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MONTHL Y MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road,
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 prn.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then ~ short business meeting.

Speakers
14

July

Cherry Cordner» author of 'A Mavis Singing' (short
listed for Australian Book Council Award for Literature).
Her book is the true story of her mother's family including
the one who lived in a tree and the one who spent time
in Fanny Bay Jail, Darwin.
.

August

11

Karen Wilson:- Special Botanist at the Royal Botanic
Gardens of Sydney will talk about her research of
native species. Karen also works with the National
Herbarium.
Committee _ Meetings

July
11
August 8

7.00pm - 15 Hamer Street Kogarah Bay
7.00pm - 3/2 Nelson Street Penshurst

The Castle Hill Government

Farm

at our Meeting held on 14th April
The Guest Speaker was Ralph Hawkins, Author, Archives Officer at the Society of
Genealogists, Member of Hornsby Shire Historical Society and he talked about Castle Hill
Government Farm. He began his considerable research following the 200th Anniversary last
March of the establishment of the Farm when a re-enactment was staged. His information
was taken from old newspapers such as the Sydney Gazette and was shown on an overhead
slide projector.
The Castle Hill Government Farm began with the arrival of the first Irish convicts in ] 790 and
had a very turbulent history. There was bigotry and hatred against the Irish convicts, first
seen as defenders who did not settle well. Even the women showed cruel traits which they
employed during a planned insurrection.
As an example of their ingenuity, they mixed
pulverised glass with flour to be used to make puddings. We were not given an account of
the outcome of that little exercise.
Some of the Irish convicts were sent to farms at
Toongabbi where they were troublesome, riotous, tried to escape and finally rebelled in 1804.
Also in that year coins were introduced which were to be used for bartering and bore the
image of "that dreadful person, King George". This did not please the Irish nor improve the
situation. An interesting note in the story showed that the 4th June was a holiday because of
the King's birthday.
Farming styles were based on methods used in England and, although detailed instructions
were issued regarding planting times for various crops, they had to be adjusted in line with the
differences in the seasons.
Farm workers were divided into team, with each team having
specific duties.
Tools were originally sent from England and later made here. However, the Government had
to request extra supplies of shovels when they were ruined by the convicts frying food on
them. Ralph had a number of slides covering very detailed records of tools, dates, numbers
of animals and types of crops produced, together with drawings and diagrams of the size of
camps and the lay-out of buildings. He also showed maps of Castle Hill and surroundings,
with sub-divisions, land grants and purchases, although there is some doubt about their
accuracy.
Of particular interest was one of Ralph's drawings from which Coralie was able to identify an
item in the Museum which had previously been a mystery.
We now know that it is a
'coulter' , a sharp blade, part of a plough, which cuts through the ground.
Ralph's talk was very interesting and gave us an insight into another chapter in the story of
early convict settlement.

*

this issue

Health & Heritage features in this issue of our Newsletter with articles about the First
Aid Dressing Station at Carss Park and Dr. Ben Haneman.
We also currently have on display at our Carss Cottage Museum photographs and information
about the Kogarah Mobile Nursing Service, which is no ionger in existence. Many residents of
the Kogarah Municipality would have been the recipients of the first class nursing care
administered by the nurses of this service.
The Health & Heritage Museum of St. George Hospital is also open daily. It is situated in the
hospital Library and is preserving items [rom its 110 year history. Also on display are
representations of uniforms and badges worn by the hospital's trainee and graduate nurses.
Enquiries for the hospital museum Tel. 93502042
Ed.

