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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INCORPORATED
Carss Cottage Museum - Carss Park
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March - April
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K. R. Cavanough

The Mayor of Kogarah

President: Mrs. B. Butters
Vice President:
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Newsletter Editor:
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MEMBERSIDP: $8.00 per annum (single) $12.00 per annum (couple)
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MONTHL Y MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, BOWDS Road,
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.

Speakers
/

March

*ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Betty Goodger will speak about Admiral

10

Lord Nelson's association with Australia.

I

April

.

14

Cliff Crane from the Oatley Heritage Group tells
us of the "Life and Times and Ballads of Banjo

Paterson" - his childhood, development, the people
whose lives he touched and those who touched his own.

Committee Meetings
/

/March
April

7
11

7.00pm - 1 Meriel Street Sans Souci
7.00pm - .36 Louisa Street Oatley
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Jormer Swamp /tlow Delightful Playing ~rea

+

Extract from Golf in Australia. April 1%3, page 21, on
Beverley Park Golf Course
Once an eyesore of mangrove swamps, desolate, depressing, dirty and evil-smelling. Now a huge
green sward, with trees and flowering shrubs, peopled by happy, brightly clad golfters.
This briefly is what happened at Beverley Park, where a golf course replaced a swamp when the
Kogarah Council reclaimed the land from the George's River and transformed it into a delightful
playing area, surrounded by homes.
The area reclaimed was sufficient for 360 home sites, and 67 acres for a compact golf course,
admirably designed by two well known professionals, veteran Bill-Corry and a former Australian
Open champion, Lou Kelly.
Credit for the ultimate construction of the course is given locally to the late Mr Jack Mostyn, a
former Lord Mayor of Sydney. The late Mr Mostyn knew what a boon the municipal golf course
at Moore Park had been to Sydney people and the coffers of the City Council.
It was Mr Mostyn who realised the possibility of having a municipal course constructed on the
former swamp lands after Kogarah Council's engineer Mr A H Brewer had performed an
excellent reclamation job.
There was some opposition-this generally happens when goLf is mentioned-but the council
was far-sighted enough to realise that in time this area would enhance the value of surrounding
properties. So the course was constructed.
Then Mr Mostyn worked hard to launch the club, a fact realised by grateful members, when they
placed him in the presidential chair from 1942 to 1955. When Mr Mostyn died, the Beverley
Park club made his widow a life-member. His name too has been honoured by the NSW Golf
Association in the naming of a shield to perpetuate his memory.
The course was officially opened by the State member for Kogarah, Mr Bill Currey, VC, on June
14, 1941. That was-during the war. years..

. - In modern SOCiety, the bustling crowds that puss along City streets pay no attention 10 the stone
fLlCes thai gaze downfrom the walls of old buildings. And if, when they pause at the traffic lights
they see a blank-eyed countenance staring down at them, [heyfail to appreciate the {alent of the
lung forgotten stone carver who created [hem".
The life and work of the' long forgotten stone carver' is covered in Kogarah Historical Society's
latest publication, WILLIAM 'PRIESTLY MACINTOSH, SCULPTOR by Beverley

E.arnshaw.
[he book may be purchased by contacting the Society Secretary, Janette Hollebone on 95297117

