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KOGARAH mSTORICAL SOCI ETY 
INCORPORATED 

¥ Postal Address: P. O. Box 367, Kogarah, 1485 

~ NEWSLETTER 

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2002. 

Patron: The Mayor of Kogarah. Life Patron K.R.Cavanough A.M. J.P. 

President - Mrs. B. Butters - 9580 6954 
Vice Presidents: Mrs. B. Goodger and Mrs. J. Hollebone 
Hon. Secretary - Mrs, J. Hollebone - 9529 7117 
Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. C. Sullivan - 9579 6149 
Newsletter Editor: Mrs. B. Butters 95806954 

CARSS COTTAGE MUSEUM is open Sundays and Public Holidays (except 
Good Friday and Christmas Day) from 1.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

Admission - Adults $2.00 - Children 50 cents. 
Groups by special arrangement contact - Mrs. C. Lewin or Mrs. B.Butters. 

MEMBERSlllP OF KOGARAH HlSTORlCAL SOCIETY IS $6.00 per annum 
(single) $9.00 per annum (couple) 

MONTHLY MEETINGS. 

All meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah on the 
second Thursday of each month. . / 

November 14 - 2.30 P.M. General Meeting. 
Speaker - Coralie Lewin - Treasures from the Museum. 

I 
December 12 - Christmas Get-together at Brighton RSL - 12 noon. 

Please let Cath Sullivan 95796149 know if you are coming. 

There will not be a meeting in January . 
¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
AND ALL GOOD WISHES FOR 

JOY. PEACE, HAPPINESS AND GOOD HEALTH 

IN THE COMING YEAR 

<<><><><><><><><><> 



MUSEUM ROSTER 

November 3 - Glad Baldwin and ThelIie Tatum 
10 - Rae Reed and Norrene Bums 
)1 - Coralie Lewin and Ken Grieve 

./ 24 - Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
December 1 - Trudy Johns and Gilda Tillia 

8 - Glad Baldwin and TheUie Tatum 
1'5 - Rae Reed and Norrene Burns 

V22 - Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone 
26 - Boxing Day - Volunteers needed 
29 - Trudy Johns and Gilda Tillia ~ 

January CD- New Years Day - Volunteers needed ~.+ ~ 5!:.L-/ 
5 - Glad Baldwin and Thellie Tatum '.$;.,~ fA....e> 
12 - Rae Reed and Norrene Bums {' 
19 - Coralie Lewin and Ken Grieve . 

~6 - Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone (Aust Day) 

(Please contact Beryl Butters - 95806954 if date unsuitable) 

'greetings' from the past. 
Edwardian folk. certainty had a way with words - 

In Victorian and Edwardian times the hobby of collecting Greeting Cards was a 
popular pastime for young ladies. In the Museum we have some delightful 
Greeting Cards bearing dates from 1900 to 1924 and although they convey 
written messages to the recipient the cards themselves say much more. The 
sentiments expressed in verse on the front are exquisitely poetic and we cannot 
help but be aware of the contrast between these and today's methods of 
communication. 

In case you may like to surprise a friend next time you send a greeting here are a 
few 'Birthday Wishes' to set you thinking . 

)vtay Lites long thread run smooth and bright - flnCii !Jring you years of true e!elight 
line! )vtemory, like a nlra that sings. - Speak to your heart of ole! sweet things 

¥¥¥ 
)Vlay thy life be a pathway of flowers - Or roses bespanglee! with dew 

Ii perfect tanascape'oi pleasure - With never a doua in view. 
¥¥¥ 

Only my wish on a Simple cara - !Jut If wishes all come true 
Here's health and wealth ana the truest otfriends - line! the best of luck to you. 

",*. 
To the blessings of health let me wish you such wealth - fls needfut your life to enjoy 

Ana may friends tone! and true show devotion to you 
line! noboe!y ever annoy. 

and the very simple .... 
Happy be your !JirthCiiay. 

2. 