THE FIRST AID DRESSING STATION IN CARSS PARK
On the front wall, to the right of the entrance to the old First Aid Room in Carss Park,
is a plaque with the inscription.:
JAMES STUART
MEMORIAL
DEDICATED
27'IH APRIL 1929
Despite this rather obvious clue, Kogarah Council claimed not to know when the
building was erected! In the Carss Bush Draft Plan of Management 2003 on page 125, in a
chart of Architectural & Heritage Assessment, it lists First Aid Dressing Station - no record
of approximate year of construction, and therefore gives it a heritage rating of low to
moderate.
KHS made a submission to Council, informing them of the date and stressing our
feeling that it has much heritage significance. So, in the final Plan of Management, December
2004, the table of Architectural & Heritage Assessment has been amended to show the date
of construction as 1929 and changed the comment to "No record for the original design of the
single storey structure. "
However, the rating of "low to moderate" remains.
I beg to differ! Although the building looks very different now to its appearance in
1929, when it consisted of one storey with a tiled roof, open the door, and it offers a peep
into the past, with the fittings still in place, ready for use, some 70 years on. Its appearance
has been changed since in 1971, Kogarah Council added another storey to make a residence
for the Park Ranger.
Kogarah Historical Society was formed in 1970 to lobby to prevent Carss Cottage
being demolished, and succeeded in opening the Cottage as a folk museum. The First Aid
Room represents the next stage in the development of Carss Park, the participation of the
conununity in providing amenities.
The late Gwen Coxhead, a much valued member of KHS, was the daughter of the first
Ranger, Harald Coxhead, and lived in Carss Cottage as a child. She wrote a series of articles
for the Newsletter entitled Blakehurst Historical Series and in reminiscing about Carss Park
1924-1929, noted:
"Representatives of St John Ambulance Brigade responded very early to calls tor first
aid, for inevitably many minor casualties OCCWTed. Cases of cut feet from the sharp rock
... jelJy blubbers and other stinging marine life ... and, of course, little boys being just that,
fell out of trees and off embankments to join the ranks of the injured. Usually there were two
"Zambuks" on duty each Saturday, Sunday and public holiday. At other times the ranger
rendered first aid to the best of his ability. When the weather was inclement, the First Alders
were hard put to find shelter enabling them to carry on their good work. Eventually a
Committee was formed to raise funds for the erection of a suitable building. Its first meeting

was in 1928_ As usual J.H.Coxhead
committee."

was a motivating spirit and was Hon. Secretary of this

111 the next issue of the Newsletter, Gwen quoted the report the Secretary of the Carss
Park Casualty Room Committee presented on 27 April 1929. Their stated objective was to
make the Casualty Room the most up-to-date building of its kind in the metropolis.

They did it in less than a year, collected money and materials and built the room with
voluntary labour and opened it, free of debt, on 2ih April 1929_ Take note of the year. The
Great Depression was at its height. Unemployment was rife. Every penny was precious but
the community could work for the common good.
Kogarah Council was thanked by the Committee "for the making of the splendid
gravel track leading to the front of the building."
Among other donors thanked for material are Bakewell Bros for the sink, Apex Step
Company of Kogarah for the terrazzo draining board and Newman Underwood Tile
Company of Menylands for the tiles - all of these still in place and ready for use.
Originally a large framed montage of photographs hung on the wall of the First Aid
Room, consisting of photographs of Mrs Stuart, the benefactress whose generosity helped so
much, and all the members of the Casualty Room Committee, surrounding a photograph of
the one-storey building as it was in 1929. It is in need of restoration at the present time and
hopefully, will be rehung soon. KHS has made a copy for display in Carss Cottage.
COW1cil has noted that there is no record for the design of the single storey structure. I
checked Gwen Coxhead's article, for the original has not been fOW1d among the Society's
records. Unfortunately, the copy from which she was working was tom, so she could only
record the Committee thanking the architect, who lived in South Hurstville, but whose name
has disappeared. Still, he, too, must have donated his services.
Recently Hurstville Historical Society donated to KHS a book of newscuttings from
The Propeller consisting of the writings of Will Carter. He spent his working life as a school
teacher and after his retirement, joined the staff of the newspaper. 1 found an article he wrote
on the St George District Ambulance in August 1930. It contains a photograph of the Carss
Park First Aid Station and a paragraph about it:
FIRST AID STATION
A novel achievement for this district was accomplished in April of last
year, when a first aid dressing station was opened at Carss Park, Blakehurst.
This was made possible by the generous support of voluntary workers, who
donated money, tabour and material. In order 10 carry the scheme tofruition,
a small but energetic committee was formed, under the presidency of the late
Mr A.C . Willis, with Mr J. Coxhead as hon. Secretary, Mrs W. Coleman as
hon. Treasurer and Mesdames Ward and Willis. By means ofsocialfunctions
and donations, this committee raised over 170 pounds. Mrs .Stuart donated
over 80 pounds towards the cost. Donations of material were also received
from LocaL business firms and Kogarah Council. As a result of this innovation
cases of accident, etc in the park, receive first aid attention in the privacy of a

