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MONTHL Y MEETINGS 
,- 

General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, 
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm. 

The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting. 

/.ovember It Speakers 

Beverley Earnshaw. will speak about The Good, 
The Bad and The Unfortunate. Some convicts were villians, 
some dtd not deserve to be there and others performed outstanding 
acts WhICh have never been acknowledged. Beverley will tell some 
of their stories. . 

9 Christmas Luncheon > 12.30pm Brighton Ie sands R.S.L. 
Club. Please book with Mrs. Cath Sullivan on 9579 6149 by 
3 December. 

Committee Meetings 
/"November 8 - 7pm 36 Louisa St. Oatley 
/December 6 -7pm 3/14 Resthaven Rd. South Hurstville 



NEW MEMBERS 
Over the past two months we have welcomed the following new members 

Autri Santillan a 

KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
Mavis Ward reports on our Meeting held on 12 August 2004 

Peter Christian, who is President of the Fellowship of First 
Fleeters, titled his talk "What HappenedWhen They Arrived" and began by telling us that 
original convicts were sent to America as indentured servants but that could not happen here as 
there were no employers for them. When' a colony in NSW was authorised it was planned to 
send 750 convicts of various nationalities and they set off with supplies including food, 
livestock, a tent for the Governor and even a piano belonging to the surgeon and which was later 
owned by Elizabeth Macarthur. One curious food item was listed as "portable soup". There is 
also a rumour that four or five rabbits also arrived (perhaps that's where it all started). Each 
ship was equipped "like another Noah's Ark". 

Arthur Philip was commissioned to set up the colony and it was his skill that got the fleet 
through the journey. He allowed the convicts the privilege of being on the decks during 
daytime and sometimes also at night as he believed this would keep them healthy. The ships 
called at Capetown where they were generously given supplies by the Dutch. Philip found 
Botany Bay unsuitable for a colony and sailed to Port Jackson where, on 16 January 1788, he 
landed, raised the flag and took possession for the King. We heard some enlightening stories 
such as the night of debauchery which followed when the convict women disembarked, or were 
'let loose'. Because of their starvation diet the convicts resorted to stealing food. If they were 
caught they were punished with the lash but, if marines were caught, they were hanged. When 
Courts of Law were set up, the Governor was empowered to grant land, usually thirty acres. 
Convicts who were granted 'unconditional' pardon were allowed to return home but, if their 
pardon was 'conditional', they had to remain here. 

Settlers included convicts and marines from various places, also. some wives who accompanied 
their husbands. One man who was granted land on emancipation was James Squires who became 
a brewer. Even though he had a wife and three children in England, he had three 
'housekeepers' . When he died he left his estate to his wife and children and the current 
housekeeper. A glowing epitaph in his honour can be seen on a plaque near Central Station. 
There is another plaque in Parramatta Cemetery, origin unknown, which reads "Ye who wish to 
lie here, drink Squires beer". Somebody obviously had a sense of humour. 

It used to be a matter of shame to be descended from a convict but now the skeletons are out of 
the cupboard and many people, including some very prominent members of society, are proud of 
their convict heritage. The First Fleeters erect plaques on the graves of early settlers whenever 
they fmd them. For those interested in convict history, Peter recommended reading "The 
Founders of Australia" by Molly Gillan. 

Our journey back in time revealed a good deal about life here in the infancy of the colony. I am 
sure that we are all happy that we did not live in those times, even though Peter's stories were 
full of interest. 
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.L~N AUSTRALIAN SCULPTOR 
William Priestly MacIntosh 

by 
Beverley ~arnshaw 

assisted by Janette Hollebone 

Saturday, 20th November 2004 at 2.30pm 
Kogarah School of Arts, cnr. Bowns Road & Queens A venue, Kogarah 

R. S . v. P. Mrs. Betty Goodger 9570 1101 or Mrs. Beryl Butters 9580 6954 

The book will be launched by 
MARGARET BETTERIDGE 

Curator of the Sydney Town Hall Collection 

From 1918, until his death in 1930 William Priestly MacIntosh lived' in 
English Street, Kogarah, where he created many beautiful sculptures in a backyard 
workshop.He was a sculptor of extraordinary talent yet his works have been largely 

overlooked by contemporary writers. 

