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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, 
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm. 

The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting. 

Speakers 

September 11 Bill Allená Ferry Historian - will give his visual 
presentation, Vol. 3, on rivers and wharves, 
yesterday and today. ' 

October 9 Dr. Peter Orlovich - Archivist with NIDA - will 
speak on the history of land development and early 
land grants in colonial NSW. 

Committee Meetings 
September 1 7.00pm IS Hamer St Kogarah Bay 
October 6 7.00pm 3/14 Resthaven Rd. Sth. Hurstville 
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NEW MEMBERS 
We are pleased to welcome to the Society 

JANETTE PELOSI 

Museum Roster 

~. 
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":~ Recently our Research Officer, Betty Goodger, came across a fascinating list of very old 
J) /ecipesfeaturing Holbrooks Worcestershire Sauce. Some are reprinted here for those of 
'/ ./ our readers who are challenged chefs and are willing to try them. 

Neither the Society nor the Editor accepts any responsibility for the results. 

sePte~er 
7 Carole Tier & Ke . ve 
14 Mavis Ward & 
21 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 
28 Betty Goodger& Janette Hollebone 

I 

October 
5 Gilda Tilia & Evelyn Buckingham 
12 Coralie & Albert Lewin 
19 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 
26 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

* 
Try Thislll 

PARTY PEA SOUP 
(pea soup at a party??7?) 

Whether you simmer old-fashioned soup in a kettle or prefer opening a can, the modem way to 
season is with Holbrooks Worcestershire Sauce. This mellow blend of spices will sharpen 
soup flavour - help build a rich broth! Holbrooks is the international compliment your soup 
deserves. 

1 package (lOoz) frozen peas 
2 tablespoons Holbrooks Worcestershire Sauce 
2 cans (lOoz) condensed green pea soup 
114 cup heavy cream, whipped 
112 teaspoon Holbrooks Worcestershire Sauce 

Cook peas in water with Worcestershire Sauce and sugar for 5 minutes. Add green pea soup 
and milk; heat, stirring often. Mix whipped cream with Worcestershire Sauce and horseradish, 
Top each serving of soup with a spoonful of cream mixture. 8 servings. 

1 112 cups water 
Pinch sugar 
2 112 cups milk 
1/2 teaspoon Horseradish 

áBLUSIDNG BUNNY 
(another party pleaser????) 

112 teaspoon Keen's Dry Mustard 
1 can (l00z) condensed tomato soup 
1 tablespoon Holbrooks Worcestershire Sauce 
Mix mustard with water in medium sized saucepan. Let stand 10 mins. Add undiluted soup, 
Worcestershire Sauce and cheese. Heat, stirring constantly until piping hot and cheese melts. 
Serve over toast or crackers. 4-5 servings. 
Good served as a hot party dip with bite sized chunks of French bread. 

GOOD LUCK! Ed. 

112 teaspoon water 
112 pound processed cheese, grated 
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Anyone traveling around New South Wales will have seen the Big Banana at Coff's 
Harbour, the Big Merino at Goulburn, the Big Guitar at Tamworth, the Big Trout at Adaminaby 
- and how many others? 

Here is a new one for you - The Big Coal Nugget! And it has a connection with Kogarah. 

It is situated in Coledale, on the corner of the Jack Wright Memorial Walkway and Cater Street, 
and is a memorial to Jack Gilbert Wright, whose life spanned from 1917 to 1997. 

The nugget is a 250 kilogram replica of the first piece of coal extracted from a miner's 
federation owned mine, more than 20 years ago. It was made by the University of 
Wollongong. 

Jack Gilbert Wright was born in Victoria Street, Kogarah in 1917, later moving to Bexley. He 
worked as a boot maker before serving in the army, rising to the rank of sergeant major. After 
the War, in 1946, he secured ajob as a miner in the ColecliffColliery. He joined the Miners' 
Federation and held many executive positions before his retirement. 

He was busy in retirement, being secretary of the Retired Miners Association and was made 
a Life Member of the South Coast Labor Council. He was a campaigner for peace and much 
involved in movements to save Coledale Hospital and the pines at Sharkey Beach. 