Coralie Lewin (Museum Custodian) 
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MUSEUM NEWS 

The Museum has seen a great deal of change and activity in the past few months. 

Firstly, on 30th August, we took delivery of five display cabinets, generously given to 
us by the Hurstville Historical Society and these have greatly enhanced the 
appearance of the Cottage. If you haven't been to the Museum for a while a visit is 
recommended. 
Of course these new additions meant days of hard work, (what would I have done 
without the assistance of my husband). The partition in the Coxhead Room was 
removed so that visitors can now walk right into the room and this meant that gaps 
in the carpet had to be repaired. Our existing display cases had to be relocated in 
different areas, this meant that displays had to be dismantled and reassembled. The 
whole exercise made quite a mess but with the help of the Museum cleaner, in time, 
all was restored to order. 

We have been pleased to welcome a few new members over the past few months. 
Our notices in the Leader and our Mondays at the Museum have attracted their 
attention and we hope that they will continue to join in our activities. 

Mondays at the Museum on the 23rd September was most successful. Heather Joynes 
was our speaker and there was a waiting list for those wanting to attend. 
Unfortunately, because of the restricted space we have to limit numbers so it is always 
advisable to phone and let me know if you are coming. It was great to see members 
like Thel Tatum and Mary Armstrong and her sister Margaret there - they assured me 
that they had enjoyed the morning. 
Thank you sincerely to Trudy Johns and Rae Reed for arranging and serving the 
delicious morning teas on these days - they are a great team. 
Betty Goodger is our speaker for the November 25th meeting (the last for this year) 
and I have already invited speakers for our 2003 programme and am confident that 
this will be just as interesting as this year. 

By the end of November we will have welcomed another three groups to the 
Museum as well as a group of 60 children from St. Josephs Primary School, Como. 
I will have also presented my talk on "Pearl Skin, Peach Cheeks and Fine Clothes" 
(reviewed in your last Newsletter) to four other groups. 

"Tales of Christmas JJ Sunday 8th December - the area around the Museum and the 
facilities that we now have lend themselves well to a little story telling and 
refreshment. The enclosed flyer tells you all about it. 
Hope to see you there!!! 

Coralie Lewin (Museum Custodian) 
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A WALK DOWN ENGLISH STREET, KOGARAH 

The theme of History Week 2002 was CHANGING LANDSCAPES. History Week is 
celebrated world wide and this year, Kogarah Historical Society's contribution was to 
organize a guided walk down historic English Street, one of the earliest areas of the 
Municipality to be settled. To the delight of the guides, Betty Goodger and Beverley 
Earnshaw, fifty-eight adults and four children turned up to view local landmarks and hear 
stories of the district's past. English Street has five houses which are on the Council's 
Heritage Register and one which is on the State Heritage List. 
/':)~ ...to () ,_ 

A WALK DOWN ENGLISH STREET, KOGARAH (West Side). 

On Railway Pde. Gatekeeper's Cottage at former level crossing, built c.1884 
In 1890s the gatekeeper was Walton Storey. Subway built 1911. 

1. ROTHESA Y. Originally a private schoo! founded by Mrs Rose Wilson in 1888. 
Later it became CHELMSFORD School for Girls and between 1942 and 1946 was 
SHERWOOD Kindergarten and Primary School. 

3. IVY COTTAGE. Built in 1916 by W.C,Baldwin, butcher, of Kogarah 

II. Home of William Priestly Macintosh, Sculptor, whose work included the statues on 
Queen Victoria Building, Lands Dept and old Parliament House, Canberra 

Hampton Court Road 

Webber's Market Garden 
Neilson Avenue ------------------------------------ 

25. MOSS VALE. Built in 1915 for W,M.Whiteford. (still standing) 
27. EASTDEANE, Built in 1915 for Thomas Beaman. (still standing) 
29. Home of Edward Jarrett, first recorded 1933.(still standing) 
31. Home of Albert E Milham, first recorded 1933 (still standing) 

Prince Edward Street 

39. AUDALA. This house name is not in the early records, given by a later resident to combine the 
names" Audrey" and II Alan". House first recorded in 1933, home of Fred Foster. 

