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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCI ETY 
INCORPORATED 

~'b. ~.1'~~~~1.1f'~~.Postal Address: P. O. Box 367, Kogarah, 1485 
~--:'_'4~~~~ 

.. :~~~ NEWSLETTER 

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2002. 

Patron: The Mayor of Kogarah. Life Patron K.R.Cavanough A.M. J.P. 

President - Mrs. B. Butters - 95806954 
Vice Presidents: Mrs. B. Goodger and Mrs. J. Hollebone 
Hon. Secretary - Mrs. 1. Hollebone - 9529 7117 
Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. C. Sullivan - 95796149 
Newsletter Editor: Mrs. B. Butters 95806954 

CARSS COIT AGE MUSEUM is open Sundays and Public Holidays (except 
Good Friday and Christmas Day) from 1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

Admission - Adults $2.00 - Children 50 cents. 
Groups by special arrangement contact - Mrs. C. Lewin or Mrs. B.Butters. 

MEMBERSHIP OF KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS $6.00 per annum 
(single) $9.00 per annwn (couple) 

MONTHL Y MEETINGS. 

, 
\ 

All meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah on the 

I second Thursday of each month. 

SEPTEMBER 12 - 1 P.M. COMMITTEE MEETING 
2.30 p.m. GENERAL MEETING. 
Speaker - Dr. Peter Orlovich - "Street, Road & Place names of 
Kogarah". Peter has been working for Kogarah Council for 1-112 
years developing Council Archives. He is an adviser to the 
Geographical Names Board. 

OCTOBER 10 - 1 P.M. COM:MITTEE MEETING 
2.30 P.M. GENERAL MEETING 
Speaker - Beverley Earnshaw - "Convict Work Gangs" 

... ... ... ... ... ... 
VALE - We regret to tell you that our much loved member, May Grieve, passed away 
on 20th July. In our last edition we wished her a happy 101st Birthday which she 
celebrated on 24th June. We have included a tribute to her in this Newsletter. 
Many members attended the Funeral service at South Hurstville Gospel Chapel on 
29th July. 
We extend our sincere sympathy to her family. 



HISTOR Y WEEK. 

English Street precinct guided walk 10 a.m. - 11.30 a.m. Sunday 15th September. 
Meet at comer of Railway Parade and English Street, Kogarah. A walk down 
English Street will contrast 19th Century buildings with modem development. 
Guides will be Beverly Earnshaw and Betty Goodger and cost is $2.00 per adult 
And 50 cents per child. 

MUSEUM ROSTER. 

September 1 - Rae Reed and Norrene Bums 
8 - Coralie Lewin and Ken Grieve 
15 - Trudy Johns and Gilda Tillia 

~ Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
29 - Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum 

October 6 - Rae Reed and Norrene Burns 
13 - Coralie Lewin and Ken Grieve 
20 - Trudy Johns and Gilda Tillia 

~Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
November 3 - Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum 

10 - Rae Reed and Norrene Bums 
~oralie Lewin and Ken Grieve 
c_:7etty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 

(Please contact Beryl Butters - 95806954 if date unsuitable) 

MA Y ELSIE GRIEVE (Known to us as MAY) 
24th June 1901 - 20th July 2002. 

May, together with her son, Ken, have both been long time members of our Society. 
Both went on duty.at.our Museum regularly. May served on.our ... Committee.for.maay. " 
years. She helped at working bees at the Museum. She did china painting and bark 
painting and crocheting - she believed you should never be idle. May taught bark 
Painting as well as being judge of hark painting at the Royal Easter Show for a few 
years. 

In 1988 May had a book published on bark painting. This was an immediate sell out. 
May was a member of the Sydney Writers Guild and over the years she wrote many 
articles for our Newsletters. May was a member of Kogarah Senior Citizens. She 
worked 
tirelessly for the Epilepsy Association of NSW. 
May was a Life Member of our Society - She was a recipient of the Premier's Award. 
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May had four sons, Ken, Don, Jack and Bob, and one daughter, Val. Her husband, 
Frank, predeceased her by many years, but I don't think May ever got over the sudden 
deaths 
of her two sons, Don and Jack, in recent years. 
Her eldest son Ken (who lived with his Mother and did so much for her), contributed 
the following tribute - 
In memory of my dearest mother, May Grieve. 
My Mother, Mary Elsie Grieve, nee Marcusson, was born' at Rarnsgate on the 24th June 
1906. 
She attended school at Ramsgate for a short period. When her parents moved from 
Rarnsgate to Baldface in 1906, she was five years of age. She completed the rest of her 
primary school education at Blakehurst. In later years she was to return to both 
Blafehurst and Rarnsgate as a teacher . 

