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MONTHL Y MEETINGS
!.'<'

General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School Of Arts, Bowns Road,
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.
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Speakers
Alison Grellis - will discuss her role and the
current projects in the Local Studies Section of
Kogarah Municipal Library, the Digital Media Data
Base and how it can be used and will provide an
update on the Joan Hatton Collection.

13

Wayne Brighton - Projects Manager for Shoalhaven
City Council will speak on the Management of Heritage
Houses - the identification - conservation - archaeology adaptive use - financial viability and sustainability of
Heritage places.
,Committee Meetings
10
7

7.00 pm - 36 Louisa Street
Oatley
7.00 pm - 3/14 Resthaven Road South Hurstville
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NEW MEMBERS
We have welcomed the following New Members to the Society over the past two months:-

Mr. Sam Malouf
Dr. Thelma Hunt

Mrs. Lillias Barrack
Ms. Jean Rice

+
KOGARAH HISTORICAL

SOCIETY INC.

Mavis Ward reports on our Meeting held on
11 March 2004

Betty Goodger was our guest speaker; noi really a "guest' as Betty is a long time member of the
Society, also a member of Hurstville Historical Society and always makes her subject into an
interesting story. On this occasion it was the life of David Scott Mitchell for whom the Mitchell
Library was named. Betty was an Archivist at the State Library for some years and her qualifications
show in her detailed presentation.
Betty traced the story of David Scott Mitchell from the time his father, Dr. James Mitchell, arrived in
, .Australia in 1833. David was born in 1846 at the Rum Hospital in Macquarie Street which was on
6-U--UP-tJ}he site now known as the-Mint Building. He was always a keen student, obtaining degrees in Arts
l'f
and Law at Sydney University and later managed family businesses, mainly in the Hunter Valley.
t~~.<> After the death of James Mitchell in 1869 and following a failed court case concerning his father's
I'
will, his personality changed.
After his Mother died in 1871 he set up residence at 17 Darlinghurst Street and became virtually a
recluse, devoting his life to books. He built up a very extensive library which occupied a good part
of the house. The library was well known and used for reference purposes by prominent people
including Sir Bertram Stephens and Mungo McCallum. He was a collector as well as a scholar and
sought original documents, maps, charts and paintings on the discovery of Australia.
He was still collecting and appreciating his interests until just before he died on 14 July 1907. He is
interred in the family grave at Rockwood Cemetery. His library collection was bequeathed to the
State Library where the Mitchell Wing was erected in his honour and opened in 1910. Ironically, the
Li brary stands on a si te just around the comer from his birth place.
Betty bring_s history and characters to life. She obviously enjoys relating these stories and her
enthusiasm and humour make the telling very interesting as well as entertaining.
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Our Member, Dr. Peter Orlovich, who has been working on the Kogarah Council Archives for two
days a week for three years gave a talk, "A Place on Paper", at the Oatley Branch Library on Friday,
20 February.
An interesting 'find' of his was a letter from Kogarah Council addressed to Fleur Mellor, 36
Railway Parade, Penshurst, congratulating her on ber performance at the Melbourne Olympic
Games in the 4 x 100m relay.
He also showed us a photo of the relay team ( S. Strickland, N. Crocker, F. Mellor, B. Cuthbert)
which came first with a world and Olympic record 44.5 sec.
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Fleur also replied, thanking the Council.
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With memories

