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MON'fHL Y MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road,
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.

Speakers
/

/

May

12

June

9

Ralph Hawkins author - Archives Officer atthe
Society of Australian Genealogists and an active
member of Hornsby Shire Historical Society.
Ralph will talk about the Castle Hill Government
Farm, commenced in 1801 and closed in 1811, and
its convict history.
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will tell us abou
School
at Parr
who were the mothers
e children housed there.

'On

Committee Meetings
7.00pm - ] 5 Hamer Street Kogarah Bay ~
7.00pm - 3/2 Nelson Street Penshurst ~,,';'" --:~ ,"
,
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The LocaL Ra(j
From 10 March 1911 to 31 December 1969 the "local rag" that circulated throughout
the St George district and Sutherland Shire was the Hurstville Propeller.
The Editors, brothers Oscar R and Albin H. Wenholm, always encouraged young
people to submit stories and poems to their newspaper. In 1928 they took on staff, Will
Carter, an author and retired school teacher, He formed the Young Writers' League in 1930
and continued as Editor until 1935, Jean Cooper took over until 1937.
The League had regular monthly meetings and published their work, giving great
encouragement to the young writers. Miles Franklin, who lived at Carlton, was VicePresident and famous authors, like Kylie Tennant, came to speak at their meetings,
For how long the League operated, I could not learn, but I assume the outbreak of war
in 1939 made a great difference,
In 1995, Hurstville Historical Society had an exhibition in the Centennial Bakery
Museum, entitled "Spark of Genius", featuring the writers oftbe St George district They also
published a book, "The Propeller Young Writers' League: Poems, Essays & Stories ofthe
30s", edited by Jean Jehan.
As I was examining KHS's copy, I found her selection included several poems by
Gwen Coxhead, late member ofKHS and one-time resident of Carss Cottage, when her father
was the Ranger of Carss Park
.The members of the League wrote one-act plays, which were produced at the
monthly meetings, Gwen Coxhead's play, "At the Ebb of the Tide", was produced at
Colvin's Hall in Hurstville
The poem that she wrote on Carss Cottage, aged 15, is reproduced below.
Carss Park
In Carss Park many years ago
Dwelt the Australian blackfellow,
But now no more he roams about,
For, one by one, his tribe passed out.
His realm retains its native state
Most picturesque to see,
Enclosed with neither fence nor gate,
To keep out you or me .

.

A place where many people throng,
To swim or bake the whole day long
Or roam the paths upon the hill
And of the beauties take their fill.
This was written by our late member, Gwen Coxhead, when she was aged 15 years!
It was reprinted in a booklet, "The Propeller" Young Writers' League Poems, Essays
& Stories of the 30s, edited by Jean Jehan and published by the Hurstville
Historical Society in 1995

B. GOODGER

jTHE

DHARAWAL STORY TELLER
at our Mondays at the Museum on 21 March

Our Guest Speaker was Frances Bodkin who is Indigenous Education Officer, Mt Annan and
Dharawal Story Teller.
She is a descendent of the Dharawal People and entertained and
informed us with stories about aboriginal life and her memories of her childhood,

As a11 children would do, they made a canoe from an old aircraft fuel tank and floated aboutin a
large mud puddle near Princes Highway, sometimes throwing younger children into the mud and
frightening them with threats that they would sink forever if they didn't do as they were told.
Frances picked up a little ball of sap from a gum tree near the Museum and explained its
medicinal qualities.
It was ground and packed into spear wounds and cuts to stop bleeding,
relieve pain and prevent scarring, or mixed with warm water and spread over a graze where it set
like a band-aid White froth, which forms on the bark after rain, makes "the best soap" and helps
direct water to the roots and ultimately into I ivers. So, without trees, we would have no rivers.
In the Dharawal tradition trees and plants are treated like people, with rights and therefore must
not be cut down, Fallen branches may be used but only if they are not providing shelter for any
creature,
Wattle trees have many uses too, depending on the .species, one of which is to crush
the leaves and drop them into a water hole where kangaroos come to drink', 'rhe animals were
sedated and easy to catch, (beats chasing them), The same system applied to fish and crabs,
Frances described life with the Dharawal People through stories which was the method used to
pass on their history and folk lore. The Dharawals were believed to lack courage in battle but
they had a secret weapon. They hid until the enemy was sleeping then crept up and burned the
wattle leaves, with the result that sleeping warriors woke with bad headaches and fled, believing
that the area was inhabited by evil spirits, Battle won with nobody hurt.
Children's lessons about tribal law included a key to a 'secret'. If a child picked up the secret
and asked for information about it, the story-teller was bound to explain it and the child
advanced to a higher level of learning, The principle is that 80% of learning is retained through
listening and only 20% from reading or writing.
Cooks River used to join the Georges River and flow into the sea at Cronulla until a big storm
separated them some 8000 years ago.
Kogarah, originally part of Botany Bay, was a huge
swamp where seahorses, which lived in mangroves, fought a battle with the stingrays
The
stingrays won and the swamp was washed away.
Another interesting story concerned a warrior called Gymea who took a group of young ones to a
place near Inglebum where an earthquake caused the roof of a cave they were in to collapse on
them.
Gymea escaped and, although badly injured, tried unsuccessfully to rescue the children
but he died, Where his blood dropped and in places where he knelt to listen for the spirits of the
children, a beautiful flower grew and was' called the Gymea Lily,
Stressing the importance that sharing plays in their philosophy, Frances told a fascinating story
as it is taught to children and, at the same time" revealed the origin of the Banksia Man.
Frances held the interest of the audience with her many stories, related with her gentle but firm
pride in her background and her enthusiasm in sharing her beliefs with us,
Mavis Ward

