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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, 
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm. 

The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting. 

Speakers 

May 8 Sam Everingham, a sixth generation Australian, 
,I, historian & author of the book, "Wildride - the Rise 

and Fall of Cobb & Co,", will give an illustrated talk 
on the history of Cobb & Co. coaches. 

I June 12 Jim Smyth, from the Ambulance Service of NSW 
will speak on the various aspects of the history of the 
Ambulance Service. His powerpoint presentation is 
a riveting experience. 

Committee Meetings 
May 5 7.00pm 3/14 Resthaven Road South Hurstville 
June 9 No Meeting 



KOGARAH mSTORICAL SOCIETY AGM 
2008 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

I am happy to report that the Society has had another very successful year. We currently have 90 
paid up members, with attendance at the meetings running between 20 and 30 persons. Regular 
monthly meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah on the second 
Thursday of each month at 2 pm. I thank those members who arrive early at the meetings to put 
out chairs, prepare afternoon tea things and set up the room ready for the speaker. Our speakers' 
co-ordinator this year has been Judy Reynolds who has paid meticulous attention to the task. Judy 
is suffering several health problems and is unable to continue this job. Therefore we are appealing 
for another person to organise our speakers for the coming year. 

The speakers this year have been:- 
March - Mavis Ward spoke on some interesting origins, customs and objects 
April - Bill Allen, Ferry wharves of Lane Cove & Parramatta Rivers 
May - Stephen Szabo of Heraldry Australia speaking on Heraldry in Australia 
June - The State Emergency Services 
July - Leslie Muir, The work of Horbury Hunt, Architect 
August- Dr Ian Hoskins, Historian of North Sydney Council and the Stanton Library, 

spoke on Luna Park 
Sept. - Laurel Horton of Marrickville Heritage Society, St.Peters and St.Peters Cooks 

River church and cemetery. 
Oct. - John Breen, formerly of Sydney Water spoke on Snowy River Water to the Tank 

stream? A proposal that never happened. 
Nov. - John Oakes, Railways Historical Society, Sydney's forgotten Railways 
Dec. - Our annual luncheon at the Mortdale Masonic Club 
Feb.2008 - Ray Thorburn of the Kiama Family History Society, Convict Exiles 

In April 2007, Kogarah Fire Brigade celebrated its centenary and the society assisted 
with pictorial material for the commemorative publication. 

The Carss Cottage Museum continues to be our most visited venue. The museum is 
open every Sunday afternoon from 1 pm until 5 pm staffed by volunteers, and although visitor 
numbers are small on Sundays, the museum is open by appointment for school and tour parties. 
During the year a total of 665 people visited the museum, an increase of 125 on last year's 
numbers. Coralie Lewin, the museum curator, puts in many voluntary hours attending and cata 
loguing the collection and changing the displays. Five times a year she organizes Mondays at the 
Museum. This begins with morning tea followed by a talk in the museum by a guest speaker and 
a closer look at a selection of items from the collection. Space is limited so bookings are restricted 
to 35 persons and the sessions are aiways booked out. 

This year's speakers at the museum were :- 
March - Wendy Cornish James Cook, first of the 'WOrking class heroes 
May - Nora Lee Maingard from the Australian Miniatures Enthusiasts Assoc. 

on the history of 'scale modelling' and the making of miniatures. 
July - When Patricia Skehan was unable to come at the last moment, Valerie Phybus 

stepped in. 
September - Michael Storey - tracing your family history - to the final presentation of a 

family 'scrap book' 
November - Ray Thorburn - From Sun to Sand and all things between - food, clothing 

and adjustments necessary in the transition to the Australian Colonies. 



