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MONTHLY MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road,
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.

Speakers

/

;MaY

11

June

8

A special treat! Lyn Smith, Bequest Manager,
G1!id~ Dogs NSW!ACT & Shirley Lucke,
accompanied by her Guide Dog 'Ethan' ,will
speak. on the history, training & life with these dogs
who are the eyes of the vision impaired.

Vicki Eldridge, a professional Family Historian &
Councillor of the Society of Australian Genealogists
will speak. on 'Being a Detective', how you can identify
the clues on the documents in front of you.
.
Committee Meetings

g5

:.OOpm
7.00 pm

36 Louisa Street Oatley
IS Hamer Street Kogarah Bay

*

We are pleased to welcome

NEW MEMBERS
Fred Scott .. Nola Stead & Sylvia Bennett
to the Society

.

carss cottage Museum
The Museum is open Sundays and some Public Holidays
from 1.00 pm to s.oo pm
Admission: Adults $2.00

Children SO cents

Museum Roster
May

June

7 Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson
14 Mavis Ward & Ken Grieve
'-1 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
/

Aeroplane Jelly _,

4 Gilda Tilia & Carol Teir
11 Bob Williams & Mary Williams
18 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
25 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

an Australian Icon

j

In 1926, Bert Appleroth stole a jelly recipe from Liptons Tea, his employer at the time,
and started making jelly in his bathtub. In 1927 he quit his job as a tram conductor and
rented a shed in Sydney where he started making the jelly in larger batches. As an. avid
aviation fan, and given the growing popularity and success of 'airplanes' in Australia at
the time, he decided to brand his product Aeroplane Jelly.
The product went on to become well established in NSW, however, the jingle I
like Aeroplane Jelly was not officially introduced outside NSW until 1977 when Traders
Pty Ltd started selling Aeroplane Jelly in Victoria. The song, despite being used
inconsistently in various campaigns, has established itself in Australian memories and
hearts.
The advertising blitz that promoted Aeroplane Jelly during the 1930s, 1940s and
1950s was a roaring success. Sales of the product rocketed from 500,000 packets in 1934
to 9.5 million in 1947 arid for many years Appleroth's company, Traders Pty Ltd,
claimed to be the biggest manufacturer of jelly crystals in the southern hemisphere.
Bert Appleroth's son, also called Bert, assumed control of the business during the
1950s and his son, who was also called Bert, ran the company during the late 1970s and
early 1980s. The youngest of the Berts died in 1985 and ownership of the company
passed to his wife, Val. The next generation was expected to take control of the company
but in 1994 it was acquired by McCormack Foods.
While jelly as a dessert has fallen 'out of favour in recent years, Aeroplane Jelly
remains the largest selling brand in the current market with 50% of its sales in NSW. In
2006 the manufacture of Aeroplane Jelly will be relocated from West Ryde in Sydney to
Victoria. It is now wholly. owned by .McCormack Foods.
(Extract from a Briefing Document circulated by the Professional Historians' Association)
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
Annual General Meeting
9th March 2006

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
I am happy to report that the Society has had a very successful year. Membership stands at 75.
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns
Road, Kogarah at 2pm. with an average attendance of 19, plus visitors. During the year, guest
speakers at our regular meetings have been:Chris Yates from State Records - Treasures of Kogarah.
Greg Blaxell - who came twice and presented 'Exploring Parramatta River' Parts 1 and 2.
Dr. Leslie Muir - Sydney in the 1880s.
Yvonne Brugmans - an electronic photographic display of St. George Hospital between the two
World Wars.
Karen Wilson - of the Royal Botanic Gardens - Centenary Quilt.
Cherie Cordner - who spoke on her book, 'A Mavis Singing'.
Ralph Hawkins - Castle Hill Government Farm 1801 - 1811.
Cliff Crane - The Life, Times and Ballads of Banjo Patterson.
Betty Goodger - Admiral Lord Nelson.
As well as our monthly meetings, our Museum Custodian, Coralie Lewin, organises
Mondays aJ the Museum five times a year. This begins with morning tea at Warn followed by