He was responsible for some of Australia's best known architectural ornament including the 
statuary on the Queen Victoria Building, thirteen of the statues on the Lands Department 
in Bridge Street, Sydney and the coat- of- arms on old Parliament House, Canberra. 
in his work on Sydney Technical College at Ultimo he was the first to break with 

tradition and promote the use of Australian flora and fauna as a feature of 
decorative stonework. 

His ecclesiastical sculpture is refined and detailed. For the reredos in St. Saviours 
Cathedral, Goulbum, he produced a masterpiece based on The Last Supper 

by Leonardo da Vinci, executed in Oamaru stone. 
Eighty of his sculptures have so far been discovered, including commissions for 

Government Departments, the Corporate Sector and private individuals. It is hoped that 
through this publication other works by this prolific sculptor will be discovered. 

The book contains 128 pages with 100 pi ctures. 
It will retail for $25.00 but at the Launch will be available for [he speciaJ price of $20.00 
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i THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER 
Westminster Abbey 1920 

The grave of the Unknown Soldier is covered by a slab of Belgian marble from a quarry ncar Namur. On it is the 
following inscription, composed by Herbert Ryle, Dean of Westminster. 

BENEATH THIS STONE RESTS THE BODY 
OF A BRITISH WARRIOR 

UNKNOWN BY NAME OR RANK 
BROUGHT FROM FRANCE TO LIE AMONG 
THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS OF THE LAND 
AND BURIED HERE ON ARMISTICE DAY 
11 NOV: 1920, IN THE PRESENCE OF 

HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE V 
HIS MINISTERS OF STATE 

THE CHIEFS-GF HIS FORCES 
AND A VAST CONCOURSE OF THE NATION 

THUS ARE COMMEMORATED THE MANY 
MULTITUDES WHO DURING THE GREAT 

WAR OF 1914-1918 GAVE THE MOST THAT 
MAN CAN GIVE UFE ITSELF 

FOR GOD 
FOR KING AND COUNTRY 

FOR LOVED ONES HOME AND EMPIRE 
FOR THE SACRED CAUSE OF JUSTICE AND 

THE FREEDOM OF THE WORLD 

THEY BURIED HIM AMONG THE KINGS 
BECAUSE HE 

HAD DONE GOOD TOWARD GOD AND 
TOWARD 

HIS HOUSE 

In 1919, the British Government sponsored a journey which took widows of British soldiers killed in France to visit 
their husbands' graves. But there were many British. War Widows unable to take part in the pilgrimage because their 
husbands lay in unmarked graves somewhere on World War battlefields. 

As a result of the war, almost every person in England had suffered bereavement, 'either in their 
immediate or extended family. For this reason, a British Army Chaplain, Rev. David Railton, suggested that a 
memorial should be set up in England to commemorate the thousands of unidentified war dead lying in unmarked 
graves in France. The idea centred around the body of an unlenown soldier to be selected from a number of bodies 
exhumed from the principal battlefields of France. The exhumations took place and the remains were taken to the 
Chapel of St. Poi. There, on the night of 7th November 1920;i~rigadier General L.J. Wyatt, Of ficer in charge of the 
troops in France and Flanders, and Colonel Gel went into the chapel alone. (Tradition says the General was 
blindfolded). Six bodies lay on stretchers, each covered with a Union Jack. The one the General selected was lain in a 
plain coffin and sealed ready for transportation to England. This small coffin was later to be placed inside a more sturdy 
casket of Hampton Court Oak, sent from England for the purpose. The other deceased were buried with full rites of the 
Church of England, Roman Catholic and non-conformist churches. 

On the l lth November 1.920, the coffin containing the unknown soldier was set on a gun carnage drawn 
by six black horses and moved in solemn procession towards its destination, Westminster Abbey. Huge crowds 
gathered along the route to watch silently as it passed by. People (rom all over England had gravitated to London to 
pay tribute to the unknown warrior. At Whitehall, King George V, members of the Royal Family, and Ministers of 
State joined the procession, walking behind the gun carriage to the North door of the Abbey. There, the coffin was 
borne to the west end of the nave through a guard of honour comprising 100 holders of the Victoria Cross. The grave 
was kept open for seven days to allow thousands of mourners to file past. 
The War Widows who took the last sad journey to view their husbands' graves, knew where their men were buried. 
But thousands of British families took comfort in the fact that their loved one just might be the man who was buried 
with honour in Westminster Abbey. 
Beverley Earnshaw. 
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Kogarah has been home to many outstanding personalities and among these, with pride, 
we can number a Victoria Cross winner. 

