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MONTHLY MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road,
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.

Speakers
Patricia Skehan, Publicity Officer, Concord Heritage
Society will speak on "Charles Kingsford Smith Southern Cross - America to Australia 1927" .This is
an illustrated, interactive talk that all can enjoy.

Bob & Laurel Horton will give a DVD presentation
on the stained glass windows in S1. Peter's Anglican
Church. Stories of important and historical people
are depicted in the windows.

August 14

July
August

7
4

Committee Meetings
7.00pm 21900 Forest Rd. Peakhurst
7.00pm 1 Meriel St. Sans Souci

/' Mrs. O. A. Hatton
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT OF KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BY B. GOODGER

In 1970 Kogarah Historical Society was formed and Mrs Doris Amelia Hatton was the
foundation president. She held the position again in 1971 and was secretary in 1972.
Thereafter she remained an active member, as indeed, she was of the two other historical
societies in the St George area, St George Historical Society and Hurstville Historical Society.
Her photo appears on a board near the entrance to the museum at Carss Cottage and shows a
small woman, wearing, of course, a hat, as social conventions of the day demanded. But it cannot
show the bounding energy that must have radiated from her.
She was born at Marrickville on 22 December 1899 but her family moved around, eventually
settling in Queensland. Here she married and her two sons, Leslie and Arthur and her daughter,
Joan, were born. The lives of Leslie and Arthur are commemorated by four stained glass
windows placed in St Cuthbert's Church in 1963 and 1983. Dr Joan Hatton served our society
well as our secretary from 1998 to her death on 25 April 2002.
In 1974 on an overseas trip, Mrs Hatton and Joan did much research on Wi1liamCarss and on
their own family history. On their return they gave a joint paper to the St George Historical
Society and from that talk, produced a pamphlet, entitled" From Whence They Came." (1) In
1977 Mrs Hatton wrote her autobiography in a 42 page booklet entitled "Choose the Right
Parent". (2) Copies are rare but I was able to read the copy in the Mitchell Library.
When she died on 22 December 1988, Beryl Butters, then Vice-President ofKHS, wrote a .
tribute, published in the Leader (3) in which she said :

.

Mrs Hatton did full time secretarial work for the Australian Red Cross Society until she was 75.
When she retired from full time work, she joined the Rose Ladies at the Sf George Hospital. She
also worked for many years on the hospital auxiliary.
Brian Madden, writing in the Hurstville Historical Society Newsletter (4), said:
She worked hard for the Society and participated in most of the activities until a few years ago.
She was of great assistance to Joan (Secretary of HHS) including typing the monthly Newsletter.
Her fund-raising abilities through street stalls on behalf of the Society were of great help in
improving the Society's funds.
In 1984 an unsuccessful attempt was made to obtain an Order of Australia for Mrs Hatton. From
a group ofletters and references supporting the application (5),I have selected a few of her
other community activities.

2. Mrs. D. A. Hatton

From 1959 she was secretary ofKogarah Bay Progress Association. During that time, she
spearheaded a campaign to build a Hall, opened in 1962, and to obtain an OBE for a longserving member, Mrs McCall, obtained in 1967. In 1980 sh.e was the Vice-President. (6)
In 1960 there was a Corrunittee to build the Carss Park Olympic Pool, of which she was the
Assistant Secretary.
During 1969 and 1970 she was secretary of the Kogarah Captain Cook Bi-Centennial
Celebrations.
Monies left over from this Committee were donated to the newly formed Kogarah Historical
Society.
From 1980 to 1982 she lectured on history topics at the Kogarah Adult Leisure an d Learning
Centre.
Eighty eight busy and fruitful years came to an end on 22 August 1988. No obituary appeared
in our Newsletter, so it is appropriate for us to remember Doris Amelia Hatton.
REFERENCES
1 St George Historical Society Bulletin April 1978
2 Choose the Right Parent, by D.A.Hatton Kogarah, the author 1977 ISBN 0959659927
ML Q929.209944/N563/2
3 Leader newscutting, undated in Scrapbook no. 8 p.61
4 HHS Newsletter Vol. 3 no 28 September 1988 p.2
5 Hatton, D.A. - Letters re an application for an award in the Order of Australia 1984.
MS Collection
6 Kogarah Bay Progress Association - Records 1959-1971. MS Collection

NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to welcome to the Society

WENDY KEYS

Museum Roster
July
6 Carole Tier & Ken Grieve
13 Mavis Ward & Meg Thompson
20 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
_.__27 Betty Goodger& Janette Hollebone ~
..