an illustrated talk in the Museum by a Guest Speaker and a closer look at a selection of items
from the Museum Collection. As space is limited, booking are restricted to 30 persons and the
sessions are always booked out. Guest Speakers at these meetings were:Francis Bodkin - Indigenous Education Officer at Mt. Annan - Dharawal story teller.
Dr. Peter Orlovich - the origins of names of streets, roads & highways in NSW.
Ian Thom - a descendent of Sir Henry Parkes.
Ruth Pope - The History of Silver Tableware.
Patricia Skehan - Sir Charles Kingsford Smith.
Francis B~.kin returned to Carss Park during Herif:ag~Week for_The Swt?-mp Dreaming.
She conducted visuors around the park and spoke of the indigenous arumals, birds and reptiles
and particularly the native flora of the area and the many uses the Aborigines had for it.
The Museum is open each Sunday afternoon from 1pm to 5pm staffed by volunteers.
Coralie Lewin runs several
programs for school children and walking tours of the park are conducted by Janette Hollebone
and Betty Goodger. The Museum opened on Australia Day as part of the Council's
Celebrations at Carss Park and received a steady stream of visitors all day.

It is also open by appointment for school groups and tours.

Our last publication, An Australian Sculptor, won the Society of Women Writers NSW
Inc. BIENNIAL BOOK A WARD 2005 in the category of non-fiction. The Society had no
new publications during 2005 but has started work on a book documenting the historic houses
of the district. Our previous publication, One Flag, One Hope, One Destiny, the biography of
Sir Joseph Carruthers has been placed, free of charge, in every school library in the district and
is available free to other school libraries on request.
During the year numerous historic enquiries were received. Most were researched and
answered by our Vice President, Betty Goodger.
On April 28, members of the Society went on a conducted tour of Allawah Hotel with a
commentary on its history and architecture given by Janette Hollebone.
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President's Report:
Our Patron "emeritus' and Co-founder, Ken Cavanough, turned 100 on December 2nd
and the Society assisted in a celebration held at Kogarah School of Arts.
The present Mayor of Kogarah, Nick Varvaris, has agreed to be our second Patron
replacing the previous Mayor.
I wish to thank all the volunteers who give up their time to help the Society, those who
staff the Museum, those who help with the catering both at Mondays at the Museum and at our
General Meetings. I make special mention of Trudy Johns who, in spite of serious health
problems this year, has continued to lead our team of caterers.

Thanks also must go to Elizabeth Emmerson who does the rosters and Mavis Ward who
despatches the Newsletter, writes reports on the speakers and works for us behind the scenes.
Coralie Lewin has a second volunteer job as Editor of our Newsletter and her husband, Albert,
carries out practical jobs in the Museum. I thank Janette Hollebone for being our Secretary,
Cath Sullivan for her work as Treasurer and David Shaw for being our voluntary Auditor.
We have a very good team of workers at the moment, but Imust stress to the membership
that more volunteers are always needed and we would appreciate people coming forward and
offering their help. Lastly, I thank ~l th~ memb.ersfor th~ir s.upportand attendance during the
year and look forward to Kogarah Historical SOCIety growmg m numbers and profile during the
coming years.
BEVERLEY EARNSHAW
President 9 - 3 - -2006

COMMITTEE
President
Vice President
Vice President
Secretary
Assistant Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Museum Custodian
Newsletter Editor
"Social Secretary
Research Convenor
Publications
House/Property
Committee
Auditor
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FOR 2006 - 2007
Beverley Earnshaw
Betty Goodger
Beryl Butters
Janette Hollebone
Mavis \Vard
Cath Sullivan
Beryl Butters
Coralie Lewin
Coralie Lewin
not filled
Betty Goodger
Beverley Earnshaw
Albert Lewin
Carol Teir - Trudy Johns - Judy Reynolds
David Shaw

***********
CAN YOU ANSWER THESE 'TEASERS'?
1. Who wrote 'No foe shall gather our harvest or sit on our stockyard rail'?
2. What is the longest river in Australia?
3. What year was Ned Kelly hanged and what were his last words?
Find the answers on the last page.
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Mondays at the Museum - ' 27 March

'Phillip Gidley King and the Proclamation Coins of 1800'
As she usually does, Coralie preceded our guest speaker by telling 'us about William Carss
and the history of Carss Cottage It is always informative to listen to these stories and it
would be especially so for first time visitors.
Our guest speaker was Michael Storey who is a coin collector and he brought a number of
coins from his collection to show us and tell us about their history.
Michael began his talk by passing around a small silver coin
and the Roman Empire, the same type of coin as the thirty
when he betrayed Christ and it was exciting to actually handle
coin because, in those days, people were buried with their
continuously opening tombs and retrieving the contents.

from the time of Julius Caesar
pieces of silver used by Judas
such a treasure. It is not a rare
money and archaeologists are