For almost 50 years he lived in Northcote Street, Coledale and the local community organized 
the memorial. 

His young brother, Harry, and sister, Dorothy, visited Carss Cottage and told our President about 
their brother, Jack and his unusual memorial. They promised to give us more information about 
him and were true to their word. Their generous donation of newscuttings and material about 
Jack, is the basis for this article. 

But there is another link with Kogarah in this story, As a member ofKogarah Historical Society, 
you will be aware that we are building up information on the former Carlton Stadium. 
Recently we mounted an exhibition of the boxers who fought there in the 1930s. One young 
fighter we featured, since we received newscuttings about his career, was Herb Wright. Billed as 
the Copper Top from Bexley, he was enjoying a promising future which was cut short when 
he was involved in an accident while riding his bike. His untimely death occurred on 16th 
October 1936. 

Herbert Wright was the brother of Jack Wright, born in Kogarah on 24th April 1916. 

Next time you are driving along the coast road to Wollongong, it will be interesting to call and 
pay tribute to a Kogarah boy, who, to quote from his obituary, 

Inspired many with his unwavering belief that we are all responsible to try to bring about the 
betterment of SOCiety. 



(fHOMAS DEAN - ARTIST 
1857 -1947 

Thomas Dean was a renowned Australian artist who lived in Kogarah for most of his adult life 
but who has never been written up in any standard biographical reference books. 
He was born in Worksop, Nottinghamshire UK in 1857, the son of William and Harriet (nee 
Heath) Dean. From the age of ten he was forced to work as a child labourer in the coal mines to 
supplement the income of his impoverished family. But Thomas was self educated and grew up 
with a gentle and refined manner of speech. 

At an early age he and his brother decided to emigrate either to Canada or Australia, Thomas 
favouring Australia because it was wanner. He sailed with his wife, Jane, on the ship 
Commonwealth and arrived in Sydney on June 5, 1877. 

Thomas went to Maitland where he had relatives who worked in the coal mines there, but he 
chose to join the railways and was employed as a fettler on the Breeze Plain. But life in a tent in 
a fettlers' camp did not suit his young English wife and she left him to share his campsite with a 
kangaroo. 

It was on the Breeze Plain that his interest in photography blossomed. He took photographs 
and processed them himself, learning all the time. He met a companion who was an artist and 
itinerant painter and the two shared the skills of their crafts. 

He moved to Kogarah where he was appointed ganger on the steam trams and took a flat above 
one of the shops in Railway Parade, between Derby and Gray Streets. His sixteen year old 
cousin, Mary Lowbridge, came from Newcastle to keep house for him, and she met and married 
Reginald Thompson in the Kogarah Methodist Church. The couple lived with Thomas Dean 
and their son, Eric, was born on May 18,1922, not at Kogarah but at his grandmother's house 
at 35 Gosford Road, Adamstown. This was probably because Reginald was building his own 
home at 63 Ocean Street, Kogarah, the second house to be built in the street Eric was two 
weeks old when he and his mother moved in. Ken Johns lived nearby on the highway. Now in 
his 60s, Thomas or 'Uncle' as he was always called, came to live with them. 

Thomas remained with his relatives for some years before moving to 1 Station Street, West 
Kogarah where he remained until he died in 1947 aged 91. 

Thomas Dean was a prolific artist and a contemporary of such masters as Tom Roberts and 
Arthur Streeton. His artistic style varied widely and included portraits, photographs, oil 
paintings, seascapes, landscapes and native and exotic flowers. He exhibited with the Art 
Society (Sydney), later the Royal Art Society from 1893 to 1940. He was represented in a folio 
of paintings presented to the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York in 1901. 

A number of his paintings still' retain the original hand carved frames with stylised decorative 
motifs of waratahs. From the 1 g]Os to 2008, 170 of his works were sold at auction in Australia 
and New Zealand, but many more are in private ownership. 

His work was the subject of a major exhibition at Anthony Hordens in George Street, Sydney, 
and sales were brisk. When he died on November 23, 1947 a large number of paintings were 
still in his home in Station Street, and these were the subject of a further exhibition. In 1982 a 
collection of his paintings was discovered in the estate of a relative and these were the subject of 
a further exhibition in the O'Meara Picture Gallery at Double Bay. 