l,ORD NELSON
Association with Australia

This year it will be 200 years since Horatio Nelson was killed at the Battle ofTrafalgar
on 21 st October 1805. Since I live in Nelson Street, I was prompted to read about the life of
the great naval hero and found many associations with our own country, on the other side of
the world, But I had no idea that in my own suburb of Penshurst there was a connection to
Trafalgar and another great battle that Nelson had won at Copenhagen,
Hurstville Historical Society has donated to KHS a scrapbook of newscuttings from
the newspaper, the Hurstville PropelJer. It was compiled by the daughter of Will Carter, who,
when he retired from schoolteaching, began a new career as an author, writing for the
Propeller.
I am finding many articles of interest to KHS and here follows one, linking Peshurst
to Lord Nelson!
AMONG THE PIONEERS. WITH NELSON AT TRAFALGAR
BY WILL CARTER, Hurstville
Last Friday was the one hundred and twenty seventh anniversary of 'Admiral Nelson's
smashing victory over the combined fleets of Spain and France at Trafalgar Bay on October
2 FI 1805, when Napoleon's dream of the new conquest of England was shattered for ever at
the expense of the life of England's greatest naval hero, Lord Nelson, along with many
another brave sailor who went to his watery way on that memorable occasion. The
recurrence of the date reminds me that there is a gentleman residing in Clarence Street,
Penshurst, a distinguished inventor and engineer of unusual skill, who is more intimately
associated with that great naval Victory than most people. ! refer to Mr G, T Ritchie, upon
whom I called recently and found him consulting some of his intricate and beautifully
constructed mechanical plans, connected with some of his successful inventions,
"That splendid crayon portrait over your mantelpiece, Mr Ritchie, may I ask whom it
represents?
My grandfather, the late Captain Thomas Ritchie, R.N That crayon portrait was
executed by Paul Dowling, a distinguished Tasmanian artist, and the picture was loaned to
the Art Gallery in Launceston, where it was on exhibition for years, II was valued at seventy
five guineas,
A wonderfully faithful portrait of a typical old salt, reckless daring, inheriting some of
the oldfiery spirit of the "Sea dogs of Devon", of Elizabeth 's day; I should think,
There's his captain's commission, remarked Mr Ritchie, passing me a very faded, but
cherished document,
Why, judging by the date, your grandfather must have known Lord Nelson?
He not only knew him, he fought under him at the Battle of Trafalgar, on October 21,
f 805 and, four years previous to that, he was with him when he won he great victory over the
Danes at Copenhagen. My grandfather jell into the hands of the Danes there and was held a

Danes at Copenhagen. My grandfather fell into the hands of the Danes there and was held a
prisoner of war for some time after. Later on he was in india for a time, engaged in the silk
trade, He arrived in Port Jackson aboard a whaling ship, Seringapatam in 1822, proceeding
after to Tasmania where he acquired an estate of 3000 acres at Scone near Perth andfurther
areas, later at Chudleigh near De/oraine in the west. Later he was appointed Commandant of
Georgetown which was then the chief settlement of Northern Tasmania, Hisfamily consisted
of seven sons and two daughters, One son, David, was a pioneer flour-miller, and was the
first man to introduce roller mills into Tasmania, He built the first concrete wheat silo in the
southern hemisphere, It was he who planted the fine willows at the entrance to the famous
Cataract Gorge, at Launceston, where he died at the age of ninety one year, being then the
oldest Justice of the Peace in Tasmania ...
Will Carter was writing in 1932 and his article contained more of the family history
of Mr Ritchie of Penshurst, Captain John Ritchie of the 73Td Regiment won the Ladies Cup on
the race track on the site of Sydney's Hyde Park in 1810. The prize was presented by Mrs
Macquarie.
What a treasure to find in a collection of old, browning newscuttings!
B.GOODGERá

Mavis Ward reports on our Meeting on 10 February 2005

This was our AGM and our speaker was Betty Goodger,her subject being "Admiral Lord
As she always does, Betty had thoroughly researched her subject and spoke with a
font of knowledge on the career of Horatio Nelson,

Nelson".

