Kogarah Historical Society Inc
Carss Cottage Museum - Carss Park
Postal Address P.O.Box 367. Kogarah 1485
Patron: The Mayor of Kogarah

President Janette Hollebone 95297117

Newsletter
March -April, 2009
ew Series Volume 1 No.1

Carss Cottage Museum, Carwar Avenue, Carss Park
Open every Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm
Meetings and Speaker
Thursday 12 March

Thursday 9 April

AGM and election of Management
Committee.
peaker: Janette Hollebone on the
history of the Kogarah Hotel and the
troud family who ran it for many
years.

"Show and Tell'. Members are invited
to bring an interesting item and give a
brief history.
Please contact tbe President if you
would like to participate. 9529 7 J 17

Meetings are held at the School 0/ 'Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker. then the
opportunity to chat over afternoon leu.. A short business meetingfollows.

2

Mondays

at the Museum

These will resume on 23 March with Doug Minty as the first speaker for 2009. Doug is a
former winner of the Inventor of the Year Award and he will talk about biomedical
inventions and how medical inventions improve the quality of life for patients, young and
old. (See enclosedflyer for full details.)

Welcome
A very warm welcome to new members:

John Grant of Carss Park
Mr & Mrs B K Hart of Peakhurst
Deidre & Graeme Schroeder of Carss Park
We hope you have a long and happy association with the Society

Museum

Roster

March

April

1 st Carole Tier & Ken Grieve

5th Gilda Tilia & Evelyn Buckingham

8th Mavis Ward & Mary Williams

iz"

is" Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson

19th Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson

22nd Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

26th Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

Coralie & Albert Lewin

29th Cath & Leo Sullivan
Hours are 1 pm - 5 pm. Any problems, please contact Elizabeth Emerson on 9546 4149
Any members who are willing to volunteer for a regular spot at the Museum or to be on the
emergency list, please contact Elizabeth or a committee member.
Executive Committee
President:
Vice President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Janette Hollebone
Beverley Earnshaw
Beryl Butters
Gill Whan
Cath Sullivan

Ph: 95297117
Ph: 9546 1091
Ph: 95806954
Ph: 9546 4623
Ph: 95796149

Committee meetings
2 March 09,700 pm
6 April 09, 7.00 pm
4 May 09,7.00 pm

Trudy Johns: 2/900 Forest Road, Peakhurst
Beverley Earnshaw: 15 Hamer Street, Kogarah Bay
Mavis Ward: 2/14 Resthaven Road, South Hurstville

Membership fees for the Society - $8.00 per annum (single), $12.00 per annum (couple)
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Meeting - 12 February 2009
Lesley Muir has visited us several times, always happy to share some of her vast knowledge
of Australian history. On this occasion she chose to talk about WWl Battlefields and
Cemeteries of Gallipoli and the Western Front. Lesley visited these areas some years ago
and again last year, so that she could describe, with photographs, the changes which have
come about, mainly due to the interest shown by visitors and tourists.
We have all heard many stories and official history of the battles, the military mistakes, the
suffering, comradeship and bravery of the troops, particularly the Australians and New
Zealanders. Lesley added another interest when she explained the circumstances which
lead up to the declaration of war in the first place.
Wilhelm Kaiser, grandson of Queen Victoria, wanted to make his country like England so he
built up a large naval force and formed a strategic alliance with Austria/Hungary and the
Balkan States, involving the Ottoman Empire. This escalated to feuding between European
States, and when Russia and France ignored Germany's order to demobilise and Belgium
refused passage through that country to attack France, Germany marched through and overran Belgium. Britain objected to this and, when war was declared, Australia offered
support.
The AIF (Australian Imperial Forces) and New Zealand troops were first sent to train in
Egypt and from there to Gallipoli and France. They were known as the Australia New
Zealand Army Corp and supplies were marked' ANZAC' -- that was the origin of the name.

We saw many photographs
showing the Gallipoli area,
highlighting the terrain which
was so challenging to the
landing troops, as well as maps
identifying the location of
battle sights, cemeteries and
places of interest we were
hearing about. We were able
to envisage the hardship the
troops
had
to
endure,
especially life in the trenches
without even basic necessities
or protection from the weather.
Diseases, as well as wounds,
took a huge toll and added to
Landing place at Ari Burnu Point from Walker's Ridge.
the tough conditions.
Road shows widening where a section was removedfrom the
cliff
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Photographs

of the cemeteries and memorials reminded us of the men who fought and died

there and included
former enemies.
and memorials

tributes from the Turks, who later came to honour and respect their

One notable character was Simpson with his famous donkey. Cemeteries
to the Turkish troops are also there, including

Mustafa Kemal-Attaturk,

a large statue to honour

the Turkish Commander.