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

After three years as President it is time for me to step down from the position.
Kogarah Historical Society was formed in 1970 and Carss Cottage opened as a
Museum the following year, Ken Cavanough AM was the Mayor of Kogarah at that
time and without him and his supporters we would not have had our Museum. Ken,
now 99 years old, is still Patron of our Society. Mrs. Doris Hatton was Secretary of the
Captain Cook Bi-Centennial Celebrations and monies over from this were donated to
the Society to help with the cost of setting up the Museum. Mrs. Hatton was our first
President. We had a large group of very keen dedicated workers in the early daysfunds were at a minimum - but we were very fortunate that people were very generous
in donating items for the Museum, which accounts for our fine collection of artefacts.
How lucky we are to have Carss Cottage as our Museum and to be situated in such a
beautiful setting. We have good reason to be very proud of the Museum.
As a foundation member of the Society, and having held most positions at some time
or other, I know only too well all that is entailed in the successful running of the
society. For this reason I would like to thank the Committee (although few in number)
together with other volunteer members of the Society, for the work they are doing.
There are so many facets of work and we must be grateful that each in their own
special way plays a vital part in the smooth running of the society. New members are
always welcome and we are pleased attendances at our meetings have improved.
As I hand over the reigns of President I do hope the Society will continue to flourish
and be a real asset to the Kogarah Municipality as it is so important we preserve our
heritage. Thank you all very much - remember you are vital to the everyday smooth
running of the Society.
Beryl Butters.
"Friendship is like an antique: it grows more precious with each passing year."
REMINICENSES by Beryl Butters.
In the early days of the society one of my jobs was the typing and printing of the
newsletter. Following is what it entailedI inserted a stencil into my Remington manual typewriter, turning the ribbon switch on
to "stencil". As I typed, the letters were cut into the wax stencil. Between the stencil
and the backing was a sheet of carbon paper. If mistakes were made a bottle of bright
pink correcting fluid was on hand. This was applied thus forming a wax seal over the
letter cut into the stencil so it could be typed over. I can still smell that correcting
fluid, and my white stencil sheets often looked as though they had measles. Taking
the stencil from the typewriter, and removing the carbon, it was easy to proofread the
carbon impression on the backing sheet of the stencil. If I had missed an error when
typing, I had to paint it with the correcting fluid, blow on it till it dried, and reinsert the
stencil into the typewriter positioning it so that I was (hopefully) able to type over the
correction so that when run 6ff there was no evidence that it had been corrected.
Next I took the cover off the duplicator - applied a line of thick black ink squeezed
from a tube. A couple of turns of the handle dispersed the ink evenly under the silk
screen. The stencil was attached and held in place by holes in the head of the stencil
being placed over metal spikes on the machine and then carefully laid over the silk
screen without creasing it. Fortunately it was an electric duplicator so you didn't have
to keep turning the handle. What a job - slow, tedious and dirty. It is hard to believe
just how far things have progressed!

KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
for the period
01-02-2004 to
31-01-2005

Expenditure
Australia Post (post box)
Energy Australia
Telstra
Insurance:
GIO Workers Compo
Kogarah Council Building
& Contents
RAHS Pub. Liability &
Pers.S A.
Water Rates (to Council)
Affiliation Fees: RAHS Membership
Dept. of Fair Trading
Purchase of Books
Excursions
Gifts - Donations - Catering
Administration Expenses
Museum Cleaning
Museum Expenses
Petty Cash
Newsletter (incl. postage)
Publication Costs (An Australian Sculptor)

97.00
285.95
580.30
120.00
1649.72
665.50
99.30
40.00

TOTAL

2435,22
43.40
139.30
20.00
10.00
386.83
161.30
540.00
780.80
738.11
729.56
9327.32

$16275.09

Income
421.00
462.50
529.00
200.20
398.10
1229.00
2729.99
78.27
2574.76

Annual Subscriptions
Museum Admission
Donations & Grants
Raffles - Sale of Spoons .
Sale of Publications
Group Visits - Mondays at the Museum
Interest - St. George Bank
Interest - C.B.A.
An Australian Sculptor - Sales
129

=

TOTAL

$ 8622.82

KOGARAH HISTORICAL

Reconciliation

SOCIETY INC.

Statement

Balance at Bank 01 - 02 - 2004

$17,938.74

Add Income to

$ 8,622.82

Total.

31 - 01 - 2005
, .. ,

..

$26,561.56

Less Expenditure to 31 - 01 - 2005
Unpresented Cheque

$16,275.09
$
159.90

Total..

$10,446.37

..

Bank Balance as per Bank Statement

$10,446.37

Fixed Deposit at St. George Bank

$60,000.00

I have audited the records of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. and in my
opinion the records are well kept and the financial statements drawn up for the period
01-02-2004 to 31-01-2005 reflect fairly the position of the organisation.

