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Some of the visitors to Carss Cottage Museum on Open Day held on Sunday 20 September. (See report inside) 

Meetings and Speakers 

Thursday 12 November 09 

Speaker:  Brad Manera, Military Historian, 

formerly with Hyde Park Barracks Museum 

on The Battle of Crete WWII (May 1941).  He 

will bring military regalia to show us.  

Thursday 10 December 09 

Christmas lunch at Penshurst RSL Club, 

12.30 pm.  Full details in enclosed flyer. 

Bookings through Mavis Ward (9546 5704)  

 

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker, then the 

opportunity to chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting follows. For assistance with transport to 

meetings please contact Carole Tier (9527 2403) 
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Mondays at the Museum 

Princess Charlotte, Rebel of the Ribald Royals   

Our own Beverley Earnshaw, author and professional 

historian will be the speaker at the last Monday at the 

Museum for the year, on 23 November 2009.  

Princess Charlotte was the spirited daughter of King 

George IV and heir to the British Throne who died in 

childbirth.   

MAM starts at 10 am with the usual delicious 

morning tea in our sunny courtyard but we have to go 

inside to hear the speaker. Cost is $5 which also gives 

you the chance to win a door prize. Space is limited 

so book early through Mavis Ward on 9546 5704.   

Museum Roster 

November December 

1
st
  Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 6

th
  Gilda Tilia & Evelyn Buckingham 

8
th 

Mavis Ward & Mary Williams 13
th

 Coralie & Albert Lewin   

15
th

 Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 20
th

   Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 

22
nd

  Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 27
th 

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

29
th

  Cath & Leo Sullivan  

Hours are 1 pm – 5 pm. Any problems, please contact Elizabeth Emerson on 9579 4118 

 

Any members who are willing to volunteer for a regular spot at the Museum or to be on the 

emergency list, please contact President or any committee member. 

 

Committee 2009 (* denotes Executive) 

President:*  Beverley Earnshaw  Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice President (1):* Janette Hollebone  Ph: 9529 7117 

Vice President(2)* Betty Goodger   Ph: 9570 1101 

Secretary:*  Gill Whan   Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:*  Cath Sullivan   Ph: 9579 6149 

Museum Custodian Coralie Lewin   Ph: 9546 1580 

Committee Members:  Beryl Butters, Mavis Ward, Trudy Johns, 

Judy Reynolds, Carole Tier, Lawrie Corry 

Committee meetings 

2 Nov 09, 7.00 pm  Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St., Kogarah Bay 

7 Dec 09, 7.00 pm  Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St., Carss Park 

1 Feb 10, 7.00 pm  Betty Goodger, Unit 3/2 Nelson St., Penshurst 

 

Enjoying the sunshine and a cuppa 

 



3 

KOGARAH ZONE ELECTRICITY SUBSTATION (2009) - Part 2 

The St. George Stadium - Home of Fight, Fun and Fury 

By Beverley Earnshaw 

In 1932 The Subway Star Picture Palace was converted to the Carlton Stadium, a venue which 

presented a monster program of boxing, wrestling and vaudeville twice a week. In Sydney prior to 

World War II boxing and wrestling enjoyed a large following and suburban stadiums flourished in 

areas like Parramatta, Leichhardt and Carlton. Carlton was one of Sydney’s leading stadiums and 

established trainers sent their `boys’ to compete at Carlton where they fought for a chance to break 

into the professional fight scene. 

There was no shortage of young St.George lads offering 

themselves as opponents. The local boys took on flamboyant names 

such as Tiger Connell, The Carlton Coppertop, The Rockdale 

Puncher and Ramsgate’s Wokko Brit. The novices were blooded in 

four round bouts at the start of the program, followed by six or eight 

round matches, leading up to the main event. 

Challengers came from the country and overseas to fight and 

wrestle at Carlton where the bouts were fast and furious. Cheers, 

boos and the screams of ladies supporting their wrestling idols could 

be heard blocks away. Rough tactics brought the audience to its feet 

and at the end of a good bout there was often a shower of coins into 

the ring. On one occasion when two young fighters refused to stop 

punching after the bell, the crowd went wild. 

The first fights at Carlton took place on the stage of the old cinema until a conventional ring 

with overhead lights was installed. The former dress circle then became the bleachers. Patrons paid 

two shillings for a ringside seat or one shilling for the bleachers and ladies paid one shilling. 