Perhaps the most well-known
monument in Belgium is the Menin
Gate where a group of local firemen
play 'The Last Post' at 8.00 pm daily,
a custom only interrupted during
the German occupation in WW2.
This ceremony is witnessed by local
people, as well as tourists, whose
numbers are increasing each year.

Menin Gate, Belgium

By the time Australian troops got to Belgium, it had been taken over by the Germans and
thousands of our soldiers were killed there. Where bodies could not be identified, names
were recorded on memorial walls. There are a number of cemeteries containing the remains
of Australian troops and these are tended to by local people showing the country's lasting
gratitude for the sacrifices made to save them. With typical Aussie humour, the soldiers left
their own 'trademark' with signs such as "Pub Le Canberra" and "Rue Melbourne".
We have all known somebody who was touched by the "Great War" and Lesley's
presentation made the stories more meaningful and realistic. With ANZAC Day
approaching, it was an opportune time for us to pause to think about the history of that
special day.

LEST
Mavis Ward

WE

FORGET
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Peter Orlovich
Our speaker in October 2008 was the well known Dr Peter Orlovich who is currently the
Archivist with the National Institute of Dramatic Art, also a member of the Society and has
previously entertained and enlightened us on local and historical information.
Peter was originally a teacher and always had an interest in archiving so that, when a post at
the Mitchell Library became available, he decided to make a change so that he could follow
his interest in cataloguing and archiving. He later moved to the position of Archives Officer
at Kogarah Council, in which position he assisted us on a number of occasions.
On this occasion Peter explained the history of land grants authorised by Governor Arthur
Phillip in NSW and Norfolk Island. These grants ranged in size from 10 to 140 acres during
the period from 3 January to 8 December 1792.
Peter explained the system of Old Style Titles and Torrens Title as they existed in that period,
also the methods of archiving. We were all provided with lists of the names of grant
recipients and copies of maps detailing their locations.
It was a very enlightening talk on early settlement in NSW and we thank Peter for helping us
to appreciate some of the procedures which were part of the establishment of our early
settlement.

Mavis Ward

Welcome to Clinton Johnston who has joined the staff of Kogarah
Library, replacing Alison Grellis. It was good to meet him at our
February meeting. The Joan Hatton room in the library continues to
open on Mondays 1 - 4 pm, Wednesdays 4 - 7 pm and Thursdays 10
am - 1 pm. Other hours can be arranged by appointment.

Unsung Heroes
The book celebrating the civic and community activities of 50 of Kogarah' s Volunteer
Heroes will be launched at the Kogarah Library Cultural Centre on 7 April at 2 pm.

This is a free event, there is wheelchair access and refreshments will be served. Bookings are
essential. Ph: 93309519

Note to Members: If you need assistance with transport to attend our meetings you can contact
Carole Tier Ph: 9527 2403.
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Page 2 0/ KHS audited financial statement

