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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INCORPORATED
Carss Cottage Museum - Carss Park
Postal Address P.O. Box 367 Kogarah 1485
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Vice President:
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Patron
K. R. Cavanough A.M. J.P.

Mrs. B. Earnshaw Tel. 9546 1091
Mrs. B. Goodger
Mrs. B. Butters
Mrs. 1. Hollebone
Mrs. C. Sullivan
Mrs. C. Lewin

Tel. 95701101
Tel. 9580 6954
Tel. 95297117
Tel. 9579 6149
Tel. 9546 1580

$8.00 per annum (single) $12.00 per annum (couple)

****************************
MONTHLY MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road,
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.

Speakers
,/

/
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February

9

Christine Yeats- Manager - Public Access,
State Records New South Wales will speak
on "Treasures from Kogarah"

March

9

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

February
March

Conunittee Meetings
6 7.00pm
2/900-902 Forest Road Peakhurst
6 7.00pm
1 Meriel Street Sans Souci
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The Society of Women Writers.NSW Inc.
BIENNIAL BOOK' AWARDS 2005
CATEGORY

NON-FICTION

FIRST PRIZE

CBever{ey P.arnsfiaw
For.

á'An .Jlustra(ian scu(ptor' ,

-IBOOK

LAUNCH

On Saturday, 20th November, 2005, we launched our latest publication
"AN AUSTRALIAN SCULPTORá WILLIAM PRIESTLY MACINTOSH"
by
BEVERLEY EARNSHAW - assisted by Janette Hollebone
This book has won First Prize in
The Society of Women Writers NSW Inc. Biennial Book A wards 2005
Non-Fiction Category
Kogarah Council agreed to our use of the Kogarah School of School of Arts, at no cost to us,
for the official launching of this important publication.
About 90 people attended, including a number of our own members to whom I convey our
thanks for their help and support on the day. The day was a great success and enjoyed by those
who attended.
The proceedings were Chaired by Dr. Peter Orlovich and the book officially launched by
Margaret Betteridge, Curator of the Sydney Town Hall Collection. Descendants of William
Priestly MacIntosh were among those who attended.
The book is very well presented and includes an excellent collection of photographs of
MacIntosh sculptures.
Congratulations to Beverley Earnshaw who, with assistance from Janette Hollebone, has
produced another fine publication.
Money from a bequest from the late Gwen Coxhead made the publication of this book possible.
Beryl Butters.

*
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Kogarah Historical Society Inc. Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday, 9th
March 2006 at 2.00pm in Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah.
We have appreciated the attendance of members at our meetings held throughout 2005.
At our Annual General Meeting the Office Bearers and Committee will be elected for the
coming year. This is your opportunity to exercise your right to vote and so be a part of this
procedure.
As usual, the Meeting will include a short talk by one of our own Members and the opportunity
to chat with fellow members over a cup of tea or coffee.
Your attendance at this Meeting is valued and appreciated.

ANNUAL FEES
Included in this issue of the Newsletter is a Membership Renewal Form.
The due date for payment of fees is 2nd February 2006.
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On browsing through the Moseum Reports that are written op by the Members who
are on duty each time the Museum is open, some quite interesting snippets of
comparative information emerged-