At 38 Arthur Street, Kogarah (until] 946 when the postal address changed to Carlton) 
lived Walter Ernest Brown and his family. His daughter, Pamela, had a playmate, Beverley 
Earnshaw, our fellow member of KHS. Beverley knew about the Victoria Cross but not how it 
had been won. She also remembered a photograph of Mr Brown with another Victoria Cross 
holder, named Currey, but knew nothing of him. 

It has been a rewarding task to find a few answers for her 'and to share them with KHS. 
Another article will follow to tell the story of William Matthew Currey and his association with 
Kogarah. 

Walter Brown was awarded his Victoria Cross on 6th July 1918. He was a corporal 
serving with the 20th Australian Infantry Battalion at Villers-Bretonneux in France. 

The citation which was published in the London Gazette of 17th August] 918 records his 
courageous feat in quiet, unimpassioned prose. 

"For most conspicuous bravery and determination when with an advanced party from his 
battalion which was going to the line in relief. The company to which he was attached carried 
out during the night, a minor operation resulting in the capture of a small system of enemy 
trench. Early on the following morning an enemy strong-post, about seventy yards distant, 
caused the occupants of the newly captured trench great inconvenience by persistent sniping. 
Hearing that it had been decided to rush this post, Corporal Brown, on his own initiative, crept 
out along the shallow trench and made a dash toward the post. An enemy machine-gun opened 
fire from another trench and forced him to take cover. Later he again dashed forward and 
reached his objective. With a Mills grenade in his hand he stood at the door ofa dug-out and 
called on the occupants to surrender. One of the enemy rushed out, a scuffle ensued and 
Corporal Brown knocked him down with his fist. Loud cries of'vKamerad'' were then heard, and 
from the dug-out an officer and eleven other ranks appeared. This party Corporal Brown brought 
back as prisoners to our line, the enemy meanwhile from other positions, bringing áheavy 
machine-gun fire to bear on the party." 

. The first presentation of the Victoria Cross, made by Queen Victoria herself, took place 
on 26th June 1857 in Hyde Park, London. The Queen had visited Netley Hospital, riear 
Southhampton, to meet wounded men from the Crimean War in 1855. It is believed that she was 
so impressed by the bravery of these men, that she conceived a new decoration. It is also 
believed that the design was largely suggested by her consort, Prince Albert. The Queen herself 
decided the description should be "For Valour". 

The metal used is bronze obtained from cannon captured at Sebastopol during the 
Crimean War. The Royal Army Ordnance Corps still retains an adequate stock of these guns to 
ensure a continuance of this traditional association. 

During World War 1914-1919,66 Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross and 
among them was Walter Ernest Brown. 



The historian, Wigmore, gives a more detailed account than the citation, which I feel is 
worth quoting as it demonstrates not only Brown's courage but also the audacity the Anzacs so 
often displayed. 

"The morning following the commencement of the Battle of Hamel showed that the 
enemy had received a thorough shaking and that his front line was disorganized. Advantage was 
taken of this to push out our front positions as far as possible before the Germans recovered. As 
part of this activity, the 2Is1 Battalion had moved into some forward newly-taken trenches and 
were relieved by the zo". 

"Brown was a member of a small advance party from the zo" which joined the 21 st on 
the evening of 5th July to prepare for the change-over next morning. At daylight, Brown was 
exploring the trench when a sergeant ofthe 21st told him that his men were still being troubled 
by enemy snipers close by, but that they were unable to detect the source ofthe fire. Brown 
vainly waited half an hour for the Germans to fire more shots, but none came. He then walked 
farther out along the trench, which became shallower as he progressed. From a new position 
there, he spotted a mound of earth some seventy yards away across open ground. Soon, from this 
point, a shot was fired. Brown discarded his rifle, picked up a Mills bomb in each hand and 
charged out of the trench. Other shots whistled about him, but he reached to what he judged was 
bombing range, unharmed. He threw a bomb but it fell short. Dropping down, he waited for 
some minutes, then leapt up and ran to the mound. Behind it he found a kidney-shaped trench, 
with a dug-out entrance at the far end and a machine-gun standing in the middle on a parados 
(1). Brown jumped into the trench, making for the dug-out. A German appeared in the doorway. 
Brown knocked him down with a blow to the jaw and backed to the machine-gun, holding his 
bomb ready to throw. Behind him, however, Germans started to emerge from another dug-out 
which he had not noticed earlier. He could not now throw the bomb or he would have been at 
the mercy of any survivors from the explosion. He therefore merely "threatened" the enemy with 
it=and to his surprise the whole party, consisting of an officer and twelve men of the 137th 
Infantry Regiment (1 08th Division) surrendered. 

