarah where she
learned sewing and they did physical exercises in the school hall.
Her father, Arthur Bryant, had been a plasterer, but in the 1920s he opened an
Estate Agency in Ormonde Parade, Hurstville. Mavis went to work in the office until
she married JoOO Thomas Kelly on July 25, 1931 in St.Johns Church of England,
Penshurst, the church she had attended all her life.
The Bryant home was rather large. It had three bedrooms and two sleepout
verandahs. There was no electricity. They had kerosene lamps, candles, fuel stove,
treadle sewing machine and there was a bath in the laundry.
The family had a holiday weekender at Oyster Bay. To get to it they travelled in
their own buggy which, with two bench seats and a hood, was a prestige vehicle in those
days. Father, Mother and all the children would climb aboard and cross the Georges
River on the Tom Uglys Point Punt.
Both Jack and Mavis remember waiting for hours for the punt. The punt operator
would never come across the river empty, and even though there might be a long queue
on one side, he would wait for a vehicle coming the other way before he crossed over.
While they waited, the crowds usually had a good time. There was often someone with an
accordion and there would be community singing or dancing. When they went to Cronulla
on the steam tram, there was always hearty singing as the tram went along.
She and Jack loved to go to the dances held in St.Georges Hall Mortdale or
Hodgson's Hall Penshurst. Hodgsons 'had a pianola on which they played the dance
music. Sometimes it would break down and Mr & Mrs Hodgson would be on their knees
at the back trying to fix it. Admission to a dance cost sixpence.
Sometimes larrikin lads from Mortdale would request a "Twilight Waltz" i.e. a
waltz with the lights out. Under cover 'of darkness, other young men who did not have
the admission price would sneak into the hall and when the lights came back on there had
been an amazing increase in the male presence.
Rowing or social tennis were the only sports available to girls in those days.
Running races for girls were usually a feature of carnivals or organized picnics,
Sometimes they went to a silent movie in Hurstville. There was always a pianist to
provide mood music and the audience really got carried away with excitement even
though there was no dialogue.
.
In their senior years, Jack and Mavis live at the Brentwood Village at Kincurnber,
and were interviewed at the home of their daughter, Mrs.Pam Ward, 8 Terrace Avenue,
Sylvania Heights. Their daughter, Coral Robinson, arranged the interview.
Beverley Earnsh.aw, July 9, 2001
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Last year, when the School of Arts was not available
for our uleecing, we met in Carss cottage at Carss Park.
Our Secretary, Joan Hatton, was then preparing material
.
that is now on display'at the cottage. The di~~lay ~~ ~~0UC
the founding of the Kogarah School of Arts and its operation
over the years 1887-1978. She showed us a sturdy bound
voluwe, containing copies of letters sent by the secretary
of the School of Arts on pages of thin, slightly transparent
paper.
This was a letter book and the paper was onion skin
paper. These were terms áunfamiliar to our members.
They were common~lace to me, for I had seen many in
ay work as an archivist, dealing with the ousiness records
of firuls o~er~ting in &SW long ago. It made me very aware
of now ~!uch office procedure has changed.
In today's world, instead of a letter, ~eo~le may
use a tele?hone or an e-illBil!
But copies may be necessary. A few decades ago, a
typist would roll papar and carbon paper into her maclline,
anti make several copies at once. Photocopiers are readily

-.
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available.
But how did one make a copy before
of these devices?

the invention

All letters were written by hand, using a pen and
ink. So a copy had to be made by hand and always with the
knowledge that the copy might not be accurate. So men sought
ways to make accurate copies more easily.
Sorue weird and wonderful inventions were made, but
there is no record of the inventor of the letter press
procedure. I was surprised to find how old it was, for
it was in use in the 18th century.
Be n j a.n.i n Franklin used it to copy his Le tt e r s t
Franklin lived from 1706-1790;
o e wa s .. prin ter I scholar,
inventor and statesman and author of the constitution
of the USA in 1776.
I have included a diagram to show how the process
worked. Gasicly a piece of onion skin paper was placed
over the letter, dampeIled and pressed to transfer a copy
onto the onion skin paper.

