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MONTHL Y MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road,
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.

Speakers
July

Frances Shoolman - a journalist, who spent ei ghteen
years of her career as a reporter for the St George &
Sutherland Shire Leader Newspaper. During this time
she met many interesting and memorable people and
shares her memories of these with us.

8

August

12

Peter Christian - President of The Fellowship of First
Fleeters, who will discuss the preparation of the First Fleet,
the voyage, the arrival, the members of the Fleet and some of
their descendants.

/- july

5

/August

9

Committee, Meetings
7.00. pm - 1 Meriel Street Sans Souci
2.00 pm - 36 Louisa Street Oatley
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
Mavis Ward reports on our Meetings held on
8 April and 13 May 2004

+
Thursday 8 April - Our guest speaker was Dr. Peter Orlovich who talked to us about
Archiving. His experience in this field is extensive, originally having been a teacher of English and
History, but he changed course and took up a part time position at the Mitchell Library while he
studied for a Diploma of Librarianship and later, a Masters Degree. He spent 25 years teaching at
the University of NSW, during which time he set up the Diploma of Archiving Course, but the
course eventually failed when the government cut student funding. He was later invited to preserve
archives at Nauru where he worked for a number of years. He currently works at Kogarah Council
and NIDA at Kensington as an Archivist.
Kogarah Council records were originallY-keptáat the 'MitchellIibrary and, 'exc~'pt for a fe~áá years
which were lost, they are now preserved at Kogarah. Whilst describing the nature of these records,
Peter quoted from some letters to the Council, written by ratepayers who were concerned about
generallocaJ conditions. Although the style of writing might not be suitable for today, the letters
reflected feelings ranging from abuse to light hearted humour. It seems that nothing has changed.
Archives are a treasure house of information which is valuable for reference, development and
general business purposes, as well as for tracing the history of street and park names, also buildings
and houses.
These records are available to the general public; in fact Peter has invited us all to make an
appointment to see him at the Council to discuss any interest we might have.
Archiving is obviously a 'behind-the-scenes' occupation, but a very interesting one and we thank
Peter for his enlightening talk, so that we can appreciate the importance of his work.

Thursday 13 May: Our guest speaker was Alison Grellis who, as well as being a member of
our Society, is Local Studies Librarian and is engaged in research work at both Kogarah and
Leichhardt Libraries. Alison presented a very interesting insight into the process of creating a digital
media data base, thus making material available at the touch of a button.
We were shown examples of computor entries so that we could understand how the process works,
including indexing. Our own Newsletter will be indexed and kept up to date for reference purposes.
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At present this method of recording only covers the media and concentrates mainly on the Kogarah
Local Government area. Copies of The Leader are available for viewing by the public and there are
plans to extend this service.
.
Alison works with Betty Goodger on street name listings and origins, sometimes difficult to find
because of lack of research in past years.
Executors of the will of the late Dr. Joan Hatton invited the Council to inspectJoan's collection of
books and documents regarding Kogarah and many other areas. Kogarah acquired some 616 books
and 395 special Joan Hatton document collections. At present these are being indexed and can be
inspected, under supervision at the Library. Alison expressed praise for Joan Hatton's contribution
to the local area through her work and dedication to study and research

*********
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NEW MEMBERS
We have welcomed the following New Members to the Society over the past two months:

Evelyn Buckingham
Gary Stewart
Norman Clapham

Catherine Southall
Catherine Stewart

~re tbep loing mab in jf}ew ~outb Walt~!.
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proclaimed an Adelaide newspaper, and it seemed they were, because in 1887 a movement was
launched to rename the Colony of New South Wales.
Suggestions poured into the office of the Town and Country Journal.
Among them Britannia, for Great Britain: Anglia, for Ancient England:
Kamilaria, for an Aboriginal
tribe well known in the area: Waratahria, for the waratah:
Cooksalia, for Captain Cook:
Jacksonia,
for Port Jackson;
Carringtonia,
for Governor Lord Carrington:
Arcadia,
because of the arcadian pursuits of much of the population: and Eldoradia, because the Colony
was rich in gold.
"