"Australians watching from their own Positions were then treated to the spectacle of 
Brown shepherding his party at the trot across the seventy yards, bomb still held menacingly, the 

. whole party being under fire from a German machine-gun from another post. 

"Back in his own lines; Brown handed over the prisoners, picked up his rifle and 
dismissed the incident from his mind; but word of it spread quickly to every unit of the Corps 
and General Monash had no hesitation in approving the VC recommendations which appeared 
on his desk soon afterwards. The enemy machine-gun which figured in the exploit is on display 
in the Australian War Memorial." 

By now I was curious to know more about the man himself and fortunately Wigmore 
tells us something of his life. 

Brown was born in New Norfolk, Tasmania on 2nd July 1885. He became a grocer in 
Hobart and later moved to Petersham. It was in Sydney that he enlisted on 11 th July 1915, 
determined to become an infantryman. In order, however, to get to the front more quickly, he 
transferred to the Light Horse and, after arrival in Egypt, to the camel corps. Shortly afterwards, 
by reporting that he had lost his false teeth he was sent to Cairo for replacements and was able to 
transfer as a reinforcement to the 20th Battalion. The journey to France to join the zo" followed. 
After brief service with the 1 st and 2nd Field Butcheries and the ss" Battalion at Flers, he was 
taken on strength of the zo" on 8th August ) 9) 7 



From the first Brown was stamped with the mark of the born soldier. Quiet, friendly, 
loyal beyond measure, he and his special mate, Hughes, moved up with the battalion of St Omer 
for the fighting around Passchendaele in September and October. Hughes was posted missing, 
while Brown was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for "most self-sacrificing devotion 
to duty, attending to the wounded of his company under heavy shellfire. Later in the action he 
took charge of his section after its sergeant had become a casualty and showed a fine example of 
courage and leadership to the men." 

After the battle, Brown refused leave in England so that he might search the battlefield for 
Hughes' body. He found it in a temporary grave, and made and erected a wooden cross 
over it before returning to normal duty. 

On 19th October 1917 Brown was appointed Lance-Corporal. His second stripe came on 7th 
April 1918 and he became a sergeant on 13th September 1918. He was wounded twice, on 3rd 
November 1917 and 11th August 1918. 

After his return to Australia and discharge on 15th February 1920, Brown lived for some time 
in Sydney. He then joined the staff of the NSW Irrigation Commission and was stationed at 
Leeton. 

He married Miss Maude Dillon of Ireland on 4th June 1932. The wedding, at Bexley, 
was attended by a surprise guard of honour of eight Victoria Cross comrades. There was a 
daughter, Pamela and, a son Walter, but he died of meningitis in June 1943. 

When the next World War began Brown was fifty-five but he enlisted on 21st June 1940, 
giving his date of birth as 3rd July 1900. He was accepted and in camp at Wagga Wagga before 
his true record became known, but no official action was taken. 

In writing to a friend, he said; "I could not resist the temptation of enlisting again when I saw 
'the boys and many of the old Diggers going away. And, although I have a wife and two lovely 
kiddies to think about, I came to the conclusion that my duty was to serve my country and my 
family both." 

Brown became a gunner with the 2115th Field Regiment when it was formed in November. 
With it, as part of the ill-fated 8th Division, he sailed to Malaya in July 1941. He was last seen a 
few hours before the surrender on the evening of 15th February 1942, when he reached for some 
grenades, walked off towards enemy positions and said quietly., "No surrender for me ." 

Wally Brown's medals, including the VC and DCM, are displayed in the Australian War 
Memorial at Canberra. The collection also includes his portrait by Sir John Longstaff. 

Kogarah may well be proud to have been the home of Wally Brown, VC. 
BGOODGER 

NOTES 
1. Parados an elevation of earth behind a fortified p lace to secure from reverse attack 

(OED) 
REFERENCES 

1. They dared mightily. Ed by Lionel Wigmore. Canberra, Aust. War Memorial 1963 
Pp130-133,128,294,296-297. 

2. Australian winners of the Victoria Cross in the Great War 1914-1919. Compiled by 
K R Cramp. Syd., McCarron, Stewart 1919 
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~. Our Society was invited to Calvary Hospital on 24 May 2004 for an unveiling ceremony of the 

LCM Heritage Display. On the same day our Beverley Earnshaw was speaker at Mondays at the 
Museum at Carss Cottage, so I as Secretary represented us on Fitzgerald Hill. 

