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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, 
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm. 

The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting 

March 

Speakers 

8 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Mavis Ward, member of the Kogarah Historical 
Society Committee, will tell us of the 'origins' of 
many of the customs, expressions etc. that are still 
'in use today. I I April 12 Speaker: Bill Allen, Ferry Historian, will return to 
speak about the ferry wharves of the Lane Cove and 
Parramatta Rivers with another excellent power point 
presentation. 

/ Committee Meetings 

I,March 5 7.00pm 21900 Forest Road peakh~st 
April 9 7.00pm 1 Meriel Street Sans Sou . " , ' . 

m 
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Members are reminded that our 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
will be held on Thursday, 8 March 2007 at 2,OOpm. 
in Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah. 

At our Annual General Meeting the Office Bearers and Committee will be elected for the 
coming year. This is your opportunity to exercise your right to vote and so be a part of this 
procedure. 

The Meeting will include a short talk by Mavis Ward who will tell us of the 'origins' of many 
customs and expressions etc. still in use today. 
There will also be an opportunity to chat with fellow members over a cup of tea or coffee. 

Your attendance at this Meeting is valued and appreciated. 

* If this Newsletter bears a coloured spot on page 1 it is a reminder that 
we have not received your renewal fee for 2007. 

****************** 
NEW MEMBERS 

We are pleased to welcome to the Society 

JOAN & BRIAN HORAN and ELEANOR BRADLEY 

.............................. * ... 

Museum Roster 
March 

4 Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson 
11 Mavis Ward & Ken Grieve 

) 18 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 
- 25 Betty Goodger& Janette Hollebone 

April 
1 Gilda Tilia & Carole Tier 
8 Bob Williams & Mary Williams 

)5 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 
./22 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 
29 Help please !!! 

Mondays at the Museum 
A flyer with dates and details is included with this Newsletter. 

Don't forget to phone and book. 

My computer now has a Spell Check 

Eye halve a spelling chequer - it came with my pea sea 
It plainly marx four my revue Miss steaks eye can knot sea. 
Eye strike a quay and type a word and weight four it two say 
Weather eye am wrong oar write - it shows me strait a weigh. 
As soon as a mist ache is made it nose bee fore two long 

And eye can put the era rite - its rare lea ever wrong. 
Eye have run this poem threw - I am shore your pleased two no 
Its letter-perfect awl the weigh - my chequer tolled me sew. 

( Am I tempting fate here - or wot??? Ed 



/ THE PRINCE OF WALES HOTELá 

William Rust left the Sans Souci Hotel and built the first Prince of Wales Hotel in 1872 at 
Strippers Point. Forget any radical ideas of skinny dipping in those Victorian days! The name 
commemorated the hard working men who stripped the bark from trees. So William Rust 
renamed it Sandringharn, probably after his birthplace in Norfolk in England. 

The building was weatherboard in the style of a Swiss Chalet but was replaced by a two-storied 
sandstone hotel, licensed in 1880. It, too became a favourite resort for honeymooners. 

In 1884, a grand luncheon was held there to celebrate the opening of the IDawarra Railway. 
William Rust sold out in 1886, a year before the Sans Souci Tramway brought more patrons to 
the door. 

Adjoining the Hotel was Oairville Pleasure Grounds with a dance hall, skittle alley and picnic 
areas. An early phone book shows the Hotel was number 4. 

The Prince of Wales Hotel was eventually demolished but I have not established the date. 

The charming drawings were made by the late Gifford Eardley, also the map, and are 
reproduced here with the permission of the St. George Historical Society. 

BETTY GOODGER 

REFERENCES: 
Eardley, Gifford Our Heritage in Stone. St George Historical Soc. 1970 pp18, 20 and cover. 
Eardley, Gifford The Kogarah to Sans Souci Tramway. St. George Historical Soc. 19?? 

pp. 15, 17 and map. 
Earnshaw, Beverley The Land, Between Two Rivers Kogarah Historical Soc. 2001 pp 9, 15. 
Geeves, Philip and Jervis, James Rockdale - its beginning and development. Rockdale 

Council 1986. 
Hatton, Joan Hotels in Kogarah Municipality - in KHS Newsletter Sept.- Oct. 1996 p5. 
Phillips, Valerie Botany Bay Sketchbook. 
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MAP OF THE SANS SOUCI TRAMWAY 
(by Gifford Eardley) 

showing the 
SANS SOUCI HOTEL and the PRINCE OF WALES HOTEL 
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To SArtS SOUCI 

MUSIC - MUSIC - MUSIC- at the Museum in 2007. 
Enjoy the music of our local Bands on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

between 2pm and 4pm. 