However, a Welshman had the final say when he wrote "The flame New South Wales sounds sweet
to me".
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AND DID YOU KNOW????
The Apex Club in Rockdale received its Charter on 5 July 1952 and became Club No.80 of the
Association of Apex Clubs.
One of their thoughtful activities was to build a swimming J>091 for the Kyle Williams Legacy Home
at Kyle Bay.
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Historic crour of _eroftulla
"ChursdAfI - 22 ?u41
The bus leaves from Oatley Senior Citizens Centre at 9.00am for a historic tour of Cronulla .
Commentary will be by Pauline Curb.
Pauline works as a freelance consultant historian and is currently President of the Professional
Historians' Association (NSW) Inc. She has undertaken consultancies in oral history, environmental
history and heritage. Her publications include A Pictorial History of Cronulla and Seven Miles from
Sydney, a History of Manly winner of the print media Energy AustralialNational Trust Awards,
2002. She has lived in Cronulla for 26 years.
Cost $15.00 -lunch at your own expense.
Pauline will have copies of her book "A Pictorial History of Cronulla" for sale at $20.00 each.
Please book by phoning Janette on 9529 7117 .
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On 2 Maya Walking Tour was conducted in Bowns Road - Kogarah,
One of the early families who resided in Bowns Road was
:
1
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THE HATFIELDS'

who lived at Numbers 15 and 17
These semi detached, two-storey houses are Victorian in style, probably built in 1888 as they are
in the first Kogarah Council Rate Book of 1889. In 1896 each house was valued at £39.
James Hatfield lived in No 15 named SALISBURY until his death in 1916. He was an alderman
from 1889-1891.
Henry Hatfield lived in No 17, KURNELL He was named Robert Henry but appears to have
been called Henry. The death of R H Hatfield is recorded on boards in Carss Cottage, kept of the
deaths of members oftbe M,VIOOF. He died 4 September 1920 aged 65 (ie born 1855). More of
this later!
Both men had. close associations with the Kogarah School of Arts. James was at the inaugural
meeting of 1885 and Henry was Treasurer in 1906.
There is an Honour Roll for the War 1914-18 in the School of Arts and there are three Hatfields
listed-Cecil and Stanley, sons of lames and Henry J F, son of Henry. All returned home safely.
James Hatfield was present at the formation of a management committee for St George Cottage
. Hospital and was elected Vice President and Treasurer . .As he was an accountant, the, position of
Treasurer was not unexpected
Detour into High Street to Nos 2-4, brick semis. James' daughter, .Mabel A Hatfield was still
living in No 15 when she applied for permission to build these semi-detached cottages in 1926.
The land for these properties was up for auction under the Bay View Park Subdivision 'of
October 1884 which extended from the south side of Bowns Road from Bellevue Street west to
Kogarah Road west through to English Street At the bottom of Bowns Road facing Kogarah
Road (renamed Princes Highway after the Prince of Wales visited NSW in 1920) stood a stone
cottage with a separate stone cell with a cellar which was then being rented by the Government
This stone cottage was the official police station for Kogarah until the police moved into a new
building in Montgomery Street in 1896.
Senior Constable Michael McCole (later Sergeant) was living and presumably working there
from 1884. There is a letter in 1be Council's Archive dated 30 August 1897 complaining to
Michael McCole about ''the want of police protection with reference to Woniora Road". His son,
William Patrick McCole subdivided the big allotment in 1929.
But before Sgt McCole, we are told by a descendant of Henry Hatfield that Henry was born in
this stone cottage in 1855 when his father was the constable!
William L Hatfield and his wife, Sarah A, had 8 children, 4 sons and 4 daughters. I hope the
cottage was roomy!
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

ear5S eottage Museum
The Museum is open Sundays and some Public Holidays
from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm
Admission: Adults $2.00
Children 50 cents
Group visits may be arranged for weekdays or weekends by telephoning
the Custodian, Coralie Lewin on 9546 1580

t/
July

Museum Roster

4
11

Dianne McCarthy & Ken Grieve
Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson
Trudy Johns & Gilda Tilia
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