Contestants received as little as 10 shillings for a four round bout, while a main event of 10 rounds 

might carry a prize of 10 pounds. During the depression some men fought twice a week to make a 

living. 

Wrestling on Wednesday nights drew the ladies. A great crowd favourite was the Greek 

wrestler, George Vassilis, who claimed his family had been wrestling since the days of Ben Hur. In 

1932 Vassilis met Dr Ralph Hensen, a graduate of Stockholm University who had twice represented 

his native Norway at the Olympic Games. Sledging in those days was not unacceptable and when 

Hensen met a Maltese wrestler, Wild Man Joe Keatos, the following week he taunted Keatos about 

Malta being a goat island. The fury of the bout that followed sent the audience into a frenzy. Both 

wrestlers were out of the ring on many occasions and the match finished when Keatos lifted 

Henson, swinging him round and round then slamming him into the canvas. 

Classical concerts were held at the Stadium every Sunday night. A piano was placed against 

the apron of the ring for the concerts and also to support the 

vaudeville acts at interval. Its presence was short lived when 

a burley wrestler was thrown out of the ring and almost 

demolished it. 

When World War II broke out in 1939, the stadium was 

forced to close. 
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BRICKS  

Report from meeting - 11 June 2009 

By Mavis Ward 

Our speaker, Ron Ringer, graduated from Nottingham University in 1974 with an Honours Degree 

in Social and Economic History and, in 1991, completed a Masters Degree in History at NSW 

University. He got off to a good start when he gave us all permission to “have a little nap” if we felt 

like it but warned that he would ask questions later.  Ron told us about his early fascination with 

bricks, his association with Austral Bricks at St Peters and the book they commissioned him to 

write.   

Before the use of cement, bricks were used for 

support as well as decoration, hence the wide use of 

arches in buildings. Ron showed us photographs of 

arches, highlighting attractive designs and the reasons 

for their use. One which he found particularly 

impressive is the entrance to Hyde Park Barracks. 

This type of work needed skilled tradesmen so 

the Colonial Office in Britain arranged for a very 

limited number of brick workers to be sent out on  

convict ships.   All the equipment needed for building also had to be brought out on the ships.  

Governor Macquarie had a vision of creating a city of decent building materials to replace the poor 

quality previously used. 

The first brick industry in Australia was established in George Street in Sydney in an area 

known as Brickfield Hill where a seam of suitable clay was discovered.   Another outcrop of clay 

was later found in the area around Darling Harbour.  In later years the whole thing was moved to St 

Peters where the old kilns have been preserved. 

Bricks were made by taking clay, separating the stones and twigs, “mush it up” with the feet 

(like treading grapes).   As the industry grew, this method was replaced by a more mechanical 

method.   Water was added and the mixture was extracted, shaped, pressed into moulds and left to 

dry out prior to firing.   This is the time when small animals and other creatures left footprints and 

various marks in the bricks.  Convict marks were also often made. 

The bricks were then burnt in large pits.  This was a skilled technique controlling the heat to 

be the right temperature so that all the bricks “cooked” correctly.  Those that were over-cooked 

were called ‘clinkers’ and, although this was an accidental result, they were often in demand to give 

a building an unusual appearance.  Faulty cooking also affected the strength of the bricks so that it 

was important to get it right to avoid waste.  By about 1840/50, as skills improved, kilns were 

modified along with methods of transporting the bricks from the drying areas and stacking them in 

the kilns.  It was very hard work, especially as lime was used in the brick-making process and, 

when mixed with water, caused serious burns.    

As the industry developed, machinery was introduced to mechanically dig deep quarries to 

extract clay and to crush it along with the rocks, as well as mould the bricks.  The later arrival of 

steam driven machines enabled increased production and the use of shale.  A number of parks in 

Sydney owe their existence to former brick pits, filled in when their supply of clay was exhausted. 
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Ron showed pictures to explain the history of brick making and the methods of developing 

the industry here.  He also had samples of bricks which we could handle and this made the story 

easy to follow and understand.  He has a very outgoing personality and added lots of humour to his 

presentation, including a good deal of general early local history. 

_______ 

Did you know that bricks from Judd’s Brickworks in Mortdale were used in the foundations of the 

Queen Victoria Building? 

Reference HHS Newsletter Vol 1, No 61 July 1973 

 

    From the Museum 

                         Arnott’s Biscuits 

Every Museum has at least one - an Arnotts biscuit tin, instantly recognized 

for its brightly coloured parrot. 

