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Newsletter 
Sept - October 

Volume 1 No4 

 

Carss Cottage Museum Open Day will be on Sunday 20 September, 1pm – 5pm. Our new publication on Carss Park 

will be launched that afternoon.  (See enclosed leaflet and back page) 

Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday 10 September 09 

Speaker:  Bill Allen, Former Manager of 

Sydney Ferry Service & Ferry Historian, on 

The History of Sydney Ferries (Talk 4) The 

Balmain to Manly & Watsons Bay run. Bring 

ferry photos for Bill to identify.  

Thursday 8 October 09 

Speaker:  Julian Holland, President of 

Ashfield & District Historical Society on “A 

Share of Public Patronage” focusing on the 

career of James McNaughton, Chemist & 

Druggist, during the convict era.

 

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker, then the 

opportunity to chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting follows. For assistance with transport to 

meetings please contact Carole Tier (9527 2403) 
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Mondays at the Museum 

Two Colonial Philanthropists – This should sharpen your appetite to find out more – Clues:  Both 

were migrants, ethnically and socially different, both unique for their time.  Ray Thorburn is the 

speaker on Monday September 28
th

.  Your entrance fee of $5.00 includes an excellent morning 

tea in the delightful courtyard (don’t miss Gilda’s scones) and the chance to win a door prize. Space 

is limited so book early through Coralie on 9546 1580.   

Welcome 

A very warm welcome to new members: 

Julie McKenzie of Sans Souci 

Leesha Payor of Kogarah Bay and 

Peter Sangster of Kogarah Bay 

 

We hope your association with the Society is a long and happy one. 

 

Museum Roster 

September October 

6
th

  Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 4
th

 Gilda Tilia & Evelyn Buckingham 

13
th 

Mavis Ward & Mary Williams 11
th

 Coralie & Albert Lewin   

20
th

 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 18
st
  Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 

27
th

 Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 25
th 

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

Hours are 1 pm – 5 pm. Any problems, please contact Coralie Lewin on 9546 1580 

 

Any members who are willing to volunteer for a regular spot at the Museum or to be on the 

emergency list, please contact Coralie or any committee member. 

 

Committee 2009 (* denotes Executive) 

President:*  Beverley Earnshaw  Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice President (1):* Janette Hollebone  Ph: 9529 7117 

Vice President(2)* Betty Goodger   Ph: 9570 1101 

Secretary:*  Gill Whan   Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:*  Cath Sullivan   Ph: 9579 6149 

Museum Custodian Coralie Lewin   Ph: 9546 1580 

Committee Members:  Beryl Butters, Mavis Ward, Trudy Johns, 

Judy Reynolds, Carole Tier, Lawrie Corry 

 

Committee meetings 

7 Sept 09, 7.00 pm  Janette Hollebone, 1 Meriel St., Sans Souci 

5 Oct 09, 7.00pm  Public holiday so no meeting 

2 Nov 09, 7.00pm  Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St., Kogarah Bay 
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RAILWAY  STREET,  HURSTVILLE 

West’s Paddock Subdivision - Part 2 

By Ken Kershaw 

 

Part 1 concluded with the first “West’s Paddock” 

subdivision of 1882 which was apparently more of a 

device to swindle the Commissioner for Railways than a 

serious attempt to sell land. 

After railway resumptions and the deviation of Forest 

Road (refer drawing), a redesigned “West’s Paddock” 

subdivision was advertised for auction in 1884, three 

days after the official opening of the railway to 

Hurstville on 15 October.  By that time the land was 

controlled by Messrs Elkington and McCulloch who 

were trustees of The National Permanent Building Land 

and Investment Society.  Although several sources report 

that the auction was well attended and that bidding was 

brisk, the author has been unable to confirm this.  In fact, 

based on Certificates of Title, it would appear that it was 

not until after the subdivision was registered under 

Torrens Title in 1886, and shortly after transferred to the 

Society’s new Trustees, Messrs Bramfield and Gibbs, 

that land began to be sold.  By the end of that year, the 

sale of 24 out of a total of 215 Lots had been registered.  

