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MONTHLY MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road,
, Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.

Speakers

I

March

13

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Beverley Earnshaw, Author, Professional
Historian and Researcher, will speak on the daughter
of King George IV, Princess Charlotte, who died
in' childbirth.

April

10

Dr. Peter Orlovich, Archivist at the National Institute
of Dramatic Art (Nida) and formerly at Kogarah
Municipal Council, will speak. on the history of land
development and early land grants in the colony of NSW.

Committee Meetings
March
April

10
7

7.00pm
7.00pm

21900 Forest Road Peakhurst
1 Meriel Street Sans Souci
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Museum Roster
March

April

2 Carole Tier & Ken Grieve
9 Mavis Ward & Meg Thompson
16 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
'-"'23 Betty Goodger& Janette Hollebone
30 Cath & Leo Sullivan

6
13
20
v'}:l

Gilda Tilia Evelyn Buckingham
Coralie & Albert Lewin
Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome to the Society

MR. KEN KERSHAW and MR. ALF EVANS

*

MUSIC - MUSIC - MUSIC- at the Museum in 2008.
Enjoy the music of our local Bands on the 3rd Sunday of each month
between 2pm and 4pm
Bring a rug or chair and listen to the music in the beautiful surroundings of
Carss Bush Park.
The Museum is open from 1pm to 5pm each Sunday.

MONDAYS AT THE MUSEUM
will continue in 2008
and a flyer with details and dates is enclosed with this Newsletter.

*****~**~*********%%%**
Members are reminded that our

A.NNUAL GENERAL MEETING
will be held on Thursday, 13 March 2008 at 2.00pm
in Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah.
At our Annual General Meeting the Office Bearers and Committee will be elected for the
coming year. This is your opportunity to exercise your right to vote and so be part of this
procedure.
The Meeting will include a talk by Beverley Earnshaw
Princess Charlotte, who died in childbirth.

on the daughter of George IV,

There will also be an opportunity to chat with fellow members over a cup of tea or coffee.

Your attendance at this meeting is valued and appreciated.
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PENSHURST
A VICE REGAL VISIT

by Betty Goodger

r

often visit the Penshurst RSL Club and see a large portrait of Viscount de l'Isle in the lift
lobby. He was the Governor-General of Australia from 1961 to 1965. His home in England is
at Penshurst Place. So when the Presbyterian Church in Penshurst dedicated its War Memorial
Church of St. Andrews, in 1961, he was invited to conduct the opening ceremony. It is
described in Dr. Joan Hatton's booklet, Penshurst in the Early Days, published in 1981.
Originally the church had been erected in Beverley Hills, then known as Dumbleton.lt was built
on land donated by Mr. Harry Graham on the corner of Dumbleton Road and Stoney Creek
Road, diagonally opposite the Dumbleton School. It was opened in April 1901. After some
time, it was decided to move to a more central site and in 1916, the wooden building was
transported to Penshurst Street, Penshurst.
After World War 1939-1945, the parish built a new brick church in front of the old wooden
one and had a grand opening ceremony in December 1961.

In 1883, a new subdivision, Penshurst Park, was advertised and" the brochure for the sale said
that the name itself has been most aptly chosen as the estate resembles in so marked a degree
the celebrated Penshurst Place 37 miles from London on the L.c. and Dover line in a district
familiarly known as ''The Garden of England".
''The owner of 'Penshurst Place' was Lord de l'Isle, V.C., Governor-General of Australia, who
carne with Lady de l'Isle and their two daughters. There was a procession from the public
school to the church and the Scots College Pipe Band led the cars carrying the distinguished
visitors, along Penshurst Street to the church. They were met by the Mayor of Hurstville,
Alderman H.C. Marsden, and members of the Presbyterian Church. Lord de l'lsle turned the
key to the front door of the church and the State Moderator (Right Rev. Hugh Cunningham)
dedicated the church. The service was relayed by amplifiers to 1,800 people outside the church.
After the service Lord de l'Isle unveiled a conunemorative plaque at the entrance of the church.
The official party had afternoon tea in the old wooden church. An album of photographs of
early and present day Penshurst was presented to Lord de l'Isle. On his return to England he
sent a gift of two sets of cricket bats and stumps to the Youth Group.
The Governor-General also visited the Penshurst RSL Club, where he unveiled a large
photograph of himself. Nearby was a painting of Penshurst Place in Kent, and the Penshurst
RSL Club, with inscribed underneath, a chain and scroll worded "United by links of loyalty,
1961" .
I have looked in vain for this painting: It no longer hangs near the photograph of Viscount de
1 'Isle. However a set of charming photos of old Penshurst grace the walls leading to the
auditorium.
REFERENCES:
Penshurst in Early Days, by DJ. Hatton 1981 pp26-28

KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

for the period 01 - 02 . 2007 to 31:- 01 - 2008
Expenditure
Australia Post (post Box)
Energy Australia
Telstra
GIO Workers Comp Insurance
Kogarah Council Building Insurance & Water Usage
RAHS Public Liability & Personal& Accident
Affiliation RAHS & Dept. Fair Trading
Purchase of Books and Plant
Museum Cleaning
Gifts - Donations - Catering
Gifts - Donations - Petty Cash - Bus Trips
Newsletter incl. Postage
Publications & Administration Expenses
(includes publishing of Houses & Heritage)

102.00

267.02
489.76175.00
1353.45
532.95
148.00

298.7~
540.00
197.95

836.65
839.03-

9609.44-

TOTAL EXPENSES

Income
Annual Subscriptions
Museum Admissions
Donations & Grants
Raffles - Sale of Spoons etc.
Sale of Publications, Books & Plant
Mondays at the Museum & Group Visits
Interest (St. George & CBA Accounts)
Sale of 'Houses & Heritage'
(total number sold 301)

748.50
608.10
8246.23
321.00
1149.00
f')70.70
6607.94

TOTAL INCOME

25200.03

SIGNED:

áC(JA

6648.56
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

RECONCILIATION STATEMENT

Balance at Bank 01 - 02 - 2007

6413.17

Add Income to 31- 01 - 2008

25200.03
TOTAL

Less Expenditure to 31 - 01 - 2008

31613.20
15390.03

TOTAL

16223.17

Bank Balance as per Statement 31 - 01 - 2008

16223.17

FIXED DEPOSIT at St George Bank

60,000.00
2,000.00

I have audited the Records of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. and in my opinion
the Records are well kept and the Financial Statement drawn up for the period
01 - 02 - 2007 to 31 - 01 - 2008 reflect fairly the position of the organisation.

SIGNED:

CFA

Mavis Ward reports on our meeting 0/8 November 2007
''The Forgotten Sydney Railways"
John Oakes, a member of the Railway Historical Society and the author of seven books
on railways, intrigued us with information about The Forgotten Sydney Railways
Trams were in use in Sydney before the railway was established and John told us about
the old tram systems and showed pictures of the evolution of the tram from the original
horse-drawn to the electric models. The original trams operated a commuter service
between Central Station and Circular Quay.
They were efficient people movers,
albeit not the most comfortable, especially the very early models. Crowding wasn't a
problem "ifyou couldfit on, you could get on". One of John's stories was about a man
who met a mate and asked "Where are you off to?"» "I'm off to Circular Quay" - "Are
you going to catch the tram?" - "No, I'm in a hurry". (Has anything changed with
our present day buses on the same route?)
The first passenger carrying train in the City operated from Central Station to St James
Station on 20 December 1926. Trains went into a tunnel at St James and back out on
the return trip.
The same situation existed at Wynyard Station until the Harbour
Bridge was built in 1932 when trains began running to the North Shore from the upper
platforms. Circular Quay Station was opened in 1956. The first suburban train ran
from Central to Oatley, including Kogarah, on 1 March 1926 and, as a matter of
interest, one carriage from that train has been preserved and is housed at Redfern.
There were originally four tracks heading to the Harbour Bridge, two on each side north side for the northern suburbs and on the south for a line to Mosman and the
northern beaches. (We are still waiting for that one.) Trams used these tunnels until
buses were introduced and they are now used a car park. It was suggested that parking
there could be risky because of the pistol shooting range at the other end of the tunnel.
(We hope that they shoot in the right direction.)
John showed us' diagrams of a surprising network of tunnels under the city, built for
future rail services, one of which was eventually used for the Eastern Suburbs line.
There were obviously plans for a very progressive rail system to be built without
unnecessarily disrupting existing services. Some of the tunnels have never been used
except as air raid shelters in WWII and, even then, only for practice exercises.
An interesting snippet of information, which most of us would not have known, was

that, during the War, secret offices were set up in the tunnel between St James and
Circular Quay where anti-aircraft and searchlight people operated. Entrance was
accessed from Shakespeare Place via a wooden staircase.
John and others, conducted tours of the tunnels the clock tower at Central for many
years, but all this was cancelled for security reasons, another flow-on from terrorist
activities and disappointing, as this would surely have been an interesting experience.
However, it would appear from John's pictures, that participants would need to be
prepared to tramp through darkness, mud and water sometimes knee-deep. But it
would still be a very interesting adventure.
John had fascinating and enlightening stories to tell and many pictures of the origin and
development of trams and trains, all making up the history of our railway system and,
along with his easy, friendly manner of speaking, we had a very enjoyable afternoon.