August
3 Gilda Tilia & Evelyn Buckingham
10 Coralie & Albert Lewin
17 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone
31 Cath & Leo Sullivan
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BARTON
THE ELECTORATE
PART 111
by BETTY GOODGER

JAMES THOMAS TOLLY was the third man to hold the seat of Barton, from 1928 to 1931.
He was born in South Grafton in 1877 and died in Burwood on 15 October 1962.
He was a schoolteacher, teaching at Hurstville in 1922, and also did some farming and
sawmilling at Tullamore. He was secretary of the Carriers Union.
ALBERT LANE was the fourth man to represent the citizens of Barton. He was a member of
the United Australia Party and held office from 1931 to 1940. He had previously served in the
State Parliament as MIA for Balmain from 1922 to 1927. He was an accountant and business
manager. As a devout Methodist, he supported prohibition and temperance movements. He
died on 29 December 1950 at Bexley.
The next, and fifth, politician to represent Barton, for a record period from 1940 to 1958, was
the Right Hon. Dr HERBERT VERE EVATT.
H.V. Evatt was born on 30 April, 1894, the fifth of his parents' eigbt sons. One of his younger
brothers was Clive Evatt, also prominent in legal and political circles. During his service as
Minister for External Affairs, he was President of the United Nations from 1948 to 1949.
He was Chief Justice ofNSW from 1960 to 1962.
When his health began to deteriorate, the Labor Party urged him to take a less arduous seat and
he represented Hunter from 1958 to 1960. III health forced his retirement from Parliament and
he died on 2 November 1965.
Among the scholarly books he wrote are two that r have used both for study and enjoyment,
Australian Labor Leader, a biography ofW.A.Holman, and Rum Rebellion, a lively account of
the events of 26th January 1808 - of special interest this year, 2008, when we are remembering
Governor William Bligh and his arrest by Lieut.-Col. George Johnston, with John Macarthur,
conspiring away in the background, pulling the strings of his puppets.
Kogarah Council bas honoured his memory by dedicating a small park to him. The H. V. Evatt
Memorial Reserve is in Railway Parade, backing onto the railway line and facing Derby Street.
There is a small area of sandstone paving, surrounded by planting and nearby a grassy section
with a picnic table and seats. There is a bubbler to provide a refreshing drink of water. However
no plaque gives the passer-by any information about the man or when the park was dedicated.
Hurstville Council has also named a park in his honour, Evatt Park in Lugarno - a large green
space, which has the distinction of being the caldera of an extinct volcano.
At the entrance to the reference section of Hurstville City Library, is a photograph of "The Late
Rt Hon. Herbert Vere Evatt, PC, D.Litt., MA, LLD" in his Judge's robes and a brass plaque,
with the inscription,

2. Barton - The Electorate 111

MHR BARTON 1949-60 Scholar and Statesman
Attorney -General of Australia
Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs
Leader of the Australian Labor Party 1951-1960
President United Nations General Assembly 1948-1949
Chief Justice ofNSW
In appreciation of his services to the nation
From the people of the Municipality of Hurstville
I feel sure he would have appreciated this memorial in a place well used by students.
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A SWIM AT CARSS PARK IN THE 1930S
BY B. GOODGER