Four houses were soon built fronting onto Railway 

Street. 

The first sale on Railway Street was of Lots 2 – 5 incl. 

(Sec. 3) between West and Queen (now Empress) 

Streets.  They were purchased in 1886 for ₤446 by John 

Palmer, brother-in-law of William Stroud.  The latter 

purchased the Railway Parade Hotel (now Kogarah Inn) 

at Kogarah in 1886.  At Railway Street John Palmer built 

a pair of two storey terraces on the two central Lots.  The 

Lot at the side of each residence was used as a garden.  

They were named Surreyville (western side) and 

Sussexville (eastern side), and are shown on the 

accompanying illustration.  John Palmer lived initially in 

Sussexville, then moved to Surreyville where he 

remained until his death in 1904.  

Another of the early homes was a two storey residence on Lot 8 (again, between West and Queen 

Streets) built by Thomas Smyth c.1886 and possibly named Ruthven.  It is shown in the background 

of the Palmer Terraces drawing, and in an accompanying photo.  It was occupied by J. T. Mc Innes 

before being purchased in 1894 by Caroline Locke who lived there with her husband Daniel and 

niece Vera Wood.  The Lockes renamed it Florenceville.  Caroline died in 1927 leaving the 

property to her niece Vera who by that time had married Ernest West (no relation to James West or 

his family).  The Wests carried out some major structural repairs, “modernised” it out of all 

recognition, and renamed it Westwood.  Vera West sold it in 1957, although the family had ceased 

living there many years previously. 
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Probably the most notable early house was Sarsfield built c.1886 for bookseller, Patrick J. Kieley.  

The house was built straddling the large Lot 1 on the corner of Railway Street and Kingsgrove (now 

Woniora) Road and the adjoining Lot 2.  The property was purchased c.1900 by James Slater who 

later also purchased the next two lots along Railway Street (Nos. 3 & 4) where tennis courts were 

constructed. Subsequent owners included Dr. L. A. Harlock, well-known local physician and 

surgeon.  A photo, regrettably of poor quality, appears below. 

Needless to say, none of these fine old structures still exist, although the accompanying illustrations 

give an indication of their 1880s charm. 

The author is currently further researching the matters covered in the two parts of this article.  When 

complete, a much more detailed account of the subject including references will be available.  A 

copy will be provided to the Society, and to the Kogarah and Hurstville Libraries. 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above from left to right: Florenceville, Sussexville and Surreyville.  (Artist and date unknown.  

E. C. West Scrapbook – Ken Kershaw collection) 

Below left: Florenceville in the 1920s, prior to extensive “modernisation” and renaming to 

Westwood.  (E. C. West – Ken Kershaw collection)   Below right: a very distant view of 

Sarsfield  in 1893 with parts of the original Hurstville Station roof in lower foreground 

(Propeller, 11 Oct. 1934, p7) 
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Member Profile 

Trudy Johns – will answer to Gertie but prefers Trudy.  She is the pint-sized person pouring the tea 

at the meeting and in fact she looks after all our catering needs at both general meetings and 

Mondays at the Museum.  Her energy belies her age (octogenarian), although she does say that 

things seem to take a bit longer to do these days. 

Her involvement in community activities is legendary and she is one of Kogarah’s Volunteer 

Heroes and was a Kogarah Citizen of the Year in 1992. 