of "'-nztlc utly 200" still in OUl' minds,
the time when - -

it seems fitting

to remember

THE ARMY CAME TO CARSS PARK
Easter
1942
The 26th Ad. Coy. of the first Infantry Division C.M.F. had just spent seven weeks training at
Ingleburn Camp. Their Commanding Officers were Capt. Syndel and Lieuts. Pryor and Lawrence.
Colour Patch - purple.
With other troops, they were camped around the southern suburbs - their job was to safeguard
Sydney. Cronulla and Maroubra beaches were barricaded by installing railway tracks and telegraph
poles in the sand aimed at stopping the Japanese from landing tanks.
At Easter, 1942, these soldiers set up camp in Carss Park. Officers and NCOs were billeted near
Carss Cottage and the soldiers' tents were scattered throughout the park.
Society Member, Bill Curnow, one of the 26th Ad . Coy. men, recalls these times
.
" I was with about thirty other young chaps, camped 011 the footpath which now skirts the Carss
Park Bowling Club. Bob Williams ( also a member of KHS), a driver in our transport section, slept
near the shop and the rest of the troops slept elsewhere.
The night we arrived and settled in a severe storm broke, lasting all night. We did our best, but
sleeping was almost impossible and when morning came the officers decided that we should move
up the hill to the local school. It was the long weekend of the Easter holiday so the children were on
holiday.
The whole area was flooded, so local chaps went home for the weekend, risking a charge of AWL
on return, and the dozen or more chaps from the country slept in the school rooms, using the school
kitchen to prepare meals. Then, on our return, with our equipment, uniforms and blankets thrown
onto the school parade ground in ODe big heap we just had to set to and sort it out. No AWL charge
was made - maybe the officers and NCO's had gone 'ack-willy' as well.
When the sun finally appeared we carried on with our normal duties for the next couple of months.
We had leave every night and travelled on Pop Jamieson's bus service out of Carss Park. He never
charged us a fare - a good man was Pop!
My tent mates and I used to use his garden tap to rinse OUT hands and faces although we had a
shower hut not far away. I feel a bit guilty now, but we were never challenged.
A couple of our fellows, who lived in Blakehurst, belonged to the Carss Park Lifesavers Club and
some of the men attended Mass at St. Raphaels each Sunday. I believe a Brigade Headquarters, the
9th I think, was stationed in Stuart Street, Blakehurst.
Entertainment? ... well, we created this among ourselves. A fellow a couple of tents from us used to
give a rendition of Stanley Holloway's 'Albert in the Lion's Den' and 'Sam, Sam, pick up thy
Musket'. Another of his favourites was Cyril Fletcher's ' The Battle of Hastings' .
Then, we were marched out to Oatley Park where we spent the rest of the year on more training and
work in the area. There was Church Parade for Catholics and as there was no Church in Oatley, we
were marched down to a hall near Oatley Railway Station where a priest from Penshurst conducted
the service. There was quite a group of us every Sunday, about twenty sappers and two corporals.
One of those sappers, an Oatley lad, C. Brandt of 2/4th Fld. Coy. 7 Div., received a Military Medal
in Borneo in 1945.
.
The units at this time consisted of 9th F1d. Coy. of Ist Div. Engineers and the sister Coy., 25th Ad.
Coy. who had the call up of chaps from Tempe to Kogarah. They looked after the northern part of
Sydney. Our unit, the 26th Fld. Coy., had chaps from Kogarah to Cronulla and we patrolled the
southern part including Stanwell Park to past Nowra and further".

* By January 1943 the majority of the soldiers had joined the A.I.F., the
26th Fld. Coy. was disbanded and the men were inducted into other units.

Life long friendships were made during this time and, although age may
weary them, the memories never jade.

1st Div. Engineers - H.Q. Borwood
Lieut. Col. Weingarth C.R.E.

9th Fld. Coy.

26th Fld.Coy.

Major Boydel

Capt. Syndel
later Maj. C.O. 9th Fld. Coy.)

51st Fld. P.K. Coy.

25th Fld. Coy.

Major Mason

Major Todd

Ist Div. H.Q. - Parramatta
Lt. Gen. McKay G.O.c.

Carss Park 26th Fld. Coy. R.A.E.
1st Div. C.O. Major General McKay
Lieut. Pryor
Lieut. Lawrence
Company Sgt. Maj. 1. Asterley

Section or Platoon
No
No
No
No

1. Sgt.
Reeks - Sgt. Atkins
2. Sgt. C. Alexander
3. Sgt. F. Dickens - Sgt. Bennett - Cpl. Hunt
4. Sgt. C. Inch

H.Q. Section
Spr. R Smith (Cook )- Sth. HurstvilJe
Spr. G. Pinkerton (Batman) - Kogarah
Spr. F. Cranney (RationlStoreman) - Carlton
Spr. R Stevens (Ord, Room) - Oatley
Spr. G. TUITe) (Q Store)
Sgt.... Lukman (Trans. Sgt.)