Kogarah Historical Society Incorporated
Reconciliation Statement

Balance at Bank

01 - 02 - 2008

16223.17

Add Income to

31 - 01 - 2009

13974.46
30197.63

Total

Less Expenditure to

31 - 01 - 2009

15936.20

Bank Balance
as per statement

31 - 01 - 2009

14261.43

Fixed Deposits at St George Bank
and

60000.00
12000.00

I have audited the records of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. and in my opinion the records
are well kept and the financial statements drawn up for the period 01.02.2008 to 31.01.2009
reflect fairly the position of the organization.
Signed:
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Death of a Pioneer
On Wednesday morning one of the pioneers of the district-Mr Edmond English-passed to
his rest at the ripe old age of 94 years, from cerebral haemorrhage. On May 18, 1912, Mr
English attained his ninety-fourth year and it is scarcely believable that his recollection was
clear respecting the many events of his long career. He, however, had the crystalline memory
that often belongs to those who lead a simple life, marked by clear-cut eras. His coming to
Kogarah in 1857 was one of these. He bought from McNab eighty-seven acres of land, then
far out in the wild bush, now the flourishing township of Kogarah.
Interviewed last year Mr English said-"The Moores and the Blakes were our first
neighbours. I started the first market garden, but you will understand that I had first to clear
the ground and put up a house .. _. The present house, with some additions, was built of locally
obtained stone, and I may say that practically I built it myself. There was in those days, no
church-that is, no Roman Catholic Church-nearer than St Benedict's, 13 miles away, and,
once a month, I walked there and back to service on a Sunday. Railways were not even
thought of along the southern suburbs, and unless you got a lift in a team or a gig, there was
no way of getting into the city but on shank's pony. In later years Messrs English, Moore and
Father Terry purchased the present site of St Patrick's, and gave it to the Church, also
building the schoolhouse with their own hands.
"The ground, when cleared, was very fertile, and everything grew plentifully. We had large
numbers of natives all around us, but they were a gentle, kindly lot, who never did any harm.
King Kogarah, after whom the bay was named, had been dead some time, but there were
some boat-builders living at Tom Ugly's, and I remember two vessels of some considerable
size, being built and launched."
"Did you come directly to Kogarah when you arrived in Australia?" he was asked.
"No. I had to earn money to buy land. In Ireland, I worked for a pound a week on the
railways, but in 1850 when I arrived in the Colony, I earned as much as 15/- a day. There
were 14 married couples (of which we were one) on the vessel in which we came to
Australia, there being 251 young women, who were placed under our care, and therefore we
were allowed half our fare. I walked from Sydney to the Turon diggings and back. Indeed I
walked the distance twice, for I returned to see that my wife was well. My brother had gone
to the diggings in Victoria, and I went there, and only by chance came across him. It was in
Bendigo. I had just arrived, and was starting work, when some other digger asked me, 'Are
you the brother of James English? You are so like him.' When I got land in Kogarah, I gave
him 27 acres, and it came back to the family at his death."
Mr English spoke of the traffic that used to come by the main South road before the building
of the Illawarra and South Coast Railway. The teams used to make the hotel in Kogarah a
resting place for the night, and therefore he built the Kogarah Hotel, which for many years
was kept by his son. It was a very busy district for the over-landers, and the property of Mr
English, lying along the road gained additional value.
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One of Mr English's memories is of a fight between Larry Foley and Sandy Ross, when a
great supper was given in his house the night after the encounter.
"The police were out looking for them," said Mr English, "for pugilism was against the law
then, but one eye must have been shut, for they could see where the crowd was round Frog
Hollow (near Como Bridge) where the fight took place. The police were across the river, and
remained there. It was a great time!"
Right up to the time of his death Mr English retained his faculties and was keenly interested in all
local affairs, and in parliament particularly.
Mr English, with Messrs J B Carroll, Pat Moore, P Weber, and H West, were the original road trust
from Cook's River to Bottle Forest, and in the early days it was no uncommon sight to see residents
take roadmaking into their own hands for the general benefit, and this went on until municipal
incorporation.

The English family taken on May 6, 1908 at The Homestead'. One friend and forty-two relatives gathered there
to celebrate the 90th birthday of Edmond English. The gathering included thirty of his grandchildren.

The funeral took place at Sutherland on Thursday, after a short service at St Patrick's, Kogarah, the
Rev Father O'Driscoll officiating. Among those present at the graveside were James, Patrick, and
John English (sons), Mesdames Clune and M Murray, and Miss Kate English (daughters), and their
respective families. The Lord Mayor of Sydney (Aid G T Clarke) and Deputy Town Clerk W G
Layton, Messrs J Clune, M Murray, M Clune, Ludlow, H Clune, T Clune, E Clune, P J Moore, E
Blake, E Schuman, J Schofield, E Mascord, G Venn, G Gates, M McCole, W F Stroud, G Easton, M
Conway, T Conway, H, C, and J Mullarkey, H Roarty, J Keep, J South, J Quoyle, L Carroll, J F
Hegerty, W Blake, J Blake, F Blake, A Blake, G Colbran, W Broadbridge, H Hatfield, R Tuffy, F
Davis, J Curtis, E Boyle, J Hespe, W G Judd, J Archibald, W Simpson, J Schmitt, W Fitzgerald, H
Mitchell, E Fitzgerald, H J Smith, W Burns, R O'Connor, J O'Brien, G Hill, J Plummer, J Richards, J
Dillon, Wilson, T B Simpson, W Webbe, Walker, P Scahill, T Cuthbert, Wright, Whiteford, O'Meara,
McQuiner, H Walters, J Devitt, S Shannon, W Deane, C Fraser, H Lambert, J Fraser, C Garvin, T H
Connally, T Vaughan, T Dent, G Rosario, J Jordan, H Crichton, J Hawkins, C W Bayliss.