-

properly equipped station, where a voluntary first aid attendant is stationed on
Sundays and holidays and various other timers when large crowds congregate
in the park. "
There is no doubt that the First Aid Room was built and opened on 27th April 1929,
just as it states on the commemorative stone at the front door. Today, to open the door is to
step back into that past era of 1929.
B.GOODGER
REFERENCES
KHS NEWSLETTER June 1979 pp 7-8 Blakehurst Historical Series no 22 Carss Park
.
1924-1929
July 1979 pp 5-6 Blakehurst Historical Series no 23 First Aid Dressing
Station, Carss Park
Carss Bush Park Draft Plan of Management, presented by Kogarah Council 2003 p. 125 and
Final Plan December 2004 p. 125
The Carss Family, Carss Cottage and Carss Park, by loan Hatton 1997 p. 31
St George District Ambulance. Dedication of New Ambulance Station next Sunday. The Past
and the present, by Will Carter IN PropeUer 8 August 1930 pp8-10
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The Allawah Hotel

For some of us, sitting in the bar of a local hotel was a unique experience. We were made very
welcome and nearby drinkers seemed unfazed by our presence.
Janette Hollebone presented us with a most interesting and carefully researched talk on the
history of this hotel and had unearthed not only historical facts but also quite a few humorous and
sometimes extraordinary anecdotes about the people who owned or lived in the hotel.
We were then taken on a tour of the building, upstairs and down, even into the areas under the bar
floor, now used for storage but showing evidence of other uses in the past.
After lunch in the hotel bistro we were all glad that we had not missed it.
Coralie Lewin.
~

The Embroiderers'

Guild NSW

A visit to the Embroiderers' Guild, arranged by Coralie Lewin, was an unbelievable eye-opener to
the historic and modem embroideries housed in perfect purpose - built drawers and hanging
storage. This Collection was an inspiration enhanced by the extensive knowledge of the
Collection Custodian, Marie Cavanagh.
Classes, courses and lectures in the many techniques of embroidery, patchwork & quilting, lace
making as well as their history are continually held, with books, materials and threads available
from the Guild Shop making a decoration in themselves.
The meticulous Library is used by the more thall2,OOO members for study.
Thankyou Coralie, the visit was a revolution and ajoy!
Meg Thompson.

DR. BEN HANEMAN
some personal reflections

On May 4, 2000, Dr Ben Haneman addressed a gathering of medical professionals
St.George Hospital. This article is a small extract taken from that speech.

