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Dr. Ian Hoskins, historian, Stanton Library, North Sydney f( e ~ 
Council will speak on that famous Sydney icon, Luna Park, L-f ~ 
accompanied by a stunning power point presentationU _. (~h 
Committee Meetings ´- VV' J 

9 7.00pmá 36 Louisa Street Oatley 
6 7.00pm 3/2 Nelson Street Penshurst 
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MEMBERSIllP: $8.00 per annum (single) $12.00 per annum (couple) 

**************************** 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 

General Monthly Meetings are held in the. Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, 
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm. ( 

The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting 

Speakers 

July 12 Dr. Lesley Muir, OAM, historian, author and former 
librarian, University of Sydney will speak on the life & 
work of Horbury Hunt, Canadian 'born radical architect 
who designed many well known Australian buildings. 
Her power point presentation is not to be missed. 

. August 9 

_~July . 
7 August 
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NEW MEMBERS 
We are pleased to welcome to the Society 

DOROTHY JONES AND ADELE RYAN 

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 
Museum Roster 

July 
1 Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson 
8 Mavis Ward & Ken Grieve 
15 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 
22 Betty Goodger& Janette Hollebone 
29 Cath & Leo Sullivan 

August 
5 Gilda Tilia & Carole Tier 
12 Bob Williams & Mary Williams 
19 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 
26 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

MUSIC - MUSIC - MUSIC- at the Museum in 2007. 
Enjoy the music of our local Bands on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

between 2pm and 4pm. . 
Great selection of tunes, not too loud and the sound of music in these 

beautiful surroundings is wonderful. 
Next performance July15 

Bring a picnic basket and enjoy the show. The Museum is open as usual 1 pm to 5pm. 

******************** 
/BOOK REVIEW 

HISTORY OF ST. GEORGE: written for St. George League's Club 
By Douglas Golding, B.A. 

This is one of the treasures recently found by Janette Hollebone and Betty Goodger, as they 
sort through the collection ofKHS. It is not in the form of a booklet nor in the various 
issues of the magazine it was written for, the issues from April 1965 to July 1966. It is galley 
proofs - the long sheets a printer gave to his proofreader before it was assembled into 
pages. 

It is complete with illustrations and maps, comprising 13 chapters entitled Meadows or 
marshes, The Great Estates, Villa and Village, The Iron Horse, Local Government, The 
Gracious Years, The Pace Quickens and What's in a Name", Sutherland Shire, Our Greatest 
Sports Parts 1. IT and III, Preaching and Teaching and Today and Tomorrow. 

The -GaRey proofs had a note with them indicating that they came from the estate if the late 
W; Justice. 

A check in the Mitchell Library seems to show that the history was never produced as a 
separate publication so we are lucky to have this imprint. 

Since it provides an interesting and easy to read overall history, it has been treated as a book 
and placed with KHS's library in the Gwen Coxhead Room. ' 

B.GOODGER 
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1948 - 1952 by John Alfred Cooper 

Late October three friends and I started work as lolly boys in the milk bar next to the 
"Deluxe Theatre" Carlton; this was my first experience working in a theatre. 

One evening I went to the pictures and the theatre manager, Mr G Colbert, asked me 
if I was working that night and I said no that I had just come to see the film. Mr 
Colbert said, "Come with me, you can see the film anytime". To my surprise he took 
me into the projection box where he introduced me to the projectionist, Mr Sid Tolley. 
Mr Tolley said, "Sit on the stool and don't touch anything, I will be with you when I 
start the show". 

This was my introduction to the projection box. Sid and I worked together until his 
retirement and Greater Union took over and renamed the Theatre 'Odeon'. 

A new projectionist, Mr Sid Mayo, took over and he and I had a very good time 
working together. Sid Tolley and Sid Mayo taught me quite a lot between them for 
which I am forever gratefuL 

In 1952 I was transferred to Rockdale Odeon and worked there until 1954. 

Other information given to Janette Hollebone through correspondence and over the 
phone by John Cooper is very interesting. Most projection rooms are at the back of 
the theatre but at this theatre it was downstairs. The curtain ropes passed under the 
floor and had been operated by the projectionist before it was electrically operated, 
but the ropes and pulleys were still in place when John worked there. 

When the theatre opened in 1926 it seated 991 patrons and screened nightly from 
6.15pm. Greater Union closed it in 1958 and resumed screening on 28 July 1961, but 
only operated for 16 months. It finally closed on 22 November 1962. 

The equipment used in the projection room was as follows: two C&W Rear Shutters, 
Model EH~ two H&B 10" Arc Houses; two RCA Photophone Sound Heads; two Pre 
Amps also RCA; Main Amp Racophone. . 