Our thanks must go to the catering team, Trudy Johns, Gilda Tilia and Elizabeth 
Emerson who provide the morning tea for Mondays at the Museum. Elizabeth Emerson is also 
responsible for keeping the rosters. Thank you, Elizabeth. Trudy is also the organizer of the 
afternoon tea at our meetings. / 

During the year the society had a bus trip to the Eastern Suburbs, using the St. George 
Community Bus. Its main purpose was to inspect the grave of James and Mary Carss which we 
restored in 2007, then an interesting scenic tour was planned and executed by Janette Hollebone. // 

Our book Houses and Heritage, the study of 80 historic and noteworthy houses of the 
Kogarah Municipality was launched in September by the well respected heritage architect, Robert 
Irving. The launch was held at the St.George Community Hall, Premier Street, Kogarah in front 
of 140 guests. I wish to thank members for their support which made the launch an outstanding 
success. The book was financed principally from the Gwen Coxhead bequest, with a small grant 
from the Ministry for the Arts through the Royal Australian Historical Society. Sales have been 
excellent and the publication has recouped its printing costs enabling the money from the Coxhead 
bequest to be replaced. We typeset the book ourselves and must express grateful thanks to Bruce 
Welch of Southwood Press for his support and advice in getting the book to press. 

Our newsletter has been edited by Coralie Lewin and despatched by Mavis Ward. 
Articles are regularly contributed by Betty Goodger and Janette Hollebone and Mavis Ward records 
the speakers and reports on them in the magazine. 

Historic enquiries which come by phone and mail are answered by Betty Goodger and 
by Janette Hollebone. 

I wish to thank those volunteers who give up their time to help the society, but I must 
stress that we do not have enough of them. Kogarah Historical Society is going splendidly but the 
load is being carried by just a few people. I must ask the members to please come forward and 
offer for some task, no matter how small, to lighten the load for the workers. 

I thank Albert Lewin for his consistent practical help in improving the museum, and 
truly regret that he is no longer able to continue due to ill health. I thank Janette Hollebone who 
has served as secretary since 2002 and will now stand down. Janette is also carrying out a major 
work for the society in cataloging the hundreds of photos in the society's collection. She is also 
undertaking research in the Land Titles Office on early land owners in Kogarah. Thank you, 
Janette, for stepping into the secretaryship unexpectedly in 2002 after the death of Dr Joan Hatton. 
I thank Cath Sullivan for her work as treasurer and David Shaw, our voluntary auditor. 

We have vacancies on the committee for a secretary, assistant secretary and a speakers' 
convenor. And we are always in need of people to go on the Museum Roster on Sunday after 
noons. 

I have been President for three years and now must resign because the constitution only 
allows the President a three year tenure. But I hand over the Presidency, confident in the knowl 
edge that the society is in excellent shape, both in its membership and fmances. 

I thank all the members of the committee for their support. Lastly I thank all the members 
for their attendance and support during the year and look forward to Kogarah Historical Society 
going from strength to strength. 

Beverley Earnshaw, President 2008 

NEW MEMBERS 
We are pleased to welcome to the Society 

~UE ~RISP - JAN WILLIAMS - KATE FOY 



KOGARAH mSTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
Committee for 2008 - 2009 

President 
Vice President Beverley Earnshaw 
Secretary: Gill Whan 
Treasurer: Cath Sullivan 
Social Secretary: not filled 
Museum Custodian: Coralie Lewin 
Registrar: Coralie Lewin 
Display Convenor: Coralie Lewin 
House Convenor: not filled 
Property Convenor: not filled 
Committee: Laurie Corry Trudy Johns 
Auditor: David Shaw 

Janette Hollebone 
Vice President: Beryl Butters 
Assist Secretary: not filled 
Assist. Treasurer: Leo Sullivan 
Research Convenor: not filled 

Carole Tier Mavis Ward 

Museum Roster 
May 

4 Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 
11 Mavis Ward & Meg Thompson 
18 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 

-.1.25 Betty Goodger& Janette Hollebone 

June 
1 Gilda Tilia Evelyn Buckingham 
8 Coralie & Albert Lewin 
15 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 

-22 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 
29 Cath & Leo Sullivan 

Mondays at the Museum 
Carss Cottage Museum - 26 May 2008 - lOam 

Douglas Minty - Master Watchmaker for 48 years will talk about 'the history of time'. 
Doug will be happy to give you the age and origin of your own timepieces and display of 

clocks from his own collection will be sure to fascinate. 
We have many clocks in our Museum collection and I am sure Doug will also be able to 

add to any information we already have on these. 