Trudy was raised on an isolated farm near Parkes so did her education by correspondence.  During 

World War II she worked in a munitions factory in Sydney where she met her husband Ken.  They 

came to Kogarah and lived in Ocean Street after their marriage in 1944.  She has been a member of 

Kogarah Historical Society from 1970, the year of its formation, holding the positions of President, 

Vice President and Treasurer.  Husband Ken loved working with figures so after he joined the 

Society a few years later, he became Treasurer and kept that position for 18 years.  Trudy has 

continued her active involvement with the Society since Ken died in 2002 and is currently on the 

Committee and the regular Museum roster.  Her other interests include Kogarah Senior Citizens and 

the Presbyterian Church both of which occupy a considerable amount of time.  For relaxation, she 

enjoys reading, particularly books with a historical bent and travel books that transport her to the 

outback without the hassle of getting on a plane, train or bus.   

Gill Whan 

__________ 

From the Museum 

SOAP 

(It’s not all froth and bubble!) 

Carss Cottage Museum has on display a number of cleansing products used many years ago. 

Included is a range of coloured advertisements for Sunlight Soap, used in many countries. 

Sunlight Soap claimed to have the largest sales in the world. 

We know that early Egyptians anointed themselves with aromatic oils and that 

Greeks and Romans used a substance made from boiling together goat’s tallow 

and causticised wood ashes.  Salting of this produced a hard soda soap.   

In the 13
th

 century the art of soap making spread from Italy and Germany to 

France and did not reach England until the 14
th

 century.  In America soap 

making became a domestic art until the early 1800s.  In the first half of the 19
th

 

century the combination of oils, fats and soda revolutionized the way soap was 

made and manufacturing commenced on a large scale.  The milling process 

incorporated fine perfumes into the better quality toilet soaps.  Much later new 

laundry and kitchen appliances necessitated the development of soap flakes and 

powders.  Nowadays about 75% of soap like products sold as washing agents 

are synthetic detergents.          

Perhaps today’s trends of gels and body lotions will eliminate soaps from our 

bathrooms in the future and we will return to ‘anointing ourselves with 

aromatic oils’.  

Coralie Lewin 
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ARTHUR DAVIES – CLARENCE THE CLOCKER 

By Betty Goodger 
 

In 1949 the famous crooner, Bing Crosby, recorded an amusing song, Clarence the Clocker.  

THE HORSE TOLD ME 

In the big Handicap, there’s a positive snap 

Go bet on a horse called “The Sheik” 

He’ll walk off with the crown, if he doesn’t 

fall down 

And, my boy, that’s what happened last week. 

CHORUS 

Oh, the Owner told Clarence the Clocker 

The clocker told jockey McGee 

The jockey, of course, passed it on to the 

horse  

And the horse told me. 

Tell the age of the beast by his teeth, and at 

least 

His teeth in the paddock looked great.  

But this toothy old red had to sneeze in the 

stretch  

And he won by the loss of a plate.  

CHORUS 

I once bet on a steed of phenomenal speed  

Boy, she was as fast as Aunt Nell  

(continues top right) 

But the judges, they cried, “This one’s 

disqualified 

There’s a jet engine under her tail”. 

CHORUS 

Tomorrow I’ll bet just for kicks that I’ll get 

What’s gold is just of yeller lead 

I can lose with a grin, if the horse don’t come 

in  

I’ll just blow a big hole in my head. 

CHORUS 

I had put down a deuce on a tip that got loose, 

The horse in the paddock looked stunning, 

I had overheard talk he could win in a walk 

And he could, but the others were ‘runnin’. 

Oh, the Owner told Clarence the Clocker,  

The clocker told jockey Magee 

The jockey, of course, passed it on to the 

horse, 

And the horse told me! 

 

That’s what he said! 

 

Far away from Hollywood, in Sydney, a St George man, Arthur Davies, adopted the name, Clarence 

the Clocker, for his newspaper column and the song, as his signature tune for his radio programme 

and later, TV show, that ran for a record time of about 25 years. 

Arthur Thomas Davies was born on 23 March 1913 and lived a full life until his death on 4 August 

1984.  After his marriage in 1936, he made his home at Dolls Point. 

His family lived in Rockdale and he attended Rockdale School. The family proudly traced their 

ancestry back to Edward Davies, who arrived on the convict ship, Nithdale, in 1830, transported for 

seven years.  He had been a ploughman and was assigned to a settler on the Hunter River. He 

received his ticket-of-leave on 23 May 1836 and, as happened so regularly, made good in the young 

colony of New South Wales. 