18

./25
August

Dianne McCarthy & Norrene Bums
Mavis Ward & Rosemary Maughan
Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone
Cath & Leo Sullivan
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PLEASE NOTE: the Roster Clerk is Elizabeth Emerson.
If you are unable to attend on your rostered day please
phone Elizabeth on 9546 4149. Thankyou.
There is a copy of the' Roster list on the door of the metal
cabinet in the kitchen of the Museum.
You received your own copy in February but if you would
like ,an.otb,elá please let Elizabeth know.
\.
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MUSEUM NEWS
The flow of visitors to the Museum on Sundays seems to have increased this year and is also more
consistent. It is pleasing to note too that our visitors book shows comments from people from quite
far afield.
Mondays at the Museum - July 26: We usually have a 'full house' on these days so please
phone and let me know if you want to attend. Our speaker for July is Marv O'Grady. Marv has his
own business, Marvellous Tributes, and will show us how he can create a wonderful video or DVD,
featuring your own photos, video clips and favourite music.
Our speaker for Mondays at the Museum in May was Beverley Earnshaw. Beverley
gave us a very interesting background to life in the early days of Australia, describing convicts as
"founding fathers and mothers" of our nation. Contrary to popular belief, convicts were not all
British. Foreign sailors, who were brought before a court in a British colony, were often sent to
Australia.
Troops serving in Australia employed convicts as servants and some of these were taken back to
England when the regiments returned. In the early times, children were Dot generally transported,
especially girls, but were later brought out to be cheap labour. One kind employer was a Colonel
Wilson who took two young girls from Mauritius into his household where he treated them well,
eventually marrying one of them.
Beverley related numerous stories about the activities of convicts, some of whom showed audacity
and cunning. There was group of Greek pirates on the 'Hercules' which was sunk by the British in
1829. The crew was picked up, tried in Malta and transported to Australia where they were put to
work on Macarthur's Vineyard.

These men did not speak English but revolutionised wine growing, using methods they had seen in
Greece. When the Greek Government found out about this, the men were returned home.
Some of the convicts were educated but most and even some Government clerks, were not literate,
therefore written names were not always legible. Individuals were then often given names relating to
their personal type, such as 'Tom Tough'. Some of these -names would no doubt be rather
interesting.
Some of the convicts were artists and managed to put this talent to lucrative use. Among these was a
group of Polish men who were previously forgers, probably the reason for them being there in the
first place. They soon found that they could take advantage of the general illiteracy of the colony to
their own considerable gain, especially when they found an opportunity to delude the Government
Printer.
Beverley told us lots of tales, some humorous and some sad, but an gave us an insight into life in
''The Colony" in those days. Life must have indeed been tough and it made us realise how fortunate
we are not to have lived at that time. Many of the convicts did not ever return home and their stories
leave us to ponder on their fate and possibly their descendants.
(Thanks to Mavis Ward for this report)

**********************
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In the vestibule of the Museum is an uprightmangle, a
a formidable machine with cast iron regs and sides and
two wooden rollers which are made to revolve by turning
a handJe. The water squeezed out of the clothes dripped
into a tub pJaced underneath.
, Mangling also reduced the need to iron large articles like
sheets.
Mangling was hard work and young boys were
encouraged to improve their muscles by helping on wash
day. There were many crushed fingers.
'Taking in mangling' or ironing was one way a poor
housewife could earn extra money
Next time you visit the Museum, take note of the mangle and be ever thankful for the invention of
the washing machine and drip dry fabrics.

t/

Dates for your Diary

July 8
July 22
July 26
Augustl2

Kogarah Historical Society Meeting - 2pm
Bus tour - Cronulla with Pauline Curby
Mondays at the Museum - 1 Oam
Kogarah Historical Society Meeting - 2pm

Advance Notice
Monday 13 September - visit to
The Embroiderers' Guild NSW to view their Textile Collection
with the Custodian of the Guild Marie Cavanagb.
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Whenever I am asked a question about a school, I turn to my favourite reference book,
Government Schools of New South Wales 1848 to 1998, prepared by the NSW Department of
School Education. But for the St. George Girls High School it has only the meagre information
that it began in 1916.
I learnt much more from the recollections of May Grieve, who was one of the first pupils
1916. She wrote a delightful article for the Newsletter of April 1972. Getting to school was
no t always easy and one pupil came every day from Thirroul!.

in

Among Gwen Coxhead's papers, I found an article written by another pupil of that first
intake of 1916. It was written by Mrs. Wales in August 1980. She had been Glad Ritchie, and
from the comments in her article, I rather think she may have gone on to train alta t acher. As
this article has not yet appeared in our Newsletter, I think you may enjoy her m ories and
comments.
B.GOODGER

~.

ST GEORGE GIRlS llGH SCHOOL

'fj .