at

* * *
I am delighted to see the many different ethnic origins of the Australians here in this
lecture hall. 1 came to live in Carlton when I was four. When I started as a little kid at
Carlton Central Public School, I was the only foreigner, quickly became the 'Dago
Kid'and had stones thrown at me. It was my silent satisfaction, years later, to have some
of the stone throwers as my patients. I went to Canterbury Boys' High School.
I graduated just after my 21st birthday. That was in 1944. In 1942, as a grassy
green medical student, I had freelanced at the St George Hospital outpatients in a house
opposite the hospital. Accident and emergency, if you could call it that, was on the back
veranda. Moving East, there was a double storied brick building, Childrens, then a large
one story brick building with large verandas. That was Maternity. Moving further west,
there was A & F wards, the original cottage hospital. Across from that were the wooden
'temproary' wards, C & D. This was later to be the second site of the chapel when it was
moved brick by brick from the Kensington Street site, but these were built long after the
war years.
Speaking of chapels allows me to observe that I was never aware of any religious
sectarianism. It was normal custom in those days, when Australian Catholics were not
allowed to have meat on Friday, that any catered hospital function on a Friday would
always on the invitation form, request those attending to indicate if they preferred meat or
fish. The Jews voted fish, seeing it as the lesser of dietary transgressions.
The Superintendent's cottage, later to be the pay office, was opposite Maternity
and to its left the residence for the four interns. The Superintendent then was Dr Fenton.
I was not there in the time of the famous Matron Pritchard but I knew best, in later years
Norma Shore, who I think constantly saw doctors and men as nurses' natural enemy, if
not potential rapists. I met her very recently in a shop and she embraced me as a long lost
friend; so different to her normal stance, her body thrust back, a safe distance from her
male interlocutor and her hands protecting her genitalia.
I came first to the hospital in 1948 as a Clinical Assistant in Medicine and stayed
in one capacity or another for about half a century. When I first joined the staff, Jerry
Latham was the whippiest physi.cian on the staff. He had a great brain and was. a good
lateral thinker. It fell to me to look after him with his first myocardial infarct. He told me
carefully that he didn't want to be resuscitated. Of course he arrested, and was
resuscitated. He wouldn't speak to me for several days when he saw the chest bum and
felt a broken rib. His prostate packed up and he didn't mind the world wandering past
and viewing his catheterized penis but he thought it a terrible invasion of privacy that any
passer by could see his cardiac monitor.
Some of our staff were just terrific human beings. So many faces and personalities
pass through my mind and J could tell stories about so many, perhaps better not recorded.
Ben Haneman

Exploring

Parramatta

River

at our Meeting held on 9th June
This meeting's guest speaker was Greg BlaxaU who is a writer of fiction and educational
material, also a member of Brush Farm Historical Society and he brought good wishes from
the President of the Society. His subject was "Exploring Parramatta River't.ea which he has
been sailing for twenty-five years and has a very keen inter.est in its history.
Exploration for decent agricultural land along the river began about ten days after the arrival of
the First Fleet. Good land was found and a settlement established.
Parramatta River is really a part of Sydney Harbour estuary. There is about 14 kms of salt
water to just north of Parramatta where fresh water enters the estuary from Darling MiUs and
Toongabbi Creeks, near the current Charles Street Wharf
The Lane Cove River joins the
Parramatta River, along with many creeks. A town was settled by October 1788 and, by the
next year, more people lived there than in Sydney.
Sydney was the port and Parramatta the
centre of Government.
Greg has a very extensive knowledge of the river and has historical records in lots of
photographs and diagrams.
He took us on an extensive tour with his slides which made it
easier to picture the growth and development through the years. We began at Circular Quay
which was established about 1880 and was originally called Semi-circular Quay (because you
can't have a circular quay). It was constructed by an army engineer called Barley, who also
built Fort Denison Then came Millers Point where Jack Layton constructed early windmills.
Because of this, the area was known as Jack Miller's Point and later shortened to the current
name.
On to Darling Harbour where gas works were built in 1837, only five years after the first gas
works in England.
The actual place was what we know as Hickson Road. The works were
moved to Mortlake in 1922. Next was Goat Island in the middle of the river. This island was
convict built and always associated with marine affairs. During the bubonic plague it was used
as a quarantine area. Nearby was Glebe Island which was a rocky outcrop, was levelled and
the stone used to enlarge the island.
Terminals were built to accommodate ships carrying
wheat and coal, the biggest export at the time.
We moved on to Gore Cove, named after
William Gore, Provost Marshall under Governor King, and was the site of the Shell TenninaJ,
the first in Sydney. Shell later moved to the current plant at Clyde.
Further along is Balmain and Birchgrove where the first footbaU match in Australia was
played. Balmain Colliery was on the site where the old Birchgrove School still stands. Coal
was mined at Balmain but the quality was not very good and the mine was flooded and capped
during the J 950s_ Off the Drummoyne peninsular is Cockatoo Island, originally a prison and
later used as a home for disadvantaged boys.
Greg related some interesting stories, for example about Kel1ys Bush at Woolwich which was
to be developed for high rise building but was saved to remain as parkJand by the efforts of
Jack Munday, well-known for his Çgreen bans", also Three Brothers Rocks at Henley, where
there is a monument to the memory of Henry Earnest Searle who was a champion sculler and
tragically died from typhoid fever at the age of22.
We were enthusiastically encouraged to take a ferry trip on the river for an interesting
experience and, for a particularly good view, to visit 'Villa Maria' at Hunters Hill. There is so
much more to hear about the Parramatta River and Greg assured us that he will retum later to
continue the journey. We look forward to that.