Booking please as space is limited - Tel. 9546 1580 

Historical Tour by Minibus 
Syd~ey Olympic Park & Bicentennial Park 

Thursday 15 May 
Leaving outside Oatley Seniors Centre at 9.30am - Cost $15 

Lunch & morning tea at own expense - bring your own or buy at the kiosk. 
View the Playfair Marble Fountain by W.P.Maclntosh, the Larry Foley Championship 

Boxing Belt, the Olympic Cauldron and other Olympic memorabilia. 
A short boardwalk is optional. 

Book by contacting Janette (95297117) or Carole (9527 2403 



J' BARTON 
THE ELECfORATE 

PART 11 
by BETTY GOODGER 

FREDERICK ALBERT MCDONAlD was the first representative elected to the new electorate 
of Barton in 1922 and served until 1925. He was a local lad, born in 1872 and educated at 
Hurstville and the University of Sydney. He became a teacher and was President of the 
Teachers Federation. 

In 1925 his seat was contested by Thomas John Ley. McDonald mysteriously disappeared and 
it is believed that he was murdered by Ley, though never proved. 

Ron Rathbone wrote that McDonald was "one of the mildest men ever to sit in the Federal 
Parliament". But "seldom in Australian politics has any man been subjected to the slander and 
vilification that McDonald suffered. Ley accused him of being a drunkard, an extremist, a 
fellow traveller of the communists and of neglecting his parliamentary duties. When McDonald 
attempted to answer these charges, Ley slapped a writ for libel on him. McDonald wilted before 
the tirade and when the numbers went up, Ley had narrowly won the seat Then followed one of 
the greatest sensations in Australian political history. A fortnight after the declaration of the 
poll, McDonald disappeared and was never seen again". 

Mark Gosling, the State Member for St. George, was campaign director for McDonald. He 
"made no secret of the fact that he believed that Ley was behind McDonald's disappearance 
and for nearly two years had searches made allover Australia in an attempt to find McDonald's 
body" . 

THOMAS JOHN lEY was the second man to hold the seat of Barton, from 1925 to 1928. He 
was born in England in 1880 and his family emigrated when he was eight He was self 
educated, selling newspapers at first, but worked his way up to partnership in a legal firm. He 
was an outstanding public speaker and entered politics. He lived in Hurstville. 

In 1917 he was elected to the State Parliament, representing St. George, until 1925, and held 
office as Minister for Labour and Industry and Minister for Justice. He resigned from State 
Parliament and entered Federal Parliament in 1925. 

After the election of 1925, charges were brought against Ley for bribery, but were dropped 
when the chief witness disappeared. 

Unpleasant rumours began to circulate when one of his business associates was found dead at 
the foot of cliffs near Sydney and another disappeared without trace. 

He left for England in 1929. 

In 1946 he hired two men to murder a man he suspected of romancing his mistress. He was 
found guilty of this sensational murder, known as ''The Chalk Pit Murder", and sentenced to 
death. However, he was judged to be insane and so committed to an asylum, where he died in 
1947. 

Barton can have no more sensational character than Ley! 

More of his successors later. 

REFERENCES: 
KHS Newsletter September 1980 pp 7-8 
Australian Dictionary of Biography vol. 1 0 

Unknown photograph.. 
POrtT~1t of Hon, Th,?mas John Ley (1880-1947) 



Montlays at the Museum 17 March 2008 

How interesting could a few old bottles be? Well, those who listened to Bill 
Kerameas were pleasantly surprised to find that bottles are extremely interesting. In 
fact, if they could talk, there would be some wonderful stories to tell. Bill is an 
enthusiast and has been collecting bottles for some twenty years. 

One day when he was quite young he came across a house being demolished. He 
stopped to have a look around and found a couple of bottles which attracted his 
attention. So he took them home and there began his interest and his study of the 
history of bottles. He began by visiting the Powerhouse Museum when there were 
some bottles on display and, on the advice of the Curator, he began to search the 
internet. He soon became addicted and now he digs and searches at demolition sites 
to add to his collection. 

