
I 
KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY or 

INCORPORATED 
Carss Cottage Museum - Carss Park 
Postal Address P.O. Box 367 Kogarab 1485 

Newsletter 
September - October 2007 

Patron 
The Mayor of Kogarah 

President: Mrs. B. Earnshaw Tel. 9546 1091 
'.~ 

Vice President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Newsletter Editor: 

Mrs. B. Goodger 
Mrs. B. Butters 
Mrs. J. Hollebone 
Mrs. C. Sullivan 
Mrs. C. Lewin 

Tel. 9570 1101 
Tel. 9580 6954 
Tel. 95297117 
Tel. 95796149 
Tel. 9546 1580 

MEMBERSIDP: $8.00 per annum (single) $12.00 per annum (couple) 

**************************** 
MONTHLY MEETINGS 

General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, 
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm. 

The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting 

I I 
Speakers 

September 13 Laurel Horton, retired school teacher, historian 
& author (assisted by her husband, Bob) will speak 
on the history of the S1. Peters and Tempe area. A 
DVD presentation on the history of S1. Peter's 
Church will be one of the highlights. 

October 11 Jon Breen, retired Civil Engineer & Heritage Officer 
with Sydney Water will speak on "Snowy water into the 
Tank Stream?" - a proposal that did not happen. An 
intriguing, illustrated talk! 

I Committee Meetings 
September 10 7.00pm 21900 Forest Road Peakhurst '{~ !~ 7.00pm 15 Homer Street Kogarah Bay b; ~ 



Museum Roster 
September 

2 Coralie Lewin & Meg Thompson 
9 Mavis Ward & Ken Grieve 
16 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 

~ Betty Goodger& Janette Hollebone 
30 Cath & Leo Sullivan 

October 
7 Gilda Tilia & Carole Tier 
14 Bob Williams & Mary Williams 
21 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 

~ 28 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

MUSIC - MUSIC - MUSIC- at the Museum in 2007. 
Enjoy the music of our local Bands on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

Next performance 16 September 2pm to 4pm. 
Bring a rug or chair and listen to the music in the beautiful surroundings of 

Carss Bush Park. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Kogarah Historical Society Inc. is launching its 4th publication 

HOUSES AND HERITAGE 
After nearly two years in preparation the book is now with the printer and will be launched on 

Saturday 22 September 2007 
at 

st. George Community Hall - Premier Street Kogarah 
(directly behind the S1. George Bank) 

Your invitation to the launch is enclosed with this newsletter. 

As members of Kogarah Historical Society, we are all hosts at this function and are appealing 
for members to help in any way they can in the smooth running of this important occasion. 
We will need people to be at the venue early to help prepare the hall, arrange chairs and tables, 
help instal the photographic display, hand out name tags, serve refreshments as guests arrive and 
unpack the books. 

Welcoming our guests is a very important role and members will be needed to speak to people 
as they arrive. . 

Serving the afternoon tea is another important task and we will need people to help with this. 

Then, of course, at the end of proceedings we will need people to help tidy the hall and re-stack 
chairs etc. 

If you have a Member's Badge could you please wear it on this day. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

With thanks Beverley Earnshaw, (president) 



Our Research Officer, Betty Goodger, 
has again used her well honed skills to find an answer to yet another enquiry , 

~. this time from Brisbane. ~aY('o/ THEPHANTOMFOOTBALLFIELD 

( %- ~ecent enquiry came from Brisbane, asking us to settle an argument He was sure there had 
1 ~en a football field where the St, George Leagues Club now stands. She wanted to check the 

facts. He was quite correct! 

Do you remember Prince Edward Park and the oval for the soccer games played there? 

The St. George District Soccer Association owned the land from about 1924 to about 1959. 
Their address was Prince Edward Park, Princes Highway, Kogarah. The park was named for 
the nearby subdivision, Prince Edward Estate of 1920. This was the year that Prince Edward 
was sent on a goodwill visit to all the Dominions to thank them for their support of Great 
Britain in the Great War. World War 1914-1919, and the popular Prince came to Australia in 
HMS Renown. He later succeeded George V as King Edward VIII. 

Bert Gardner, Past President of the St. George Soccer Association, remembers playing on the 
field in 1952. But it was sold between 1957 and 1960, and their home ground is now at the St. 
George Stadium in Bestic Street, Rockdale. 