2. Thomas Dean - Artist: 

Many of his works were oil on canvas and had rural themes. such as 'Cockatoos in the 
Cornfield' which sold in 2005 for $2,600. Examples of his portraiture still hang in the home of 
his kinfolk, Eric and Meg Thompson, and include a particularly lovely child study of Eric 
Thompson. He painted using family, friends and neighbours as his models. 

INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY ERIC AND MEG THOMPSON. 

******************** 
FROM OUR MEMBER'S MEETING - 14 August 2008 

Laurel and Bob Horton gave a DVD presentation based on the stained glass windows of St. 
Peter's Anglican Church. The DVD was narrated by Bob Horton and showed the many 
windows of the church, along with an explanation of the subject depicted, including an 
explanation of why some windows are fairly plain. 

Bob included the names of the donors of the windows and related details of their relationship 
with StPeters. He also talked about some of the Clergy who have served at the Church. 

The windows are really beautiful and, for those who wish to see them, the St. Peters Cooks 
River History Group conduct afternoons and walks through the area For information phone 
9558 7504 or Email: history@cooksriver.net 



BARTON 
THE ELECTORATE 

PART IV 
by BETTY GOODGER 

The sixth man to represent Barton. was LEONARD JAMES REYNOLDS, from 1958 to 1966. 
He was always known simply as Len Reynolds. Like Evatt, he was a Labor supporter. Born on 
19 November, 1923, he served in the RAAF from 1943-1.946. After qualifying from the 
University of Sydney, he taught for some years before lecturing at Sydney Teachers College. 

During his parliamentary career, he was active in youth organizations and in the provision for 
senior citizens welfare facilities. . 

He was defeated in the 1967 elections, but won his seat back in 1969 and served until 1975, 
when he retired after suffering a heart attack. He then returned to training teachers. 

Troubles concerning his heart continued and he had just returned from a stay in St George 
Hospital and was enjoying dinner with his three sons when he suffered a fatal heart attack and 
died on 14th July 1980 at his home in Sans Souci. 

Senator D. McClelland said of him, "No parliamentarian had served his electorate better". 

In KHS Newsletter of September 1980, there is a note that the Council intended to name a park 
after the late Len Reynolds. No park in Kogarah, however, bears his name. 

The seventh representative for Barton was WilLIAM TEVLIN AR TIIUR from 1966 to 1969. It 
was a swing to Liberal from a long support of Labor. 

He was a local boy, born in Amcliffe on 16 April 1918 and educated at Kogarah High School. 
He was a journalist and political liaison consultant. 

After his political career, Arthur made his home in Canberra but leased a cabin at South Era in 
the Royal National Park as a holiday home. His brothers and sisters inserted a discreet death 
notice in the Sydney Morning Herald stating his death had occurred on March 1, 1982. He was 
aged 63 years. As r searched the local paper for an obituary, to my surprise, I found the 
sensational report that he had been found dead in his cabin at South Era and that a man had been 
arrested in a King's Cross bar and charged with his murder on or about 28 February 1982. 

Arthur had met Garry Andrew Wait in November 1981 when he worked as a waiter at Griffith, 
ACT but probably had no knowledge of his background. It was revealed at his trial that he had 
a history of psychiatric trouble and had stabbed his brother in law in 1978, while under the 
influence of drugs. 

At the trial Wait tried to plead manslaughter but it was shown that he had stabbed Arthur eleven 
times in the back, as he sat working on a crossword puzzle. He was convicted of murder and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 
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2. Barton IV: 

So ended the life of the seventh man to represent Barton. I wonder how many voters in Barton 
followed the case with a mixture of fascination and horror. 

The eighth representative was LEONARD JAMES REYNOLDS. He was reelected and held the 
seat of Barton from 1969 to 1975. His service to Barton amounted to 14 years. 

REFERENCES 
Obituary for Len Reynolds in Leader 16 July 1980 
Bill Arthur- S"MH 12 March 1982, 5 February 1983 p.6, 17 February 1983 p. 8 
Leader 10 March 1982 
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"Wild Ride - The Rise and Fall of Cobb & Co." 
Mavis Ward reports on our May 8 Meeting. 