Bill's slogan "Good things have always come in glass" applies only to the last 250 
years Qr so, prior to that stoneware was mostly used. 

One of the early and most recognisable 
bottles used for soft drinks was registered 
in 1809 and known as the "Hamilton 
Patent" or torpedo, because of its shape 

This was followed in the 1870s by 
another popular design called "Codd 
Patent", This one contained a glass 
"marble type stopper" and two slots (for 
left or right hand use) to hold the marble, 
allowing the contents to be poured, or 
when drinking from the bottle. 

The gold rush between 1850 and 1890 
brought a huge increase in the type and 
use of bottles. Many ales and spirits of 
the day were bottled from imported casks 
or were brewed locally to cater for the 
thirsts of the prospectors. Rough "black 
glass" bottles made in three part moulds 
were used. The shape and label denoting 
the contents. 

Bottles were usually embossed with the 
company's name and trademark. As the 
production of bottles was expensive, this 
encouraged their return for recycling and 
discouraged their re-use by others. 

Gin 
Medicine 



While the "common folk" worked up a 
thirst and drank porter, stout, local ale 
and soft drinks, the "well to do" sipped 
their drinks - soda, wine, spirits and other 
drinks - from ornately embossed or 
designer bottles while picnicking and 
dancing at the many established spots 
around Sydney. Smaller, transportable 
bottles, suitable to hold salad oil, vinegar 
pickles, were introduced. Glass also 
became popular for preserving jars, baby 
feeding and perfume bottles, inkwells, etc 
which had all previously been made from 
stoneware. 

7 

For many years medicine had been dosed. out in small bottles and ceramic pots and 
included hundreds of quack remedies, elixirs and tonics which were purported to cure 
all known ailments (and some unknown ones as well). This left a legacy of many 
designs of small to medium, size bottles in a great range of design, colour and detail. 

With many people not being able to read, the shape and colour of bottles were 
important to indicate their contents. The "cobalt blue" poison bottles was a good 
example and probably among the most recognisable. 

The twenty or so years prior to the tum of the century saw the introduction of a huge 
variation of bottle sealing methods, such as the Codd Patent (marble), Lamont Patent 
(stick and rubber ring) and the internal thread with wood or Lignumvitae stoppers. 
Some were good and widely used but none was as popular 01' reliable as the old cork 
seal used until about 1900 when the "Crown Seal" was developed. This method was 
generally used for beer and soft drinks prior to WWl and, in the 1920s, improved 
mechanisation enabled the production of a consistent metal top which we know so 
well. 

The 194Qs saw the mass production of less expensive bottles and therefore a much 
decreased need for identification embossing. Now, only a mould number is used and 
more effective printed and painted labels are also used. 

Prior to beginning his talk, Bill had a look around the Museum and found that, among 
the artefacts, there were several bottles of interest. He showed us these bottles and 
was able to explain their history. It was a pleasant surprise to find that there were 
valuable bottles in the Museum collection. 

To the collector, bottles represent history, art, purpose, sometimes hard work as well 
as hard cash, but it is probably mostly the excuse to go digging, diving, visiting bottle 
shows, antique shops or just looking around. 

The opportunity to convey this collective knowledge was to the advantage of the rest 
of us and we really enjoyed listening and learning so much about what we might have 
thought was going to be a not so interesting talk about "bottles." 

Mavis Ward 



it .. ~(?) 
~~ fyAY / c,Y / THE PENSHURST SERVICE RESERVOIRS 

;( Y by BETTY GOODGER 

Water supply is a vital topic in Sydney in these days of drought. Even in 1975 it was an 
important issue and Dr. Joan Hatton compiled an article, using extracts from a standard text 
book on the subject in the Newsletter of Hurstville Historical Society. The charming illustration 
is a sketch by our member, Daphne Kingston. 

The reservoirs dominate the skyline of Penshurst, so I think the information is worth repeating. 