The following article was printed in a ship's Newsletter, titled

'Honeymoon ((imes'
dated 25th to 30th December

]919 and published at sea by the Captain and Crew of

H.M.A. T. SHROPSHIRE
This 1919 voyage from England to Australia carried many War Brides.
This article 'OUR GREETING' was apparently written by the Captain or a Crew member.

OUR GREETING
We are all engaged on a new venture, the high enterprise of our lives; and we approach it with
ming led fee lings.
Some of us are looking back on the old days in our old homes before we made that dramatic
decision of marriage that is carrying us so far from old ties. And with the high hope and new joy
is mingled a sadness at the separation "from friends who had entered so intimately into our
existence that we had come to regard them as, indeed, part of ourselves. There is a wistfulness in
our happiness - to all of these we send greetings and a message of good cheer, with the assurance
that their new country will give them a home no less intimately happy, and, perhaps with a greater
freedom than has been enjoyed before.
Others on board have had their lives cut asunder by the war. Old ways have become
impossible, and so there has been a decision made that in new fields of labour lie the greatest
possibilities. Here is the need for courage in the face of unknown difficulties, and our message to
these is a word of sympathy and good cheer, that the year may see them established on their road;
their feet well set on the first rungs of the ladder.
And, again, we have with us those who are returning to their homes after years of absence on
the most hazardous of duties. Men and Women who have touched the pinnacle of their lives, and
are returning to enjoy the fruits of their sacrifice. They know the welcome awaiting them, with its
tumultuousjeelings ofjoy. Mayall of their most secret hopes be realised; may there be no dregs
in the bottom of that exquisite cup.
Hope mingles with fear, joy is tinged with regret - nothing is without its alloy, but we take this
opportunity of wishing everyone on board the fulfilment of their dearest wishes.
The Shropshire was built on the Clyde Bank in 1911 and made many transport voyages between
England and Durban during WWI.
The Editor of the Shropshire Newsletter must have also had a sense of humour. Here are some of
the comical advertisements published in that 1919 issue:

Situations Vacant: Boy wanted in saloon pantry to open oysters with a reference.
For Sale: Dining table for sale by lady with handsome carved legs.
For Sale: Grand piano as the owner is going abroad in a strong wooden case.
Please note: The newly established 'Listening Post' at the Pay Office is now prepared to
overhear any secret promises or boo 'mots. Special attention paid to statements re Indelible Pencil
Farms; Walking Stick Ranches or Treacle Mines.
Three of the passengers on this December, 1919 voyage of the Shropshire were Lucy and Joseph
Hammond and their infant son, James. Joseph had been injured in France during WWl and was
recovering in England when he met and married Lucy. They decided to emigrate to Australia and
arrived in Sydney early in 1920.
Joseph and Lucy lived first with Joseph's brother Robert, in Cecil Street, Hurstville Grove and
then in a War Service home, No.2 MacLaurin Street South HurstviJlc, (the area now known as
Penshurst) where they spent the rest of their lives. This house still stands.
Their second child, born in Australia, was a daughter they named Marjorie who grew up in the
house in MacLaurin Street and still Ii ves in South Hurstville.
1t is Marjorie (Pritchard) who keeps our Museum looking so clean and weI! cared for.
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MONDAYS AT THE MUSEUM
At our May 23rd M. at the M. the subject chosen by our Speaker, Dr. Peter Orlovich, was some
of the interesting aspects and unusual origins of the names of the earliest streets, roads and
highways in NSW.
We must thank-Mavis Ward for this report of Peter Orlovich's talk and for her regular reports on
.
our monthly meetings at Kogarah School of Arts .
. Diary Date: The next Mondays at the Museum is on 25July -lOam and the
Speaker is Ian Thorn - Great, gr., gr. Grandson of Sir Henry Parkes.
Although a great statesman, the talk is about Sir Henry Parkes - the man.
Dr Peter Orlovich, Archivist at the Local Studies Library, Kogarah, was our guest speaker and
shared with us some of the results of his research into the origins of street names. He began by
explaining how archiving works and the value placed on this by Kogarah Council who "has a
treasure house of history in its archives ". Kogarah Council was incorporated in 1885 and held
the first meeting in January 1886 when record keeping began.
Indigenous inhabitants named places and areas but they do not seem to have given names to
pathways and trails. The Governor decided on street names and usually chose names of
prominent people. Early highways were given geographical names such as Great Southem,
Great Western and Great Northern Highways. Responsibility for nanling streets was passed to
Local Councils in 1857. After 1925 the Department of Main Roads began using names of
explorers and geographical features such as Hume and Monaro. Princes Highway, originally
known as Kogarah Road, was re-named in 1920 after the Prince of Wales and became a
national highway extending to Melbourne and later Adelaide. Newell Highway was named
after Hugh Newell, Commissioner for Main Roads in 1938.
The railway came to Kogarah in 1884 but enterprising local real estate agents began subdividing land in 1882, names of many early streets being derived from the estates or after the
real estate agent. Examples of this are Rickard "Road, South Hurstville, named after Arthur
Rickard & Co, an early development company and Anglo Square, Carlton, named after Anglo
Australian Investment Finance & Land Co. The Treasurer of one of the developers gave his
name to Bibby Street, AlJawah. Renown Avenue, Oatley, has an interesting history.
It was
originally part of Renown Park Estate which was sub-divided into business and residential lots.
"Renown" was the name of the ship which brought the Prince of Wales to Sydney to thank the
Australian people for their help to the British in WWl and that was a very public event.