Spr. K. Chambers (Cook) - HurstvilJe
Spr. G. McCallum (Batman) - Penshurst
Spr. F. Fryer (Bugler) - Hurstville Grove
Staff Sgt. .. Simmons - (Q. Store)
Spr. R Marsden (RAP) - Sth .Hurstville
Sgt.. .. Cheney? - (Pay Sgt.)

Sections No's 1 - 2 - 4 (some names)
Spr. M. Love - Penshurst
Spr. M.:-L.aoo -"P~n9Rurst ~"__"'_-.
Spr ..... Kemp
Spr. J. Marshall
Spr.... Morris - Carlton
Spr
Merlino
Spr
Miller
Spr. F. McDowell - Carlton
Spr. F. McNally - Blakehurst
Spr.. Morgan
Spr. Onslow
Spr. Probert
Spr. RPatrick
Spr. K. Sherwood - Hurstville
Spr. K. Simpson
Spr.
Samson - Bexley
Spr
Todd - Hunter
Spr. D. Tudor
Spr.
Watson
Spr.
Wetton
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Spr. L. Love - Penshurst
_. _.' Spr. NvLane - Pensaurst (brothers)
Spr ..... McArthur
.
Spr. G. Menzies
Spr
Morris - Carlton
Spr
Merton
Spr. G. McDonald - Penshurst
Spr. C. McGill - Penshurst
Spr. V. Moorhouse
Spr
Newhouse - Allawah
Spr
Peirin
Spr
Proctor
Spr. S. Reid - Caringbah
Spr. L.Simpson
Spr
Sutherland
Spr
Shoesmith
Spr. Taubman
Spr. Wales - Blakehurst
Spr. L.West - Mortdale
Spr. G. Woods

Section No.3
Sgt. F. Dickinson
CpL ... Hunt
Spr. M.Clark - Dubbo
Spr.W. Curran - Tamworth
Spr. F. De Closey - Penshurst
Spr. G. Gilardi - Hurstville
Spr. R. Hogno - Kogarah
Spr. R. Kay -Spatley - Hurstville
Spr. L. Penny - Tempe
Spr. L. Stone - Hurstville
Spr. G.Thompson - Mascot
Spr. N.Woods - Penshurst

Sgt. F. Yates
Spr.... Bell - Cronulla
Spr.W. Curnow - Sth. Hurstville
Spr. P. Carroll - Penshurst
Spr. K. Flannery - Bowral
Spr. R. Hewitt - Miranda
Spr. S. Huby - Burwood
Spr. 1. Manly - Como
Spr. L. Sayre - Sutherland
Spr. R. Steptoe - Sans Souci
Spr. W. Wiley - Oatley
Spr. F. Young - Kyle Bay

Transport Section
Sgt. Lukman
Drv.
Drv.
Drv.
Drv.
Drv.

C. Bartlet - Allawah
D. Funnell D. Griffiths - Mortdale?
1. Tregoning R. Williams - Hurstville

Drv.J. Day - Hurstville
Drv. R. McCrossan - Hurstville
Drv. G. Reid - Sth. Hurstville
Drv. E. Vormister - Miranda

Easter 1942
The tents for the soldiers of the 26th Field Coy. of the First Infantry
Division C.M.F. were scattered throughout Carss Park.

earss eottage Museum
The Museum is open Sundays and some Public Holidays
from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm
Admission: Adults $2.00
Children 50 cents
Group visits may be arranged for weekdays or. weekends by telephoning
the Custodian, Coralie Lewin on 9546 1580
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May

April

Museum Roster

Diane McCarthy & Ken Grieve
9 Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson
1fl6 Trudy Johns & Gilda Tilia
~
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone
30 Cath & Leo Sullivan
2

4
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Diane
Mavis
Trudy
Betty

McCarthy & Norrene Bums
Ward & Rosemary Maughan
Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
Goodger & Janette Hollebone
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MUSEUM NEWS
Our first Mondays at the Museum was again fully booked and we were blessed with a beautifully
fine day. Carss Park is certainly a delightful place to be.
Our speaker, Marie Cavanagh spoke on the collection of bags and purses in the Embroiderers' Guild
NSW Collection with many interesting examples for us to view. If you missed this day there is a
collection of bags and purses from our Museum Collection presently on display in the Museum.
Marie was more than pleasantly surprised to meet Kogarah Councillor, Ann Field, who joined us on
this morning - as past student and teacher they had much to catch up on.