A caravan park is listed on the site for the next few years. 

Incidentally, Harry Gardner, father of Bert, was President of St. George Soccer Association, 
Bert was President and his son, Ross, is currently President and Bert's grandsons, Jonathan and 
Lauren, play for St. George. Four generations active in soccer in St George. Is this a record? 

As for the rivals to soccer, the St. George Rugby League team was formed in 1920 and, by 
1921, was playing on Kogarah Park, on what became the Jubilee Oval. 

By 1952, the St. George Leagues Club had put in a building application to Kogarah Council 
and built their first club on Princes Highway, at the junction with Rocky Point Road. The 
official opening was held on 4 July 1953. When the club outgrew the site, they purchased the 
land at Prince Edward Park. The new Club had its official opening on 20 September 1963. 

REFERENCES: 
Many thanks to Bert Gardner, past President of StGeorge Soccer Association, and Beverley Earnshaw for 
sharing the memories of long time residents, and to the Secretary of the St. George Leagues Club. 
Gregory's Street Directories 1938-1970 
Valuation Books of Kogarah Council 1954-1960 
Subdivision Plans and other material in the Local Studies Section of Kogarah Library. 

Footnote: 
I am one of the long time residents of Jubilee Avenue (then called Station Street) and our house 
was where the Jubilee Ave. entrance to the Leagues Club now stands. As a child I regularly sat 
on the corner post of our back paling fence to watch the Rodeos that were held in Prince 
Edward Park. These featured the well known Lance Skuthorpe and his daughter, Violet as the 
stars of the shows. 
My friends had also devised an even cheaper way to watch the shows. A storm water drain, 
usually with only a trickle of water in it, ran inside the Park and under the fence to the outside of 
the Park. Yes, we entered the drain on the outside, crawled under the fence and into the Park 
and when one brave spy decided the coast was clear up we would go. 
You may be pleased to hear that I have now mended my errant ways. 
Coralie Lewin 
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S""~ ~e Tom Ugly's Punt 

On November 7, 1864 a hand operated public punt began running from Tom Ugly's Point 
to Horse Rock Point at Sylvania. It was sponsored by the wealthy Colonist, Thomas Holt, 
and operated by William Harris who at first received no wages except the fares he 
charged his passengers. In later years he was paid a gratuity of ten shillings ($1) per 
week from Holt's Sutherland Estate. This hand operated punt was replaced in 1881 by a 
steam punt capable of carrying six vehicles captained by J.Dunn. The river crossing led 
to an upgrading of Kogarah Road which was declared a main road in 1886. 

In 1898 a steam vehicular ferry with passenger accommodation was introduced. 
This vessel was built at the Atlas Engineering Co., Sydney at a cost of £3000 ($6000) and 
was capable of carrying 100 passengers and from 12 to 15 vehicles according to size. Its 
hull was of 3,.4 inch steel with four 9 x 1 iron cross stays to strengthen the structure. It 
was driven by two 18 horse-power non-condensing engines with inverted cylinders 
supplied by a 20 h.p.boiler. Its length from the edges of the landing stages was 97 feet 
(29.3 m)and its width 33 feet (10 m) with deck space measuring 64 ft x 20 ft (116.7 
sq.m). The ferry was guided on two 21h inch wire cables 700 yards (634.2 m) long. 
Captain J.McClenahan served as ferry master for 25 years until 1911 assisted by J.Storey, 
W.Watson and G.Matterson whose care and vigilance produced an accident free record. 
By 1906 the punt was operating 22 hours a day, making 4 trips per hour, and in 1910 the 
service was duplicated by a second ferry. 

In April 1922 a still larger ferry capable of carrying 30 cars was built at 
Newcastle and introduced on the Tom Ugly's Point to Sylvania crossing. As the traffic 
flow increased two such ferries were needed to cope with the load and the necessity for 
building a bridge at the crossing became apparent. 

The Tom Ugly's Bridge 

Accordingly the foundation stone for a Georges River Bridge was laid in 1924. It was to 
be a steel truss bridge 1638 feet (491.4 m) in length, consisting of three 90 ft (27 m) 
riveted steel girder spans and six 228 ft (68.4 m) riveted steel truss spans supported on 
concrete cylinders which had been taken down to rock by the pneumatic process. It 
carried a 30 ft (9 m) roadway and a 5 ft (1.5 m) walkway. Its construction was fraught 
with difficulty when bedrock for one of the pylons could not be found. The bridge opened 
on May 11, 1929 and was a toll bridge until 1952. 