The February performance was most enjoyable - great selection of tunes, not too loud and the 
sound of music in these beautiful surroundings was wonderful. 

Bring a picnic basket and enjoy the show. The Museum is open as usual 1 pm to 5pm. 

Next performance is 18th March by the St. George Concert Band 

This is also the Museum 

OPEN DAY 
Celebrating Heritage Week 

A talk on the history of Carss Cottage and the Carss family will be given 
at 3.00pm on this day. .. 



A recent enquirer asked for information about two hotels, 
the Sans Souci Hotel and the Prince of Wales Hotel. 

Neither exist any longer and the enquirer thought they might be the same premises. 

They were two separate hotels and several of our local historians have written about them. 
I thought a short summary of their findings would be of interest. 

THE SANS SOUCIHOTEL 

The Sans Souci Hotel stood on Rocky Point, Sans Souci. It was a two-storied stone structure, 
built from stone quarried on the grounds and known as Rocky Point House. 

Catherine Rutter had been granted l00.acres by Governor Darling when she married Robert 
Cooper lnr. in 1830. She named it Charlotte Point after her mother. but it soon reverted to 
Rocky Point. 

Her husband was the son of Robert Cooper, who owned a distillery at Blackwattle Bay for 
making gin. The farm at Rocky Point was intended to grow corn to supply the distillery. After 
Robert's death, in 1848, Catherine married Thomas Chapman so the property stayed in the 
family. 

The house was leased and was converted to the Sans Souci Hotel. In 1866 William Rust was 
the proprietor. 

The Hotel became famous for fishing holidays and with honeymooners, seeking peace and 
seclusion. With the coming of the Sans Souci Tramway in September 1887, patronage 
increased and extra boatsheds and a racecourse were built 

John Frater was the last to hold the licence from 1885 to 1910. In 1911 the hotel closed. It 
was demolished in 1921 and is buried under the approaches to the Captain Cook Bridge. 



KOGARAH mSTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

Balance at Bank 01 - 02 - 2006 
Add Income to 31 - 01 - 2007 

12,442.94 
7,714.10 

Total 20,157.04 

Less Expenditure to 31 - 01 - 2007 
Less transfer to St. George Bank IBD 

8,743.87 
5,000.00 

Total 6,413.17 

Balance at Bank as per Statement 01 - 02 - 2007 $ 6,413.17 

FIXED DEPOSIT St. George Bank 
Transfer to St. George Bank IBD 

60,000.00 
5,000.00 

I have audited the Records of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. and in my opinion 
the Records are well kept and the Financial Statement drawn up for the period 
01 - 02 - 2006 to 31 - 01 - 2007 reflects fairly the position of the organisation. 

1-3)l)i;'j 
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KOGARAH mSTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
for the period 01- 02 - 2006 to 31- 1- 2007 

Expenditure 

Australia Post (post box) 
Energy Australia 
Telstra 
GIO Workers Comp Insurance 
Kogarah Council Building Insurance & Water Rates 
RAHS Public Liability 
Affiliation Fees RAHS Membership 

Dept Fair Trading 
Purchase of Books & Plant 
Museum Cleaning 
Museum Expenses 
Gifts - Donations - Catering 
Petty Cash 
Newsletter incl. Postage 
Publication & Administration Expenses 
($5,000.00 transferred to St. George Bank IBD) 

95.00 
212.25 
447.99 
175.00 

~ 
102.00 
42.00 
118.00 
405.~ 
675... 
253.13 
1026.3~ 
947.69 
771.00 

Total Expenditure $ 8743.87 

Income 

Annual SUbscriptions 
Museum Admission 
Donations & Grants 
Raffles & Sales (spoons,etc.) 
Sale of Publications, Books, Plant 
Group Visits & Mondays at the Museum 
Bank Interest CBA 

St George Bank 
Sales: An Australian Sculptor (To~ books~) 

~ 
Total Income 

SIGNED: 

534.00 
509.1:0- 
1052.00- 
218.00 
458.00 
l004.60~ 
141.05 

2974.52 '7 a A /) ;J .. 
822.81 \ 17 0!~ 

$ 7714.10 

1"$)1. )i~! 
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/ From our Member's Meeting of 14 September 2006 
One of our particularly interesting speakers during last year was Simon Annabel, 
Simon has had a varied career, beginning as an aircraft engineer and now working for 
the NSW Maritime Authority. He is in charge of the Georges Riverkeeper Programme 
with the aim of rehabilitating the river to try to turn it around from its state of decline to 
what it used to be when it was safe to swim in, catch tadpoles, sale boats and enjoy all 
the activities which no doubt bring back lots of fond memories. 