Over 150 years ago, a 19 year old Scot, William Arnot (the second ‘t’ came 

later) and his brother David, joined their parents, David and Isabella Arnot in Australia. They lived 

in Sydney for the first two years and William married a fellow migrant, Monica Sinclair. It was at 

this time he changed his name to Arnott. Accompanied by his brother David, he moved to Maitland 

where they worked as bakers then, as gold fever struck Australia, they moved to Bathurst where 

they soon realized that real gold would come from selling food to the miners. 

William, at 25 years of age, opened a bakery, did well, returned to Maitland to open a bakery and 

confectionary shop there and for several years did very well. However, this was not to last. A series 

of floods devastated the business and customers’ incomes, until he was forced to close. He offered 

his creditors 10 shillings in the pound but was determined to start again. He was broke, his wife 

Monica had died and he was the father of five children. 

So, in 1865, with only a few pounds, William and David headed for Newcastle and started again in 

a small shop in Hunter Street.  Seafarers, coal miners and wharf workers needed food and within a 

year he had cleared his debts and paid his creditors in full.  Biscuits, bread, cakes and pies were the 

mainstay of the business. William married again and increased his family and the whole family 

pitched in to help with an expanding business.  

With marketing flair, he fitted out the firm with brightly painted horse drawn carts then later, motor 

vehicles in red bodywork decorated with the famous parrot. The parrot, a Mexican breed, has 

adorned tins, packets and transport since 1888 when it was adopted as the firm’s trademark. The 

painting of the parrot was done by William’s daughter-in-law and was based on a parrot given to 

William by a sea captain.  William Arnott died in 1901 and the business was inherited by his five 

sons. When they moved to Homebush in 1908 their factory was the largest in the southern 

hemisphere. 

There have been several changes since those prosperous and happy days but the Arnotts parrot still 

evokes happy memories for so many of us – we all have a favourite Arnotts biscuit. There are 

several Arnotts biscuit tins in our Museum, unfortunately not in very good condition. 

Coralie Lewin, Museum Custodian 
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Jack Brabham – Local Hero 

By Beryl Butters 

Fifty years ago, a racing legend cemented his name in motor sport history by becoming the first 

Australian to be crowned Formula One champion.  Sir Jack Brabham went on to add two further 

world titles, each unique in its own way, but it is the first success that is being celebrated in 2009. 

John Arthur (Jack) Brabham, son of Tom and May, 

was born on 2 April 1926, in Hurstville. The family 

lived in McQuarie Street, which has now merged 

into Queens Road, once a car park but now being 

developed into highrise. His father owned various 

fruit shops in Hurstville, one being at 250 Forest 

Road, Hurstville, opposite Electricity House.  From 

an early age, Jack was far less interested in fruit and 

vegetables than in the Brabham shop’s delivery 

vehicles. He learned to drive them long before he 

was eligible for a licence and by his early teens he  

From Local Studies section, Hurstville Library           was equally adept at keeping them roadworthy.  

He was educated in Hurstville and at 15 years left school and was apprenticed as a motor 

mechanic in a local garage, while studying practical engineering at Kogarah Technical College. At 

the age of 18, during World War II he joined the Air Force, wanting to be a pilot, but was needed as 

a mechanic to work on the planes. After his discharge in 1946, his uncle built him a workshop on 

land his Grandfather owned and he set up his own business, where he started off making parts and 

bits and pieces for other drivers. 

In 1951 he married Betty, the mother of their three sons, Geoffrey, Gary and David, all of 

whom are racing car drivers. In 1994 he was divorced and married Margaret who had two 

daughters, Susan and Carol. 

Jack’s initial involvement in the world of racing came via a friend, who raced midgets on 

dirt track ovals. Jack helped him build a new car and when his friend decided to stop driving Jack 

took over and became a regular winner. His growing ambition to expand his motorsport horizons 

took him to England where he met John and Charles Cooper. This led to a friendship and 

partnership that would propel the tiny Cooper Car company and ‘Black Jack’ Brabham into the 

forefront of Formula One history.  

Jack Brabham is one of the most accomplished – and colourful – racing 

drivers in the history of motorsport. The winner of three Formula One 

world championships, the only driver to be crowned champion in a car 

of his own construction and the first Formula One driver to be awarded a 

knighthood. Sir Jack can be rightly described as one of the true legends 

of the sport. He was awarded the OBE (Order of the British Empire) for 

his services to sport in 1967 and was officially recognized for his 

contribution to British motor sport in 1979 when he was knighted and 

became Sir Jack Brabham. 