The Sans Souci- Taren Point Punt 

On December 20, 1897, Kogarah Council was notified that the six vehicle steam punt 
formerly used at Tom Ugly's would be transferred for service between Sans Souci and 
Comyns Point (now Taren Point), but seven weeks later the decision was reversed. 

In 1903 an enterprising resident named Hughes began running a boat service 
between the two points and in 1915 this was replaced by the launch Sandringham. 

The steam vehicular ferry service between Sans Souci and Taren Point opened on 
March 18, 1916. This vessel continued until 1954 when it was replaced by a larger punt 
capable of. carrying 26 vehicles and weighing 300 tons. The first ferrymasters were 
George Matterson, William Watson and Richard Hale working round the clock shifts. 



The Georges River Crossings: 

Matterson and Watson had been deck hands on the Tom Ugly's Point Punt. 
By the 1860s the punt was transporting 1000 vehicles per day with long delays 

being experienced during peak hours and on public holidays. Therefore the decision was 
made to build an additional bridge over Georges River. This bridge, named after Captain 
Cook, was intended as part of a proposed Sydney to Wollongong expressway and built at 
a cost of £2,000,000 ($4,000,000), including siteworks for its approaches. Its seven spans 
cover a total length of 1662 ft (498.6 m) and carry six lanes of traffic. At this time the 
boundary between Kogarah and Rockdale Municipalities was adjusted to the line taken by 
the bridge's northern approach. 

The last run by the Taren Point Punt was made at 1.40 pm on Saturday May 29, 
1965 just prior to the official opening of the Captain Cook Bridge. 

Beverley Earnshaw 

r;""WHI Book ~view 
~:4/ ~~"ll~ " µ~ " Lasseter's Diary 
Why would KHS collect a facsimile edition of a diary that Lewis Harold Bell Lasseter kept 
about 1931? " 
It is because Lasseter lived in Kogarah. His house was in Orient Road, now part of Burgess 
Street but has been demolished. 

One of our past Secretaries, Colleen McEwen, wrote about him in the Newsletter of November 
1971. Lasseter claimed to have found a reef of. gold in Central Australia and perished while in 
search of it. 

Ion Idress, the famous Australian author, wrote a book called Lasseter's Last Ride, using the 
diary. Then the diary stayed with the publishers, Angus & Robertson until 1m, when it was 
purchased by the Mitchell Library. 

Much of the diary is legible and contains' sketch maps and drawings of aborigines. It is very 
moving to read the words of farewell to his wife:- "" 
Dearest Rene, I am sorry to perish out here and the worry of not knowing how you are faring 
and knowing how you must be in suspense as to my fate is simply the worst pain of all. Teach 
the children to believe the best you can of their father and soften the tale of my suffering. 

He told her he was giving the diary to an old aborigine and telling him to take it to Alice 
Springs, then his last words were: 
I loved you always as I love you now with all my heart and soul. God be good to me as a 
sinner. Amen. 

BETTY GOODGER 
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r;~) \ MYSTERY SOLVED from WWl RECORDS 

by Janette Hollebone 
Our Society has a photo of a group of men, in an unfamiliar hall, for a 

W~ ~1D ~ R A..Mitchen, 7 Df!c. ~91S. 
Unfortunately, this soldier is not in this part of the photo - Who is he? 

Because of new technology I was able to identify who Private H A Mitchell was by going on the 
internet through National Archives of Australia on WWI. For those members who have access to 
the internet at home or at your local library, the following should make it easy for you to find any of 
your WWI family or friends. 

The address on the internet is www.naa.gov.au.Click on: 'Service Records' in list (on left side); 
'World War I (1914-1918), (in blue); 'Name Search' (in blue). Type in family surname and click on 
the down arrow just underneath the name (beside 'Select a category or records ... '). Click on 'World 

, Warl', then 'Search'. 