J

Another visitor was Lillias Barrack. Lillias is a member of the Turner family of Turner Bros,
Kogarah, and earlier, had kindly agreed to talk with me and provided us with photographs of the
family and the store. These are now on display in the Museum.
A photographic display on Tom Ugly's and Tottenham House is now on display in the Museum.
Coralie Lewin - Museum Custodian.
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Turner Bros - Kogarab
. 1906 - 1975

In 1906 Walter Turner purchased Charley Barsby's store in Railway Parade, Kogarah. At that time
the store sold millinery, dress materials, manchester, haberdashery and groceries and hardware
which were soon replaced with men's wear. He also spent 600 pounds on a new shop front.
Shop assistants of the time wore long black skirts, blouses stuck with pins and a tape measure
around the neck. In the early days, customers came on horseback or by horse drawn vehicle from
the then outlying areas of Sandringham, Sans Souci and Doll's Point. Then came the steam tram and
later, diesel buses. In time, the motor car and the opening of the pedestrian subway linking Kogarah
and West Kogarah all brought more customers.
Cash transactions were the norm and dockets, cash and change travelled from shop assistant to the
cashier's cubicle, high above the counters, and returned by the overhead 'cash railway', an ingenious
device used before the introduction of cash registers.

7
Turner Bros - Kogarah Walter, with his wife Emily, guided the business through the days of World War 1. After the War
two of their sons, Percy and Reginald, joined the business and the store became known as Turner
Bros. By 1928, Reginald had bought his brother out and decided to add another story to the building
and update the store.

By this time the depression of the early 1930s had hit the country and businesses everywhere were in
trouble. With hard work, much worry and determination, Reg Turner guided the firm back into
normal business.
Reg and his wife, Dorothy, had one daughter, Lillias, and three sons, twins Max and Robert, and
Roger. Reg, helped by his wife, was the driving force in the business.
The first break in the family came with the death of Emily, in 1935 followed by that of Walter in
1938. History was repeated when Reg now guided the business through another War, World War
11, which brought days of rationing, shortages and coupons. After the War Reg was joined in the
business by his own family.
In the early 1930s Reg had started a curtain making business. A local seamstress, Mrs. Ncthercote
of Kogarah, made the curtains for many years in a backyard room of her home. From this humble
beginning curtain making progressed to a small factory in Scarborough Street and eventually to the
Curtain Shop in Rockdale in 1966.
1956 saw the firm become a private company, still trading under the name, Turner Bros. Max took
over the leadership of the store, assisted by Roger and Lillias. Robert moved into partnership with
Robert Allen, trading in furnishings at Caringbah.
In 1975 a decision to close the Turner Bros, Kogarah store was made. Another well known St.
George family - Peter O'Rielly, son of Cricketer, Bill O'Rielly, moved in and opened a pharmacy.
But the name of Turner Bros could still be seen as part of the superstructure of the front of the
building. ~~
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In The Leader, dated 20 April 2004, there was an article on the Ramsgate Family Health Centre,
previously known as the Baby Health Centre.
Did you know that in March, 1945, there was an agreement between Rockdale and Kogarah
Councils to share the cost of building a Baby Health Centre at Ramsgate?
Land was acquired on Rocky Point Road, (Rockdale Municipality side). Time passed because of
difficulties with the State Government, but eventually the Centre was officially opened on November
8, 1952. The building cost 6,100 pounds and equipment 1,040 pounds of which the Health
Department paid half the total. Rockdale and Kogarah Councils equally shared the cost of the land
and the balance of the cost of building.