Dorothy & John in their mid-20s John Cooper aged 48 



I.HE F1GUT ON GEORGES RIVER GROUND 
BY B. GOODGER 

Myoid friend, May Rixon, whom older members of BHS will remember as a tireless worker 
for the Society, delighted in borrowing books from the Bankstown library that contained 
poems and stories about Australia. She was always alert to any reference about Bankstown, so 
when she read a ballad about a fight on Georges River Ground, she wanted to know where the 
fight took place. Could it have been in Bankstown? 

Since I was at that time a reference librarian, and her faith in my ability to find answers was 
boundless, I was put to work. 

I found that the ballad had appeared in several versions. It had been published as a broadsheet, 
sold for threepence each, and sung to the tune of 'The Wearing of the Green". 

One early version, collected by Russell Ward in his 'Three Street Ballads", reads; 

Oh! Paddy dear, and did you hear, 
The news that's going round, 
How Sandy Ross has lost his fight 
On the Georges River Ground. 

"Begorrah!" Larry Foley said, 
As he saw his man close by, 
"I'm here to fight for Ireland's sake, 
And for her sake I'll die. 

"Here's at you, then, here's at you" 
Bold Sandy Ross did say, 
"I'm here to fight for old King Billy, 
Upon this glorious day". 

His orange scarf around his waist, 
Was plenty to be seen, 
As Foley stepped into the ring, 
A-wearing of the green. 

For three long hours they fought, 
Till Ross's seconds came between, 
And skied the towel reluctantly, 
In favour of the green. 

The devil hears with keen regret, 
The news that's going round, 
Poor-Sandy Ross has lost the fight 
On the Georges River Ground. 

The reference to King Billy lead one editor to believe the fight happened in King William lV's 
reign,I830-1837, before the young Queen Victoria came to the throne. But the fight, a bare 
knuckle bout, took place on 28th March, 1871, between Larry Foley, an up-and-coming prize 
fighter from The Rocks district of Sydney and Sandy Ross, the local Orangeman's favourite. 
The bout lasted for two hours and forty minutes and in its seventy first round, was brought to an 
abrupt end by a police raid. Because neither man had been knocked out, it was considered to be 
a draw. 



These bare-knuckle fights were strictly illegal, but, strangely enough, the spectators always knew 
the venue, and the police never arrived before the event had gone for many rounds. 

But where did the fight take place? "Near Sydney", stated any books I consulted, including a 
biography of Larry Foley - a most interesting man. 

Time moved on and so did I - and I joined the Kogarah Historical Society. One day I 
happened to mention the Larry Foley fight to Dr. Joan Hatton of the KHS. She at once referred 
me to her book, The English Family of Kogarah, where there was a whole chapter entitled 
"Larry Foley and the Green Sash". 

The English family home, "The Homestead" at Kogarah, was freely open to all - loyal friends 
and visitors alike passing through the Kogarah district. A large bell on the wicket gate 
signalled the entry of visitors to be welcomed by the family. It is only to be expected then in 
1871, on the night following the Larry Foley - Sandy Ross fight, that the home of Edmond 
English, 'The Irish Patriarch of Kogarah", would be the scene of a glorious celebration by 
the supporters of the green sash. One of the English great-grand daughters has spoken about 
the faded green ribbon sash which had a place of pride on the wall of the drawing room at 
"The Homestead", and it was even rumoured that one of the participants was the guest of 
honour at the celebration. 

There had been a great amount of enmity between the Rocks Push led by Sandy Ross and 
Larry Foley's Push and when two of Foley's men were unfairly beaten up by a member of the 
Rocks Push, the antagonism and tauntings were so strong, it became necessary for the two 
leaders to fight it out. So a fight was arranged at the secret location at Frog Hollow, Como, 
across the other side of Georges River from the Wollongong Road Punt. 

In preparation for it, Foley had been tutored by Black Perry (originally a convict, then a boxer 
who turned professional), to learn prize ring tricks. 

The fight took place on Saturday afternoon, 18th March 1871. The crowd of onlookers 
included some of the foremost wealthy sportsmen, all members of "The Fancy", and Captain 
McDonald was the referee. It was always part of the scheme of things that on such occasions 
no boats were left on the northern shore of the river. 

Foley was not a big man, 5 feet 9 inches tall, 10 stone 2 lbs in weight, but with broad 
shoulders and muscle in the right balance. Ross had height, weight and reach over Foley, and 
so was a formidable opponent. However Ross conceded victory to Foley a few days 
afterwards and so Larry Foley found himself at twenty-one years, the unwilling leader of The 
Rocks Push. .... 