. At {hat time there were only three houses in the Baldface area and Princes Highway 
was little more than a track through dense bush to Tom U glys Point. 
Houses gradually began to be built on or near the water by wealthy people whose main 
Residence was in or near Sydney. The houses ons the water around Baldface were 
used 
as "Weekenders". 
The Principal at Blakehurst Public School was a Mr. Dunlop who had one other 
teacher 
to assist him teach all of the six classes. I think Mr. Dunlop taught grades 4,5 and 6 
and 
the assistant teacher taught grades 1,2 and 3. 
When Mum commenced high school I think she attended Kogarah Girls High School. 
In 1916 she was transferred to St. George GirlsHigh School and was one of the pupils 
who had the honour of being in the first class to be taught at that school which opened 
in 1916. 
She was a proud member of the St. George Old Girls Union. 
After completing her studies at St. George she did her training as a chool teacher at 
Hereford House. I think her first appointment was at Mortdale Public School. The 
next appointment was at Carlton South Public School. She was then transferred to 
Mulbring Public School in the Hunter Valley. When I attended the sesquicentenary 
celebrations inOctober 1999, with Mum, I learnt that Mulbring was the ninth school to 
open in New South Wales. In 1999 it was the seventh oldest school in the state as two 
of the other schools had closed. About the end of 1923, Mum was transferred from 
Mulbring to Blakehurst and taught there with Mr. Dunlop, (still the Principal of the 
school). He had been her teacher during the days she was a pupil at Blakehurst. 
Gwen Coxhead was a pupil at Blakehurst when Mum taught there and Mum often said 
what a bright pupil Gwen was. Lthink Mum's remark is confirmed by the many 
"letters to the editor" Gwen used to have published in the Propellor. 
Because of the Married Teachers Act, Mum was forced to resign her position with the 
Education Department when she married on 12th January, 1929. 
I was the first of mum's five children, all of us were Depression Babies. Although my 
Father was out of work for about seven years we survived. Dad took over the work on 
his father's orchard at Kellyville for a few years until my Grandfather had to sell the 
ten acre orchard for six hundred pounds when he retired from working for a living. 
Dad then moved to Pendle Hill where he tried to manage on a poultry farm. Dad used 
to say it was hard to earn a living on a farm because often there was little left after 
paying cartage to get the goods to market. 
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In 1937 Dad got a job as a conductor on the Connells Point Buses with a Mr. Leach 
who was the proprietor of the Hurstville/Connells Point Bus Company. 
In 1941 Mum was asked by the Education Department to do a refresher course and 
resume as a teacher. This was during the war years when a lot of male teachers enlisted 
in the armed forces. She taught at Ramsgate School for twelve years until she was 
transferred to South Hurstville School for a further twelve years. She retired from 
South Hurstville when she reached sixty five years of age in 1966. 
It was not long, however, before she was invited to resume teaching as a relief teacher. 
A day or two at one school, a week or so at another. Before long she was teaching 
long periods at the one school and the last two or three years until her retirrnent in 1971 
at seventy years of age, were at Sylvania Heights Public School. 
Mum once told me that she loved teaching the children and she was very reluctant to 
retire' even at seventy years of age. 

Ken Grieve. 

Her methods of teaching proved very popular with students and one, Kevin Skelsey, 
Blakehurst class of 1943, established a scholarship in her honour when she turned 100. 
Mr. Skelsey said Mrs. Grieve had a talent for inspiring students. 

... ... ... * 
MY COMPUTER NOW 
HASA SPELL CHECK 

Eye halve a spelling chequer 
It came with my pea sea 

It plainly Marx four my revue 
Miss steaks eye can knot sea. 

Eye strike quay and type a word 
And weight four it two say 

Weather I eye am wrong oar write 
It shows me strait a weigh:" '. ----~- 

As soon as a mist ache is made 
It nose bee fore two long 

And eye can put the era rite 
Its rare lea ever wrong. 

Eye have run this poem threw 
I am shore your pleased two no 
Its letter-perfect awl the weigh 
My chequer tolled me sew. 

... 
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~E NEWSLE'rTER 

Kogarah Historical Society began publishing its 
Newsletter in October 1970. It appeared monthly, combining 
December and January from 1977 and changed to bimonthly 
on July 1985. . 