Arthur left school at the age of 14 during the bitter years of the Great Depression.  So he worked at 

a variety of jobs, breaking in horses, the metal trades, a milkman, running a barber shop, even 
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managing sportsmen, mainly boxers. The St George Call of 17 January 1936 advertised boxing at 

the Hurstville Stadium in Forest Road. 

He played football in the St George Junior League and there is a comment in one of his obituaries 

that he was “a referee’s nightmare because of his ability to bend the rules.  He had many tricks up 

his sleeve, especially when he played as a half.”  He supported South Sydney Rugby League and 

was a patron of Alexander Rovers Football Club. 

He clocked racehorses at Moorefield racecourse, now the site of St George TAFE, the James Cook 

Boys High School and Moorefield Girls High School.  He also worked for the champion trainer, 

Tommy Smith, for many years. 

Eventually, the races became his career.  He wrote a 

column in the Daily Telegraph, under the banner, “ The 

Last Word “, and had a short, seven minute spot on 

radio station 2KY, introduced by the song, Clarence the 

Clocker.  He made the move into television in 1956 on 

Channel 9 and his programme ran for 25 years, a world 

record.   

Clarence was a natty dresser, always wore a smart hat, 

often a colourful cravat, and a pair of binoculars slung 

around his neck.  The binoculars are now in the 

Powerhouse Museum. 

His racing tips were aimed at the ladies, and he opened his programme with a formula, such as: 

“Put down your mops, up with your skirts, and ladies, have I got a winner for you!” 

His individual style as a footballer was still evident. He was a terror for ad libbing  and his racy 

language,  sprinkled with double entendres, often caused trouble with the censors. One day, in 1960, 

he introduced a woman in his show, to read the scratchings.  She was Pam Burling, a make-up artist 

at the studio but joined the show as a tipster.  Management hoped that she might be able to control 

Clarence’s exuberance and keep him to time. 

In 1965, the actor, Mickey Rooney, visited Australia.  Channel 9 organised a contest between 

Mickey and Clarence, at Rosehill.  Mickey had a system he followed but he only managed to pick 

three horses, who ran second, while Clarence tipped three winners. 

Arthur Davies career ended after he suffered two strokes, which impaired his speech.  His show had 

to close in 1982 and he died in 1984. 

REFERENCES  

With grateful acknowledgement to Sue Davies for family history and photocopies of news cuttings about his 

career. 

___________ 

 

New members are always welcome.  Apply at the meeting or ring Gill Whan on 9546 4623 for a form.  

Members are invited to monthly meetings to hear excellent speakers, receive a newsletter every second 

month and have free entry to Carss Park Cottage Museum.  Annual fees $8 single, $12 couple. 
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SHOW AND TELL Meeting  -  9 March 2009 

Report by Mavis Ward 

Because of the March Meeting being so close to the Easter holidays, it was decided to introduce a 

variation from the regular speaker feature and introduce Show and Tell, which proved to be popular 

with members “showing and telling” stories. 

We had a glass jug, embossed with memorabilia commemorating an early Spanish War, 

accompanied by a short history of the period.  There was another old treasure in the form of a very 

pretty silver and pink vase, one of a pair and the owner was keen to know whether anybody else had 

something similar. 

We heard about a trip around Australia in 1935 in an old A Model Ford, an unusual undertaking at 

the time.  The travellers recorded their experiences in a diary and we were fortunate to be able to 

hear some of this, also to see a few of the souvenirs they collected. 

We were introduced to one of our Member’s “best friends” who enjoyed their outing, snuggling 

together in a basket.  Their owner explained that she had never had a doll and her Teddies were her 

childhood companions.  She made one “look like her father” by cutting the fur on top of its head. 