41. This land was originally Joseph Schmitt's market garden, started in 1859. It extended from The 
Laurels to within one building block of Neilson Avenue where Webber's garden began. Schmitt & 
Webber were German. Their wives were step-sisters. Their cottages stood where the present 
roadway is, Jubilee Avenue. 

45. THE LAURELS. Built in 1890 for Elizabeth English who lived there with her second 
husband, Martin Murray, until 1897. The house was then leased. In the 1950s The United 
Protestant Association established a Girls' Home there and it now a UPA Retirement Village. . 

Park Street 

WAR MEMORIAL. Built of grey trachite stone. Originally stood outside Kogarah Fire Station 
with a German field gun captured in 1918. Moved in 1967. In 1959 the RSL asked for wording to 
be added to acknowledge WWll & Korean Veterans; 1969 the RAN & RAAF Badges added and in 
December 1969 women were represented. 
KOGARAH PARK. In 1854 was "English's Paddock" (12 acres) and up to 1900 was used as a 
race track, bush picnic ground and cricket ground. In 1906 the trusteeship was vested in Kogarah 
Council who made £1000 worth of improvements, and Rugby Union was played there. In 1935 it 
was redesigned and renamed JUBILEE OVAL to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Kogarah 
Municipality. In 1950 it became the home ground of St.George Rugby League. 

49. Built after 1933 for Mary English's daughter. Now Kogarah Meals on Wheels, 

4 



51. ST.ELMO (first called Kanowna). Demolished. Built about 1894 for John Clune, husband of Mary 
English who lived there until 1930. She died in 1932. 

Cnr English St & Princes Highway, KOGARAH HOTEL, James English first licensee 1882. Ceased to be 
a hotel in 1917, Edmund English Jnr. was the barman and lived there' 
Converted into flats, later rebuilt and extended. Now a Chinese Restaurant. 

DOUBLE ROW OF TREES along Princes H'way planted by Year 6 children at Carlton South 
Public School to commemorate Australia's 150th Anniversary in 1938. 

A WALK DOWN ENGLISH STREET, KOGARAH (East Side) 

Cnr. Railway Pde & English St. SUBWAY STAR PICTURE PALACE, showed silent movies, opened 
1914, roof added 1923, 1932 became ST. GEORGE STADIUM. During World War II used for 
NA V AL STORES, then GORDON LEECH BUILDING SUPPLIES and from 1970s 
ALDERSONS ARTS & CRAFTS shop. Building now owned by RSL, to be demolished. 

10. KYOGLE (demolished), built 1904, home of Sydney Tolley owner of Picture Palace, 
12. EULONE (demolished), built 1892 for James Laurie. 1933, the refined Miss Sarah Laurie took in 

boarders to make a living. 
14. CORELLI Built 1897 for Frederick Rose, Clerk. Note the Stork on rear chimney, (still standing) 
20. WAJ~DENE built i902 for Andrew Findley, tannery owner; 1908 James Larbalestier who owned a 

boot shop at Circular Quay; 1915 to 1940 Henry Middleton, timber merchant; 1940 WANDENE 
COTIAGE HOSPITAL, a 19 bed psychiatric facility; now doctors' consulting rooms; taken over 
in 1998 by Wesley Mission. 

24. BROOKLYN (demolished formerly called ConubiaiKonubia). Built 1901 for Charles Barsby; 1915 
became BROOKLYN PRIVATE HOSPITAL, demolished 1973 due to dilapidated state. 