Signed
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A GALLANT OFFICER
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Louis de Casabianca

b.1762 d.August 1, 1798

One of the most significant naval engagements in Lord Nelson's career was the Battle of
the Nile fought on August 1, 1798.
After much searching of the Mediterranean, the British Fleet under Nelson's
command, confronted a French Fleet of 17 ships. The French Commander, Admiral de
Brueys, had chosen what he considered a safe anchorage at Aboukir Bay near the mouth
of the Nile. The Admiral's flagship was a huge vessel, L 'Orient, which bristled with 120
guns.
Lord Nelson immediately saw a weakness in the French defences in that the
French ships were positioned in such a way that the British could sail behind them and
attack from the landward side. Nelson organized his ships into a pincer movement, set to
approach the French ships from "up wind". The battle began at dusk. The British ships
moved on the French fleet, demolishing first one French vessel and moving on to the
next. The other French ships, being "down wind" of the British were powerless to tum
around to help ships under attack.
Soon the British had reached the huge flagship, L 'Orient. Three British vessels,
Bellerophon, Alexander and Swiftsure, had it surrounded, but the giant French ship fought
back fiercely. Eventually L 'Orient caught fire and Admiral de Brueys was killed. With
the Admiral dead, a young officer, Louis de Casabianca who was a nephew of the famous
French Compte Raphael de Casabianca, took command of the ship. Although badly
wounded himself he fought gallantly and encouraged the surviving sailors at their guns.
At lOpm L 'Orient blew up with a colossal explosion and all on board perished.
Casabianca's tenacious fight did not go unnoticed by his British adversaries and it
was reported in accounts of the battle in the British press. Inspired by the incident, the
English woman poet, Felicia Dorothea Hemans, took up the story and although she took
poetic licence with the age of the hero she enshrined his exploit in history with her epic
poem, Casabianca, In it she produced one of the most famous lines in English literature The boy stood on the burning deck,
JVhence all but he had fled.
The flames that lit the battle's wreck
Shone round him o'er the dead.
BEVERLEY EARNSHAW

****************************
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Members are reminded that our

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

will be held on Thursday, 10th March 2005 at 2.00pm
The Meeting and Election of Office Bearers and Committee will follow the Speaker,

Betty Goodger who win tell us of Admiral Lord Nelson's association with
Australia. '

*

Your presence at this important meeting would be greatly appreciated.

If this Newsletter be~rs a coloured spot on page 1 it is a reminder that
we have not received your renewal fcc for 2005.
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CHEAP LAND AT OATLEY

From a Newspaper article 2nd July 1986
In the 1920s land at Oatley Point sold for half a crown (20c) a foot.
iust after World War I it was 15 pounds ($30.00) a block and still wild rocky scrub.
Before World War 2 people who liked to hear the leaves falling built mansions without the
creature comforts taken for granted nearer the city, or made do with holiday homes on spacious
blocks of land. For a long time Oatley was considered so remote that land sales were slow.
Incentives of cheap prices enticed very few buyers away from the comforts of the inner or
western suburbs and, as the only secondary industry was Judd's Brickworks (1884 - 1973) and
later a factory in Hurstville Road producing number plates, the suburb remained a pleasant
bushland area. Electricity was installed in 1923 and on March 1, 1926, the first electric train in
NSW ran from Central to Oatley.
This service brought more land buyers, among them Malcolm Butters, who had come for the
fishing first of all and then bought a property in Wonoona Parade. He opened a business as
saddler and bootmaker where the Comer Pharmacy is today.
Until 1930 the only paved street was from the railway station, along Frederick Street, past the
shops, to Rosa Street.