Ironically, this champion of The Green died in St. Vincent's Hospital from a heart seizure, in 
1917, on Orangeman's Day, 12 July! 

Dr. Hatton records: 
His funeral was held at Waverley Cemetery and the mourners included Ald. John English, 
Peter Moore of Moorefield and Joe Wallis, well known Australian boxing referee. 

So, May, the answer to your question is, that the fight on Georges River Ground did not take 
place in Bankstown, but in Como, on the other side of Georges River. 

REFERENCES: 
HATTON, Joan The English Family of Kogarah, 1854-1912. 1976 
lAWSON, Will Australian Bush Songs 1944- 
ROBERTS, Kenneth Captain of the Push 1963 
WANNAN, Bill Australian Folklore 

The Wearing of the Green (Mitchell Library A820.8111Al 
WARD, Russell Three Street Ballads 1957 



At Mondays at the Museum on 26 March 2007 
The speaker on this occasion, Wendy Cornish, is widely traveled and has had 
some very adventurous experiences, including taking part in the Iditarod in Alaska 
and walking the Milford Track in New Zealand. She is also a retired school 
teacher and, with the subject of James Cook, First of the Working Class 
Heroes, she introduced us to her method of teaching to capture the interest of her 
pupils. While telling the story of Captain Cook, Wendy encouraged the children to 
participate in the story, beginning with naming their classroom "Endeavour" after 
explaining the actual meaning of the word. The whole idea was based on the 
principle of 'try' (endeavour)- "If you can't do it, don't wony, just try". 

Wendy's story of Captain Cook related to his life and personal achievements, 
rather than stressing his accomplishments as an explorer and, as a result, revealed 
a number of not so well-known facts. The children were taught to relate Cook's 
characteristics and successes to their own studies, thus giving them a role model 
and making their lessons more meaningful and enjoyable. And this system 
appears to have been very successful. 

The class was given the names of Cook's crew and each child was able to assume 
the role of one member. They were then taught something about each one and 
shown how to find more information, including suburbs named after those men. 
The children learned about life on board Cook's ships and were delighted to find 
that all the crew was very clean - they had to wash every week whether they were 
dirty or not. 

Cook was very much aware of the health of his crew and the advantage of fresh 
air, even though not much got below decks where the crew slept. He insisted on a 
healthy diet of rolled oats and sauerkraut, not very appetising but good for them. In 
fact, it was a flogging offence if they didn't eat it. The cheese on board was so 
hard they couldn't eat it but it made good buttons. Imagine what the children _ 
thought of that! 

In James' day the place of one's birth governed the type of life which would follow. 
James understood this but his last journal entry indicated that maybe he longed for 
the day when inequality of conditions would not exist. He obviously appreciated 
the simple life, without the need for worldly goods, as he found in New Holland. 
He was a compassionate man and understood the happiness in the life style of the 
native people. 

James began life in poor circumstances with Quaker influence and there is a story 
told indicating that a lady in the village recognized his potential and paid one penny 
per week for him to go to school where he learned mathematics. In London there 
is a statue bearing the inscription "James Cook, Mathematician". This knowledge 
proved invaluable to him in his seafaring career. The effect on Wendy's pupils 
was evident when one of them wrote "/ am writing a story about Captain Cook. He 
is the best sailor of all of them and now I like metns". 
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Cook began as an ordinary seaman on coal ships. In those days ordinary seamen 
were forbidden to work out the actual location of the ship when they were at sea, 
probably to discourage mutiny. Probably most seamen were not sufficiently 
educated to do it anyway. But James' particular ability provided him with the 
opportunity to work his way up to being eligible to take command. He eventually 
realised that he would most t'ikely be forced to join the Royal Navy. If recruits were 
not readily available, men were shanghaied and found themselves on Navy ships 
whether they liked it or not. So he joined officially, knowing that would give' him a 
better chance for promotion but he had to begin at the bottom and work his way 
through the ranks. He did this and became a successful captain. 

His Navy career kept him away from home for long periods and, although he had 
two sons, he unfortunately didn't see very much of his family. When he was finally 
killed his wife wasn't advised for some months because of the communication 
difficulties. His death was the result of a mistake when he visited the Hawaiian 
Islands. The people there regarded him s a god - he was tall arid looked very 
different from themselves which made the elders jealous and they were pleased 
when the ship left. However, the ship ran into difficulties and, against the advice 
of the crew, he turned back to make repairs. It was then that the jealous elders 
urged the natives to attack. 