A most unusual item was a doll, not just an ordinary doll but a 122 years old Red Riding Hood, 

passed from mother to daughter.  It was originally purchased overseas and it is believed to be the 

only one of its type in Australia.  It is unusual because it has three faces, Red Riding Hood can 

become her Grandmother or the Fox by just turning the head. 

School memories were revived with photographs of early school days, accompanied by 

reminiscences of school conditions and activities, including playing in air raid trenches built during 

the War.  And another story concerning a coincidence was told about a photograph taken at a 

polling booth in 1965 mysteriously turning up in 1968 in a school Social Studies Examination 

paper. 

One of our Members proudly displayed a photograph of a painting of himself when he was two 

years old.  The original is still in his home, along with other works by the artist who was his uncle, 

Thomas Dean, a well-known local resident and very successful artist.   This member was certainly a 

cute little two-year old. 

Harking back to the ‘good old days’ was a Bell Pull which came from England and was used to 

summon servants in grand houses.  It was hand-made by a member of the Women’s Institute and we 

heard how the Institute was formed in 1915 to encourage women to produce and preserve food 

during the WW1.  A surprise was a copy of the original ‘Calendar Girls’ calendar, produced by a 

group of these ladies, no doubt a daringly brave publication and an indication of the changes in 

recognition of women. 

We were also introduced to the world of pigeon racing through a butter dish, once the trophy 

awarded to the winner of a race, no doubt a very serious occupation with a very complicated system 

of judging winners. 

We thank all the participants,  Betty Goodger, Coralie Lewin, Jill Howard, Dorothy Jones, Betty 

Reynolds, Fred Scott, Elizabeth Emerson, Eric Thompson, Janette Hollebone, Gill Whan and 

Beverley Earnshaw, for sharing with us their treasures and memories and providing us with an ‘out 

of the ordinary’ programme.   

___________ 
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KOGARAH ZONE ELECTRICITY SUBSTATION (2009) 

The Subway Star Picture Palace 1914-1930 

By Beverley Earnshaw 

For almost a hundred years train commuters and people passing along Railway Parade Carlton 

considered an old iron-clad building at the corner of Railway Parade and English Street a public 

eye-sore. The building’s rich history had been forgotten. 

In 1914 Messrs Tolley & Kent opened The Subway Picture Palace, an open air cinema screening 

silent movies. It was so called because its location at the corner of Railway Parade and Webbers 

Road (now English Street) was opposite the new subway (opened 1911) which took traffic under 

the Illawarra railway line. The cinema provided low priced entertainment before the days of radio 

and television and proved hugely popular. In 1919 it was 

forced to close for three months because of the ‘flu epidemic. 

In 1923, E & S Tolley became sole proprietors and the 

building closed for alterations. The roof was covered in and 

wood and iron cladding fixed to the exterior, enabling it to 

operate all year round instead of just in the summer months. 

The interior was refurbished to seat 1700 patrons with a 

raised section at the back providing `dress circle’ seating on 

padded chairs. In the evenings the silent films screened while 

a five piece orchestra, piano, violin, saxophone, cornet and 

drum set the mood but at the Saturday matinees there were 

only two instrumentalists, a lady pianist and a gentleman 

violinist.  

The names of once famous film idols have faded into 

obscurity, Clara Bow, Hoot Gibson, Ronald Coleman or 

Gloria Swanson. Charlie Chaplin had patrons roaring with 

laughter while romantic midweek screenings brought the girls 

flocking to see Rudolf Valentino in roles such as Monsieur 

Beaucaire. Lon Chaney terrified them with his portrayal of 

Phantom of the Opera, and the Saturday Matinee Crowd 

yelled and stamped its feet as it watched Tom Mix leap from 

his horse on to a runaway train. Mr & Mrs Tolley would walk 

through the matinee audience to make sure things did not get out of hand, but they did not mind 

how much noise the children made. Special screenings of Charlie Chaplin films were shown on 

Wednesday afternoons at 3.45 pm (after school).  There were newsreels for adults and serials for the 

children. 