JUDD'S BRICKWORKS . OATLEYá 1909
~

SENIORS' WEEK
During Seniors' Week, on Tuesday, 15 March, Kogarah Historical Society will
conduct an History Walk through Carss Park and a tour of
Carss Cottage _Museum. Refreshments will be available.
Meet at the Museum at 2.00pm.
To register your attendance please phone Lisa McGuire at
Kogarah Council on 9330 9551
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earss eottage Museum
The Museum is open Sundays and some Public Holidays
from 1.00 pm to S.OO pm
Admission: Adults $2.00
Children SO cents

If' Museum Roster
April
March
3 rrrmm & The! Tatum
6 Coralie Lewin & Ken Grieve
10 Mavis Ward & Mary Williams
13 Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson
1 yfrudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
20 Trudy Johns & Gilda Tilia
j/27 Betty Goodger & Janette HoJlebone ~ Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

*******************
MUSEUM NEWS
The New Year has started well with eight Group Tours booked for February, March and April,
including two School Tours. r now have three Tours suitable for children available under the
general heading of "Life in the 'past' Lane", they are 'The General Store' ; 'The Games they
Played' and 'The Clothes they Wore'. Ayers advertising these are available.
Mondays at the Museum will commence again on 21 March. Although these events are always on
the fourth Monday of every second month, that day in March falls on Easter Monday so this has
been moved to the third Monday, the 21st. A flyer advertising these is enclosed with this
Newsletter - don't forget to phone and book.
Unfortunately, my shoulder surgery has meant that the changing of displays has been delayed
over the past few months, however, with the help of Albert I have now managed to renew the
display in the 'Drawing Room' (this also with the help of Marge Pritchard after she had finished
her regular cleaning morning). Yes - Marge is the person responsible for the consistently clean
presentation of the Museum and al ways manages to leave it 'smelling like roses'.
The other display that has been changed is our 'little green window' which now has an interesting
presentation of our CLOCKS. The measuring of the passing of time and the ways in which this
was done has fascinated people for many years. The Kitchen has also seen some changes, the
clock on the shelf over the fire place is an Ansonian King Clock - eight day - which has been
repaired and restored by Albert Lewin - it certainly is a beauty. There will be more changes to
come over the next few months.
Come and visit - bring a friend - bring several friends - it's worth it!
Coralie Lewin - Museum Custodian

.

The -AlIawah Hotel and its interesting history.
GUIDED TOUR:

Thursday 28 April

Join us at 1O.30amat the Allawah Hotel and over a 'cuppa' hear about the wonderful history
of this old building. This will be folJowed by a guided tour of the hotel (stairs up and down),
then lunch in the Hotel Bistro (own expense). Cost: $2.00 donation.
Just phone Janette on 9529 7117 to let her know if you will be joining us. BRING A FRIEND!
Note: the Hotel is right atAllawah Station
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STIRLING CASTLE
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The ltirst tibe heard of the Stirling Castle was the connection with Carss Park. The Rev John
Dunmore Lang from Greenock, Scotland in 1831, chartered the 351 ton brig which was built in
Miramichi, New Brunswick, Canada in 1829. The journey to Sydney conveyed 54 mechanics
with their wives and families and three gentlemen as masters or professors with wives or sisters,
for the education institution which Lang intended to build, and two ministers for the Presbyterian
Church. The ship left Greenock on 1 June 1831 and arrived in Sydney on 13 October 1831, with
William and Helen Carss on board.
The next time the Stirling Castle hit the news was when it hit Swains Reef on the Great Barrier
Reef, just off the Queensland coast near Rockhampton, on 21 May 1836 and broke up, having
left Sydney for Singapore on 14 May. Captain James Fraser aged 56 was ill (he suffered from a
stomach ulcer and nerves); his wife Eliza aged 37 was pregnant when they, with 18 passengers
and crew, launched the longboat and pinnace and set course for Moreton Bay. Poor Eliza gave
birth to her baby in the longboat and it survived for a few hours.
Captain Fraser avoided the coast for fear of the Aborigines but others disagreed and so the party
split up, with one group landing on the mainland near Sandy Cape with the intention of walking
to Moreton Bay. Captain Fraser and his small group landed on an island (later named Fraser
Island) for water. Captain Fraser and Brown died.
The story from here on is not clear. Eliza was rescued in August and returned to Sydney. She
said her husband had been speared by an Aborigine and died in her arms, and the rest became
slaves and excruciating tortures were inflicted on them. The people of Sydney, impressed by her
bravery, raised a considerable amount of money for her by public SUbscription. Before Eliza
departed for England she married Captain Alexander John Greene of the Mediterranean Packet.
In England she published a book of her adventures which was a huge best seller. Later she and
her husband returned to the Antipodes. Eliza was accidentally run over and killed in Melbourne
in 1858.
The story captured the Australian imagination and was made into a TV program and a film.
Sidney Nolan did two series of paintings based on the story and Patrick White's novel A Fringe
of Leaves is based on the events.
Fiona Foley, Aboriginal Artist, tells a different story. Local Aborigines rescued the Frasers and
tried to nurture them back to health; however the captain became ill and died soon afterwards.
British sailors found Eliza in good health, thanks to the help of the Aboriginal women.
There is even conflict with the naming of Fraser Island-some think it was named after Captain
Fraser but the popular choice is that it was named after the survivor, Eliza Fraser.
Janette Hollebone