Wendy must have been a dedicated teacher with interesting methods of imparting 
information to her pupils. She brought with her what she described as her "most 
prized possession". It was a framed seven year old child's story, in words and 
drawings, of his version of James Cook. Wendy was very entertaining and it was 
a pleasure to listen to her. 

Mavis Ward 

N.B. Our next Mondays at the Museum is on 23 July - 10 am. 

Patricia Skehan is our speaker and Lord Elgin's Marbles the subject. 
Patricia is an experienced speaker and will tell us why the decision by Lord Elgin to bring 
Greece to Scotland by building a mansion in the classical style set in motion a chain of events 
beginning at the Acropolis and ending in the basement of the British Museum. 

Bookings essential - 
($5.00 - includes our usual delicious Morning Tea) . . 

OUR BUS TOUR FOR 23 AUGUST 

Leaves at 930am from the Senior Citizens Club building at Oatley 
(parking available and Club is near the station) 

$15.00 per head ,- lunch at own expense. 
The Tour includes the Eastern Suburbs and a tour of Waverley Cemetery to view the restored 
graves of Mary and James Cans, their sister, Annie, the Stuart Vault and the graves of 

John English and Larry Foley. f CII 7 
For information and bookings contact Janette Hollebone on 95297117 



At our meeting on 12 April 2007 
" 

Bill Allen, Ferry Historian, followed his previous talk on Sydney Ferries with a 
Power Point presentation on "The Ferry Wharves of the Lane Cove and 
Parramatta Rivers". Bill has a very extensive knowledge of ferries and 
activities on Sydney waterways and had actually taken most of the pictures 
himself. 

We were taken on a pictorial trip along both the rivers, beginning at Erskine 
Street Wharf in Sydney, which is a busy wharf currently in use. The purpose of 
our trip, however, was to see how people traveled on the rivers in days gone by. 
There were many different types of wharves, some of them were little more than 
jetties with no protection for people boarding or alighting from the ferries. 
Others had small shed-like buildings offering some comfort for passengers and, 
in a few cases, there was the 'luxury' of a fairly large shelter and no doubt these 
would have been much appreciated. Imagine' having to wait for a ferry with no 
protection from the elements. 

Despite of the conditions, in early days ferry travel was a popular means of 
getting to and from Sydney, although, from Parramatta, it took about two hours, 
a slow trip compared with today's time. I wonder whether ferries ran on time 
in those days! 

Wharves on both rivers were much the same, mostly pretty basic, with a couple 
of exceptions, one being near Dame Edith Walker Hospital, on which was a 
very substantial structure and this is still used. There was also an interesting 
wharf close to a large building containing a tearoom and a dance hall which was 
a very popular place for outings and entertainment at week-ends. Sounds like 
a pleasant way to spend an afternoon. 

Another of Bill's pictures showed passengers alighting from a ferry at Cabarita 
and heading for a picnic ground. The picnic attire brought a smile - ankle 
length dresses and large hats for the ladies and suits, collars, ties and hats, 
even bowler hats, for the genUemen and all armed with real picnic baskets. 
Very different from modern picnics but I'm sure that they would have had as 
much fun, possibly even more. 

To add interest to the story, Bill had added a few photographs of old ferries 
calling at some of the wharves. He had even managed to arrange for a couple 
of current ferries, including a Manly ferry, to be maneuvered alongside an old 
wharf to highlight the progress made to river travel. 

The introduction of fast, up-to-date ferries necessitated the building of modern 
wharves and now ferry travel is an efficient, comfortable means of transport, 
popular with tourists and local 'week-enders' and especially with daily 
commuters. And I think that it woul~ be a pretty good way to travel to work. 

Bill has spent many years studying, photographing and collecting data on the 
history of Sydney ferries and everything associated with them. It is obviously 
his love and it shows in his enthusiasm and willingness to talk about it. 

Mavis Ward 



ONWARD AND UPWARD 

hOTES ON CARL TON SOUTH PUBLIC SCHOOL 
by B. Goodger 

Among the Society's collection of pamphlets I came across one entitled: 
Onward and Upward 1922-1988 - 

Selections from the story of Carlton South Public School, 

It was published in 1988 and from the manuscript notes inside the front cover, I concluded that 
a group of ex-pupils had decided to hold a reunion to celebrate the Bicentennial Year in 1988. 
A committee was formed and they produced the booklet, typing and duplicating it themselves. 