Simon traced the course of the river with pictures, describing his duties as he went. 
The river is 96 km long, beginning in a large swamp area which makes it unique as the 
swamp acts as a large sponge absorbing water flowing over the highway around 
Stanwell Tops and slowly releasing it, helping the river to keep flowing, even in serious 
drought conditions. 

As it passes through the Campbelltown area it gathers storm water drainage from large 
concrete pipes, along with associated rubbish, This has virtually destroyed the rest of 
the river, the result of misguided actions on the part of the local Council. ..' . 
Further along, the topography flattens, the salt water system begins and the river takes 
on a meandering form. The alluvial nature of this area leads to changes in the banks 
where areas are scoured out and deposited somewhere around the next bend. This 
results in some blocks of river-front land being denuded and others increased. Simon 
then has the task of dealing with the landowners. 

The Maritime Authority wants to save the salt marsh wetlands around the Picnic Point 
area (half way down the river) but it is being turned into sporting fields and other 
activities, thus depriving the river of the food chain necessary to maintain river wildlife. 
Droppings from birds in trees feed crabs whose eggs are eaten by small fish, in tum 
eaten by large fish, birds eat the larger fish and so the cycle goes on. For the wildlife 
to survive, the food chain must continue, as must mangroves and other food supplies. 
For the same reasons Kogarah Bay is no longer the fishing spot it once was and the 
now non-existent, but once extensive, oyster industry was also a victim of river 
pollution. 

One of his tasks is to co-ordinate agencies responsible for various activities involving 
the river and Simon elected to take responsibility so that requests and complaints could 
be dealt with from a central point, as well as to set up an on-going survival plan. He is 
also required to be a "river policeman", supervising boating activities, wearing life 
jackets and general behavior on the water. 

Simon showed us pictures of the tons of rubbish, including many cars, bottles, cans 
and all kinds of unfiltered pollution, he has taken from the river. He organizes groups 
from jails to assist on a regular basis, even women prisoners who plant and cuitivate 
grasses and native plants and all this works well. When Captain Cook arrived there 
was a healthy sea grass nursery at Botany Bay but a lot of this has been lost due to the 
dredging for the Airport runways Volunteer groups also assist in clearing rubbish, 
including that which collects amongst the mangroves. Mangroves are necessary to 
revitalize the wild life corridors. The pictures, clearly highlighted the problems as seen 
from the river, a view most of us don't get to see. 

Simon reminded us that we all have a' responsibility to care for the environment and 
suggested that we should be aware of what we allow to end up in storm water drains, 
on our own property, also in streets and parks. He particularly mentioned chemicals 
and washing paint brushes . 

. Simon's enthusiasm is infectious; he loves his job, his 'out on a boat' freedom and the 
satisfaction of succeeding in restoring the beautiful Georges River to its former glory. 

Mavis Ward 



MONDAYS at the MUSEUM - 27 November 2006 
At the last "Mondays at the Museum" for 2006 our Member, Heather Joynes, 
showed us many examples of embroidery and fabrics as they were used in past 
times. Heather is a teacher, author and collector, also a long time member of the 
Embroiderer's Guild NSW. One of her favourite subjects is exotic fabrics and she 
had some items, generously lent by the Guild, as well as some from her own 
collection. Coralie also brought out some pieces from the Museum so that Heather 
could explain their origin. 

Heather gave the meaning of the word "exotic" as "unusual" and she had examples 
from many parts of the world, displaying a variety of fabrics and embroidery, 
explaining the origin of each one. 

Among them was a particularly intriguing piece of embroidery, made from small but 
heavy fish scales which would have been soaked in cold water, then trimmed by 
hand into the shape required. (Imagine trimming all those scales!) This piece was 
probably used as a notebook cover and, along with a needle case similarly 
embroidered, is dated about 1830. 