I typed in 'Mitchell'. There were 867 Mitchells who enlisted in Australia in WWI. Isn't that 
amazing! If I knew his given name I could click on 'Refine this search result' which would limit my 
search, but I have to go through the list, so I click on 'Display'. I scroll down to the bottom of each 
page and click on 'Next page' until I find him. I found: (1) Harold Alexander, born Vic, enlisted 
Vic. (2) Harry Alfred born Deniliquin, NSW, enlisted Vic. (3) Harry Alma, born England, enlisted 
Armidale. (4) Harry Ashton, born Sydney, enlisted Sydney. (5) Henry Albert Clifford, born Vic, 
enlisted SA. 

Harry Ashton Mitchell proved to be the right one. He was born 7 February 1894 and given 
Regimental No 345, First Battalion WWI, enlisted 26 August 1914. Double clicked on his record, 
which brought up another window with 'View digital copy' above his information, which in tum 
brings up the war documents. My search shows this is 'Page 1 of20'. At the 'bottom of each page 
click on the arrow following 'Page 1 of20' etc, to go to next page. Some pages are easier to read 
than others. You can purchase these pages through the National Archives if you desire, but Ijust 
took notes. ' , 

The history I gathered through the war documents was that Private Harry Ashton Mitchell was 
living at 10 Henderson Road, Bexley when he enlisted, andwas still living at that address in 1967. 
He was wounded at Galli~li on' 3 June á1915 with a gunshot wound to the abdomen, right side. Was 
admitted by ambulance 4 Field Anzac on 5 June and to St Andrews Hospital, Malta on 20 June. 
He was transferred to England by HS Delta on 6 July and discharged from No 1 Australian 
Auxiliary Hospital for Furlough, 8 September. He embarked for Australia on HMI'Suevic on 
8 October 1915. He was discharged 26 May 1916 as medically unfit 

Janette Hollebone 
~~ . 



7 
Historyweek2007 

Kogarah Historical Society 
invites you to 

Join our Free Walk & Talk ' 

"Footprints" 
The first inhabitants who shared our cultural, 

physical and societal environment 

as part of 
The Annual Historyweek 2007 

An Initiative of the History Council of NSW 

FRANCES BODKIN 
Indigenous Education Officer at 
Mt Annan Botanical Gardens 

will tell us of the past that shaped our lives 
and guides our future. 

Sunday 16th September 2006 
at 10.00am 

Carss Cottage Museum 
Carwar Avenue - Caras Bush Park 

Tum off Prirv::es Highway and go to the end of CaJwar Avenue 

Tea I coffee available at a small charge - 10am to 12 noon 
Museum open from 10am to 5pm - Entry $2.00 adults - 50 cents child 

Local Band will play from 2pm till 4pm 

Enquiries: 95461580 - coralew@bigpond.com 

This event provides an opportunity for younq and 
old to enjoy the surroundings of this beautiful 

area and to learn of its fascinating history. 

MONDAYS AT THE MUSEUM 
September 24 at 10.00 am 

Book now! 

Enjoy the usual delicious morning tea in the Museum courtyard 
then join our speaker, 

MICHAEL STOREY 
who makes tracing your family history look easy ,right up to the final 

presentation of a ''Family Scrapbook" 

Phone 9546 1580 to reserve your place 



Mavis Ward Reports 
on the speakers at our interesting General Meetings 

and 'Mondays at the Museum' 
At "Mondays" on 28 May. we were treated to one of our more interesting 
demonstrations presented by Nora Lee Maingard. representing the Australian 
Miniature Enthusiasts Association. The Association is NSW based and has over 600 
members in Australia, Singapore. New Zealand and America. 

To those people miniatures are a hobby which originated in dollhouses which have 
captured imaginations over four centuries and has lived on through dedicated 
enthusiasts, the oldest record of a dollhouse being over 500 years old. 

Dollhouses were usually very valuable. protectively housed in cabinets. not given to 
children as play things. In England and Europe these houses were masterpieces of 
architectural detail, both inside and out, often replicas of the actual homes of their 
owners. 

The most famous of these is Queen Mary's dollhouse in Windsor Castle. Those who 
have visited it would appreciate its size, the craftsmanship, its more than 40 rooms 
with everything, including bathrooms, elevators, electricity, all technically correct 
and working. In 1972 it was closed for two months when all items in the house were 
removed and given a thorough overhaul. The electrical (1100 meters of special 
cable) and plumbing systems were renovated, at which time it was found that gin had 
been used instead of water to prevent rust .. New use for gin !! 