for instance On Australia Day 1995 the income from the Museum was $527.00. This was made up of
$272.00 from entry fees and $255.00 from the sale of Devonshire Teas.
For the past few years the Australia Day Museum income has been a mere fraction of this
amount, firstly, because of the extensive food stalls in the park it is no longer viable for us to
serve food and secondly, because the concentrated activity in the park has reduced the number
of visitors to the Museum.
However, we still remain open for extended hours on that day.
A report from the early 1990s shows that there were problems created by the amount of
weddings being held around the Museum. Cars associated with weddings regularly blocked the
entry gate and when our members wanted to lock up and leave they were unable to get their own
cars out. There were problems with the entry gate chain and its need of repair which allowed the
public to ignore signs and park wherever they liked.
The Museum area is still popular with brides for both photographs and wedding ceremonies but
the gate chain is secure and although wedding cars park illegally in the No Parking and
Disabled Parking areas they usually comply with our requests to move when our departing
Members want to leave. These days the use of this area for weddings must be booked with
Kogarah Council - we KNOW that not all of them do. The biggest problem these days is the
litter left behind by inconsiderate guests and constant requests for the use of the Museum toilet.
We are always happy to direct them to the two public toilets provided in the park.
Shortly before Anzac Day 1995 a gentleman visited the Museum and donated a cassette tape of
World War 1 music. This was played in the Museum on Anzac Day afternoon. The written
comment on this days entry was "sad".
We still open the Museum on Anzac Day whenever possible but attendance is variable.
In lanuary 1996 Ken Johns arrived at the Museum to find a possum in the roof. He managed
to capture it and secure it in a box. It was later released and sped up a gum tree.
A few months later, in May, another possum (the same one on a return visit?) had a merry time
dislodging the wigs on the models used to display clothing in the Museum. Thankfully the
Museum is now possum proof - I HOPE!
One entry in the Report Book noted that the carpets in the Museum were laid in 1998 - were the
timber floors in evidence prior to that?
Another entry noted that a visitor asked for a concession discount on the then $1.00 entry fee.
Nothing has changed a few weeks ago I was asked for a discount on the now $2.00 entry fee. I could not resist
explaining that all the work done in the Museum is done voluntarily by members and that many
of them are also on restricted income.
Still - we keep on keeping on!.
Coralie Lewin

Museum Custodian
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THE JUDE FAMILY OF KOGARAH BAY

On May 11, 1854 Jacob Marks was granted 60 acres of land by Governor Fitzroy.
lt was situated on Kogarah Road (now called Princes Highway), Bay Street (now called
Park Road), the present day Renn Street and extended southwards to Kogarah Bay Creek
(now a storm water channel).
By 1872, 22 acres 2 roods 9 perches of that land had passed into the hands of
William Climpson of 'Coggorah' whose son, Frederick, ran a dairy along Kogarah Bay
Creek.
On August 9, 1872, William Climpson sold the northern portion of his land to
William Jude, a labourer who lived on Rocky Point Road. Jude's purchase was bounded
by Kogarah Road, Bay Street, and on the east and south sides by what would become
Renn and Hamer Streets. Jude's neighbours were 'Mr' Carroll, James Sutor, John Dwight
(a carpenter) and William Climpson, all owner occupiers.
On December 29, 1873, William Jude sold his southern 10 acres to James Hamer,
a market gardener. The Hamers opened a shop, they had a well which afforded pure clear
water, and Mrs Louise Hamer was a midwife.
For the next 70 years, Jude's remaining land, 11 acres 3 roods 1 n~ perches
would become known locally as 'Jude's paddock', and except for a few modest structures
remained as open space.
In 1886, the first year the Sands Directory covers Kogarah, William Jude was
running a grocery store at the intersection of Kogarah Road and Bay Street. It was a
small weatherboard building which also incorporated a residence. It had large water
tanks, and the whole lot was painted beige. In the centre of the paddock, William Jude
built a shed or pavilion where the family socialized at Christmas and other festive
occasions. The shed was large enough to accommodate 60 adults and their many children.
William and Mary Jude had 9 children, Sarah (b.1869), Emma (b.1880 d.1881),
Eliza (b. 1872) , Mary (known as Min b.1876), Ellen (b. 1879), Ralph (b. 1880), William
(b.1883 d.1894), Susan (b.1885) and Ida May (b.1889).
William Jude Snr.died in 1900 and the property passed to his widow, Mary Jane
Jude (nee Mellor) who resolved that the land would never be sold in her lifetime. She
kept the comer grocery shop open, assisted by her daughter, Susan, who was 15 when
her father died. Family tradition describes the shop with an assortment of lolly jars lined
up along the counter.
In 1910 Susan Jude married Daniel Chamberlain and she opened a haberdashery
and drapery store next to her mother's shop. She sold things in small quantities and' the
shop was an excellent place for schoolgirls to obtain their sewing needs for school.
Shopkeeping was a family tradition for the Jude women who had been brought up
to believe that even married women should have independence. Eliza Jude's daughter,
Jessie Smith (nee Watson) opened a grocery and smallgoods shop at Carlton, then moved
the business to Bexley North.
In 1905, Ralph Jude set up in his mother's premises as a bicycle builder. He
apparently prospered as on March 10, 1906 he advertised in the St.George Call - "Ralph
Jude, builder of 'Advance' bicycles, Rocky Point Rd, Rockdale, opposite Fire Station.
First Grade machines £16/10/-; second grade from £10/10/-. Repairs a speciality." He
moved out of the family home in 1908 when he married Annie Fitton and they lived in
Frederick St., Rockdale.
In 1910, two electricians, Evan Tracey and William Court, opened for business on
Kogarah Road, near or in Jude's shop. In 1912 William Court married the youngest Jude