Bellevue Street ----------------------------------- 
26. BAYVIEW Built 1897, first occupied by Rev.J.Walker (Wesleyan). House and garden now on 

Kogarah Council's Heritage list. 
High Street 

38. ST.ALBANS built 1898 for John Urch (demolished) 
40. THALIA built 1904 
46. Y ARRUM (demolished) built 1909 for James Murray, Inspector of Schools 

Park Street 

52. KARUAH Only English St.residence on the Interim State Heritage List. Built early 1880s for 
James English who did not live there because his first and second wives both died in childbirth. 
1884 occupied by William Balcombe; 1897 John Sale (Mayor 1896-97); 1917 Percy Tanner, timber 
merchant (Mayor 1922-26); 1950s Dr Noel Saxby. 

56. TERARA built 1894 for James English and his third wife, Sarah Beavers. Later bought by Percy 
Tanner and occupied by Jack Holland, who lost his leg while in Tanner's employ. Later the home 
of Bill Crabtree MLA. 

Garden Street 

Pre 1911, GEORGE GATES' GARDEN, also site of home of Peter Herrmann, three times 
Mayor of Kogarah. 
MONASTERY. The Provincial Residence of the Redemptorists, a Roman Catholic Order. 
Premises house elderly Priests. 

72. TE KOMARAKO, a Terrace built by the English family c.1897; originally on the council's 
Heritage List but now demolished. 

74. THELMA, a semi detached, built by the English family c.1897; on Kogarah Council's Heritage 
List. 
PRODUCE STORE opened by James English in 1880s; 1930s & 40s, Hannaford's; Manilla Cane 
Factory & Shop; now an Antique Centre. 
Small building alongside was in 1930 J. D. Borserini, Confectioner. 

On Princes H'way, the home of artist, ELIOTH GRUNER. 

Beverley Earnshaw 
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SOME STREET NAMES IN OATLEY 

BY B. GOODGER 

At our September 2002 meeting, Peter Orlovich spoke 
about "Street, Road and Place Names of Kogarah", stressing 
how important it is to document the origins of names. 

The Local Studies Librarian, Alison Grellis, has begun 
a list of street names in Kogarah and I am cooperating with 
her. Beverley Earnshaw has also contributed to our list and 
although we still have a lot of blank spaces to fill in, 
we have at least made e start. 

In May of 1998, I did a research on some street names 
in O&tley for the Oatley Heritage Group. A full account can 
bE rea6 in the LIbrary at Oatley. Despite further research, 
I have failed to find any more answers, so I present a 
shortened version of my documentation. 

James Oatley died in 1839. Of his properties in the 
st George district, his son, James Junior inherited 
Snugsborough Park, now modern day Beverly Hills, and his 
son, Frederick, inherited Needwood Farm, the land that became 
the suburb of Oatley. 

Frederick Oatley died in 1890, but he had already sold 
the land at-Oatley to Charles Cecil Griffiths in March 1881. 
Ten thousand pounds changed hands. 

"Oatley Estate Co Ltd was forme6 and administered by 
GriffithE and Co, merchants and importers of 10 O'Connell 
Street, Sydney and the land was subvided into quarter acre 
blocks on neatly planned streets bearing family names." 
(Oatley. The Working Man's Paradise, by Elaine Howard p.1?) 

"A subdivision plan for 1400 residential blocks was 
issued in 1883, the first release in this area for residential 
oevelopment. The carefully planned streets were named after 
members of the Griffiths family or after Australian plants." 
(Development of the suburbs Peakhurst, Mcrtdale & Oatley, 
by D.J.Hatton 1981 p. 10) 

Charles Cecil soor. transferred part of the deal to his 
brother, George Neville Griffiths on 24 June 1885. 

George Neville Griffiths was a member of Parliament 
in the Legislative Assem~ly fro~ 1882 tc 1885. 

The Illawarra Railway reached Hurstville in 1884 an~ 
the Georges River in 1886. 

It is worth reading the comments made by Pedr Davis 
in The Hurstville Story about the remarkable ccinci6encÛ. 
Among other things, he says 

"'I'he t Lrn i.no wa E per f ect - s u 9Ses t i nc t h e t Gr iff i t h s k ne w 
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the decision makers - for the sale almost coincided with 
the construction of Oatley's first railway station." 