In America, one of the finest examples of miniature rooms are The Thome rooms, 
found at the Art Institute of Chicago. They offer detailed views of European 
interiors from the sixteenth century .through the 1930s. Nora Lee showed us a book 
of pictures of these rooms and we marveled at the detail of the furniture, curtains, 
floor coverings and other accessories, all made in miniature to exact specifications. 

The examples of her own work which Nora Lee brought and demonstrated, were an 
Australian Cottage in 1148 scale, a cottage in the style of Campground Carpenter 
Gothic, found around Martha's Vineyard in the US in 1124 scale and "Blue Room and 
Heather's Room" in 1112 scale, so that we could compare a variety of examples. The 
contents of each of these cottages were replicas of items, normally found in such 
places, even china, glassware, lamps, ornaments, floral arrangements, pictures, 
household pets - you name it, all hand made and true to scale, even to tiny Ieather 
shoes. The two cottages were displayed on turntables so that the interiors could also 
be viewed. These people are certainly not only clever but also very innovative and 
resourceful in creating pieces to make their houses so realistic. . 

The Australian Miniature Enthusiasts Association was formed in. 1996 to promote the 
enjoyment of their hobby. Their aims include the making and collecting of 
miniatures in a spirit of goodwill arid to provide a non-competitive forum for the 
sharing of skills and information. . 

Nora Lee's visit was very much enjoyed and introduced us to a different form of 
recreation. As an added pleasure for us, Nora Lee has presented us with two hand 
made miniatures, a tiny kettle and a tiny frying pan, to be added to our model of Carss 
Cottage in the Museum and we do thank her for that. 



J 
General Meeting - 14 June 2007 

For the meeting on 14 June the State Emergency Service had planned to demonstrate 
their activities with one of their vehicles but, unfortunately, this meeting happened 
during a period of particularly bad weather when the SES people and vehicles, were 
actively deployed elsewhere. áHowever, Matthew Kirby, the local Community Liaison 
Officer at the Kogarah SES Centre, did make time to come and explain the workings of 
the Service, although he had, indeed, spent the previous weekend helping storm victims 
in the Newcastle area. 

The SES was formed in 1955 when it was perceived that there was a need for a co 
ordinated service to provide general assistance in times of natural disasters. Prior to 
this, the people ofNSW were assisted in times of flood by water brigades, supported by 
the Government and local Councils, but after W odd War 11 they began to struggle to 
cope with floods in the Hunter region and in the north west and central west regions. 

The SES Headquarters is situated in Wollongong, with 17 Regional Offices and 229 
Units throughout the State. They have some ten thousand volunteers whose ages range 
from 16 to over 80 and are made up of both sexes, with a wide variety of backgrounds. 
These volunteers are readily recognised by their orange overalls bearing the SES logo. 
We would all have seen them in action, if not in an actual operation, certainly on 
television. 

The Service has a fleet of vehicles including rescue units, four wheel drives and sedans. 
They also maintain a fleet of boats, used for flood rescue work, evacuation, providing 
supplies to isolated areas and flood monitoring. The Service also assists in searching for 
lost and missing people. 

As well as actual rescue work, the SES is always there to assist with emergency repairs 
to property, preventing further damage and minimising risks when dangerous conditions 
are forecast. Vehicles carry gear such as tarpaulins for roof replacement, also 
equipment to assist in freeing victims trapped in vehicles and under fallen debris etc. All 
personnel are trained in the use of the apparatus and, when actual rescue is required, the 
SES co-operates with the Police, Fire Brigade and Ambulance and works under the 
direction of these Services. . 

Notable events were the Sydney hailstorm in 1999 and the windstorm in 2003, also the 
Newcastle earthquake, the Granville train disaster and the Thredbo landslide. All of 
these demonstrated the versatility and efficiency with which these volunteers respond to 
community needs. 

A key role of the SES is to raise the awareness of the community to the importance of 
being prepared to cope with an emergency, as well as being as self reliant as possible. 
To help educate children in this regard, they have a mascot called "Paddy Platypus" and 
his off-sider "Rescue Roo" The SES is involved with school visits and community 
shows where people can be familiarised with the Service and the work it does. 

The Service also provides advice on emergency preparations which is available at their 
centres; Suggestions, such as torches, candles, portable radio, spare batteries, first aid 
kit, etc, are very helpful and are recommended for all areas. 