During the formal proceedings before the unveiling, a short history was given of Mary Potter, 
which T found very interesting. Mary Potter was born on 22 November 1847 in the parish of 
Southwark, England, the fifth child and only daughter of William and Mary Anne Potter. Before 
Mary was one year old, her father left the family and emigrated to' Australia, leaving her mother 
to raise five children alone. 

Mary had been born with a weak heart-and throughout her life suffered poor health such as 
tuberculosis, scarlet fever, rheumatic fever and had both breasts removed because of carsinoma 
before she was 32 years old. She suffered greatly from rheumatism and the last years of her life 
were spent in a wheelchair due to a crippling arthritic condition. 

In December 1868 Mary was accepted as a postulant by the Sisters of Mercy but was released by 
them to return home because of ill-health. Mary believed she was called by God to found a 
religious order dedicated to prayer and care for the dying. The Sisters of the Little Company of 
Mary were founded 2 July 1877 with Mary and four companions working in a disused stocking 
factory in Nottingham. 

Under Mary's leadership began the establishment of Little Company of Mary Health Care 
facilities in many parts of the world. On 4 November 1885 ss Liguri arrived in Australia from 
England with six Little Company of Mary Sisters who were immediately in demand to care for 
the sick and dying. They were a mobile group who cared for the patients in their own homes 
until the I5-bed Lewisham Hospital was opened in August 1887. The Sisters then concentrated 
more on medical and surgical nursing care. 

Other Australian foundations followed: 1890 psychiatric hospital at Ryde (now Dalton Gardens); 
1900 Calvary Hospital, Adelaide; Wagga Wagga 1936; Hobart 1938; Melbourne 1938; Cairns 

. 1950. Calvary Hospital, Kogarah was officially opened on 22 May 1966. Comfort of the patient 
at the end of life is done with dignity and caring, and includes loving counselling of those who 
are grieving. 

Mary Potter died in England on 9 April 1913. On 8 February 1988 Pope John Paul II declared 
Mary Potter "venerable", the first of three steps toward sainthood. 

Janette Hollebone 

/ WHO AM I.? 
Born John Goffage in 1909, he had been a drover, opal miner, cane cutter and deck hand, and 
worked in a wine cellar before becoming an actor. In Forty Thousand Horsemen, made in 1940, 
the famous light horse charge was filmed before the outbreak of war on 1 February 1938 in the 
sandh.ills at Cronulla using a cavalry division brought together for the sesqui-centenary 
celebrations and which could spare only a day for filming. He starred in two other famous 
Australian war films, The Rats ofTobruk, made in 1944 and The Overlanders. Other films were 
Eureka Stockade, Bitter Springs, Bush Christmas, They're a Weird Mob and Fright. 



earss eottage "'Museum 
The Museum is open Sundays and some Public Holidays 

from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm 
Admission: Adults $2.00 Children 50 cents 

ttl' Museum Roster 
November December 

7 Dianne McCarthy & Ken Grieve 5 Dianne McCarthy & Norrene Bums 
14 Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson 12 Mavis Ward & The] Tatum 
21 Trudy Johns & Gilda Tilia 19 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 
28 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone (16"Be~ GQgQg@F &. 1tmette Hollebone r84/ 

******************** ~~ 
REPORTS FROM OUR SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 

MEMBERS MEETINGS 
Our speaker at this meeting was a Member of our Society, Heather Joynes, who spoke 
about Mother-of-Pearl and showed us examples of shells in their natural state and samples 
of the use these shells have been put to over the years. Back in the fifteenth century 
explorers opened trade routes to the Orient and introduced pearls to Europe where they 
became prized possessions of the rich and powerful. These pearls were larger and more 
lustrous than the river pearls previously used. 

Mother-of-Pearl was used for making goblets and vessels and for decorating small items 
such as fans, hair ornaments, boxes, needlework accessories, knife handles, counters for 
card games and as an inlay for wooden items, including furniture. In the nineteenth 
century the use of Mother-of-Pearl reached its peak, buttons being one of its popular uses. 
The finest shell came from Australia, mainly from Broome, Port Darwin and Thursday 
Island. After 1850 Grey pearl shell from Tahiti and the Cook Islands, Indonesia and the 
Philippines, became popular 

The center of the button making trade was Birmingham in the United Kingdom where 
there were more than two hundred button makers. As it result of this, there are many tons 
of mollusc shell under the foundations of the Birmingham Town Hal1 and in the1870s 
serious consideration was given to demolishing the building to retrieve the shell, but this 
idea did not materialise. 
The beautiful iridescence of Mother-of-Pearl is still popular which made learning about its 
history and early uses particuJarly interesting. 