Our speaker, Sam Everingham, is the author of "Wild Ride - The Rise and Fall of 
Cobb & Co" which tells the story of the Cobb & Co Family, Cobb & Co being a name 
used for many years by several unrelated coach companies. 

The original Freeman Cobb, a 21 year old American who came to Australia and, with 
his partner, George Mowton, set up a goods transport company but, after three years, 
Mowton decided to return to the U.S. Although disappointed, Cobb saw the need for a 
passenger transport service, especially with the growth of the gold rush. He was a 
good marketer and, with a few good horsemen and American style coaches, he went 
into business. American coaches were chosen because they were well sprung and 
could travel faster and further between stops, very helpful considering the rough roads 
they had to cope with. These trips required a good deal of organisation - staff and 
accommodation for overnight stops, changes of horses, drivers, booking agents, delays 
because of muddy roads or swollen creeks, etc. 



2. Wild Ride: 

Having a passenger transport system was good, but think of the disadvantages - 
"smelly" passengers cramped together for hours, not to mention personality 
differences, all this added to the rough roads. Sturdy horses were needed and a good 
deal of experimentation went into breeding suitable types. At one stage it was 
suggested that donkeys be used because of their strength but that didn't work. 

Carrying mail was a lucrative part of the business but competition came with the 
development of the railway around the '70s and this meant faster and cheaper travel. 
However, the company did expand into places like Orange, Forbes and Goulbum with 
the discovery of more gold fields, especially where there was a river, handy for 
watering the horses. 

Cobb & Co began building their coaches in NSW, increasing them from four to six 
horse size, with some having twelve horses. Now, how did drivers control twelve 
horses? They carried small pebbles and threw them at the ears of the front horses to 
indicate the direction to be followed. Must have been pretty good shots! This was no 
trouble to Cabbage Tree Ned, one of Cobb & Co's experienced drivers. 

The ~v~ of the railway would have been very welcome. to passengers but serious 
competition for the company. Travel by sea between seaside ports, eg Sydney and 
Melbourne, became very popular because it was cheaper and more comfortable. This 
was easy to understand when we saw the pictures of the coaches and some of the 
"hotels" where passengers had to spend overnight stops. 

Mail was most important to businesses as well as families and having a mail contract 
obliged the contractor to make sure that the mail was delivered regularly, every week. 
If a coach was bogged, the driver would detach the coach and carry on with the horses 
and mailbags, rather than risk losing the contract. Passengers were secondary to the 
mail and would have to wait until help arrived. 

Sam showed us a number of slides depicting the experiences of passengers and added 
stories of some humorous incidents. No doubt not so funny at the time, but they 
helped us to understand what travel in those days was all about. We were also able to 
see the development of the coach styles which indicated the growth of the company. 

Ownership of the company changed hands and expanded over the years, still retaining 
the name. The ramifications of Cobb & Co played a large part in our history and Sam, 
through is extensive research, made it a very interesting story 

Mondays at the Museum 
September 22 at 10.00am 

Book now! 
Enjoy the usual delicious morning tea in the Museum courtyard 

then join our speaker 

CHRISTINE McKENNA 
who takes a look at women's underthings using original and 

reproduction examples. 
Phone 9546 1580 to reserve your place. 



(/J , 

Mavis Ward reports on our July 28 Mondays at the Museum 
and the story of Rita Bloomfield 

We had a very pleasant morning on Monday, 28 July, when our multi-talented 
member, Daphne Kingston, told us the story of Rita Bloomfield, a not so well-known 
sculptor and artist. Daphne was interested in slab houses and, when visiting one such 
house in Bringelly, she discovered that it had been owned by Rita Bloomfield which 
set her off searching for information. Beverley McManus, Rita's neighbour, and her 
painting friends around Camden, were the source of much of the knowledge she 
needed. 

It is known that Rita was born in 1909 but no details have been found of the location 
or of her childhood and education. According to the Electoral Roll, her parents lived 
in Bexley, for some time at 19 Monomeath Street. That address now houses villas. 