Horatio was born in 1758 and, when he was twelve and a half years old and he wanted to join the
Navy, he was given a reference by his uncle, Captain Maurice Suckling, who arranged for him to
be signed on as a midshipman on a merchant ship sailing to the West Indies, He was a forward
thinker and quickly learned how to handle men, Back on the Thames River he gained valuable
experience handling a ship in shoals and reefs and this knowledge proved very useful during
later battles.
He han one unrequited ambition which was to hunt a polar. bear and a fortuitous voyage to me
Arctic provided an opportunity, He found bears but didn't catch one,
In 1777 when he was only 19 years old he was made Lieutenant, the begirming of his rise
through the ranks as he commanded a number of ships and fought many battles. His thirst for
glory and readiness to push ahead and lead' the fight, made him a-good captain, always popular
with his crews and a hero in his own lifetime,
He married Frances Nisbet at Nevis in ] 787 but did not have any children.
Because of his
extensive sea duty, they didn't have much life together. But he had a public love affair with
Lady Emma Hamilton with whom he had a dearly loved daughter, Horatia, In those days such
romantic relationships were accepted even though both parties were already married,
During a battle off Corsica in 1794 he lost the sight of his right eye and in ] 797 his right ann was
amputated following a musket shot shattering the bone, When he was being taken ashore for
treatment, he held up the boat to pick up other wounded men and then insisted on taking his turn
for treatment. There was no anaesthetic to ease the pain; in fact he even told the doctor how to
improve the operation. Despite these injuries he continued to serve,

He was promoted to Rear Admiral and created Knight of the Bath in 1797 and, in recognition of
his services, he was honoured with the title of Duke of Bronte in 1799 and given an estate in
Sicily.
He is remembered for his expression "England expects every man to do his duly", a popular
quotation which has endured over the years.
Also the expression "turning a blind eye" is
attributed to him because it is what he did when he chose to ignore an official signal during a
battle. Even today sailors wear a black ribbon as part of their uniform in perpetual memory of
Nelson,
In Australia we have many reminders with towns, suburbs, streets and parks having
been given names such as Nelson, Horatio, Trafalgar and Bronte, as well as the names of some
of his ships, so that he is well commemorated here,
Lord Nelson died in 1815 and is buried in St Paul's Cathedral. He was killed in the Battle of
Trafalgar, ending a very interesting and colourful career, rising from Midshipman to Admiral.
He has left his mark in British history, the story of which Betty related with many amusing and
entertaining anecdotes,
Perhaps Lord Nelson's life could be summed up with his words "1have done my duty",

/

BOWLS and. BOWLERS
'Wi thout Bias'

From the Records (4 vols.) 1968 - 1980 of

Oatley Bowling Club
Donated by Alan Corbett - Committee Member and Norm Butters - Treasurer.
Oatley Bowling Club was formed on 20th December 1959, incorporated in July 1960 as Oatley
Bowling and Recreation Club Inc. and officially opened on 27th May 1962.
It ceased to operate in December 2004 when members joined with Mortdale and Peakhurst Clubs.

C)O d < The badge

of the Club depicted a clOck face with a tree on either sid~ and a pair of bowls.
James Oatley, after whom the district is named, was the first clock installation engineer, whilst
10.15 a.m. refers to the time the first meeting was held and the trees on either side of the clock
face are those gum trees for which the district is well known.
The Club published a monthly magazine, Bowls and Bowlers Without Bias. This short history is
taken from the issue of May 1980 p.2.

