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MONTHLY MEETINGS
General Monthly Meetings are held in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, '
Kogarah on the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm.
The Speaker is followed by afternoon tea then a short business meeting.

Speakers
No meeting ¥
¥Lesley Muir ¥ will revisit WWl Battlefields with

,

an illustrated talk on the. WWl Battlefields and
Cemeteries - Gallipoli and the Western Front.'
A look at changes over-the last 20 years as a result
of the huge surge in battlefield tourism.

Committee MeetiDgs
January

No meeting. .

February 2 7.~

1J9OO Forest Road Peakhurst

NEW MEMBERS

memtm'were recorded.
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No new
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Museum Roster
January

j

4
11
18
25

February
1 Gilda Tilia & Evelyn Buckingham
Coralie & Albert Lewin
5 Trudy Johns & Flizabeth Emerson
22 B~ Ooodger & Janette Hollehone

Carole Tier & Ken Grieve
Mavis Ward & Mary Wllliams
Trudy Johns & Flizabeth Emerson
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone
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AUSTRALIA DAY
Monday 26th January 2009
Museum will be open from Ipm to 6pm

If you can help by attending at reception at any time during that period please phone
Flizabeth Emerson on 9546 4149

*
MUSIC - MUSIC - MUSIC - at the Museum in 2009
Enjoy the music of our local Bands on the 3rd Sunday of each month
between 2pm and 4pm.
Bring a rug or a chair and listen to music in the beautiful surroundings of
Carss Bush Park.
Museum is open from Ipm to Spm each Sunday.

*
Mondays at the Museum

will continue in 2009
A flyer with details and dates will be included in the next Newsletter.

**********************
New Year Greetings to YQU ali ....
Let us hope that many new friendships will be formed
and old friendships renewed In 2009.
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Houses, ,with
,

,a Story to Te."

.
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Houses and their Heritage came alive for the intrepid adventurers from the Society and friends
who undertook a tour, led by Beverley Earnshaw, on Thursday 20 November. A patient bus
driver, assisted by navigator, Janette Hollebone, and a very pleasant stop for morning coffee at
Southern Antiques, on the Princes Highway, all added to the enjoyment.
The day started in Penshurst and took us to Mortdale, Oatley, Hurstville, Kogarah Bay and Sans
Souci. We saw 46 houses, ranging in styles from Workmen's Cottages, War Service Homes,
Californian Bungalows, Federation, Victorian Gothic and ltalianat.e to Art Deco. All with a story
to tell, and who better to tell it than Beverley.

~.

We heard about the original and current families, we heard about the changes the houses had
undergone, family homes to hospitals or schools or retirement homes, sometimes coming back
to private ownership. The redoubtable Mrs.Bsie Burcher featured prominently in the stories,
saving many an historic home from demolition (although not decay) by opening it as a rooming
house for men. Some of the notable homes were seen in Vista Street, Sans Souci where Sir
Joseph Carruthers (former Premier of NSW) lived. Next door, Harold Fraser of cricketing
fame had lived and given a ~r
Don Bradman's 21st birthday.
We were able to inspect, first hand, the before and after of renovation of old buildings at
Sunnyside (Princes Highway, Kogarah) when 'the current owner allowed us inside his
wonderful home, still in the process of being restored. We saw the house, Kellaton, where the
ill-fated trimaran. the Waka Torn, was built in the front yard, much to the amazement and
interest of residents and hundreds of visitors. It sailed out of the Bay in 1968 never to return.
So much history. so little time in a morning.but how grateful we are that our area has so many of
these wonderful houses and stories to tell. It made me appreciate again the importance of
having an organisation like the National Trust, dedicated to conservation of historic buildings
and the need to protect and preserve our precious history so that our children too can appreciate
their origins.

If you would like to know about more historic houses in our area, the Kogarah Historical
Society publication, Houses and Heritage, by Beverley Earnshaw is available from the Society
or from Carss Cottage Museum.
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Did you ever¥.¥...¥
Buy a pair of baby shoes (last century) that were made at a small factory in Oatley? Alan
Cuthbertson has donated to KHS the text of his talks on his grandfather, Albert Ernest
Cuthbertson, (always known as Bert}. who started the business about 1928. Their proud boast
was that "We have become the biggest manufacturer of babies' soft-soled shoes in the
So~thern Hemisphere:. S~~ ~heap imports from the ~
finally forced the family out of
busuness.
~
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The heading in an article published in the September/October
Newsletter should have read 'The Big Coal Nugget' not the Big Gold Nugget.
The Editor apologises for this typographical error.

issue of our
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ANNUAL',FEES

,

Included in thls N"";_1s
a~
Renewal Form.
The due date for payment of fees is 1st February 2009

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Kogarah Historical Society Inc. Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday, 12th
March 2009 at lpm in the Kogarah School of Arts, Bowns Road, Kogarah.
We have appreciated the attendance of members at our meetings held throughout 2Cm.
An important part of this meeting wiD be the election of the Management Committee
for the next 12 months.
'.
'
Each person standing for election must be nominated and a Nomination Form is
enclosed with this Newsletter. The Form must be signed by the person being
nominated and by two nominators and handed to the Secretary prior to the
commencement of the Annual Gen~ Meeting.
This is your opportunity to exercise your right to vote and so be part of this procedure.