Even at interval the action did not stop. When the lolly boy came down the aisle with his tray of 

sweets, his customers might sit mesmerized by a vaudeville act on stage, perhaps Barberina the 

Contortionist or Elsa the Gypsy Whistling Violinist. Midweek programs sometimes included a 

benefit night or a full vaudeville and minstrel show. 

With the advent of talkies interest in silent movies waned. For a while the theatre was only open on 

Saturday nights and in June 1930 The Subway Star Picture Palace closed.  

(Part 2 in next issue) 
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EARLY HEALTH SERVICES IN KOGARAH 

KHS has an exchange arrangement with Sutherland Shire Historical Society and receives their 

Bulletin regularly.  In the February 2009 issue, there is a most comprehensive article by Merle 

Kavanagh entitled Medical emergencies and services Pre-shire to c.1950. 

The following extracts will be of interest as they concern Kogarah. 

“Early residents of the area we now call The Shire had few services that we take for granted these 

days and prime among them was medical help in accidents or for serious illnesses. They were 

virtually isolated by the Georges River, the nearest doctor/hospital being in St George and if the 

need was desperate they took the patient over the river by punt at Tom Ugly’s.  This was operating 

at least from 1860 and the Lugarno punt established in 1843, was closer for the few western area 

residents. 

When medical aid was not close enough, facilities across Georges River were used.  As a young lad 

of 14, Jack Meredith contracted meningitis and jaundice.  No doctor being available locally, one 

was summoned from Kogarah.  A friend went by launch across Georges River to Sans Souci and 

then walked to Kogarah to obtain the medicine prescribed. … 

St George Hospital operated from about 1892 and took the heaviest burden of cases, being 

supported both in the St George and Sutherland Shire areas with much fund raising during the early 

decades of the 20
th

 century. At the schools operating in the shire there were occasional ‘Egg Days’ 

and eggs brought to school by pupils aided this hospital. The number of eggs donated in 1913 

indicated the proliferation of poultry farms in the Miranda-Sutherland area - Sutherland 300 eggs 

and Miranda school 1600 eggs! In 1914 there was a suggestion by the local MLA that the St George 

Hospital become the Illawarra District Hospital and a new Cottage Hospital be built at Sutherland. 

Apart from the St George Cottage Hospital, there were a number of small ones operating in that 

area.  These included Brooklyn private Hospital in Queens Avenue, Kogarah run by Matron 

M.C.Wuth, which moved to English Street in 1914 and into the ownership of Dr John James 

O’Keefe, a Kogarah doctor.  The Laurels opened about 1919 with Nurse Anderson in attendance. 

Primrose House, originally a Soldiers Convalescent Home, known as Scarborough House from 

1919 to 1921, later became an annexe to St George Hospital.  In the 1930s Osterley at Carlton and 

Woodleigh Private at Hurstville were available.  There were others.  Amy, the first wife of C.O.J. 

Munro, a Shire President, died in a Hurstville Private Hospital in 1923.  Facilities in St George were 

utilized by patients on both sides of the Georges River.  … 

The Ambulance Service filled a great need in the community.  Mr R.A Dermott, the retired 

Superintendent of the St George – Sutherland Ambulance Service provided details about the first 

ambulance services for an earlier issue of The Bulletin.  “The first St George District Casualty 

Service began at Kogarah in the 1880s when a hand litter was used – a stretcher on wheels, pushed 

by an attendant.  In 1918 the first motorised Ambulance Service began operating from Rockdale 

and when required to transport patients from the Shire to the Kogarah District Hospital, would cross 

Georges River by vehicular punt. 