It was probably a job for the office boy at the end
of the busineDs day. Just imagine the stress until he
guaged ~he correct aillount of da.npncss required for a
legible copy.
Every office had a letter press, slnall hut heavy and
screwed down by hand. But since men like to save effort,
as early as 1795 a hydraulic press was invented by Joseph
Bramah.
At first the system produces a loose piece of paper
as the copy and so the ~roblGm of filing letters arose.
I twas Jalnes ~'Ja tt who Degan the "scrapbook" prac tice
of tipping loose copies into a book, suggestins it b~ done
in date order. '.chis is the same James ~~att\ "VI8 as;:;ocl.a.ce
with steam engines.
he nad also published a book in 1dlti
in Birmingham entitled "Oirections for using the Patent

However letter book~ were soon in use after William
Bell of Edinburgh patented his book of blank pa~es in
1 H 1 5.
"Jhen handling our own letter book, me.nbe r s coouue n t ed
on tne sturdy bindinl.j. It was desis-ned to be used in the
ress.
The ~ages on which the copies were ruade were of thin
but strong, rather trans~arGnt paper. Onion skin paper
is defined oy the O~D as a vary thin smooth translucent
paper.
Tile use of the letter press gradually ceased as offices
introduced typewriters, but it lingered on even to the
19505 in sorue firms, because a letter press copy was
accepted in a law court as an exact copy_
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OnCG tIl;:;' letter uook and th~ letter pre£s had a place
in every office,
1l()~
they are .uu s eu.n p Le ce s ,
~nis one item in our Carss cottage Museum gave me
an enormous amount of interest.
It started loe on a research
to learn more about the procedure, and led me searching
for the date of the invention of carbon paper, the
co.nme r c i a L use of the typewriter and through its
Ln t.r ou uct Lon of wo.ne n into t.h e wo.r kf or ce , the status of

wowen.
I wonder if other items in our MuseuIIl have s i m i La r
effects on so.ue of our visitors?
Even if memo r i.e s of f o rme r
ways are revived, I fancy it justifies our collection in
Carss cottage.

Beiore P_lotocopyiny : the art and history of mechanical
copyiny 1780-1938. by Barbara J.RllOD8S and William Wells
Oak Knoll Pre3s, Dclawdr~ 1999
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copying books from the American Impression Book Comp
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The Copying Press Process
An illustration of the assembled materials
used in the letter copying press book
or single sheets in the
~].
making of a file copy.

LAYER 1 Waterproof oiled paper keeps the moisture f
migrating upward.
2

3
4

5

LAYER 2 Damp copying doth used for dampening co:
tissue with water; may be omitted if tissue is dampen
with brush and blotted.
LAYER 3 Unsized, thin transparent copying tissue.
LAYER 4 Original document written with copying ink
indelible pencil, or a copyable, indelible typewriter ril:
LAYER 5 Waterproof oiled paper keeps the moisture fr
migrating downward.

The Parts of a Copying Press
BALL HANOI
l-lANDLES/WHEELS.Early presses had straight
or ball handles. They were sometimes called
weighted lever, arm, or bar handles. In the early
1860s, the wheel came on the market. However
presses continued to be furnished with straight
or ball handles, as well.

)

')
~

.._

STRAIGHTH.

THE YOKE, ARCH, OR BRIDGE
SCREW OR SPINDLE

FINIALS, NU1'S,

OR

Sometimes called the crOSS}
crossbar and described as 0
arched or square-arched.
LUGS
BALL AND SOCKET ATTACHM.
The ball is a t the end of the,
The cap, socket, step, or foo:
attached to the uppE~r plater
machine screws or cast to th

COLUMNS, GUlDEPOSTS [sic), PILLARS,
OR STANDARDS. Note that on certain
presses, such as the ones pictured
below right, a cast or separate piece
is located at the base of the column.
When fitted, this piece is known as a
boss and is usually made of brass.
UPPER PLATEN OR PRESSING
PLATE. Also sometimes referred
to as the follower.

(Drawings by Sarah Smith.)

Boss

BED PLATE OR BASE. Sometimes called lower
platen or rower pressing plate or bottom arch,

SHORT ARCH (YOKE). Arch
runs short way of bed plate.

LONG ARCH (YOKE).
runs long way of be

.
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