Peter Orlovich cent:
In the early days old English names were very often used for streets, also war heroes, battles,

ships and military and navel campaigns and sometimes patterns can be found in the names of
adjacent streets.
English Street, Kogarah was originally Webers Road, so named after a German of that name
who owned a property in the area. He was a "hot headed old soldier possessing three German

r,

guns and would not think twice of firing at and winging any man or lad who attempted to steal
one of his lemons or peaches".
That change followed a petition from residents of the area.
Because of Japanese connections Tojo Street Penshurst, was considered to be "most
objectionable" to the residents and it became Pacific Avenue. . They also wanted Kuroki

Avenue to be changed but that didn't happen. Part of the original Carss Park estate was subdivided in 1924 with the sale of some 240 lots by Cecil (Joe) Munro, a well known auctioneer.
As was the usual practice in those days, the new streets were probably named by the auctioneer.
Peter invited anybody interested in obtaining informationon an individual property to make an
appointment to talk to him at Kogarah Local Studies Library. Coralie has the necessary form
to be completed.
Peter is very enthusiastic about the work he does and stressed the importance and advantages of
maintaining accurate records. This has always been the practice at Kogarah Council where
records are not only complete but have been kept in properly organised and chronological
order, which has enabled Peter to present such detailed and interesting information..

Carss Cottage Museum
The Museum is open Sundays and some Public Holidays
from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm
Admission: Adults $2.00
Children 50 cents

t/

Museum Roster

July
3 Mavis Ward & Ken Grieve
10 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
17 Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson
24 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone
31 Cath & Leo Sullivan

August
7 Trudy Johns & Thel Tatum
14 Bob & Mary Williams
21 Carol Teir & Gilda Tilia
28 Betty Goodger & Janette HolJebone

Diary Dates
14 July General Meeting 2pm
25 July Mondays at the Museum lOam
11 August General Meeting 2pm
Advance Notice:
17 to 25 September - History Week
Our special event at lOam on Saturday 17 at Carss Cottage Museum is

'[he Swamp Dreaming
Frances Bodkin - Indigenous Education Officer for Mt. Annan Botanic Gardens
will provide an outdoor talk about the history surrounding the area of Carss Park, stories and
legends of the animals, birds and plants.
Cost: $5.00 which includes morning tea and entry to the Museum.
Booking essential - Tel. 9546 1580 or elm coralew@chilli.net.au
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