His final victory came in the 1970 South African Grand Prix when he was 44 and that 

season he chose to retire as a driver. The Brabham team was sold and Jack returned home to 

Australia, where he busied himself running a farm, a car dealership and an aviation company as 

well as helping his sons with their racing careers.  To this day, Sir Jack Brabham remains one of 

racing’s most popular personalities although he has been given little recognition for his 

achievements in his own country.  
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Museum Open Day 

20 September 2009 

What a successful day this was!! With the assistance of Mavis Ward, Betty Goodger, Trudy Johns 

and Elizabeth Emerson we managed to make over 160 visitors feel welcome.  Only a brief shower 

of rain marred the good weather and Carss Bush Park looked beautiful as usual, as visitors began 

arriving before our opening time of 1 pm. 

The constant flow of people continued 

throughout the afternoon, without pause, and 

at times it became a little difficult to move 

about inside the Cottage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

These comments from our visitors, written in the Visitors 

Book make the time and effort involved in caring for the 

Museum worthwhile:  

Great Place! Thank you. 

What a lovely place & day, thanks for preserving our history 

I love this place – it’s better than Syendey (sic) Museum! 

Marvellous piece of history 

We know and learn more Australian history from you. It’s a great place 

Excellent – we look forward to returning 

Looking back is looking good 

I’ve waited for years and years to see inside, and what a lovely experience it has been 

The new display in the Museum is focused on Carss Park, its history from Aboriginal times to the 

present day.  The colourful photographs of the 

flora and fauna of the area are a timely reminder 

of the need to preserve this beautiful park.  Part 

of this display is a unique collection of bird’s 

eggs gathered in the area 100 years ago by a 

local resident, Mr. Albert Coleman. Collecting 

bird’s eggs is illegal today but Mr. Coleman was 

meticulous in his cataloguing of each species 

and his notebook shows his careful recording 

system. 

Another part of the display features Carss Park 

Lifesaving and Athletic Club, a very successful 

Club that continued for 50 years. 

Coralie Lewin, Elizabeth Emerson & Trudy Johns 

 

Graeme and Deidre Schroeder 

Betty Goodger explains a point 
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The Kogarah concert Band entertained us during the 

afternoon with their usual good selection of music and 

will be back with us on the third Sunday of the month 

throughout the summer, so, if you haven’t visited the 

Museum for a while, don’t miss the current display. 

How often we hear the comment “I didn’t know this 

was here”. I do as much ‘free’ advertising as I can as 

the cost of a reasonably sized advertisement in a 

newspaper is prohibitive. On this occasion, because of 

the local focus, the Open Day flyer was included with 

the Neighbourhood Watch leaflet which reaches all 

residents of Carss Park and this was certainly a great 

bonus.  “Word of mouth” is usually acknowledged as 

the best form of advertising, and it is free, so our Open 

Day should help raise the level of awareness of this 

precious pocket of history. 

Our new publication, titled Carss Park, authored by 

Beverley Earnshaw, is now available from the Museum 

or the Society at $15.00. 

Coralie Lewin, Museum Custodian 

Book Launch 

A capacity crowd in the Life Savers Hall ensured that the 

new book Carss Park was well and truly launched on 20 

September 2009.  Author Beverley Earnshaw (pictured 

addressing the audience) was kept busy signing copies and 

over 100 books were sold during the afternoon.   

The book was produced with the assistance of the Gwen 

Coxhead bequest and a grant from the Ministry of Arts 

through the Royal Australian Historical Society (RAHS).    

We were delighted that many people who had contributed 

to the book or were associated with it in other ways, were 

present.  Among the guests were the widow and families of 

both Ken Scott for whom the bike track around Todd Park 

is named, and Claude Williams whose photographs are a 

feature in the book.  Historians Leslie Muir and Brian 

Madden were there and there were many happy reunions of 

former residents of Carss Park and old friends.  Master of 

Ceremonies Peter Orlovich introduced Cherie Burton, 

Member for Kogarah who officially launched the 

publication. She had a personal interest in the book as it 

featured her father-in-law a former Carss Park life saver 

and Olympic diver.  An excellent afternoon tea allowed 

people to mingle and chat and reminisce about the ‘old 

days’.  The book will be a valuable resource for anyone 

interested in the history of this beautiful area.   