Dr Lesley Muir presented an extremely detailed and informative session on the history of 
old Sydney. Lesley is a member of the RAHS, The Horbury Hunt Club and Librarian of 
Nursing Section of Sydney University. She is also a qualified Historical Geographer and 
has extensive knowledge of the original buildings and life style of this city. 

Lesley began with Fort Denison and took us on a pictorial journey around Sydney 
Harbour, CircuJar Quay, The Rocks area, Central Railway Station, including the Mortuary 
Station, Sydney Hospital and many other prominent and well-known buildings. 
Lesley used a slide projector for her presentation which made it easy for us to follow her 
detailed corrunentary and to appreciate the construction of the buildings and understand 
the living conditions of those early days. What a comparison with Sydney today. 
We also learned about Horbury Hunt, an architect who arrived in Australia in January 
1863 and Lesley pointed out some of the many buildings for which he is responsible. 

Unfortunately, time did not allow for Lesley to show us all her photographs but we are 
looking forward to welcoming her again at a future date. 
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MUSEUM NEWS 
Mondays at tbe Museum was again well attended on 27 September and we were pleased to 
welcome five visitors from Sutherland Historical Society. Our speaker was Colleen Morris who 
showed us how to play the' garden detecti ve '. Thanks to the Counci f gardeners and Ranger Ron 
Hensby the Museum garden was looking particularly attractive inspite of the drought 

Mavis Ward recalls the occasion ........ 
In keeping with the theme of our guest's subject, Coralie Lewin had arranged a display offloral 
pictures, one a painting by one of our members, Daphne Kingston, four prints of flower paintings 
by Ellis Rowan and two embroidered floral pictures. Coralie explained the types of embroidery 
used and this was very interesting, especially for those of us who are not familiar with the skill 
and technique of embroidery. 

Our guest was Colleen Mor'r is, National Chair of the Australian Heritage Society and Heritage 
Garden Consultant who spoke about the intriguing subject of "Flaying the Garden Detective " 

Colleen explained that there are many reasons for people to research the history of gardens, 
sometimes heritage gardens, sometimes parks and gardens belonging to public buildings or even 
your own backyard. How to go about this proved to be very interesting and there are many 
avenues to explore. Information can be found at the local Council, Mitchell Library, State 
Records, Botanic Gardens, State Library, also magazines such as 'Town and Country Journal' 
and 'Yates Garden Guide'. The Department of Lands is another source with their aerial 
photographs. It seems that there are endless opportunities to source information on gardens, trees 
and plants. 

Gardens were often laid out in imaginative shapes with decorative edges but the introduction of 
lawn mowers has obliterated the traces of many gardens and their beauty. . 

It would be an interesting exercise to investigate the origin of a garden, especially if it is your own 
and, for those so inclined, there is lots of help available, including from the Australian Garden 
Heritage Society. 

What do you think Louisa Anne Meredith, was refening to in her book Notes and Sketches 
of New South Wales when she wrote ....... 
"The shrub chosen as the Sydney 'Christmas; is well worthy of the honour. It is a 
handsome.verdant shrub, growing from two to twelve or fifteen feet high, with leaves in shape 
like those of the horse chestnut, but only two or three inches broad, with a dark green, polished, 
upper surface, the under one being pale. The flowers which are irregularly star shaped,come out 
in light terminal sprays.their chief peculiarity being that they completely open whilst quite small, 
and of a greenish white colour; they then continue increasing in size, and gradually ripening in j 
tint, becoming first a pearl white, then palest blush, then pink, rose colour and crimson; the 
constant change taking place in them and the presence of all these bues at one time on a spray. I 
Great quantities of the shrubs grow in the neighbourhood of Sydney, or 1 should fear that such 
wholesale demolition as I witnessed would soon render them rare" 

You guessed it! .... she describes what we know as our Christmas Bush and it certainly has not 
been rendered' rare' . 

}Vl~ your ehyistmas of 200L, be happy, healthy and 
safe and may th~ coming year bring peace to all. 