*

WINTER CONCERT
Sunday 23 May at 4.30 pm

Brian & Enid Strong - duets for cello and piano
Karen and Phillip Bolliger - duets & solos for flute ana guitar
Entry by donation to Heritage Organ Restoration Fund
(this includes a light meal served in the Hall after the Concert)
St Peters Anglican Church
Enquiries

187 Princes Highway
9557 3795 A.H.

St Peters

r

THE SOCIETY VISITS SYDNEY HOSPITAL
On April 1, 2004 members of Kogarah Historical Society went on a conducted tour of
Sydney Hospital. This, Australia's oldest hospital, dates back to the First Fleet.
Our tour began in the gracious old Board Room with its elegant cedar
furnishings and historic paintings. There we looked at three models of the hospital, one
depicting the collection of hospital huts erected on the western shore of Sydney Cove in
1788. The second was of the Rum Hospital in Macquarie Street and the third of the
hospital buildings as they appear today.
At the rear of the main building stands the Nightingale Wing. This was
built to plans personally approved by Florence Nightingale for the accommodation of
Lucy Osborne and five Nightingale-trained nurses who arrived in Sydney in 1868. Their
mission was to organize and train Australian nurses.
Lucy Osborne's office has been preserved and was used by a succession of
Hospital Matrons. It contains a beautiful desk and chair specially commissioned by Sir
Henry Parkes for Miss Osborne. The chair has an unusually wide back, specially
designed to accommodate the lady's bustle. Matron also had a small parlour where she
took her meals, while a tiny room at the rear provided quarters for her personal maid.
The walls of the chapel carry memorial plaques to members of the hospital
staff some of whom perished in the two World Wars. The most recent memorial is to
murdered nurse, Anita Cobby.
The corridor leaidng to the museum contained a collection of antique and
obsolete equipment, wheelchairs, anaesthetic machine, an operating table where the
patient sat upright and a rocking horse which had once been in the children's ward.
The museum contains a ghoulish and intriguing collection of human organs
preserved in jars, many of them over a century old. Among these were kidneys with
every kind of tumor, fractured skulls (one with a bullet hole), a haemorrhaging
brain, an ovary the size of a saucer and a gangrenous foot amputated from a diabetic.
There are two fountains at the hospital. The Robert Brough Memorial
Fountain stands in the courtyard in front of the Nightingale Wing. This magnificent threetiered fountain was manufactured in the Colebrookdale Foundry in England and presented
to the hospital in 1907 in memory of Robert Brough, a popular actor and comedian who
had delighted Australian audiences for over 25 years. During building operations in the
1950s the fountain was taken away and stored in a Public Works Depot. Then in 1988 it
was remembered, brought back and restored to its old position in the courtyard. Its
brightly painted design comprises a group of brolgas surmounted by black swans
displaying their crimson beaks. Since its reinstatement the fountain has been used as a
background for television commercials and transformed into a Parisienne cafe for a film.
The II Porcellino fountain is the bronze figure of a wild boar standing at
the Macquarie Street entrance. It was presented to Sydney Hospital by the Marchesa
Fraschi Torrigiani of Florence in 1968 in memory of her father and brother, Thomas and
Piero Fraschi, both doctors at the hospital. 11 Porcellino or 'wild boar' is a replica of a
Hellenistic marble from the 11th century BC, now in the Uffizi Gallery in Florence. A
bronze copy by Pietro Tocca has stood in the Florence straw market for 400 years as a
wishing well collecting coins for the local orphanage. In Sydney, this sculpture raises
money for Sydney Hospital.
Sydney Hospital is an architectural, cultural and historical treasure. Now
combined with Sydney Eye Hospital it stands at the foundation of Australia's medical
history and continues its grand tradition of service.
Beverley Earnshaw

.......