But Michael's special interest is in Australian coins used in the Colony since 1788 when the
First Fleet arrived with 736 convicts, 17 convict children and 277 officials, marines and free
settlers. A big mistake' made by the English Government was to send the fleet without
money, however Philip, being an astute man, brought Dutch ducats (gold coins) from the
Netherlands, although these turned out to be of no use in the Colony. The soldiers brought
some silver coins but not enough as they didn't realise that there would be a need here.
Convict labour was free, however a problem arose when free settlers wanted to conduct
business with one another, so they had to barter and this was usually done with rum which
became the most used currency.
This worked until about 1800 by which time Australian ships were going to the Far East for
products such as tea and American and Portuguese ships were bringing produce, thus foreign
currency was appearing. Governor King proclaimed that the ten most popular coins would
be given a value, a legal tender in the Colony. He made English coins double their value
when used in the Colony, ensuring that they would stay there, for example one penny was
worth two pennies and contained one ounce of copper. They also issued a tuppeny coin,
worth four pennies and contained two ounces of copper. These coins were weighed when
buying food, the copper weight being the basic value and, to facilitate this, small pocket
scales were carried. Also eight tuppences laid side by side equaled one foot, used when
measuring fabrics.
A number of foreign coins came into use and were given an official value according to the
rating of the copper, silver or gold content, all of which must have been very confusing,
Some of them were very large and heavy - we have to wonder just how they managed to carry
them around.
Michael highlighted his talk by showing us his extensive collection of coins and allowing
them to be handled and closely examined. This made his many stories much easier to follow
and understand.
Among many interesting facts we learned were that the first coin produced by the Mint in
Sydney was in 1855 and that the dollar sign ($) originated from an'S' shaped ribbon
engraved on an early coin. A question was asked about the present value old coins because of
the mineral content and this is done by weight which can vary according to the degree of
wear.
Relative to more modem times, we learned that a 1930 penny in uncirculated
condition, was recently sold for $620,000. Don't you wish you had one!
This was a very interesting and enlightening journey into an era of our Colonial history and
the flow-on we experience today.
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"'Ellroy"

MRS. YEO'S SCHOOL 1912 - 1937

Edroy was a private school which served the children of South Kogarah for 25 years, at a

time when there was no public school in the immediate vicinity. The story of Mrs Yeo is
the story of a courageous woman who fought to avoid prejudice, discrimination and
poverty and earned for herself a good name and the respect of those around her.
Edith Frances Elizabeth Yeo was born in Randwick in 1875, daughter of George
and Elizabeth Yeo. There was no Teachers' College in NSW in those days and teachers
often trained in an "apprenticeship" situation and were called "pupil teachers".
Edith Yeo never married. At Burwood in 1903 she gave birth to a son, Roy, who
was registered without naming a father. In the post Victorian era this placed the mother in
a terrible dilemma. She faced being a social outcast yet she had a child to support. There
was absolutely no welfare assistance for an unmarried mother and almost no job
opportunities. Child care was unheard of.
In 1911 homesites on the Westbourne Park Estate at South Kogarah were selling.
She represented herself as a widow, Mrs Yeo, and built a weatherboard cottage at No.13
Arthur Street in which she opened Edroy Private School. It was typical of one of the
"Dames Schools" common .in England and early Australia in the 19th Century. Dames
Schools were so called because they were run by women, usually elderly widows, who
taught the rudiments of the Three R's in their own homes.
At that time there was no public school to serve the children of South Kogarah and
no public transport. Children faced a long walk to Blakehurst, Kogarah, Hurstville or
Carlton (then called West Kogarah) schools. Mrs Yeo catered especially for the younger
children. They enrolled at the age of four and could not stay beyond age seven. Her fees
were one shilling a week.
The house was divided in half. Along the entire left hand side was a classroom
where children sat at long sloping desks and wrote on slates with slate pencils. Their day
began with the chanting of the times tables. Beginners developed their handwriting skills
by drawing "pot hooks" on their slates. Early pupils remember lessons in drawing and
colouring. Outside there were forms under a shade tree where the children did clapping
and counting games.
A number of Mrs Yeo's ex students were interviewed, the first having attended the
school in 1919. Several who attended in the late 1920s can remember Roy Yeo helping
his mother, however, Roy might have been at home then because of the depression.
Mrs Yeo kept order with a bamboo cane which she mostly just shook a( the
children, however, a girl who enrolled in 1932 can remember receiving a slap on the legs
with it.
There is only one letter' from Mrs Yeo in the Kogarah Archives, when in 1923 she
wrote asking Council to discontinue the pan service as she had had the sewer connected.
The absence of any other correspondence shows that she was never in arrears with her
rates, even in the depression.
Carlton South Public School was officially opened in 1924 but for some years its
Infants' Department was located in St.Cuthberts Church Hall on the comer of Park Road
and Henry Street (now Colvin Avenue). Local parents had begun lobbying for a public
school as early as 1918. One of the arguments used to support their petition was that
"The nearby private school with its 60 pupils was inadequate for the district's needs."
Was 60 children an over statement? The school photo of 1929 shows 35 children standing
with Mrs Yeo. In 1932 or 1933 the photograph shows only 15 children but this coincides
with the opening of the new Infants' building at Carlton South.
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So great was parental confidence in Mrs Yeo's teaching that families continued to
send their younger children to her even after the public school opened. It was said by all
ex students interviewed that when presented at Carlton South, Mrs Yeo's pupils were so
far ahead of their peer group that they skipped a class.
_
Mrs Yeo retired at the end of 1937, having earned herself' a formidable reputation
as a teacher of outstanding ability. Her son, Roy, died at Carlton in 1953 aged 50 and
Edith Frances Elizabeth Yeo died on January 20, 1958. Edroy Cottage has now been