'The two water tanks are a landmark of Penshurst and over the years have provided a 
temptation for children to climb the stairs, a high point for photographers to take photos of the 
surrounding landscape and are service reservoirs for the St. George area. 

In 1880, the Board of Water Supply and Sewerage was constituted by Act' of Parliament, and 
the control of water and sewerage services in the metropolitan area was transferred to it 
However, it was not until the Upper Nepean Scheme was nearly completed that the Board was 
able to assume its intended functions. This was in 1888. Soon after, water was distributed 
through arterial and reticulation mains to suburban districts. To distribute south of Parramatta 
River, distribution began at Potts Hill reservoirs, and main pipelines delivered water to the two 
reservoirs at Petersham and Crown Street. From Petersham reservoir the water was distributed 
to those western and lllawarra suburbs then provided. The water gravitated to a pumping 
station at Carlton and it was then pumped to the tanks at Penshurst where it supplied the higher 
levels of the district 

The station at Carlton began pumping in 1891 with the installation of a gas engine in a small 
building on land rented from the Railway Commissioners at Webber's Road (now Willison 
Road) Carlton. The engine, operated by the local Turncock, pumped water into a 20,000 gallon 
cast- iron tank erected on brick piers at Penshurst. This tank contained water to an available 
depth of 5 feet and the top water level was 270 feet above sea level. In 1893, a Blake Duplex 
pump with a capacity of 12,000 gallons per hour, formerly in use at the old North Shore 
pumping station, superseded the gas engine, which remained as a standby until sold in 1900. 

To cope with increasing demands, in 1895, a steel reservoir with water 33 feet deep, and holding 
one million gallons, was erected. A 12 inch rising main was laid to it from Carlton and an 
additional pump of the Worthington direct-acting type, with a capacity of 50,000 gallons per 
hour, was installed. In 1909, the Blake pump was replaced by a second Worthington pump. A 
new boiler, transferred from the dismantled Menangle scheme was also installed and the pump 
house practically rebuilt In 1910, a third reservoir, elevated, of steel, 300 feet above sea level, 
and to hold one and a half million gallons was erected at Penshurst. A new boiler, with the 
Morts Dock engine and pumps transferred from Crown Street, were added to the Carlton plant. 
The, original cast-iron tank was removed in 1914 to Campbelltown and subsequently to 
Warragamba township about 1942. 

This system of supply mains, which had followed the areas of greatest settlement as they 
developed, reached Penshurst by a roundabout route and a much more direct line was desirable 
when increased supply was needed. In 1919, it was decided to establish a new pumping station 
at Lakemba to take over from Carlton. After this was completed in April 1924, the Carlton 
station operated only during peak demand. After 1933, it was retained for emergencies until the 
independent supply from Woronora Dam became available to Penshurst and it finally went out 
of use in 1939. ' 

In 1938, a fourth service reservoir, elevated, of reinforced concrete was erected to hold two 



! 
2. Reservoirs: 

million gallons. In 1951, the second tank which had been erected in 1910, was transferred to 
Newport, leaving the two tanks at present seen at Penshurst. 

Service reservoirs are provided to cope with variations in the local demand and to ensure 
continuous supply of water. The basis of storage aimed at in Sydney is two maximum days' 
supply for the area tributary to a service reservoir. As a matter of course, they are situated at the 
highest point available to command the widest territory." 

REFERENCES: 
Extract from: The Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage of Sydney, 17880-1960, by W.V. 
Aird. Published 1961. ppxvii,62-64 
Reprinted from Hurstville Historical Society Newsletter Vol. 1 no 81 May 1975 