As usual, the Meeting will include a short talk by one of our own members and the opportunity
to chat with fellow members over a cup of tea or coffee.
Your attendance at this Meeting is valued and appreciated ¥

¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥
Unsung Heroes
A hook compiled by Kogarah Municipal Council,
is to be launched in April.
The title, suggested by our member, Betty Reynolds, will be
''K~arah 's Vo1untec:r Heroes"
Betty was the only one of our members who put forward a title suggestion.
This was then submitted by Beverley Earnshaw to the hook committee
and was accepted.
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and did you know

..

That Dr. Lamrock, the pioneer doctor of Belgrave Street, Kogarah, enjoyed a game of chess and
often hosted a jolly party for his fellow members of the St. George Chess Club, over a hundred
years ago.? They met at the School of Arts and competed against other suburbs.
In our growing Manusuipt Collection, is their Scoring Book for 1898 to 1906.
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p Handel, youngest child of Alfred Handel, was born in 19.31 at Croydon NSW. He left

WriY' school at the end of 1946: aged 1 S, and went to work at his' faih~,'s studio at 531 Elizabeth
\\

Street, Surry Hills. His father was the only artist in the business at the time and when Alfred
died after a short illness in October 1948, young Philip aged 17 Was left the responsibility of
continuing the business if at all possible.
Philip was very inexperienced, having had only two years' training, but the great support
he received from clergy, family and friends enabled him to survive the crisis. His early work
relied heavily on his father's designs and drawings, but he gradually gained confidence and
soon developed his own distinctive style.
The art work for stained glass windows is drawn and colouipd with metal based paint
stained with chemicals. The colour is painted on then fired into the glass in a kiln. The kiln
does not have to be large as the pictures are fired in small sections.
Ina long and satisfying career spanning over 50 years, Philip Haridelhas been'responsible
for about 900 church windows of many sizes and shapes, traditiional, modem and
contemporary, figured, symbolic and abstract. He is now retired and returns to his workshop
only occasionally to carry out repairs on his own and his father's windows.
Some local works to Philip Handel's credit are two contemporary windows in St.Marks
Brighton-Ie-Sands which were deisgned by Graham Wade and executed by Philip Handel,
and three windows in St.Cuthberts South Carlton. Two of the latter were donated by Mrs
Doris and Dr Joan Hatton.
Philip Handel will take his place in the history of Glass Art in Australia and his hope is
that his work .will berecognised
as a link in the long chain of Stained Glass Heritage.
_.~:
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The A,~i~n WindOw
in St. Cflthherts given by

Dr Joan Hatton in
memory of her brother,
Arthur
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Mondays
, . '

at. the ,!d.useum -

.22 September 2008

with' ChriStine McKenna

' , '

Lid BDieaJh -

talk ~'"WIiiri
An intimii~ look at
'Ibis was an intriguing subject and we were not
disappointed when we found how interesting and revealing it was.
The title' of Christine

Mc~~s'

women's under1h/ngs".'

Christine's interest in Australian history and clothing began during her school days
and has remained-with her.
She began taking part in bush ranger enactments,
involving dressing up - crinolines and all - and had some humorous stories to tell
about these activities. Her clothes came originally from her Grandmother's collection
but she later attended a TAFE course to learn to make complete outfits in authentic
style.
,.
Christine showed us a number of items of clothing Which she learned to make and
stressed that her garments must be authentic reproductions and historically correct.
Therefore, all the garments we saw had been accurately reproduced. An assignment
at T AFE required students to produce a complete outfit "from the skin out" and we
were able to see photographs of Christine's effort - a great achievement.
The work
put into a lady's wardrobe in those days must have required so much patience as well
as needleworkskills, long since generally lost, but Christine's presentation assured us
that interest and appreciation of this art are certainly not forgotten.
Christine had a number of items to demonstrate the procedure to be followed by the
ladies when it came to getting dressed. Beginning with divided drawers, always made
large with tapes at the waistline for adjustment, then camisole, corsets, stockings,
various petticoats, 'pockets' (attached by ties) bustles of various shapes and sizes, also
cages for hooped skirts if required. All this before the dress goes on and, even after
that, they might also need a scarf or some other type of neck wear, as well as
padding for 'leg of mutton' sleeves to accentuate the shape. It really was layer upon
layer and was certainly not a five minutes operation. All this underwear was hand
embroidered, often trimmed with lace - women have always enjoyed pretty things,
even though they might not ever be seen. We wonder about the discomfit of wearing
all these layers in hot weather and what about the washing and ironing!
Whilst feeling for the women being trussed up in their corsets, or stays as they were
known, we found that men also wore these garments to ensure good posture. So the
suffering was apparently somewhat shared.
To illustrate the range of clothes, this is a list of requirements given to convict women
when they were comingáto Australia. It is presumed that it wasn't expected that
replacement clothing would be available when they got here. However, we wonder
how convicts would be able to acquire all this.