The original Oatley's Platform, now buried under Oatley 
Memorial Gardens, faced CECIL street until 1905. Cecil street 
is now Oatley Avenue and Wyong street. 

On a subdivision plan for 1886 I found men's names for 
the streets running east to west, Frederick, Neville, Charles, 
Herbert, Algernon, Russell and William, but Cecil going 
againast the stream, north to south; women's names graced 
the streets running north to south, Letitia, Rosa, Ada, 
Annette, Louisa and Blanche. 

THE GRIFFITHS FAMILY 

George Richard Griffiths was born in 1802 and died 17 
August 1859. He was a banker and commission agent. In 1836 
he married Laetitia, daughter of Samuel Chatfield of Surrey 
and they came to Australia in 1839. They lived at Orwell 
in woolloomooloo and Clarens, Potts Point. They had eight 
sons and three daughters. They returned to England in 1853 
and lived at Castle Hill, Englefield Green, Surrey. George 
died in England in 1859, Laetitia died 28 December 1891. 

Although I have checked records of 'birth in NSW, Victoria 
and England, I have only identified seven sons and one 
daughter. 

The first son, born in England in 1838, was FREDERICK 

Close, who married ANNETTE Agnes Willis. 

The second .son was George NEVILLE, born in 1840 in 
Sydney. He married ADA Frances Scott. 

The third son, CHARLES CECIL, was born in 1842 and 
married Fanny LOUISA Vester Tracy. 

Next came a daughter, LETITIA F., born in 1843. 

THe fourth son was WILLIAM RUSSELL, born 1845. 

The fifth son was Stanley, born in 1849, but no street 
was named for him. 

THe sixth son was LLEWELLYN, born in 1851. While he 
did not have a street named after him in the first 
suvdivision, there is a LLewellyn Street across the railway 
line in west Oatley. 

~ 
The seventh son was HERBERT Tyrell bo!n in 1853. 

WILLIAM Street became Kitchener Street in honour of 
Field Marshall Kitchener, Earl of Khartoum. He was drownec 
in 1916 while on his way to Russia during World War 1914-1919. 

_..'. 
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There is a GRIFFITHS Street to the west of Wonoona 
Parade. 

As you have seen, I have not yet fo~nd Algernon, Rosa 
or Blanche. It is tempting to think these are my missing 
son and two daughters, but no proof have I yet found. 

Griffiths Bres, under various names, were in busines 
in NSW from abeut 1877. Anyone travelling by steam train 
in Gays gone by, will remember the signs alon~ the railway 
line - X miles to Griffiths Tea. It was a wonderful 

-, .,_,. ¥. i aove r c i s i nc 9 a mnu cx ¥ I 
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************************* 

Kogarah Council has now installed the ramp for wheelchair access at the Museum. 
We have been very concerned about this for a long time, particularly as the original 
plan had a very long ramp jutting right out across our courtyard which we use for 
visiting school groups and other groups and where we serve morning teas as it is 
adjacent to our outside kitchen. Fortunately it has been modified and the 
ramp runs right along the side of Carss Cottage with the entrance through the back 
door. 

Our Museum is looking very nice thanks to a lot of work done by Coralie and 
Albert over the past months. We are very grateful to the owner of the Christmas 
Shop at South Hurstville - who has kindly loaned us Christmas ornaments etc. 
to decorate Carss Cottage for Christmas. 1t would be weJl worthwhile making 
a visit to Carss Cottage as well as to the Christmas Shop 

, 
I 

I 

My apologies for being late with this issue of the Newslener. After 4 weeks in 
hospital and rehabilitation. after my hip replacement, 1 arrived home to find our 
Printer wasn't working. After two visits from Sharp's mechanics the machine is 
now in their workshop; and thanks 10 Coralie our Newsletter has been printed at 
Officeworks, 

I , 
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