While researching the other day in the Hurstville Historical Society's Newsletter, I chanced upon
an article written by Miss Mearal Porter, reminiscing about her childhood in Hurstville. She
was born at Goshen Private Hospital in Gloucester Street, Hurstville in 1925 and lived in Alma
Street, near Gallipoli Street, in those days a hazardous course for billycarts because of its steep
slope.
She tells us : How annoyed my father was with shop assistants who asked to spell "Gallipoli",
"Fancy not knowing that! Why, on the heights of Gallipoli, the Australian nation came of age",
he would say.
Most of our swimming was enjoyed at Kyle Bay, Connells Point or Carss Park. We either
walked down or perhaps had a doubler on a brother's bike. The dressing sheds at Carss Park
charged 1I2d per entry. To obtain the most enjoyment for Id, we would put on our togs at
home, walk down the hills to Carss Park, swim, pay 1/2d to dress and spend the remaining 112d
on a sweet, preferably large enough to last the distance home. Gobstoppers were excellent for
this purpose and they were very interesting, with a different colour on each layer, only visible
after much sucking. If you were wise, you looked up the tide before venturing forth, for at low
tide, all these swimming places lost much of their charm.
Next to Carss was the Chinamen's Gardens and from early mom till dewy eve, the Oriental
gentlemen could be seen with baskets slung across their shoulders, wearing large shady hats,
toiling assiduously among the vegetables.

REFERENCE
HHS Newsletter Vol 2 no 1 March 1977 pp 2-4
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mE PASSAGE OF nUE ..

From their earliest days, humans have been able to estimate the passage of
time. Think of Stonehenge - Cleopatra's Needle - The Pyramids, all
instruments of remarkable precision. Since that time many ingenious
inventions have been devised culminating in
THE CLOCK
The quest for accurate timekeepingresulted in a great variety of clocks, each with their own
specific feature or purpose, the pendulum clock; the chronometer; the longcase clock; the
bracket clock; the table clock; the spring clock; the shelf clock; the wall clock; the cartel clock;
the carriage clock; the skeleton clock; a host of mystery, novelty and fantasy clocks and now,
the most boring clock of all - the digital clock.

Mavis Ward reports on the fascinating talk given by our speaker

DOUGLAS MINTY
at our Mondays at the Museum on 26 May 2008,
If you weren't there you missed a great talk by Dougtas Minty who is the Publicity
Officer, National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors. He has been a Master
Watchmaker for 48 years and is Past President of the Professional Society of Watch
and Clockmakers of Australia, formerly known as the Horological Guild.
He began his career with an apprenticeship at Angus & Coote at Parramatta where
one of his early jobs was to wind all the clocks in the public buildings in Parramatta
which would take all day once each week. So, on Fridays, he would set out with a
small ladder to keep the area 'on time'. There was a time when clock winding was a
trade in itself - six 'winders' were employed by State Rail to travel around to
stations, keeping the clocks going
.

Doug began by talking about the clocks in the Museum. especially the large one in the
foyer which was of particular interest to him because he holds a contract with State
Rail to restore and maintain historical Railways clocks. He knew the whereabouts of
13 clocks of this type, previously used on Railway Stations and he was pleased to be
able to add to his list, the location of one more wonderful piece of history. He plans
to investigate the possibility of restoring our clock, so that we could have a working
item of history and we certainly hope that can be achieved.
The other clocks in the Museum are typical imports as Australia did not have a clock
manufacturing industry. Cases were often made here but the workings were brought
from overseas, however jewellers were able to have their names added to the clocks
so that it appeared that they had been made by them.

7
2. Douglas Minty.
The word 'clock' comes from the Latin 'clocker' and means 'to strike a bell' so that, a
Glock which only tells the time is not really a clock but only ? time piece, The word
'watch' came from the Night Watchmen who walked the streets calling the time ("Ten
o 'clock and all's well"; and needed to carry a small, portable clock which became
known as a "watch". The wrist watch was a pocket watch with a band attached. The
story with the most amount of credence was that, during WW1, pilots had difficulty
accessing a watch from an inside pocket of their leather flying jackets, so they added a
band and wore it outside their sleeve. At least that is the most likely story.
The oldest clock still running is at Salisbury Cathedral, outside London and dates
from 1286. It has no dial and no hands but tells the time by ringing bells on the hour
to call the faithful to prayer. Otherwise they didn't worry about time-as-we do.
Between 1286 and 1530, large public clocks were the only means of knowing the
time. They were incredibly expensive, designed by mathematicians and built by
blacksmiths and usually only found in churches and large towers.