There was a ferry accident one evening in 1927 at the Taren Point Vehicular Ferry wharf, this 

service having commenced in 1916.  A car approached the Taren Point ramp travelling fairly fast at 

9 pm.  Onlookers guessed the driver had assumed the vehicular ferry was waiting, and shouted and 

waved as it was still across the water at Sans Souci.  The car braked then skidded off the ramp and 

sank in about ten feet of water (approximately 3 metres).  The driver escaped but a lady passenger 



11 

was drowned.  The ferry could not then approach the ramp so the St George District Ambulance had 

to travel by way of Tom Ugly’s ferry and through Sylvania to the scene of the accident.” 

The people of the Shire worked long and hard to achieve a hospital and it was finally built and 

opened in April 1958.   

Betty Goodger 

___________ 

VALE 

The Society has recently lost two of its valued members and we would like to pay tribute to them  

Meg Thompson 

With deep regret we report that one of our members, Meg Thompson, died on 3 August 2009 after a 

long illness.  Meg and her husband, Eric have been long time members of the Society and, until 

Meg’s illness, regularly attended meetings, as well as Mondays at the Museum.  Meg also assisted 

with the Museum Roster. 

Meg had a full and rewarding life in which her fondness for children and helping them played an 

important part.  She spent her working life, first as a teacher, always encouraging the children to 

appreciate books.  Later the opportunity arose for her to devote her time to setting up and 

maintaining school libraries throughout NSW, involving travelling all over the State – by public 

transport – and she loved what she was doing.  Her interest in children stayed with her right 

through her life.     

Meg was a gentle lady; she never complained or criticised but accepted her health problems with 

courage and patience.  She was very popular and she will be greatly missed. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Eric and his family and we wish for them strength in the days 

ahead. 

Howard Wilks 

We learned with sadness of the passing of Howard Wilks on 16 June 2009, aged 94 years.  Even at 

94 years he remained a member of the Society because as his daughter said, “Dad so enjoyed his 

time at Carss Cottage and he always read and re-read each newsletter from the Historical society – 

he loved to reminisce.” 

Howard was born in Chatswood to parents who had both emigrated from England, meeting and 

marrying in Sydney and moving to Kogarah later. Howard’s father was killed when he was ten 

years old leaving his mother with three boys.  She died 10 years later.  After schooling and 

attending Tempe Technical school he took an apprenticeship with motor body builders but later 

turned to carpentry.  He married Elizabeth (Bette) in 1937, built a cottage in Blakehurst and they 

had two daughters.  He served in the army during WWII and after the war went back to carpentry, 

building countless houses in the Shire and using those skills to work tirelessly in Carss Cottage, 

doing work  that Jeff Veness then President, and Dick Burghart a close friend, wanted doing, all on 

a very limited budget.  He retired in 1977, playing golf until he was 90 and helping his children and 

grandchildren with renovations and maintenance of their houses. He will be much missed and we 

send our sincere sympathy to his family.  

__________ 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

invites you to 

CARSS COTTAGE MUSEUM 

OPEN DAY 

 

Sunday 20 September 2009 

From 1 pm to 5 pm 

Admission Free 

Enjoy the music of our Kogarah Bands. The new Museum display will 

feature the history of  

CARSS PARK 

from Aboriginal times to the present day. It will show the flora, fauna and 

memorable places and events in the park’s development. 

Carss Cottage Museum, Carwar Avenue, Carss Park 

Enquiries: Coralie Lewin 9546 1580 

The Society’s newly launched publication, 

 “CARSS PARK” by Beverley Earnshaw will be available at the Museum after 3 pm. 

 

The book launch will take place at 3 pm on 20 September in the Life Savers Hall, Carss 

Park.  Cherie Burton MP will launch the book and Peter Orlovich will be the MC.  

Afternoon tea will be served afterwards. 

An invitation for all members to attend is included with this newsletter.  Please note that 

we must have your reply by 14 September for catering purposes. 

Betty Goodger (Ph: 9570 1101) and Mavis Ward (Ph: 9546 5704) are taking responses. 