This talk: was very interesting and highlighted the invaluable service the SES provides to 
the community ofNSW. They surely are ''unsung heroes". 



General Meeting - 12 July 2007 
The speaker, Dr Lesley Muir, is a well known historian and author who introduced us to 
the works of architect, Horbury Hunt. Lesley is the President of the Horbury Hunt 
Club which was formed in 1989 and whose members are described by Lesley as 
''frustrated architects". They travel extensively to study Horbury Hunt's works and to 
compare them with designs by other architects 

John Horbury Hunt was born in 1838 in Canada and came to Australia to escape the 
Civil War in America He was a civil engineer and architect and originally intended to 
go to India but was persuaded to stay in Sydney where he joined the architectural firm of 
Edmund Thomas Blackett, the Colony's leading architect. His particular interest was 
designing houses, churches and buildings for people who wanted something a bit 
different. 

Hunt's sound training as an engineer and architect and his knowledge of construction 
were important acquisitions to Blackett and., by 1865, he was Thomas Blackett's Chief 
Assistant, supervising and designing many country commissions. His unusual ideas and 
forceful personality influenced the character of the work produced in the Blackett office, 
so that his seven years there became known as 'Blackett's queer period'. 

In 1867 Horbury Hunt was married in St James Church, Sydney, to Elizabeth Kidd who 
was fourteen years his senior. Sadly, Elizabeth later developed dementia and died in 
1895. She is buried in South Head Cemetery. 

Horbury Hunt was credited with introducing the saw-tooth roof into Australia, a way of 
getting soft light into buildings. This type of roof was used in Victoria House in the city 
which he designed in 1873174 for William Farmer. It was also used in the Garden 
Palace, the largest building in Sydney at the time. 

His last job for Blackett was the supervision of the construction of St Albans at 
Muswellbrook. In 1869 Hunt left Blackett and went into partnership with John 
Frederick Hilly. The partnership lasted for only ten weeks as Hunt and Hilly fell out as 
the result of both having entered a competition to build Newcastle Cathedral. Hunt was 
successful and began but didn't finish the Cathedral. 

He then set up his own business. He associated with many prominent and wealthy 
people who commissioned him to build their large and elaborate homes, including 
shearing sheds and stables, in various parts ofNSW. He was able to indulge his love of 
animals and birds by using them as decorations. . 

He designed and built a number of beautiful cathedrals, such as Armidale and Grafton, 
as well as commercial buildings, churches and schools, including the magnificent Sacred 
Heart Convent at Rose Bay. . 

His wife's death and the death of a number of his friends, affected his health and he 
eventually contracted Brights Disease and died in December 1904. He is also buried at 
South Head Cemetery in a grave, identified only by its style of construction and his 
initials. 

Lesley has an extensive knowledge of the life of Horbury Hunt and enhanced her 
presentation with slides as she explained, in detail, the features of his designs, so that we 
learned a good deal about this man and his work. Horbury Hunt has left us with many 
magnificent buildings as a legacy ofhis life and achievements. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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Mondays at the Museum .. 23 July 2007 

The speaker scheduled for the July 'Mondays at the Museum' was Patricia Skeehan 
who was going to tell us about Lord Elgin's Marbles, but unfortunately she was 
unable to attend. However, she arranged for Valerie Pybus to take her place. 
Valerie is a professional actor and singer and has performed in many roles including a 
number of Gilbert & Sullivan shows with the Rockdale Musical Society. 

Valerie grew up in London in what she described as the "working class" and gave us 
an amusing description of the conditions of her early life. When she came to 
Australia she worked as a governess at Parsley Bay and felt that she ''had arrived" and 
she thought that all Australia was like that area - she "even had a room of her own", 
This position turned into a general help where she found she had too much to do so 
she found another job where she had too little to do. Neither of these situations suited 
her and she moved to "the wilds of Sylvania", obviously a different place from what it 
is today. Valerie was joined by her mother and brother and they settled on a "chook 
farm" where they lived in a tent with a pretty rough life style. She gave us a 
humorous account of her life there, describing it as being worse than conditions she 
left behind in England, but she has since developed a love and appreciation of her 
adopted country and all that it has had to offer. 