An error in our January/February Newsletter (last page) has brought forth some
interesting information from Dr. Garry Darby on the subject of 'Tempe House' ..
An excerpt from Dr. Darby's letter is reproduced here, with his permission.for the interest
of members. Ed.
,

Tempe was built by Alexander Brodie Spark.

It may interest members to know that there is a portrait of Maria Spark (Alexander's wife)
painted by Dr. Maurice Felton, which hangs in the Art Gallery of NSW. The background of
this portrait shows the land between Tempe and Botany Bay in 1840 when the portrait was
painted. It depicts Maria as a very well-to-do lady of Sydney, beautifully dressed and with her
left hand resting on a leather-bound book; surely a clearly intended symbol of her wealth and
education. Indeed such a large and impressive oil painting itself would have been a significant
status symbol in this time.
Some of Sydney's finest early artists gravitated to Tempe, Conrad Martens and Felton among
them. Felton, who came to the colony as a ship's surgeon was, for a short time around 1840,
the leading portrait painter in Sydney.
There were precious few painters of the arts in early Sydney but Alexander Brodie Spark, a Scot
with a classical education,was at the forefront. In his published diary Spark records that he was
deterred from swimming in Cook's River because 'the sharks were too numerous' - how things
have changed' .
Best Regards
Garry Darby

*************************
./11Ie Kewpie

We have two Kewpie Dolls in Carss Cottage Museum one is a very small, bisque doll and the other, quite a bit
larger, is made of celluloid.
The Kewpie Doll began life in the Ladies Home Journal
magazine, published around 1909.
Rosie O'Neill wrote children's poems and used illustrations
of cute, baby-like characters which were later produced in
paper and then unglazed ceramics and were extremely
popular. They soon became 'the kewpie'.
They were named in honour of Cupid and were big cheeked, wide eyed and round tummied little
creatures. Four years after their creation 5 million had been sold.
The demand was overwhelming for kewpie dolls, colouring books, cups, plates, inkwells,
saltshakers, perfume bottles, earrings, bracelets and pipe tobacco accessories.
With the coming' of WW 1 Rosie O'Neill stopped writing stories about kewpies but
recommenced in 1925. Their incredible success made their creator rich and famous.
Coralie Lewin (Museum Custodian)

1897-1997 ST GEORGE SAll-ING CLUB LTD
There is no title page, no publishing details. This splendidly illustrated booklet plunges straight
into the story of the Club. The author is Wayne Pascoe and he acknowledges research done by
the Historical Skiff Society.
He tells us : Sailing began leisurely and competitively on Botany Bay around the 1870s. It took
some twenty years before the interest grew enough that people wanted to meet regularly.

All boat owners in the Botany Bay and Georges River district were invited to meet at Sans Souci
on Saturday, 30th October 1897. The Club was formed and has now been sailing for over a
hundred years.
It was 1927 before the Club finally had a Club House. Then it was resumed for it was in the
path of the northern approaches of the Captain Cook Bridge over Georges River. The Bridge
was opened in 1964 and a new Club House had to be built
The personalities important to its development are noted, among them Alexander Stuart,
Commodore in 1908. He donated the Stuart Shield, which is still competed for annually.
He was the elder brother of James Stuart, who built a house on the water front in Blakehurst. fte
was, therefore, the brother-in-law of Mrs Grace Stuart, so important in the early development
of Carss Park.
The house in Stuart Street, Blakehurst is featured in our new book, Houses and Heritage.
The photographs alone make the booklet worthwhile in our collection: Rocky Point in 1895,
showing graphically why it deserves its name; a 1931 montage showing the old Sans Souci
Baths; aerial shots of the Captain Cook Bridge under construction and more, plus people, all
vital to the development of the Club and the enjoyment of sailing.

B. GOODGER
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SAlLING TRAGEDY

The loss of seven lives aboard the trimaran, Waka Toru.