daughter, Ida May, and continued there until 1920.
In 19] 6 Mrs Minnie Wilding (nee Mary Jude), took over the comer store. Her
husband, Walter Wilding whom she had married in 1901, was in business as a house
painter.
In 1900, Mrs V.Coney, possibly a tennant, was operating a small dairy on Jude's
paddock. That same year Ferdinand (Herbert) Coney married Ellen Jude. They had four
children, Mabel, Cecil, Violet and Harold (Mick). Mabel and Mick became well
respected local builders.
Ferdinand Coney died and in 1918 Ellen remarried to Herbert Frederick Price and
thereafter she is recorded as Ellen Price. She was the last of the Jude's to operate the
shop which she ran from 1922 to 1925 until it was taken over by Frederick Dunn. At the
same time her sister, Mrs Chamberlain, remained in the adjoining drapery shop at least
until 1933 when the Sands Directories finish.
Mary Jude died in 1929 and the property passed to four of her daughters, Ellen
Price, Sarah Wadeson, Mary Wilding and Susan Chamberlain. The ground remained
vacant, making it an ideal venue for travelling carnivals and circuses, sporting activities
and Sunday School picnics. After Ellen's death in 1934, her share of the property passed
to her three sisters. The whole of Jude's paddock was subdivided into building blocks but
war suspended most of the building activity until about 1946. Several lots were bought by
Mary Jude's grandson, Mick Coney, for building and in July 1947 the comer site with
the shop was sold to Reginald Francis Lackey and his wife. Mr Lackey reopened the shop
as a pastrycook's and named it 'Ann's Pantry'. But the shop was old and was demolished
to allow the building of the business complex currently standing on the southern corner of
Park Road and Princes Highway, Kogarah Bay.

Mary Jane Jude
and Baby
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Mavis Ward reports on our November 28
'Mondays at the Museum'

Charles Kingsford Smith - "SMITHY"