Later Rita attended Julian Ashton Art School, located at the Queen Victoria Markets. 
She is quoted as saying "That is all J wanted to do ever since J picked up a pencil as a 
child" There she met sculptor Rayner Hoff who became her sculpture teacher at East 
Sydney Technical School and they remained friends until his death in 1937. Rita 
accompanied Rayner on a visit to Norman Lindsay and she was "quite disgusted" 
with what she saw there. She also spent some time teaching at the tech. 

Rita worked at Grounds Studio in Newtown, making statues and mannequins for 
department stores. They also made displays for store windows and Daphne showed 
us photographs of the type of work she produced, some of which was very elaborate 
and detailed. Her achievements included a sculpture of The Little Mermaid, to be 
placed in the Bowral garden of Miss Robinson, the founder of the Minerva Theatre. 
Over the years this sculpture has deteriorated but it is now being restored. 

Among other works, Rita made a replica of Rowe's Trevi Fountain, famous fOJ; its 
legend of three coins. According to Rita's scrapbook, dated 1968, this piece was 20' 
long and held 400 gallons of water. We saw a photograph of it and it certainly 
looked magnificent. She made the Angels in St Benedict's Church in Broadway and 
it is suggested that the statue of St Benedict may also have been made by her. 

Rita later bought the slab hut and 25 acres of land at Bringelly, which horrified her 
relatives. She paid off her land by breeding and selling pigs, taking them to 
Flemington Markets in a home made trailer. One night while waiting for a pig to 
give birth, the thought that she would never marry, crossed her mind. Fort a moment 
she was shocked but then decided to get on with her life. 

She made her slab hut comfortable, adding two air conditioners, stained glass 
windows and learned to lay bricks for a verandah. She called her home Coonong and 
shared it with numerous animals. She had many friends, lived life "at a gallop", 
joined art societies and was a founding member of Cabramatta Art Society. 

As well as her paintings, for which she won a number of prizes, Rita continued with 
her sculptures. When somebody suggested that Dame Nellie Melba was not 
sufficiently recognised, she built a sculpture of Dame Nellie which was six feet tall 
and showed faces of some of the characters Dame Nellie had played, peeping out 
from between the folds of her gown. A beautiful piece of work! 



2. Rita Bloomfield: 

One of Rita's good friends was Stafford Bullen of Animal World and she allowed 
Beaver and his wife. Marie. to permanently park their caravan on her land, including 
agistment for his horses. In exchange, they gave Rita her meals and help when 
needed. This arrangement lasted for 23 years, during which time she repaired 
damaged figures from Bullens, as well as broken statues in churches. 

Rita's eyes eventually failed due to macular degeneration and, after a series of falls, 
she went into a nursing home at Camden where she died in 1997. Her ashes were 
buried in her garden, under her favourite rose bush. 

Daphne is also an artist - she paints and sketches - and obviously enjoyed researching 
the life of a fellow artist. She has a quiet, warm and unassuming manner and we 
thank her for her interesting and informative talk. 
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fit! JIGSAW 

The jigsaw was invented in the 1760s by John Spilsbury, a cartographer who lived in London, 
but it wasn't until 191 0 that 'jigsaw' became the accepted name. 

As a teaching aid for geography, Spilsbury mounted some of his maps on thin board and cut 
them along their country boundaries. He then boxed and sold them. 

Subsequently, different subjects began to appear, including biblical, historical and moral 
examples. These early puzzles were quite expensive as they were mounted and boxed in 
mahogany, but during the 19th century cheaper softwood ones appeared with subjects no 
longer confined to the schoolroom. 

Just before the First World War, a company called Raphael Tuck revolutionised the jigsaw 
market hy using plywood for its puzzles. This meant they could be cut more intricately, which 
attracted a more adult market, resulting in a jigsaw craze on both sides of the Atlantic. Later, 
in the 1930s, out went plywood and in came cardboard and die-stamping - Woolworths sold 
cardboard jigsaws for as little as sixpence and they can still be bought relatively cheaply today. 

Auction houses hold regular toy and juvenilia sales - how much you pay depends on age, 
condition and subject. 
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Just a thought . 

At twenty we worry about what others think about us; at forty we don't care what others think 
about us; at sixty we discover that they haven't been thinking about us at all. 
Anonymous. 