There was a very colourful mirror-embroidered wedding purse from India and, from 
East Timor, a bag used for carrying beetle nuts which are chewed all the time, in 
spite of them making teeth bright red. 

One of the more unusual pieces was an example of hair embroidery (human hair), 
very fine work mostly used in jewellery. Also a Mola, a garment worn by women in 
islands off Central America, made from layers of coloured fabric, cut away, stitched 
and embroidered. This is known as reverse applique. . 

From the Museum collection there was a painted velvet cushion depicting the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge, also a hand embroidered cape from about 1890 and an unusual 
example of beading on net, dated about 1880 and another beaded top in unusual 
colours, probably never been worn. 

A spectacular item belonging to the Guild, was a full length Chinese theatre costume 
dating back to the early twentieth century, Every inch of the garment is covered with 
embroidery all hand done, a really magnificent thing. 

There were tascinattnq articles from Tibet, including a tiny, strange shaped, ancient 
style, needle holder. One of Heather's favourite things is a 'chalk line' which is a little 
animal filled with chalk, When a screw is pulled, chalk appears on a string to make a 
line on material. These are always very fanciful but now very rare. Also from Tibet 
was a lighting steel, a pouch holding a flint and a bit of tinder for striking a light or 
lighting a fire. Intriguing pieces, all s:iesigned to be carried on a belt. 

From far west China there were interesting examples of three dimension animals and 
a fold-up man's hat. Although not all professionally made, they were beautifully done. 

There were many more pieces but, unfortunately, it is difficult to adequately describe 
them -- they really have to be seen to be appreciated. The beauty, intricacy and 
workmanship cannot be put into words, but the 'oohs' and 'ahs' from the audience 
indicated the interest they generated. 

Heather has an extensive knowledge of these beautiful things, with an easy going, 
entertaining manner and a touch of humour, in her presentations. As always, her 
talk left us wanting more and we look forward to next time. 

Mavis Ward 



From our Member's Meeting 8 February 2007 
Our first speaker for 2007 was Ken Hell, historian, tour leader and author of 
many historical articles for the newsletter of the City of Sydney Historical 
Association. His subject was Church Bells and St Philips Church in York 
Street, Sydney. 

Relating to the establishment of churches and church bells in Sydney, Ken 
suggested that there are two questions to be answered. The first "If Governor 
Philip allocated an area for a church on a map, drawn up in 1788, why did it 
take 22 years before a church was ready to be consecrated by Governor 
Macquarie?". The second "If Governor John Hunter launched a set of tower 
bells into the colony in 1795, why was there no suitable tower to hang them in 
until they were first heard in May 1807?" 

) 
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To follow up on these questions Ken Hall took us through the early history of 
the colony beginning with the decision to establish a colony in New South 
Wales to relieve the pressure on the overcrowded jails in various parts of the 
Kingdom, Captain Arthur Philip was commissioned to establish this 
settlement in 1786 

The delays appear to have been caused by indifference on the part of various 
Governors, Rev Richard Johnson was appointed to the Colony during the 
time of Governor Philip and, although he conducted services wherever he 
could, he was not popular. He expected to be given the respect and be 
treated in the same manner as a clergyman in England and continually ) 
complained about his treatment. To encourage attendance at church I 
services, Philip issued an order to attend, with a penalty for those who were 
absent without a good reason, but the order was never enforced. 

Eventually Governor Hunter, who was a religious man, decided that a church 
was an absolute necessity and ordered convicts and overseers to cut 
sandstone each Sunday until there was enough to build a church. 
Unfortunately, storms later destroyed many buildings in the Colony. 

When Governor Bligh arrived, he set about building a new St Philips Church 
on Church Hill. He also located the bells originally brought out by Governor 
Hunter and they first rang out on 29 May 1807, much to the delight of the 
townspeople, The bells were traditionally used for calling the faithful to 
worship, for weddings, at the time of a death or on some special occasions. 

Governor Macquarie finally finished the inside of the church and it was 
consecrated by Rev Samuel Marsden in 1810. The building stood for fifty 
years until the present church was completed. 

J 
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The existing church is the third St Philips erected on the site and was 
consecrated on 27 March 1856, 

Ken's talk demonstrated his obvious love of the early history of the Colony and 
his willingness to share his knowledge. 

Mavis Ward 