Our speaker was Patricia Skehan, Foundation Executive Member of Concord Heritage
Society and she related the story of Sir Charles Kingsford-Smith with the same enthusiasm
she displayed on her last visit.
Patricia began her talk with a video which introduced us to the history of aviation and the
contributions made by our early aviators, including a flight over the Antarctic, pointing out
the adventures of Douglas Mawson, a round-world helicopter flight by Dick Smith and the
beginning of Nancy Bird-Walton's flying career.
Charles Kingsford-Smith, known as 'Smithy', was born in Brisbane in 1897 and spent a Jot
of time at Mascot aerodrome where he met Charles Ulm. They shared the love of flying
and, to emulate Ross Smith who had flown from England, they decided to try to fly from
America to Australia. To accomplish this dream they needed money. so they flew mail
planes and gave joy rides to' anybody prepared to pay. Mr Myer, of Myers Emporium,
became interested and made a donation and the Premier gave them 3000 pounds to enable
them to travel to America and make their way back. This was just after WWl when there
was a shortage of aircraft so they had difficulty finding a machine. All they could afford
was virtually only the fuselage of a plane - no seats, instruments or engine.
They found work in America with a Captain Hastings who owned brick works and cattle
ranches and he hired 'the boys' to navigate for him when he sailed down the coast to Mexico'
to inspect his businesses. They sold him the idea of buying a plane so that he could visit his
properties at will and made a deal which allowed them to borrow the plane to fly to Australia.
When the plane had to be fitted out they tied two wicker chairs together for their seats and
approached the Navy for equipment and engines. At that time, aircraft in America were
controlled by the Navy and they found a Lt Wyatt who was very interested and very helpful.
At the same time, a new Premier back home decided not to contribute to "this foolhardy
venture" but the RSL took up the cause and money was raised by public subscription The
flight from California took off in 1928.
Details of the flight were related with readings from Smithy's diary and we learned about the
highs and lows experienced. There was the 'mystery' of the ghost plane and the beauty of
the moon's reflections on the clouds; battling tbrough storms with rain hitting the
windscreen like bullets and finding its way in to saturate them; their anxieties and pleasant
moments.

A highlight of the flight was the welcome they received when they landed in Suva and the
people, led by their Chief, were at the airport to meet them. This surprised they boys,
considering communications at the time, but it was explained that "the Great White Spirit"
had told them that a "big bird" was coming. Interesting! !
There was a poetic entry concerning the Southern Cross Constellation which they viewed as
a symbol of success and that inspired them to name the aircraft "Southern Cross". The flight
time was 83 hours 11 minutes and their arrival was greeted with great enthusiasm.

In 1935 Smithy attempted a flight from England to Australia but unfortunately lost his life
during a storm over the Bay of Bengal. Smithy's death was a very sad loss to Australia and
to aviation, but his memory lives on and that of the "Southern Cross" which is housed in the
Qantas Founders Outback Museum at Longreach in Queensland.

The Jasthours ofSirCharles

KIngsford Snuths final flight
8 November 1935
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special event for History Week
in September 2005 was

"The Swamp Dreaming"

At 10.OOam Francis Bodkin, Indiginous
EducationOfficer at Mount Annan
Botanic Gardens conducted an outdoor
'walk and talk' through Carss Park.
Seen here are some of our visitors
listening as Francis tells us of the legends
and stories associated with the flora and
fauna in the Park. It was a fascinating
and interesting morning. tea, coffee and
damper were served and the last of our
visitors left the Museum at 2pm .
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carss Cottage Museum
The Museum is open Sundays and some Public Holidays
from 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm
Admission: Adults $2.00 Children 50 cents

Museum Roster
January

February

1 New Years Day - Museum Closed
8 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
)5 Mavis Ward & Ken Grieve

5 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
12 Bob Williams & Mary Williams
19' Carol Teir & Gilda Tilia
~
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

./22 Betty Goodger& Janette Hollebone
29 Cath & Leo Sullivan

26 January (Australia Day) - Coralie Lewin & Trudy Johns
The Museum will be open from 12 noon to 6.00pm
Any extra assistance would be appreciated.

Mondays at the Museum
continues in 2006 beginning on March 27
A full programme for the year will be enclosed
with the next Newsletter.
~
~

From The A-Z of Australian Facts, Myths & Legends
(Bruce Elder)

The Lllmlngton
The Governor of Queensland 1895 - 1901 was Charles Wallace Baillie, who was also known as
Baron Lamington. He gave his name to a mountain in north Queensland and, quite
extraordinarily, to a sponge cake dipped in chocolate and coated with desiccated coconut.
The Lamington is an iconic Australian food because it was one of the staples of fund raising
stalls. Each woman had her own secret recipe and street stall, and those run by the Country
Women's Association, always had Lamingtons for sale.
The mass produced Lamington available today is a pale shadow of these homemade
masterpieces.

Happy

New Year'

May 2006 be a happy, healthy and safe year for us all.
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