In 1530 the mainspring was invented, enabling clocks and watches to be made smaller
so that they could be placed on mantelpieces or hung on walls.
At this point, when
most of us admitted over-winding our watches at some time, Doug surprised us by
telling us that this is not possible. If a watch stops, it probably needs to be serviced
and how regularly do we do that! Here's a little exercise for you - each clock/watch
ticks 18,000 times per hour - multiply by 24 (hours/day) 365 (days/year) then by 10
(years) about the usual period between services. Each tick equals about 1 km work in
a car. Would we let our car work that hard without being serviced?
It was also the era when the cuckoo clock was invented. Doug told us a story about
one of his early tasks at Angus & Coote, when he was asked to repair a Cuckoo clock.
When it was returned by the customer because "the sound wasn't right", it was found
that the two little bellows in the back had been inadvertently reversed, so that they had
an "oocuck" clock instead of a "cuckoo" one. How embarrassing! ...Another one of Doug's interesting experiences was finding a cuckoo clock at the
Powerhouse Musewn which also didn't seem right. Instead of a bird coming out on
the hour, an aboriginal man appeared and the sound was "oco-ee". This clock had
been made in Germany especially for Australia. Several other similar clocks have
since been located.

11;1 1883 A\J:$.trali? wa.s. one of the last major countries itt the world to standardise
timekeeping as we know it. Time differences between States didn't matter much
because it took so long to communicate anyhow.
On daylight saving, Doug
mentioned some of the myths we hear of (like fading curtains) and that extra work is
created for watchmakers because people have trouble changing the time on their
clocks. His advice is "If you have trouble, leave it - it will be correct again in six

months".
In 1821 during the reign of Governor Macquarie, five clocks were sent out from
England and presented to NSW.
These were given to churches, St John's at
Parramatta, St Matthews at Windsor, St Luke's at Liverpool, St David's at Hobart and
the Female Factory at Parramatta. Other well-known clocks can be found locally at
Oately and Cronulla, the latter dates back to 1770. It was sent out here in 1976 as a
memorial to Captain Cooke and was meant to be placed where he landed but, for
political reasons at the time, it has ended up in Cronulla Mall.

3. Douglas Minty.
Clocks have uses other than telling the time and, with the advantage of modern
technology, we now have electr-onic clocks, digital clocks, mobile phones, the ability
to record TV and DVD progranunes and the list goes on with endless future
developments.
After hearing about the history of clocks, we were treated to a demonstration of a
number of fascinating items, some of which I don't believe most of us had ever seen.
To describe them would be difficult but they ranged from quite large fancy items to
very small, intricately engraved pieces. The first one opened up like a flower with
unfolding petals, had a musical accompaniment and chimed only in daylight hours
(how's that for consideration!) There were statue clocks with sound effects, carriage
clocks for travelling, decorated ceramic clocks, a pocket watch with its own stand for
use as a bedside clock at night, a pocket sundial, a button hole watch (for ladies), an
1803 fob watch, even character watches (cartoon character type) and lots more. And,
of course, Doug had a story to tell about each one.
The last one and perhaps the most intriguing, was called the 'Contraceptive Clock'. It
was an ordinary-looking, bakelite alarm type clock, different because it had two
buttons on the front, one red and one green, but Doug left us pondering about what the
coloured buttons were for. Any suggestions?
his audtence laughing and learning as he conveyed ~9me. Qf his extensive
knowledge and related lots of stories -- so we all had a fun morning. He would surely
be welcomed on another visit on a future occasion.

PQ1Jg bad.