CONTENTS
VoU Minutes of Bowls Committee 9 October 1968 - 11 September 1978 with accounts for Petty
Cash 1968 - 1980
Vol. 2-4 Bowls and Bowlers without Bias 1972-1973, July 1974-1975, October 1976September 1980.
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The Museum is open Sundays and some Public Holidays
from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm
Admission: Adults $2.00
Children 50 cents

t/

Museum Roster

May
1 Mavis Ward & Ken Grieve
8 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
IS Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson
22 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone
29 Cath & Leo Sullivan

June

Sá1izaI, loiIBs & Thel Tatum
Bob & Mary Williams
aroI Teir & Gilda Tilia> 0,," h ...1 ~ .~
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone if

*******************
MUSEUM NEWS
Forty five children from Mater Dei Primary School, Blakehurst, visited the Museum in April and
what a delightful group they were.
'
They had previously visited for the "Life in the 'past' Lane" talk on The General Store and came
back for The Games They Played talk. Children today play many of the games that children
played over 100 years ago but without the Toy Shop equipment available today. The children
living then, or their parents and grandparents made games equipment from whatever was available
and the games were enjoyed just as much. Our little visitors were able to experience playing some
of their games with the kind of things used back then and learned that children living over 100
years ago were seldom 'bored'.
Several Groups of adults have also visited over the past two months and we also had a visit from
the family of the last Ranger for Carss Park, Mr. Hutchinson. Mr. Hutchinson lived in the
Cottage until he moved to the flat built for the Ranger over the First Aid Building and two of our
visitors recalled, with some emotion, having stayed in Carss Cottage with him and his wife on
many occasions when they were quite young.
Our next Mondays at the Museum is on 23 May at 10 am and our speaker will be Dr. Peter
Orlovich who will talk about the interesting aspects and unusual origins of the names of the
earliest streets, roads and highways in NSW. Our usual and always talked about morning tea,
prepared by Trudy Johns, Elizabeth Emerson and Gilda Tilia will be available in the courtyard at
lOam. Cost is $S.OO - just phone me to let me know that you are coming - 9546 1580
Coralie Lewin (Museum Custodian)

Diar!l Dates
-12 May - General Meeting 2pm (see p.I)
/ 6 June - Embroiderers" Guild visit

CD

23 May - Mondays at the Museum
9 June - General Meeting 2pm

lOam

please note-

A coloured dot on this Newsletter denotes that your renewal fees for 200S ( due 31 - 0 I - OS)
have not been received and advise that this will be your last Newsletter.
Please contact the Secretary if you believe this situation to be incorrect.

N/-Ie comes from where they breec;l 'em tough and tJanjo will not c;lie"

from our General Meeting held on 14 April
Our speaker was Cliff Crane who is a member of the Oatley Heritage Group and he spoke about

'The Life and Times and Ballads of Banjo Patterson"
This was a very interesting insight into the life of Andrew Barton "Banjo" Patterson who is
probably best known for his poem (The Man from Snowy River '. We were treated to a rendition
of this and other famous poems, which, judging from the applause from the audience, were much
enjoyed,
Banjo Patterson was born on 26 April 1890, just 150 years ago, He wrote eighteen other works
before 'The Man from Snowy River, some under assumed pen names.
When people beganto
wonder "Who is this man?" a journalist decided to find out
He was a twenty six year old,
reasonably well-known solicitor with an interest in horses, He was a good horseman and played
polo with some distinction, in spite of having a withered right ann.
He wrote some 232 ballads and stories for both adults and children, He was an extraordinary .
war correspondent during the Boar War, also WWI and was later honoured with his picture
appearing on the ten dollar bank note, As a free-lance writer he contributed to several
publications but after 1900 he wrote few ballads, compared with previous times. He retired
from his position as Editor of the "Sportsman" in 1933 at age 65 because of ill health and was
made a CBE in 1939. He died on 5 February 1942.
He is remembered with memorials in a number of places and with parks, reserves, also Barton
Highway, being named after him, His poem 'The Geebung Polo Club' is an example of Banjo's
humour, describing the game as being played a little differently from the way we usually see it.
He made it sound like a lot of fun and it is said that his spirit can still be felt around the polo
field,
Cliff and other true believers know that Banjo Patterson lives on through his well known
writings including' Saltbush Bill', (The Man from Ironbark " (The Bush Christening', Clancy of
the Overflow', 'Waltzing Matilda " as well as (The Man from Snowy River', Cliff quoted from a
poem written soon after Banjo's death, concluding with the words "He comes from where they

breed 'em tough and Banjo will not die ".
Cliff is certainly enthusiastic in his love of the works of Banjo Patterson and his recitation of
several poems was thoroughly enjoyed,

*
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Avisi!

to ('[he Embroiderers' quild

NSW fine.

Monday 6th June

The Embroiderers' Guild is right at the station at Concord West but, if possible, we plan to travel
by cars, from and back to a meeting place in Hurstville leaving at 9.1S.am.
Coralie Lewin, will be able to show you the Guild's extensive facilities and there will be
members' work on display. A highlight of the visit will be the Guild Collection of embroidery and
lace. The Custodian of the Collection will show us some of the interesting embroideries housed
there and talk about their history and provenance.
We will lunch nearby before returning to Hurstville.
Cost: $S.OO per person (lunch at own expense).
Enquiries and bookings> Coralie Lewin 9546 IS80.