St George Call, July 20, 1912 p5
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A Gentleman's View
Neil Keast was the speaker for Mondays at the Museum in November 2009, report by
Mavis Ward
We had a different view of history on this occasion when Neil Keast related the story of his
father's life as a school teacher in New South Wales country bush schools. Neil is also a
retired teacher and had some interesting memorabilia to show us, the type of equipment used
in past times. He had various items - rulers, inkwells, pens, even a cane, all mounted in a box
frame which he used in his own teaching to show how times had changed. Regarding the
cane, one of his father's sayings was "If you want to be known as a (Sir', that is a Knight of
the Blackboard, then you have to earn the respect".
The tale began when Mr Keast Snr was in a nursing home and Neil requested stories about
his early years. He then started writing about his experiences but, as Neil said, "being a
gentleman, he left out the gossip" however Neil was able to add the missing bits so that, with
his breezy sense of humour, we were treated to a fascinating talk.
To illustrate the story, as Neil read from his father's writings, Neil had photographs of each
of the schools and this made it easy to understand the word pictures and appreciate the
conditions experienced at each place. Most of the towns were almost unheard of then and not
familiar even now.
The first school was at Coolongolook. Getting there introduced him to "off road travelling"
with a stop-over at a country hotel where his new life took an unfortunate tum when the
landlady at the hotel happened upon him while he was 'entertaining' a young lady in his
room. The landlady took exception and unceremoniously threw him out, leaving him with a
long- term bruised ego.
Travel between towns was via the mail truck which familiarised him with local characters,
drivers and passengers. From characters like these he heard a wealth of stories and tales
about their experiences. Although one might wonder about the validity of some of them, they
certainly added colour to the occasion.
Accommodation was also an eye-opener for a young man. Small towns being what they
were, he was often obliged to stay at the school house and the success or otherwise of this
arrangement depended a lot on the hospitality of the Principal's wife. Food, both quality and
quantity was not always to his liking. Sometimes things were better when extra food was
prepared when ladies groups were entertained. (There was no corner store or supermarket to
supplement any shortcomings.) We heard some funny accounts relating to food.
The children presented their share of problems, the numbers being made up of mixed origins,
resulting in frequent playground disputes following remarks such as - "Just who do you think
your dad is anyway" or "My Mum says your Grandfather is an old black wino ". Discipline
was difficult as it was often a problem to work out who was related to whom. Teaching was
another matter - some pupils were very slow learners, especially where parents saw no
advantage in education, therefore did not encourage their children.
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There were many stories about other towns, all liberally accompanied by much humour. Neil
has compiled a book containing his Father's writings, including the "gossip" bits from the
verbal stories. He did this so that his children could learn about the experiences of their
Grandfather. The book hasn't been published, although it would be a great read, so
interesting and so full of humour. Maybe Neil will publish it one day or at least return, at
another meeting, to relate some more stories.

NSW Seniors Week is from 16-27 March 2009. A program of events and diverse
activities has been organized. For full details, pick up a booklet from the next meeting
or contact Jenny O'Neill or Cassie Muttdon, details below.
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TUESD

When:

Tuesday 24 March

Where:

Carss Cottage
Carss Bush Park
I 0:00am-I :OOpm

ime:

Come and learn about Aboriginal culture and ex
an authentic bush tucker lunch.
Lunch wHI be followed by FREE historical tours of Carss
Cottage.
Transport is available.

To register; please contact
-¢-¢-

Jenny O'Neill on 9330 9455
Cassie Muttdon on 93309551
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Who does what in the Society
Janette Hollebone

President
Researcher, registration of photos, security of
Kogarah School of Arts, Museum Roster*/Walk

95297117

Beverley Earnshaw

Vice President
Researcher, speaker at events, author, publications
officer, organizes grants

9546 1091

Beryl Butters

Vice President

95806954

Gill Whan

Han Secretary
Collects mail, correspondence, minutes, key to PO
Box & on emergency list for Museum*, List of
Members

95464623

Cath Sullivan

Han Treasurer
Receipts for all income, pays accounts, monthly
reports, key to PO Box, Museum Roster*, transport
for tours

95796149

Leo Sullivan

Assistant Treasurer, Museum Roster

95796149

Coralie Lewin

Museum Custodian

9546 1580

Registrar of Museum items, displays, group visits,
Mondays at the Museum, Museum Roster* with
Albert, Publicity
Betty Goodger

Researcher, family history enquiries, Museum
Librarian, Museum Roster*/W alk

9570 1101

Carole Tier

Assists Judy Reynolds, prepares speaker's present,

9527 2403

Transports Members to meetings, Museum Roster*
Elizabeth Emerson

Manages Museum Roster, caters for Mondays at the
Museum

95464149

Evelyn Buckingham

Museum Roster

95449110

Gilda Tilia

Caters for Mondays at the Museum, Museum Roster

95462516

Judy Reynolds

Arranges guest speakers

95587172

Lawrie Corry

Helps at Mondays at Museum

Mary Williams

Museum Roster

95472812

Mavis Ward

Confirms speakers, labels and posts newsletter, List
of Members, writes up speakers presentations for
newsletter, organizes lucky door prize, Museum
Roster*, researches equipment for Society

95465704

Trudy Johns

Chief caterer, caters for Mondays at the Museum,
afternoon teas at meetings, Museum Roster*

95347737