MEMORIES NOTED DOWN IN 1980

by Glad Wales ( nee Ritchie)
St. George Girls High School opened in January 1916, the first High School in the large St.
George district.
.
Before 1916, Primary School ended in the 5th class, when all pupils sat for the Qualifying
Certificate. Having gained this coveted QC, pupils went on to High School if they wished to
extend their education. It was possible for pupils sitting for the QC to gain a bursary, which
entitled them to a grant of money each year and free text books, or a scholarship which
granted them just free text books.
The High School course in 1916 was only four years. First and Second years ended in
the Intermediate Certificate. This examination was always held at another school At the end
of Fourth Year students sat for the Leaving Certtftcare.
This entitled students to go either to the University or to the Teachers College.
The Teachers College had two courses, a short one of only one year, and a longer
course of two years. On completion the Education Department sent those who had
succeeded to any Department school in NSW. But if a girl was under 19 years of age and living
at home, the Department was not allowed to send her too far. A nearby school was found
Incidentally in 1920, the large sum of 72 pounds a year was the salary paid and some of
the classes had over 80 pupils. Teachers Federation please note.
St. George Girls High School in 1916 consisted of a large cottage building, which had
been Dr. Slater's residence and several portable rooms towards the back of the cottage.
The old cottage had one room with very cracked ceiling and we lived in fear and
trepidation, waiting for it to fall. Alas, it never did, at least while I was there.

Some of the first students had already completed first and second years at Kogarah
Intermediate High School, so they went into Third Year and the new girls, just starting High
School, became the First Year girls.
Our first Headmistress was a very fine lady, Miss Emily Cruise. Other members of her
staff were Misses Perrin, Conley, Hynes, Paradise, Beavis, Teychennie, Binns, Bladen and
Wilson. These names I remember. If I have forgotten any or mixed them a little, please
forgive.
Our Botany excursions were loved by all. Miss Sarah Hynes was a delight to us all. How
she loved her subject and tried so hard to instil the love of our own native trees and flowers
into her girls. I have been told that one of our wattles, Acacia Hynesiana, has been named
after Miss Hynes.
Art excursions to the Art Gallery and to the main churches and public buildings were
awaited with great pleasure, as it meant a trip to town.
PE (Physical Education) took place tnthe playgreund. ,Sport was loved by all, tennis,
swimming, hockey. We also had a camera club, which met in the old bush house amidst the
croaks of dozens of frogs which dwelt in the fountain pool along with the goldfish.
We had a sweet Irish teacher of French. One day she stopped to ask "What is that man
shouting?" We replied, "He's calling Rabbtt-O, He's selling rabbits". "Good Gracious! Our
men in Dublin only call 'Cockles and Mussels' ", said our teacher and went on with the lesson.
The subjects taught were English, History, Mathematics 1 and 11, Latin, French, Botany,
Art, Needlework and Geography. Students who took the Latin course had English, History,
Mathematics, Botany, Latin and French. Students who took the 'Arts course had English,
History, Mathematics, Botany, French, Geography, Art and Needlework ,"
In ,1916 the First World War was being fought and all our energies went .into war efforts.
Almost evert gil'i learned to knit, socks, balaclavas, caps and scarves (weird and wonderful
some of them.) These were sent off with a note in the toe, from each girl. Once we had a mile
of pennies, along the main street of Kogarah to raise money for the Red Cross.

During 1917, the art students, headed by Lena Trantum bought ribbon and stencilled it
with red diagonal stripes. These were sold to the girls with the money going to the Comforts
Fund. Thus our hat band came into being.
Our school badge was designed by Miss Beavis and was greeted with great joy by all the
girls.
We had no special uniform at first. We mainly wore a white blouse and a skirt.
At lunch time we sat on the grass or along the gardens. There were few seats. The
gardens were lovely, with lots of fruit trees, peaches and apricots. In season luscious
peaches and apricots hung from -the trees 'but alas, they were forbidden fruit. We were not
allowed to touch them, but I sometimes wonder whether the girls strictly adhered to this rule.
Students travelled to St. George by steam tram, steam train or walked from nearby
homes. Girls came from far afield, Marrickville, Earlwood, Lakemba, Arncliffe, Sans Souci and
as far away as Hellcnsburgh. The steam trains ran at approximately half hour intervals and the
old steam tram to Sans Souci did not go very frequently, so you had to make sure that you
were not 'kept in'.
In 1924 a large brick building was built facing Victoria Street, on the land that was the old
hockey field for the 1916 girls.