Some members may not be aware:that articles on local 
history are indexed b~ subject. The index is available' 
on the cards in the catalogue of books and pamphlets, both 
at Carss cottage and in the Local Studies Section of Kogarah 
Municipal Library. This work ceased after the death of 
Elaine Howard. . 

Recently Betty Goodger completed a selective subject 
index to the Newsletter from 1986 to August 2002. It will 
be continued and should be useful for researchers. 

This index is also available at Carss cottage and 
Kogarah Library. 

With the cooperation of Alison Grellis, the Local 
Studies Librarian, there is also a 33 page printout of 
the Index. Let us know if you would find a copy useful. 

B. GOODGER 

MUSEUM NEWS 

Our special display on the Carss Park Lifesaving Club has now been replaced with a display 
featuring the mteresttng jacket and skirt that was the subject of my talk at our July m('cting . 
The display also featu res an assortment of ladies undergarments from the late 19th to early 20th 
centuries and other items that would have made an essential contribution to a ladv's aooearance. 
Gwen Coxhead's wedding dress remains an important and enduring exhibit and is ~accompanied 
by ntnp.r items ~.nc:l photographs. 
Worth seeing are two late 19thc.embroidered pictures that have been in the Museum for some 
time arid have nnw hf>f>n beaurtfutlv framed - these are ::ll~o in this clisnl~v. ~ , ~ 

We have had four Groups visit Since your last Newsletter as well as a large group () 20) children 
from McCallums Hill School. 
There has also been an increase in the number of vtsrtors on Sundays tn spite of the winter. 
weather. 

Since its 'big clean up' the outside kitchen at the Museum has been put to good lI::>C on our 
"Mnnrtavs ar the MIJSp.lIm" when ::l snp.r.irll morntnc tP.~ is st':TVPcl in the r.o1lrtv::luL Ou r snp.::lkcá~r for 
the July "M at the M" was DaphneKtngston anl'her talk on Identifying Old Buildings began 
with a walk around the Cottace while Daohne oointed out some of its tnterestins features. Then 
It was inside to settle down afi'd hear the rest of her talk and see her sketched ill~strations. 
It was a first time visit to the Museum for some of our visitors and their commen ts were more than 
encouraging. 
Our next Mondavs at the Museum Is on September 23rd and our speaker will be Heather Jovnes . 
Heather will talk- about some of our own acquisitions as well as items from her own collection of 
annque np.f>cllp.wnrk roots. 

Don't forget - phone to book if you would like to join us. 

Coralie Lewin (Museum Custodian) 
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The Museum recently became the custodian of some items of clothing that had been 
in the care of Dr. Joan Hatton who died earlier this year. 
How did these dresses come to be in Joan's possession? vVe don't know so, 
unfortunately we have no provenance on them. 
These two dresses fascinated me as they are in stark contrast to each other. Who made 
them? Who wore them? When and where were they worn? 

I took these two garments, along with a collection of other items complimentary to 
them, to our July Society meeting and share with you in this Newsletter an edited 
version of the talk that I gave on that day. 
Although we have no provenance and we can in some instances only make 
assumptions the dresses do, in fact, give us quite a lot of clues. 

1 think that these dresses would have been made and worn in the late lYth century, 
probably between 1885 and 1890. 
In NSvV the late 1880s and 1890s were a time of depression, strikes and low wages and 
there was serious talk of Federation. 
1en in rural areas struggled to survive while their women became heroines. 
Nothing was thrown out - produce bags became items of clothing - mending, sewing 
and darning were done in the evenings by the light of a candle or kerosene lamp. 
Their more fortunate town sisters, who were more financiaL and nearer to stores, 
went shopping! 

In the early part of th~century clothes were made entirely by hand. Then, in 
1865, the Singer Sewing'M7chine Co. established an agency in Sydney. There were, no 
doubt, sewing machines in the colony prior to that time that were brought out by 
emigrants. Ready made clothes were not introduced into Australia until the late 
1890s and could be ordered by mail from catalogues. A large range of measurements 
was required. Those living in outer areas were innovative in their methods of 
providing measurements - a piece of string indicated the length of a trouser leg or a 
cardboard or paper cut out the size of a boot. 

Our harsh climate also sent women to the stores for manicure sets and vanity sets. 
Paper powders were marketed for women who were outdoors a lot in hot weather. 
No woman ever admitted to sweating. These paper powders were very small pieces 
of paper in a little booklet. They were finely powdered on one side and were wiped 
across the face to remove moisture. and dust. Vaseline was high on the list for 
purchase, this was for eyebrows and curved eyelashes. For the lips you could buy a 
little cold cream and carmine - geranium petals did a good job too. 
Cosmetic luxuries were Chinese Boxes - these contained tiny papers - black ones for 
the eyebrows! green ones which, in fact, made peachy pink cheeks and white powders 
made from real pearl shell for the face. Women took great care in the choosing of the 
colour for their dresses so as to set off this pearly peach complexion. 