THE NEWSLETTER
The Newsletter of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. is dedicated to publishing articles about the
people and history of Kogarah.
So that they can be retrieved, there is an index to the articles. Up to about 1986, it is available on
the cards in the catalogue drawers at Carss Cottage. It has been continued by our member, Betty
Goodger.
Alison Grellis, the Local Studies Librarian at Kogarah Library, has pre~8red a cumulative index
from 9Jjf cards. A new issue, covering 1986 to April 200S has just been typed and is available.

~lIy's.

It is housed with the Newsletters under the catalogue drawers in Carss Cottage.

/THE

M. U.I.O.O.F.

BOARDS

by Betty Goodger
In the Kogarah Room of Carss Cottage are displayed three boards compiled by the Manchester
Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows. The boards record the death of members of the friendly
society over three periods, 1882 - 1905, 1918 - 1923 and 1924 - 1927. We feel sure there must
have been a board that covered the gap period, between 1905 and 1918, but it has not survived.
These boards came to Kogarah Historical Society as a gift from Kogarah Council, on 4 December
1996. They had been found among the Council' s.records but with no note of their provenance.
Kogarah Historical Society was only too happy to takecharge of the boards, and a quick check of
the names in Sands Directory of Sydney shows the men came from all parts of the St. George
area, not just Kogarah,
The Independent Order of Oddfellows was one of many friendly societies that had flourished in
England after the medieval guilds had faded from importance. It was one of the ways that people
sought to insure against the expense of illness.
Although NSW was colonised from England in 1778, the friendly societies did not appear until
there was a considerable free workforce. They began to appear in the 1830s and the Manchester
Unity Independent Order of Oddfellows was formed in Sydney in 1839.
Until 1948, when the National Health Act was passed and the Federal Government assumed
responsibility for health and social welfare, to be old, poor or unemployed could mean that
medical care was a luxury for some and a crippling expense for many.
Friendly societies played an important role in former days.
The three boards are painted black and' lettered in gold. The two outside boards are headed
M.U.J.O.O.F. and the middle one has the solemn wording:
REMEMBER THOU ALSO MUST DIE
PASSING FROM TIME TO ETERNITY

The Dames of the St. George men are listed by the date of their death, so an alphabetical list is
appended for the use offam.ily historians.

1y1XJ~
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M.U.I.O.O.F.

BOARDS

ABIGAIL, F.J.
ALLEN,J.

MACKAY, 0.
McMURTRIE, E.
McNAMARA, T.
MASCORD,O.
MESSURIER, F.A. Le
MlLLER, A.S.
MOORE,J.

BALDOCK,A.
BISHOP, S.H.
BRADLEY, l.A.
BROWN, H.
BROWN, H.1.
BROWN,Mark
BRYANT, C.T.

NAYLOR,E.
NEW,W.

DUMONT,H.

OLDFIELD, IN.

EAMES,E.W
EDWARDS,E.
EVERITT,A.

PERlGO, R
PRICE, H.P.
PRITCHARD, W.

GOODE, J.T.
GOODE, R.
GRA YES, E.B.

RIED,1.
RITTER, Chas
ROBINSON, c.n.
ROBINSON, G.F.

HATFIELD, RH.
I-llLLIARD, RS.
HURD, Wm.

SEAR, T.W.
SUTHERLAND,

I

J.

TIDMARSH, l.W.
TOOHEY, G.E.

JENKINS, R.
JOHNSTON, A.
JONES, W.
JORDON, George
JUSTICE, C.

WALSH, A.E.
WHITELAW, P.N.
WILKES, F.J.
WOOD,J.
WOOD, W.E.G.

KEEP, l.
LAURENSEN, RA.
LAWRENCE, A.
LEWIS, l.W.
LUNDY, 1.
REFERENCES:
Australian Encylopedia Article on Friendly Societies.
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NOTICE OF MOTION

At our June General Meeting a Motion will be proposed for voting on a change to our
Constitution,
The Motion is to change the Quorum for the Committee of Management from seven (7) to six. (6)
and will be "that Item five (5) - Meetings (Quorum) - will now read:'Quorum necessary [or transaction of business of the General Meeting shall be fifteen (15)
members ofwhorn three (3) shall be Office Bearers, and six (6) members at a Meeting of

the Committee of Management' ".
I

The Committee of Management of Kogarah Historical Society Inc.
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