jThe following item was printed in a weal newspaper, The SL George cai 1904 ¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ . Much convenience would have afforded our earlier settlers, and in fact, our present day 
residents, by an easy means of communication by road between the eastern and western sides of 
Kogarah Bay. Reclaiming the head of the bay was out of the question, and many schemes were 
suggested. An experiment was tried by Mr. Carroll of crossing the muddy bottoms of Kogarah 
Bay by means of an improvised foot gear resembling snow shoes. This arrangement consisted 
of two three foot Hobart palings nailed to the experimenter's boots. So confident was he of 
success that he made the attempt himself, with the result that the point of the paling became 
entangled with a mangrove root and brought our friend to grief within a few yards of the 
opposite shore. If it had not been for the timely rescue of "Trapsticks" a serious accident 
might have befallen him. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 13 March 2008 
As is customary at our AGMs, the role of speaker is filled by a Society Member and, on 13 
March 2008, Beverley Earnshaw, entertained us with the story about Princess Charlotte. The 
story began with King George ill who suffered from a disease, intermittent porphyria, which 
caused episodes of mania and attacked the corneas of his eyes. Towards the end of his life he 
became violent and, being blind as welt as mad, he was locked up while his eldest son, George 
Prince of Wales, ruled as Prince Regent. 

George was very extravagant and frequently presented the Government with bills of 10,000 
pounds to cover his debts. Royal Princes were not able to many without the permission of the 
King or the Privy Council and, above all, royal wives must not be Catholic. A woman of 
George's choice was Mrs Maria Fitzherbert, suitable in. all respects except that she was a 
Catholic. However, they were secretly married in 1785, denying the marriage while Marla 
lived in Brighton and George in London. This was accepted -all the princes had mistresses - 
and George continued with his extravagant lifestyle, using as much of Maria's money as he 
could get his hands on. When his debts amounted to around 630,000 pounds and Parliament 
refused to pay, the King ordered him to leave Maria and many his cousin Princess Caroline of 
Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel. George reluctantly agreed, on condition that his debts were paid and 
he be given a large additional income. However, not to be outdone, Maria got the Pope to 
formally recognise her Church of England marriage so that George had two wives and they 
were bitter enemies. 

I , 

George and Caroline had one child, Charlotte, born in 1796. For eight years George tried to get 
custody of his daughter but the King intervened. In 1811 the King went completely mad and 
George became Prince Regent with all the powers of the monarchy. He overruled Parliament 
and took Charlotte from her mother, allowing them to see each other once a fortnight. Caroline 
appealed for help from every available source, without success, in fact the Government refused 
to allow her to see Charlotte at all. So, she went public, something unprecedented in Royal 
Circles and published a letter in the Morning Chronicle Newspaper. Public sympathy was 
firmly on her side and George was booed and hissed in the streets of London. 

Charlotte developed into a voluptuous young woman who at 15 looked much older than her 
years. She inherited a violent temper and never forgave her father for separating her from her 
mother. George decided that it was time for her to many - "If they are big enough they are old 
enough ". George wanted her to many Prince William of Orange, heir to the throne of Holland, 
for political and financial benefits, but Charlotte preferred Prince Leopold of Saxe-Co burg 
Gotha, except that he had no money. However she agreed to marry William and insisted that a 
clause be added to the marriage contract to let her remain in England. It was soon evident that 
William had no intention of honouring that, so, without her father's knowledge, Charlotte wrote 
to the Prince and terminated the marriage agreement. 

J 
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George was furious, sacked Charlotte's staff, closed her house and took her to another royal 
house, Cranboume Lodge, where she was to be kept in, isolation. After escaping twice, 
Charlotte won her father over and he announced the engagement of his daughter to Prince 
Leopold on 14 March 1816. The Government was not impressed but voted the couple a, 
generous income plus sizeable amounts for furniture, wardrobe and jewellery. They married in 
1816 and soon after announced that Charlotte was pregnant. Both the pregnancy and birth were 
difficult and the doctor, Roland Croft, England's leading obstetrician, refused to use the newly 
available obstetrical forceps. After a very long labour, Charlotte delivered a stillborn son 'and 
several hours later, she also died. Feeling responsible for the tragedy, Dr Croft shot himself. 

J 
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respectable marriages. One of them, Edward, eventually had a daughter who was destined to 
become Queen Victoria. Edward died when Victoria was eight years old and her uncle, Prince 
Leopold, Charlotte's widower, became her confidant and father figure. 

This was indeed a history lesson - history as we didn't learn it in our school days. It was 
interesting and entertaining and, as always, we look forward to Beverley's next presentation. 

Mavis Ward 