Silk taffeta was the fabric choice of the time because it rustled alluringly with 
movement. Unfortunately for us it also cracked and crumbled with age hence the 
poor condition of so many of these dresses 41 collections. 
Every woman knew that black velvet, combined with a little lace at the throat set off 
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their gold jewellery and that mustard coloured silk looked stunning in gaslight. 

Our elegant two piece outfit is of dark mustard coloured silk taffeta - was the wearer a 
stunner in gaslight?? More than one petticoat was probably worn under this skirt 
(my talk included 'petticoats'). 

Skirts were long, they were voluminous, they were crimped, pleated, frilled, piped 
and trimmed with a whole range of things like beading, sequinning, stitching, 
embroidery, smocking, checked and striped contrasting fabrics. 
Bustles were a recurring fashion throughout the centuries, in varying shapes, 
depending on the dress style. From 1878 to 1882 no bustles were worn because the 
shape of the skirt was trimmed down then they returned until 1885 when they 
declined again. By 1890 bustles had vanished altogether. 
Bustles were of either whalebone or metal frames, starched flounces or padded rolls 
called 'bum barrels'. Trains were fashionable on and off for general use, especially 
with the revival of the bustle and continued to appear until the outbreak of \V\V1 
when they were only seen on formal gowns. 
I spoke also about shoes, gloves and the handwork that was 50 prevalent during this 
period. 

Although the 1890s were a pretty grey time the respectability of the times soon became 
mocked by the larrikin element of society - the "Sydney Push" - whose language and 
dress was flamboyant to say the least. Some had their own dress code - black slouch 
hat, red neck scarves or straw hats. Trousers were tight fitting! boots were high 
heeled and sometimes had enamelled toes or were fitted with mirrors on the toes and 
used for improper purposes. The girlfriends of the 'pushes' were called 'donaghs' and 
they favoured violent colours, cheap fancy trimmings - they were very fond of ostrich 
feathers. Like those of the male 'push' their clothes were an exaggeration of 
respectable styles and suggested a strong element of mockery. 

Consider the clues . 
The two piece, elegant outfit is of silk taffeta - fully lined - hand and machine sewn - 
dark mustard colour - bustle and train - metal hooks and hand sewn eyelets - covered 
buttons - elegantly trimmed - skirt length indicates a tall person - watch pocket - skirt 
pocket (used from mid 19th c.). 
approx. 1885 to 1890 

The other dress is of silk taffeta - lined - hand and machine sewn - bright purple 
colour with small yellow checks - train - roughly trimmed 'with cheap yellow cotton 
net frilling - mauve ribbon bows down front opening - badly stained under arms - 
very small size - youthful? - perspiration stain along back waist. 
Was this the dress of a 'donagh' of the 'push'? - the waistline perspiration stain might 
indicate little or no underclothing was worn or it could be from the hand of a partner 
in one of the 'dance rooms'. 

So - what is the story behind our dresses?? 
As we do not really know - you be the judge. 

Research: Encyclopaedia of 'Vorld Costume - Doreen Yarwood 
Costume - James Laver 
Clothes in Australia - Cedric Flower 
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/' This article appeared in Hursrville Historical Societies Ne 

Hillcrest Avenue, H~~e 
This article was written by the late Mrs Thelma Haymen, who first came to 
the St George district for health reasons, when as a young girl she was sent 
from crowded Paddington to the .good clean country air of "Happy, healthy 
Hurstuille", She lived in Hillcrest Avenue from 1911 until 1933 and on her 
marriage she moved to Beverley Park. 

'c~W-d t« # 
- K~- 

sletter dated July 1997. 0 - 

Hillcrest Avenue runs from Woniora Road, Hurstville, downhill to King 
Georges Road and beyond to Renown Park where is now joins Hurstville 
Road, Oatley. 

Having lived in the Kogarah municipality for more than 60 years, I am 
familiar with many of the families in the district. Of special interest are the 
folk I knew during the period I lived in Hillcrest Avenue, from 1911 to 1933. 
Whilst thinking of these people I realised how many civic minded men 
lived in Hillcrest A venue, which was originally named Matthew Street, the 
name being changed in 1916 during World War I. 