Students were not permitted to enter by the front door. They had to walk around the end
of the school and enter by the rear. On the floor, ncar the door leading into the library, was a
lovely crest of St. George and the Dragon, on which no one was permitted to walk. One had
to walk around the edge of the crest when going into the library. This has recently been
covered by linoleum, alas and alack!
In 1927 the old cottage building was demolished and more portables erected on the site.
In 1935 extensions to the school building were opened, containing chemistry laboratories, art

and sewing rooms.
In 1962 the new wing, with science laboratories, music and geography rooms, was
completed and in 1967 the building containing the Assembly Hall, seating 750, the gymnasium,
canteen and a wide walkway, was built on the old cottage site. Thus, St. George Girls High
School has grown from one cottage and some portables in 1916, to the large area of buildings
which exist today.

Gradually St. George has grown from the original 141 girls to 9':'>3. From the small staff
in 1916, it now has Mrs. Woyde as Headmistress with 96 teachers on her staff, and many more
subjects being taught.
St. George girls have gone into many spheres of work, education, medicine, veterinary
science, nursing, law, science, literature, business and many other fields, even into Parliament.
Of the original girls, Ivy Baldock entered the Department of Education and taught at St.
George before becoming Headmistress of Penshurst Girls High. Eileen Hayes (now Mrs. Barrell)
also taught at St. George. Molly Williamson taught for many years in the Department before
leaving to become a missionary. Bella Monroe became Headmistress of Penshurst Primary
School.
Peggy Stead became our Australian authoress, Christina Stead. Other St. George grrls
who come to mind are-Rita Harradence (now Lady Cornforth) who made her name in science
research; jessie McAndrew (Mrs. Cooper) who became a Senator in the South Australian
Parliament; Rosaline Keene, our..well known singer; Anne Mathieson who is one of the Royal
reporters; Clair Isbister. our well known doctor; Eula Guthrie who became Regional Head of
Education; Miss Marjorie Rose who became Headmistress of St. George, and many others.
The Old Girls Union was formed in 1921, Lena Trantum being the first President and Nea
Williamson (Mrs. McCubben), is doing lots of goods work for the school. It meets every fourth
Thursday at the school and three of the original 1916 girls still attend each meeting.
Each year in April, as near to Sf. George's as possible, we hold an Annual Reunion and
girls come from near and far to meet old friends and to form new friendships.
Wherever you travel, you are sure, sooner or later, to meet an ex-St. Georgian, in
England, Europe, Norway, the U.S.A., Canada, New Zealand or Asia. They are either living
permanently or visiting all over the world and there is always the St. George bond between us.
Tradition is a grand thing. It gives us something to hold and respect. Without it we
would be lost. Like the blue strand which runs through all the rope used in the British Navy, so
is our pride in our school and our many years of friendship remains with all St. Georgians.
May it remain the St. George High School forever.

fa
THE SCHOOL SONG
Sung to the tune of "Marching through Georgia"

j

Let our voices mingle in the chorus,
Tell the world of battles fought and won,
Valiant and bold, St. George of old,
Left a story well begun,
For loyal hearts to still uphold,
Let there be no fear,
St. George Girls High School takes its heritage,
Nor will disgrace its page.
St. George, St. George will hoist the banner high,
St. George, St. George will flaunt it to the sky,
Proudly let it flutter, discerned by every eye,
O'er the grand old school of St. George.

I

Fling the pen aside and don the jacket,
Always first and foremost in the field,
Cry red and white, trust God and Right,
Play to win and ne'er to yield,
In sport we'll prove St. George's might,
Let who will oppose us,
St. George Girls ever ever will be there,
St. Georgians will be there.
St. George, St. George, run up the red and white,
Sf. George, St. George, in chorus God and Right,
In the field and classroom, St. George wiJl win the fight,
Trust the jolly girls of St. George.
************~~**.********
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to Australia in 1838, aged 21, to make his fortune. He pioneered the regularization of
sales in Sydney and was the first to develop a 'pastoral house' which, with its credit facilities,
arrangements for wool consignments to London and other services, provided an essential backing for
pastoralists which was imitated by other firms which helped make the Australian wool industry
successful.
woo]

Other interests were in railways, sugar, silk, cotton and alpaca production, mining for gold and
copper, engineering and refrigeration for perishable goods to Britain. He supported cheaper funerals
for the working man.
His large warehouse at Circular Quay was a landmark as was his dry dock at Balmain.

(The answer will be published in the next Newsletter)