******************
WHO AM I?
_ The answer to this question, posed in the January February Newsletter is Edward Trickett.
__ .

to
U<rhe Walkers of yayalla"
from our Meeting of 11 February 2005
Our speaker Patricia Skehan, Foundation Executive Member of Concord Heritage Society,
has extensively researched her subject, "The Walkers oj Yaralla" and entertained us with her
enthusiasm and enjoyment in telling the story, She is the author of "The Walkers of Yaralla"
and, following a visit to the UK in 2001, Patricia wrote her second book "Eadith - Concord's
Royal Kin", which details the family'S connection with British Royalty.
Yaralla is situated on the Parramatta River, about half way between Sydney and Parramatta
and its history began in ) 797 with a grant to Isaac Nichols, a convict-turned-businessman
whose familybuilt a small cottage on the land in the early 1830s, This cottage still stands in
the grounds of Yaralla, About 1840 Thomas Walker obtained a mortgage on the estate and,
during the 1860s, commissioned architect Edmund Blacker to design a "cottage".

1
J

Thomas Walker was born in Scotland in 1804 and came to Australia in 1822 on a mission to
"sus out" pastoral land. He was involved in the banking business and first traveled south
where he found good land and petitioned Queen Victoria to make a new State which was
named 'Victoria'. He later went north but this new state could not have the same name and
became 'Queensland'.
He also purchased land on behalf of British gentry and persuaded
them, along with some of his own relatives in the United Kingdom, to settle on this land.
Thomas married Jane Steel Hart in Sydney in 1860 and they had one daughter, Eadith
Campbell, born in 186], She was awarded the DBE in 1928 and, during her life time Dame
Eadith was the most highly decorated woman, in terms of civilian honours, in Australian
history.
Between 1893 and 1899 Eadith enlisted the services of Architect John Sulman to carry out
extensive alterations to the house which was a magnificent mansion where Eadith insisted on
having 'the best of everything'.
Many notable and prominent people of the day were house
guests, including The Prince of Wales in 1920.
Artists and writers, among them Di
Morrisey, also found the house and gardens an inspiration for their works.
Both Thomas and Eadith were very sympathetic to the poor and needy of the community and
were noted for their philanthropic activities and legacies, one of which provided for the
building of the Thomas Walker Convalescent Hospital which was completed after his death
in ] 886, Yaralla Cottages in Concord Road were built, and are still used, to assist women in
need.
After Eadith's death in 1937, Yaralla became the Eadith Walker Convalescent Hospital and
the estate was vested in the Crown under the Walker Trust Act 1938. This Act gave the
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital control' and administration of the hospital and they now use it as
a health facility for Kidney Dialysis.

In 1988 Yaralla was up for sale but the community, and the Concord Heritage Society, were
outraged.
Their protests were successful and YaralIa continues to belong to the people.
Tours of the estate are conducted - details available on 97448528,

1
1

During her talk, Patricia related numerous stories about life at Yaralla and its visitors and she
did this displaying the pleasure she finds in researching and talking about 'Yaralla and the
Walkers'.

___________________________________________________________________________________
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