On the western side going down from Woniora Road, No.1 was the home 
of the Arrowsmith family. Mr E T Arrowsmith held the office of mayor of 
Kogarah in 1926, 1927 and 1928. Arrowsmith Park, Penshurst, bears his 
name. 
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No.7 was occupied by Mr and Mr S R Bell, who in 1971 celebrated their 
diamond wedding anniversary. Mr Bell was mayor from 1938-41. Bell Park 
at the rear of Hurstville South School and Bell Avenue in Beverley Park are 
named for him. j . 

Still on the western side of the street about three door before King Georges 
Road (formerly Belmore Road) lived Mr and Mrs G W P Hanigan and their 
family. Mr Hanigan was Mayor in 1917, 1918 and 1919. He died in office in 
1919 as a result of the devastating pneumonic influenza. Their eldest 
daughter Mary, was a member of council's office staff until her marriage to 
the well known Hurstville estate agent, Mr L Wright. 

\ 
r 

At No. 49 lived the family of Mr and Mrs H Poulton. Mr Poulton served as 
an alderman on the council from 1919 to 1944. During this period he was 
also deputy Mayor. Poulton Park, Oatley, bears his name as well as Poulton 
Avenue, Beverley Park. 

The late Mr D D Cross, MLA, lived for some time on the eastern side of 
Hillcrest Avenue, close to Woniora Road. He was Mayor from 1944-47 and 
1953-58. His name is perpetuated by the Douglas Cross Gardens in Oatley 
which were opened on May 10, 1969. A memorial to his work in the State 
Parliament and Council is the Como Railway Bridge, opened on November 
27, 1972, for which he lobbied for many years. It is sad that he did not live to 
see the completion of this project. 
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One of Kogarah's early Mayors, Mr Myles McRae (1888-89, 1894-97) who was 
a member of Kogarah's first council in 1884 and of Hurstville's first council 
in 1887, could also be classed as a resident of Hillcrest Avenue as I 
understand that the original McRae estate was bordered by Penshurst 
railway line and Hillcrest Avenue (Matthew Street) and extended from the 
railway goods yard at Mortdale to Laycock Road, where the McRae family 
home, Kintail, stands still. Kintail is a very fine two-storey residence on the 
southern side of Laycock Road just down from Penshurst railway station. 
Over the years, portions of the McRae estate were subdivided and as far as I 
can remember the remainder of the estate was subdivided in the late 19208. 

The McRae family supported the Hurstville Grove Presbyterian Church 
which was originally in Hillcrest Avenue but is now located in Lansdowne 
Street. An incident I have remembered occurred during the 1914-18 War 
w hen the McRae family allowed the Sunday School to use their paddock for 
the annual picnic. The money formerly spent to convey the children to 
National Park was given to the Soldiers' Comforts Fund. We younger 
children, I am afraid, were not very patriotic and were disgusted with the 
arrangement as we had free access to "Me's Paddock" at any time to pick 
blackberries in summer and to gather mushrooms in the early winter 
mornings. 

We would be all dressed up in our winter woollies, knitted caps to protect 
the ears and woollen gloves and it was an unwritten law among the 
children that the first to find a patch of mushrooms could claim it as his or 
her property. One frosty morning, I found a particularly large clump and 
was busily gathering them when I noticed two feet in front of me. I said: 
"This is my patch, I found it first." and looked up to find a tall lady looking 
down at me. She said: "Little girl, do you know who I am. I'm Miss McRae." 
I didn't wait for any more conversation, but soon found other patches. 

A rather interesting event took place in the mid 19208 when an 
experimental portion of concrete road way was laid in Hillcrest A venue 
between Kings Georges Road and Laycock Road. This was the first roadway 
of this type constructed in NSW. The Poulton family always referred to this 
stretch of road a "Pop's Baby", Pop being the late Alderman Poulton who , 
agitated long and earnestly to have the o-iginal roadway improved. 

Before the concrete strip was laid, a creek which rose adjacent to the 
Penshurst traffic bridge flowed through Minnett's Nursery (now Rosebank 
Estate) and continued on till it crossed Hillcrest Avenue at the foot of 
Dudley Street. It flowed through the lower end of my grandparents' 
property (No. 56) and eventually on into Oatley Bay. The creek flowed across 
Hillcrest Avenue by means of a ford paved with stone slabs and wooden 
pedestrian bridges were situated on each side. As can be imagined, during 
heavy rain this portion of Hillcrest Avenue flooded. 
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