Part III
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KOGARAH GOLF CLUB
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FIRST 50 YEARS
By Warren Dixon

KOGARAH GOLF CLUB AT MOOREFIELD
KOGARAH GOLF CLUB AT ARNCLIFFE Continued
Because of the rapid growth, the Club found itself in a delicate financial situation which was
proving difficult to overcome. An Interest Bearing Deposit scheme, backed by the
Commonwealth Bank to protect depositors, was presented to members and this provided the
necessary cash backing needed to stabilize the Club and provide for the added amenities as
required.
In passing, the Bank guaranteed Interest Bearing Deposits were the first ever offered by a
sporting club in Australia, a practice that is now quite common.
A dark cloud was already on the horizon in the shape of the proposed new International Terminal
at Mascot, the access road and bridge to service it from the south and the proposed construction
of the Southern Expressway and it seemed, at the time, that the Club's future was again in grave
peril.
The course and Clubhouse in 1967 was considered to be of such excellence that the "Aeron"
Company chose to hold their first "Aeron" 72-hole Professional Tournament at Kogarah, the first
major 72-hole event ever to be held on a Group II course and the event attracted a world-class
field including Tony Jacklin, Maurice Bembridge and Guy Wolstenholme from Great Britain,
Martin Roesink from Holland, along with Walter Godfrey, Brian Boys and Terry Kendall from
New Zealand, together with Kel Nagle, David Graham, Bob Stanton, Frank Phillips, Bill Dunk,
Randall Vines, Eric Cremin, Alan Murray, Bob Shaw, Col Johnston, Ted Ball and many more
Australian tournament and Club Professionals.
The inaugural event was won by Frank Phillips with a score of275, Colin Johnston was second
with 279 and Bill Dunk established a then course record of 65 in the 2nd round. This Tournament,
along with subsequent "Aeron" tournaments, gave great impetus to the Club by making
thousands of peopJe aware of our existence, a course then far removed from main roads and
public view.
1968 proved to be a year of planning for the future, one that a short time ago looked so dim, but
by now, the fact that we would continue on at this site despite the DMR intrusion was fact indeed
and after lengthy and involved negotiation with the Department's Officers, a new course plan
was evolved by prominent course designer, Mr Bob Green, and the Club's Directors.
Extensions to the Clubhouse had commenced by adding additional area to the ground and first
floors by demolishing and then extending an old verandah section towards the river, enlarging
the lower bar area to take two future billiard tables, relocation ofthe Secretary's Office from its

former position (Juniors' Room) and the building of toilet facilities to the first floor. Provision
was made also, at this stage, for the modernizing of the Main Bar, relocation and upgrading of
the cool room and the extension of the building towards the putting green, all to take place in
subsequent years.
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1971 saw the introduction of a new hole, the present 7th hole to replace the old 15th green, which
was located in the area now occupied by the bridge approaches and now offered us something
that was lacking in the old course, a short par three.
1972-73 were years of inconvenience to members due to the protracted nature ofDMR work
along our Marsh Street boundary, but by late '74 our new entrance area, beneath the bridge, had
been constructed and the car park area leveled and sealed.
During the late sixties and early seventies, the Club lost three of its Foundation Members, John
Stanley Binns, the man without whose vision and foresight the Club would not now exist and his
fellow Life Member, Norman Reilly, who carried out the office of Honorary Secretary for more
than half the Club's existence and Doug Cross, former Captain and long-standing Director who
had all physically helped create what we now have, a place for which we are justly proud.
1973-76 saw the building of a new par 3 hole (present 5th) in an area known as the market garden
area, leased from the Dl'v1R to replace loss of playing area due to the intrusion of the DMR on our
course. The hole proved to be an outstanding one and allowed for the re-routing of play so that
play would conclude on our present 18th green (formerly old 14th green), a long felt need
amongst Members and the Directors alike.
The past two to three years has seen the second stage of the Clubhouse alterations, as outlined
earlier, completed and the extension of the first hole to become a par five, contributing to a faster
exodus of players from the 1 st tee.
In summing up the past 50 years, a great deal is owed to a great number of people whose
determination, willingness and loyalty to a common aim was unyielding and tireless and as long
as Kogarah Golf Club has men and women of such caliber, it will continue to meet whatever the
needs of the future may be.

'this conciudes thr.e ankles (in
"Kogarah (jolt elub" bfJ Warren Dixon
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t/ Dates for your Diary
2
13
24

Walking Tour - Bowns Road 10.00am
Kogarah Historical Society Meeting 2.00pm
Mondays at the Museum 10.00

Advance Notice
July 22 Bus Tour of Cronulla
Guided by Pauline Curby (her book will be available for sale)
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