demolished.
BEVERLEY EARNSHAW
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Mrs. Yeo.with her pupils c. 1932
Girls: Shirley Holbeach; Betty Taylor; Olwyn Phipps; Pearly Wollett; Elaine Hill
Boys: 2nd from left Clem Tregenza - 4th from left Teddy Lake
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PLEASE NOTE
If this Newsletter bears a coloured spot on page 1 it is a reminder that we
have not received your renewal fee for 2006-7 and this will be your last Newsetter.
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
invites you to join

Dr. Barbara Ballantyne
at the

CARSS COTTAGE MUSEUM
Carwar Avenue Carss Park on

Monday 26 June 2006 - 10.OOam
After morning Tea in the Museum Courtyard
we will be seated in the Museum to hear about ..
''MARY CARD .. Australian Crochet Lace Designer"
Mary Card became a crochet lace designer late in life, after deafness
forced her to sell her private school in Melbourne
early in the twentieth century.
She became a crochet lace designer for a li)'ely new women's magazine,
New Idea, based in Melbourne. Mary quickly became very popular and began a series of
books, giant charts and magazine articles which continued throughout the rest of her life.
Her designs included Australian plants and animals and perhaps the most famous of her
wartime pieces is a soldier surrounded by a border of wattle and with the text,
'ANZAC 1915' at the bottom.

BarlHlra Ballantyne is a retired scientist who researches and writes on the
history of crochet lace and other needlework. She has self published two extensively
illustrated books which give further information on Mary Card and her work.
Her book, 'Mary Card: Australian Crochet Lace Designer', received the
Cultural Heritage Award in the 2003 series of National Trust Awards.

A selection of Barbara's own extensive collection of
Crochet Lace will be discussed and displayed.
$5.00 per person - includes morning tea.
~