The booklet opens with a history of the school and concludes with a chronology from 1923 to 
1988 and a list of the principals. About half the contents are reminiscences of former pupils, 
and what an interesting account they give of those past, often bare-foot, days. To me, however, 
the extracts from archives, such as reports by school inspectors' and pages from old readers and 
the School Magazine, were of most interest 

Land was purchased for the school in 1919 and 1920 but tenders were not called for building 
until 1923 and the school opened on 28 March 1924. 

But it had happened that St. Cuthbert's Church of England Hall had just been built in 1921. 
The Hall was rented and the Carlton South Infant's School was conducted there from 29 
August 1922. As the enrolment grew, the Hall continued to be used until 1927. 

The first Headmaster, Mr. Hetherington, held a competition among his pupils to compose a 
motto. A girl proposed Ever Onward; a boy suggested Ever Upward. So the motto became 
Onward and Upward and the prize of ten shillings was divided in two! That motto was used 
until 1954 when a new Headmaster, Mr. Buchanan, changed it to Endeavour, with a picture of 
Captain Cook's ship. 

Mention of Mr. Buchanan brought out yet another fascinating snippet of information. I found 
the first of the reminiscences of his schooldays was by Vincent Smith, whose name I 
immediately recognised as a former and very active member of our Society. He tells us: 

One teacher who comes to mind was Mr. Gordon Buchanan who displayed talent for the 
stage. It was due to his natural ability and direction that the school was responsible for 
packing the Carlton Theatre to the doors when, on two occasions, they presented "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream" ..... Not surprisingly, Mr. Buchanan later resigned from the 
Education Department to become a professional actor under the name "John Alden". 

I can remember nights of enjoyment at the theatre watching John Alden's Company. I'm sure 
he introduced me to many of Shakespeare's plays. But I had no idea of a link with Kogarah. 

There is one omission in the history of the school. Not one of the former pupils or staff 
mentioned what had been on the site previously. Carlton South Public School stands on 
Jubilee Avenue facing Jubilee Oval, once English's Paddock, gazetted as Kogarah's first park 
on 1 July 1896. 

The school is roughly in the centre of the B? acres of bushland purchased by Edmond English 
in 1854-. He built a stone farmhouse, called "The Homestead" using stone obtained locally 
from Blake's Quarry and timber from the estate. 

Joan Hatton described "The Homestead" in her book, The English Family of Kogarah, thus: 
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2. Onward and Upward cont: 

It was a picturesque old stone house in the traditional English farmhouse style of architecture. 

In front was an open verandah, with vines growing around the posts. Entrance was to a 
vestibule on the right hand side, where there was a chimney and fireplace. From this room, 
stairs led up to the attic, where there was two bedrooms, with dormer windows. To the left of 
the vestibule, on the front were two bedrooms, one with a fireplace and chimney. 

Behind these three rooms was a large room with a small room at the end where Patrick J 
English kept his collection of books. This was probably the extent of the house originally, and 
added to the back were pantry, kitchen, bathroom and verandah. These made the building 'L' 1 
shaped. In the kitchen was a brick oven with hot water available all the time. 

The furniture was made of cedar with four poster beds and tapestry canopies, mirrored 
dressing tables of cedar and large chests of drawers and wardrobes also of cedar. 

Separate from the main part of the house were the men's quarters .... 
The house area was fenced off from the stock paddocks to which there were entrances by two 
turnstiles. Before Kogarab Park was gazetted there was a private road from Kogarah Road 
(today's Prince's Highway) and the gate from this was a wicket type with the name "The Old 
Homestead" on it, with a string and bell so that visitors announced themselves. From this 
gate, paths led to the front and back verandahs. 

A tennis court was built near Kogarah Road, first in grass, then a hardcourt. 

There were pine trees along the border of the park, and there were flower gardens and lawn, 
with Moreton Bay fig and peppermint trees around "The Homestead". 

It will make the school look a little different when you next drive past, won't it? 

J 
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REFERENCES: 
The English Family of Kogarah. A History of Kogarah 1854-1912., by DJ.Hatton 1976 
ISBN 0 9596599 0 0 
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CORRECTION: 

KEN CAVANOUGH. 
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Unfortunately, our first patron's name was incorrectly spelled in our last issue, May-June ,I 
2007. . 

Kenneth Reuben Cavanough lived a full life from 1905 to 2006, just short of his Wist 
Birthday. Among his many civic achievements, he helped to found Kogarah Historical Society 
and remained our patron for his lifetime. 

Ken Cavanough proudly claimed to be a First Heeter. His ancestor, Owen Cavanough, was a 
seaman on the Sirius and stayed in the colony to found a large family. There is a Society 
devoted to family history, originally named the Owen Cavanough Fellowship and eventually 
changed to the Owen Cavanough Family History Society. 