12 Petticoats
18 Long Nightdresses
18 Short Nightdresses

30 Long Chemises
18 Shifts
1 Dress Improver

30 Nightcaps
36 Pocket Handkerchiefs
3 Morning Dressing Gowns 1 Marmo Dress
1 Flannel Gown
8 Bed Sheets

6 Mosquito Drawers
'18 Long Cloth Drawer
18 Flannel 'Drawers
36 prs Cotton Stockings
12 prs Marino Stockings
12 Pillow Cases

We had a lot of laughs with Christine's stories and we (at least the ladies) are
certainly glad that fashions have now changed so much. We ~,abrtuDItc 10 have
had so many authentic examples, displayed with _;q ~tMali -.;,.
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Mondays at the Museum -

11 Sep~mber 2008

BUl Allen returned for his third visit to talk to us about Sydney

Wharves

,I

F~,

Rivers and

;

Bill is a historian and was first attracted to ferries in 1942 wheh he was just four years
old and that interest bas continued through his life. He now has a collection of some
thousands of photographs supporting the knowledge he has .gathered over the years.
His aim is to pass his records on to future generations so that the history and romance
of the ferries won't be lost.
----, ,
_
Using PowerPoint slides, we had a fascinating trip along the Lane Cove and
Parramatta Rivers, following the routes of the old ferries and visiting the old and some
of the up-dated wharves, which were built to cater for more modern ferries.

It was interesting to learn about the conditions of travel aboard the ferries and on the
wharves, some of which would have surely been less than comfortable, especially
when it was raining. Waiting for ferries on uncovered wharves would have been
pretty dismal. On commuter trips, passengers usually had set routines such as always
having their own regular seating arrangements and segregating themselves into various
groups.
Picnic grounds, one of which was called Fairy Land and tea rooms were very popular
and no doubt provided many happy hours. People arrived by ferry, the ladies wearing
long dresses and hats and the gentlemen in suits, ties and hats, all carrying their picnic
basket - real baskets unlike the eskys we use today. I wonder how they would have
felt if the could have seen today's style - shorts, thongs, tinnies and sun tan oil. But,
no doubt, their version would have been as much fun, maybe even more so.
'
To highlight the comparison, Bill had photographed a Manly ferry alongside one of the
old wharve which demonstrated the meeting of the old and the new. He also had a
similar picture of one of the 'River Cats, showing the progress of life on the rivers, a
vast difference from the present day activities on our rivers.

After all his research Bill is now
concerned about the future of the rivers
because of the accumulation of silt,
resulting from dredging which has taken
place.
He also feels strongly that the
removal of shipping from Sydney
Harbour will be seriously detrimental to
the condition of the harbour. It would
indeed be sad to allow the beauty of our
Waterwaysto be spoilt.
However,"we'-caii.'
sillilci'mi"'_D8tion take' Us on jOmDeyS, travelling on the ferries,
especially with Bill's interesting commentary helping us to appreciate life as it ~ in
days past.

POSTCARDS
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(known in the U.S. as Deltiology)

I
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In Cans Cottage Museum we have quite a collection of postcardS.whJch have been displayed
on more than one occasion, and at one of ote: Society meetings last year Pam leW took us on
a trip through memory lane with a talk and display of her wonderful collection of old
photographs and postcards.
Collecting Postcards is the 3rd largest collectable hobby in the world. surpassed only by coins
and stamps.
The reasons? ... price (compared to other collectables) - availability - constant supply - and
appeal. Almost any subject bas been portrayed on a postcard.
In spite of advances in technology, postcards still travel around the world in staggering
numbers. Antique and vintage postcards make wonderful gifts.
~'

.

How did they start? It seems that the earliest postcards were printed around the late 1860s.
They depicted patriotic, musical, comical and valentine scenes. Postcards have been printed on
all manner of materials -leather, metal, wood, plastic, silk and of course, paper.
Cards can be beautiful, some historical, some funny, some sad, some joyful, some
commemorative. Some will make your laugh - some will make you cry. From cute children to
evocative nudes - from cute kittens to wild and exotic animals - they Cover all races, religions,
nationalities, groups, topics and holidays.

In the early 1900s the 'divided back' allowed messages to be written on the back of the card.
Changing technology in the 1930s enabled the printing of cards on linen type paper with very
bright colours. View cards were the mainstay for collectors. Almost as basic as the view cards
was the greeting card used for Christmas, Easter, birthdays, and special holidays.

I
I

Postcard collecting has always been fun and a good investment, especially of antique and
historical cards and in spite of the rises in postage costs over the years remains a popular.
hobby. Millions of postcards are exchanged annually.
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