Doug's farewell word:
"In this busy world, the only way to save time is to collect clocks " .
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RAILWAY PARADE HOTEL from 1886

The Noel Budin Archives Centre, ANU Canberra, hold the records of many ofKogarah Hotels
because all Tooth & Co records were stored there. The earliest reference to the Railway Pde
Hotel, near Kogarah Station, appears in the Beer Totals Book (N60/392) in April 1895 when
George J Hendy was licensee, so further research was needed for the earlier history.
The plans for the Proposed Hotel Kogarah were for John Parker, dated in ink 13 April 1886.
Notes:
Cellar under Bar and Private Entrance.
No of Rooms:
Ground Floor 9 Rooms & Scullery etc
First Floor
9 Rooms (Bed) & Sitting Room and 1 Bath Room .
Second Floor 11 Bed Rooms, Bath Room
Total Rooms over 1200 cub ft contents
30 exclusive of Bath Room, Scullery
Plans show Stable Yard with 4 Stall-Stable, Coach House, 2 toilets & Urinals
Certificate of Title, V796 F239 at the Land Titles Office shows that John Parker of Kogarah,
Builder, bought the land at Kogarah, Parish of St George, County of Cumberland, in Railway
Parade from the Australian Mutual Investment & Building Co Ltd, containing 17lh perches,
being Lots 10 & 11, Sec F, DP 1397 and part of 1200 acres originally granted to James Chandler
by Crown Grant dated 19 October 183l. This document is dated 10 July 1886.
This property was purchased by William Stroud of Kogarah, Licensed Victualler on 21 October
1886. Immediately he took out two separate Mortgages, one to James William Johnson & James
Scroggie, both of Sydney, Esquires, and another to John Parker of Kogarah, Builder.
Joseph Rich ofKogarah, Hotelkeeper became the Licensee on 21 February 1889. Another
Mortgage was dated 30 September 1889 to Tooth & Co Ltd.

In AprillMay 1890 aU Mortgages were discharged and fresh Mortgages taken out with the same
people, except for John Parker, Builder.
Joseph Rich surrendered his Lease 28 March 1895 and a new Lease was issued to George John
Hendy ofKogarah, Publican on 28 March 1895 which expired 5 February 1905. William Frank
John Stroud ofKogarah, Hotelkeeper became the new Licensee on 28 February 1905.
On 24 August 1906 Elizabeth Stroud ofHurstville, Widow became owner by transmission as her
husband, William, had died on 31 May 1905. William Frank John Stroud continued as Licensee
until October 1913 when ownership of the land and hotel transferred from Elizabeth Stroud to
James Thomas Rainbow ofKogarah, Hotelkeeper on 13 October 1913.
Janette Hollebone
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/THE GEORGES RIVER CATCHMENT
In 1996 the NSW Department of Urban Affairs and Planning published a small booklet which
was essentially a questionnaire to ask environmentalists how they thought they could help
manage the catchment area of the Georges River.
The detail of the coloured map could not be reproduced but the original is in our collection.

,

}

The map shows Georges River rising in Wollondilly, snaking its way to Fairfield before curving
back on itself to make its way through Bankstown, Hurstville, Kogarah, Rockdale and
Sutherland. On the way it has collected Stokes Creek, O'Hares Creek, Punchbowl Creek,
Cabramatta Creek, Prospect Creek, Salt Pan Creek and Woronora River, to swell its volume as it
enters Botany Bay.
Georges River passes through 12 Local Government Areas.
The once flourishing oyster growing industry is no more but many boats still enjoy the
picturesque scenery.
B. GOODGER

Mondays at tile Museum
Carss Cottage Museum
28 July 2008 - lOam
(please note the change in our programme for Julythe speaker will now be Nell Keast)
Neil Keast will talk about school and community life on the Coolongolook, Hastings,
Goulburn and Wilson Rivers - 1 ~7 to 1959.

" A bush chalkie remembers"
'It is up to every teacher to earn the honour of being known throughout their community
as a Sir - as a Knight of the Blackboard'
So spoke C.B. Newling, Principal of Armidale Teachers'College in 1~6 to a
group of trainee teachers, one of whom was a very earnest young teacher named
Wesley Keast.
His son, Neil Keast - himself a retired schoolteacher, recounts and reads from his father's
diaries, humorous and serious incidents in school and rural life as it was lived in 1~7 to 1959,
thus recalling a lifestyle that is rapidly fading from the memories of most.
Booking please as space is limited - Tel. 9546 1580
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