
I 
KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

INCORPORATED 
Carss Cottage Museum - Carss Park 

Postal Address P.O. Box 367 Kogarah 1485 

I 
Newsletter 

May ¥ June 2005 
Patron 

The Mayor of Kogarah 
Patron 

K. R. Cavanough A.M. J.P. 

President: Mrs. B. Earnshaw Tel. 9546 1091 

Vice President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Newsletter Editor: 

Mrs. B. Goodger 
Mrs. B. Butters 
Mrs. J. Holle bone 
Mrs. C. Sullivan 
Mrs. C. Lewin 

Tel. 95701101 
Tel. 9580 6954 
Tel. 95297117 
Tel. 95796149 
Tel. 9546 1580 

MEMBERSIDP: $8.00 per annum (single) $12.00 per annum (couple) 

++.+.+++ ¥¥¥¥¥ ++++ ¥¥¥ + .. ++++ ..... 

MON'fHL Y MEETINGS 

General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, 
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm. 

The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting. 

Speakers 

/ May 12 Ralph Hawkins author - Archives Officer atthe 
Society of Australian Genealogists and an active 
member of Hornsby Shire Historical Society. 
Ralph will talk about the Castle Hill Government 
Farm, commenced in 1801 and closed in 1811, and 
its convict history. 

/ June 9 ~--l!!!nn will tell us abou School 
at Parr - who were the mothers 'On e children housed there. 

Committee Meetings 
7.00pm - ] 5 Hamer Street Kogarah Bay ~ 
7.00pm - 3/2 Nelson Street Penshurst ~,,';'" --:~ ," " 
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The LocaL Ra(j 
From 10 March 1911 to 31 December 1969 the "local rag" that circulated throughout 

the St George district and Sutherland Shire was the Hurstville Propeller. 

The Editors, brothers Oscar R and Albin H. Wenholm, always encouraged young 
people to submit stories and poems to their newspaper. In 1928 they took on staff, Will 
Carter, an author and retired school teacher, He formed the Young Writers' League in 1930 
and continued as Editor until 1935, Jean Cooper took over until 1937. 

The League had regular monthly meetings and published their work, giving great 
encouragement to the young writers. Miles Franklin, who lived at Carlton, was Vice­ 
President and famous authors, like Kylie Tennant, came to speak at their meetings, 

For how long the League operated, I could not learn, but I assume the outbreak of war 
in 1939 made a great difference, 

In 1995, Hurstville Historical Society had an exhibition in the Centennial Bakery 
Museum, entitled "Spark of Genius", featuring the writers oftbe St George district They also 
published a book, "The Propeller Young Writers' League: Poems, Essays & Stories ofthe 
30s", edited by Jean Jehan. 

As I was examining KHS's copy, I found her selection included several poems by 
Gwen Coxhead, late member ofKHS and one-time resident of Carss Cottage, when her father 
was the Ranger of Carss Park 

.The members of the League wrote one-act plays, which were produced at the 
monthly meetings, Gwen Coxhead's play, "At the Ebb of the Tide", was produced at 
Colvin's Hall in Hurstville 

The poem that she wrote on Carss Cottage, aged 15, is reproduced below. 

Carss Park 

In Carss Park many years ago 
Dwelt the Australian blackfellow, 
But now no more he roams about, 

For, one by one, his tribe passed out. 

His realm retains its native state 
Most picturesque to see, 

Enclosed with neither fence nor gate, 
To keep out you or me . . 

A place where many people throng, 
To swim or bake the whole day long 

Or roam the paths upon the hill 
And of the beauties take their fill. 

This was written by our late member, Gwen Coxhead, when she was aged 15 years! 

It was reprinted in a booklet, "The Propeller" Young Writers' League Poems, Essays 
& Stories of the 30s, edited by Jean Jehan and published by the Hurstville 
Historical Society in 1995 

B. GOODGER 