space is limited so it it essential to telephone and reserve a place.
Reservations: Mrs. C. Lewin - Museum Custodian
Tel: 9546 1580
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tne Fanny Letters
At our Annual General Meeting in March Beverley Earnshaw told us of the life
of Fanny Macleay as recorded in her letters .
At this meeting we heard a very interesting and entertaining talk given by Beverly Earnshaw
about The Fanny Letters. Fanny was the eldest daughter of Alexander Macleay who came to
Australia from England as Colonial Secretary in 1826 following his retrenchment as a
Government Bureaucrat working for the Transport Board and involved with the shipping of
convicts and military personnel. The letters were written by Fanny to her brother, William,
giving him a picture of the Macleay's experience of life in the Colony.
Alexander and Eliza Macleay had seventeen children, seven had died in England, two boys
were in boarding school and one son, Alex, was left behind when he was about to have a leg
amputated. The eldest son, William, could not get a post in NSW and was sent off to Cuba,
so that left the Mac1eays with their six daughters, Fanny, Susan, Margaret, Kennethina, Rosa
and Barbara. This became a big expense for Alexander and quite a problem when it came to
getting them all married.
The family lived in a house in Macquarie Place in Sydney and led a genteel but frugal life.
As they didn't have servants, Alexander made his daughters do the housework, about which
Fanny wrote, "We have scarcely any servants, consequently our house is dirty and we are
obliged to do more domestic work than is compatible with a neal lady-like appearance".
They also made their own clothes, by hand - no sewing machines in those days.
Alexander was determined to show off his daughters with a view to getting them all married
off and each evening, when a Regimental Band played in Macquarie Place, he insisted that the
girls 'sally forth and promenade' around the grassed triangle outside their house. Fanny's
comment was, "There we were joined by all the Gentlemen on Staff and one or two more
agreeable Beaux ". This obviously worked and, within a month, suitors began appearing but,
unfortunately, they didn't all measure up to Alexander'S standards, particularly financial.
There was no shortage of suitors showing interest in the Macleay daughters but Alexander's
two main requirements for a prospective husband were money and pedigree and this
considerably limited the field.
Some of Fanny's comments were "Susan is decidedly
against it. His character is despised and the gout renders him unlovable" - "Margaret and
Captain Innis who are much attached to each other would soon become one if they knew how
to manage about money" - .. Arthur Pooley Onslow is the son of a gay fox-hunting clergyman
and a cousin of some kind /0 Lord Onslow"
It took Alexander ten years to get four of his daughters married, with his assistance to obtain'
better and more profitable positions and, for one of them, help from the Governor and Mrs
Darling with whom the Mac1eays had become close friends.
Fanny, although not formally educated, was very intelligent. She was particularly interested
in botany and had a talent for painting Australian native flowers, fungi, fossils and the
platypus.
She sent her work to England but the male scientists appeared to hold 'mere
women' in low esteem and her work was not recognised, the credit going to men to support
their scientific papers.
Fanny had always been nursemaid to the other children and commented at one time, "J
certainly never underwent so much fatigue before. 1 have been alternately nurse, cook and.
housemaid and, to crown all, we had but two servants while we had all sick from Susan
downwards. Oh, 1 am sick, very, very sick of children! You have no idea what numberless
miseries 1 have been obliged to bear patiently." But, at the age of 43, she married Thomas
Cudbert Harrington, her father's Assistant Colonial Secretary. Unfortunately she died five
weeks later.
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It was a sad end for such a brilliant woman who was never able to reach her full potential.

The only record of her life is in The Fanny Letters which had been untranscribed in the
Mitchell Library for over one hundred years. The Library eventually employed Beverly to
transcribe them and this task took nine months because of the letter-writing style used in those
days to save paper.
Congratulations and thanks to Beverly on that difficult task and for presenting an interesting,
sometimes humorous story to us.
Reported by Mavis Ward
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BEAR COTTAGE
Janette Hollebone, our 'Member Speaker' chose Bear Cottage as her subject and explained
how the concept originated and grew to the marvellous facility it is today.
In 1988 the
opening of children's hospices in the United Kingdom and the need for palliative care, was
discussed by doctors at the Children's Hospital at Camperdown, but nothing was done about
it.
Action was first taken by Lance Smith who was a regular visitor to the hospital and
entertained the children with his 'trusty guitar'.
Janette got to know Lance Smith through a
friend and became involved with the project when Lance and another friend, Alan Turnbull,
began to plan a holiday to raise money. Altogether three tours were arranged with the help of
sponsors, including the NRMA who decided to stimulate interest by inviting Australian
celebrities to join the tours which they called Celebrity Safaris. There was a great response
to this and, if the stars could not make the whole tour, they performed at concerts held at
various places along the way. Sponsors contributed financially and donated in many other
ways like supplying jackets, caps, bags, posters etc.
There were three tours altogether and, although it cost something like $15,000 for each coach,
they were very successful financially and got the Bear Cottage project started. Janette took
part in all three tours and assured us that they were also successful from an entertairunent
point of view.
Bear Cottage is at Manly, was opened on 17 March 2001, cost ten million dollars and was
.unded completely by the community. It is the first children's hospice in the world attached
to a paediatric hospital so that they are able to provide high quality care in a home-like .
atmosphere. There are ten bedrooms decorated and furnished as a child's bedroom might be
at home and provision is made fqr families to stay, if required. As well as caring for the
patient, respite care is provided for both the patient and family, which can be very important.
Bear Cottage is manned by volunteers and the children's needs and comfort are paramount.
The cottage is available for inspection and donations are always welcome as they do not
receive any help from Government sources. There is no cost to the patients even though they
need to raise 1.5 million dollars each year to keep going.
This a marvellous establishment, deserving of help.
support.

It would be well worth a visit and

Reported by Mavis Ward

Answers: 1. Dame Mary Gilmore 2. The Darling, 1700miles 3. 1880- Such is life
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