Valerie is also a poet and has published two books of her poems. Her original plan 
was to write children's stories but she was advised that they could not be about magic, 
fairies or wizards because children of today don't want to know about them. It was 
difficult to find subjects which did not include any of those and, while she was trying 
to work it out, she began to write poems. On looking back she realises that, at the 
same time, JK Rawlings was making a fortune writing about all the things which she 
was told "children don't like". So, she concentrated on her poems, having been first 
inspired by a little girl she met in a hairdressing salon, brought in by her mother to 
have her hair 'fixed', after she had cut it herself. 

We were treated to a recitation of the poem about the little girl, followed by several 
others on a wide variety of subjects and accompanied by appropriate accents, as well 
as a little of the reason for particular topics being chosen. This is where Valerie 
displayed her acting prowess. She has an endless variety of subjects about which she 
has written poems and is happy to perform poetry readings at clubs and group 
gatherings and she really enjoys doing it. 

Valerie brought with her the first book, titled "Pause a Moment", containing more 
than 120 items of poetry and prose which are described as ''poignant, perky, 
passionate, profound". The proceeds from the sale of this book are donated to the 
Christian Children's Fund. The second book was at the publisher at that time. 

Valerie's visit was very pleasant and entertaining and gave us the opportunity to have 
plenty of laughs. 

From 'Pause a Moment' by Valerie Pybus 

BOOKS 
Wall to wall books lie in my bome - gathered with love wherever I roam, 

Lord, whenever you call for me give me a large shelf; that I can be 
reading them all for eternity. : 



General Meeting - 9 August 2007 

We had a very pleasant trip down memory lane when Dr Ian Hoskins, who is the 
Historian at the North Sydney Council Stanton Library, revived our memories of Luna 
Park. Most people seem to have visited Luna Park at some time and the pictures' we 
saw on overhead slides, recalled many happy times. 

Ian became interested in amusement parks following an exhibition of photographs set up 
in the Stanton Library and began collecting pictures and information. r 
Early fair grounds in Sydney were at White City and Tamarama where patrons dressed 1 
and behaved in a very dignified manner. Pictures showed ladies wearing long dresses, 
hats and gloves and gentlemen in suits and hats, some complete with canes. Later, fun 
rides were introduced and the dignified behaviour began to relax and came to be 
accepted, 

Forerunners of Luna Park were at St Kilda in Victoria and Glenelg in Adelaide. When 
these parks were forced to close, their owner, David Atkins decided to move to Sydney 
and believed that the present site would be ideal, with its proximity to the splendid new 
Harbour Bridge. 

Luna Park was first opened in 1935 and was an immediate success because of the ; 
installation of the fun rides. There was a good deal of opposition from local residents 1 
who feared that it would be too noisy and would reduce the quality of the area. .' . 
However, it became a popular place of enjoyment and remained so for many years. 
During wartime it was a relaxation spot, favoured by both Australian and overseas 
servicemen; in fact, it is very likely that many romances began there. 

Among the most popular rides were the River Caves (romantic) the Rotor, Wild Mouse 
and the Big Dipper (adventurous) Ghost Train (scary) and the Carrousel (gentle). 
There were many more, all good fun. A spot not to be missed was Coney Island where 
there were numerous sources of enjoyment, probably the most popular being the slippery 
dips, at different heights (exciting). The much frequented dance hall was removed some 
years ago and it is now sadly deteriorating in its :final home in Berry Bay. Now they 
have the Big Top which is used for various functions. 

In 1979 all the fun came to an end as the result of a tragic fire in the Ghost Train and the 
Park was closed. In 1990 the Government took control and re-opened the Park but, ) 
again there was opposition from the local residents because of noise. The Big Dipper J . 
was replaced with a simulator which didn't last long. The whole place was restored 
with the assistance of the resident artist, Arthur Barton who has done a great deal of 
work restoring the character of the park, including designing a new smiling face at the 
entrance. The Council owns the park and leases the rides so that they change from time 
to time. 

The variety of rides has always allowed patrons to enjoy what is fondly called "Aussie 
larrikinism ", - being able to "do things which couldn't be done in George Street ". Luna 
Park is an ideal place to visit, providing entertainment for families, adults and children 
alike, in fact all who are young at heart. 

I believe that all (or at least most) of us have enjoyed some time at Luna Park and would 
probably like to make another visit - and perhaps we should! 