In the Society's latest publication. Houses and Heritage, author, Beverley Earnshaw has told of the tragic loss of
the crew of this craft, built at a house in The Boulevarde, Sans Souci in the
mid 1960s.
Beverley also produced a lengthy article for the magazine "Afloat' and this has attracted much interest from the
sailing fraternity. A photo board in the Carss Cottage Museum shows many images of the craft and crew.
The Waka Torn sailed from Botany Bay on 18 August, 1968 in perfect weather, headed for Lord Howe Island. A
year later the remains of the craft were washed up on a beach at Coffs Harbour NSW.
What happened to the Waka Toru will always remain ad tragic mystery.
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Exiles
The Probation System * Evenness of Punishment * Ticket of Leave
Ray Thorburn, who has previously visited us, returned on 14th February to again
entertain / enlighten us and become our first speaker for the year. Ray was a jeweller
for many years and. after moving to Kiama in 1988,became fully conunitted to genetic
research and he was appointed Founding Director of the Australian Genealogical
Society. He is also a member of the Australasian Association of Genealogists and the
Family History Centre at Kiama,
His subject on this occasion was Exiles, convicts who came to Australia under what
was known as the Probation System. This system was relatively unknown as it was
generally believed that transportation ceased in 1840. However, records were
discovered by the Kiama Group and it was learned that Britain still had a criminal
population they couldn't cope with.
So, prisoners who had served some of their
sentences and were therefore partially reformed, were sent out here. They arrived in
five vessels and received more privileges than previous convicts.
Some authorities here and in the UK adopted a more humane approach, and introduced
a 'new correctional scheme' which was known as Evenness of Punishment. After they
had been here for fifteen months, convicts were re-assessed and, if considered to be
suitable, they were given training, often in their original occupations. When they
proved that they were capable of being employed, they received a Ticket of Leave
which entitled them to arrange their own employment. This meant that they were
virtually free.
Colonial society generally did not approve of this system and finally won out so that
the scheme was discontinued, except in Western Australia where it was continued until
1868.
Ray told us about a few real "characters" among the prisoners and related some
humourous stories, although it is difficult to realise how there could have been any
humour in convict life. One of these characters was J J Bolitho, alias "Moondyne"
who Was an escapologist and became quite a nuisance. I would imagine that he must
have been pretty game to keep trying to escape, even under the 'more humane'
conditions.
This talk presented a different and interesting look at the convict story and, for those
who would like to know more, Ray suggested reading "Convicts in WA n by Rica
Erickson and "The Cop and the Anthem" by 0 Henry.

Mavis Ward

................................................................................................
. WHY!
do you recite at a play and play at a recital?
are they called apartments when they are all stuck together?
don't you laugh when you hit your funny bone?
is abbreviated such a long word?

BARTON
THE ELECTORATE
Part 1
BY B. GOODGER
If you live in Kogarah and exert your right to vote for your representative in the Federal
Parliament, you will cast your vote in the electorate of Barton.

Barton is an inner metropolitan electorate located in Sydney's southern suburbs. It covers about
38 sq. km from Amcliffe and Turella in the north to the Georges River in the south, Botany Bay
in the east and generally to the lllawarra railway in the west.

,;

The main suburbs include Allawah, Arncliffe, Banksia, Bardwell Valley, Beverley Park,
Blakehurst, Brighton-le-Sands, Carss Park, Connells Point, Dolls Point, Hurstville Grove,
Hurstville South, Kogarah, Kogarah Bay, Kyeemah, Kyle Bay, Monterey, Ramsgate, Ramsgate
Beach, Rockdale, Sandringham, Sans Souci, Turrella, Wolli Creek and parts of Bexley, Carlton,
Hurstville, Mortdale, Oatley and Penshurst.
Barton was first proclaimed as an electorate in 1922. The name was chosen to honour the first
Prime Minister of Australia, Sir Edmund Barton.

I

Edmund Barton was born in Glebe on the 18 January 1849, the youngest of the 11 children of
Mary Louise and William Barton and their third son. He was a barrister and worked hard to
achieve federation, then served as Prime Minister from 1 January 1901 to 24 September 1903.
He then retfned to the law. He died on 7 January 1920.
But there had been an earlier association with the Barton family and Kogarah.
William Barton, Edmund's father, received a land grant in 1837. It had a water frontage onto
the east shore of Oatley Bay. He added to his holdings in other parts ofKogarah, the most
interesting to our Society being the purchase of the area we now treasure as Carss Park.
Jonathan Croft had been granted the land on 28 January 1853, but sold it to William Barton on
17 October 1853. Barton did not keep it for long, but sold it to John Chappelow in 1854. On 7
April 1863 the land was sold to William Carss, who built a cottage and lived on the land.
William Barton came to the Colony as an accountant for the Australian Agricultural Company in
1824. He resigned in 1832 to become a financial agent and worked at many occupations. He is
credited with being the first share broker. One biographer describes him as "Micawberish" ,
another. writes that he had "a chequered career". I take that to mean that it was a struggle to
provide for 11 children. Mary Louise conducted a girls school in the 1860s. So that no doubt
explains the trading in land. The family did not live in the area.
Barton, therefore, seems a very happy choice of name for the electorate.
In future issues of the Newsletter, the men who served as members of the House of
Representatives for Barton in the Federal Parliament, will be recorded.
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