Gill Whan 
Beverley & Carole Tier and above, 

some of the guests at the launch. 
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MARRICKVILLE AND ITS HISTORY 

Report by Mavis Ward 

At our meeting on 14 May 2009 Chrys Meader entertained us with a bright and breezy story of the 

growth of her home town, Marrickville.  Chrys has worked at Marrickville Council for many years 

in various positions connected with the library, including Library Manager.  She is now 

Marrickville Council Historian with two great passions, local history and talking to the community.   

She is located at Petersham Town Hall and invited anybody interested in Marrickville to visit her 

there. 

Chrys’s family has lived in the Marrickville area for 120 years.  Her knowledge is very 

comprehensive and she had so much to tell us, supporting her talk with photographs of the suburb 

in its early days when gracious old buildings existed and indicated the life style of the residents. 

Marrickville has a very long history and some well-known people were involved.  The area 

was originally owned by Thomas Moore, Governor Bligh and George Johnston who was involved 

in the Rum Rebellion and was the person who actually arrested Governor Bligh.  Dr Robert 

Wardell, for whom Wardell Road was named, later purchased all the land grants.  His home was on 

the site of Fort Street High School and he conducted deer hunts in the surrounding forest area.  

When riding on his property near Cooks River on Sunday 7 September 1834, he came across the 

camp of three escaped convicts.  One of the convicts, John Jenkins, shot him dead and his body was 

found the next day.  

The Council was incorporated in 1861 and Marrickville became a municipality although 

Thomas Holt, who owned The Warren, disagreed because of the area being divided from St Peters 

by a swamp.  It was “too isolated, too sparsely separated and how could it ever amount to 

anything!”  But Marrickville did survive and flourish. 

The first village in the area was around Illawarra Road and, by the 1880s Marrickville Road 

began to grow as a shopping centre.  Two ‘pubs’ were built in the area, the General Gordon and the 

Gladstone.  General Gordon was killed in Khartoum and Gladstone was the Prime Minister who 

sent him there.  There are now thirty three pubs.   

Chrys concentrated on Marrickville Road which is still the main street and passed around 

photographs of some of the old houses with anecdotes about their ownership, along with old shops 

and their quaint advertising signs, clearly displaying the business conducted there.  Not so legal 

business was carried out behind some of these buildings, for example, fist fighting and cock 

fighting.  Gangland came early to Marrickville.  These photographs revived memories for some of 

us who had either lived in, or visited Marrickville – maybe attended the “Strollers” dances at the 

Town Hall.  A number of the beautiful old buildings have been demolished to make way for units 

and modern structures but some signs of the old way of life still remain. 

We also learned about early transport in the area, beginning with a stage coach which Chrys 

described as looking like something out of the Wild West, “zoomed” up and down the road and 

bravely crossed the water, unlike the steam tram that only went as far as Cooks River.  Later electric 

trams arrived, the last of which ran in 1957. 

It is believed that the first RSL Club in NSW was built in Marrickville.  Members of that 

Club returning from a pre-ANZAC Day Service, found a woman praying at the Cenotaph in Martin 
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Place.  She told them that she had lost her husband, son and brother in WW1 and she came there to 

pray for them.  It was decided to join her the next year and that was the beginning of the Dawn 

Service. 

Chrys had a wealth of interesting stories, highlighting her love for Marrickville and her 

enthusiasm to talk about it and we were all presented with a Council shopping bag and literature to 

remind us of her visit. 

_______ 

Our links with other Societies 

Kogarah Historical Society maintains links with many other organisations in NSW.  We are 

members of the Royal Australian Historical Society (RAHS) based at History House, 133 

Macquarie Street and receive regular information about their events which are many and various. 

Betty Goodger, in addition to her major role in our Society, volunteers there.  We are in touch with 

the Historic Houses Trust, the National Trust, Museums and Galleries NSW, National Archives of 

Australia who produce ‘Memento’ and we subscribe to the magazine ‘Heritage’.  We also exchange 

newsletters and magazines with many other Historical Societies.  Amongst these are St George, 

Sutherland, Bankstown, Canterbury & District, Mudgee, Willoughby and Waverley.  Their 

newsletters are available for you to look at when you attend the monthly meetings and are then 

circulated among the Committee.  

Some events that may interest: 

RAHS has a lecture on Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines: The Armed Services’ 

contribution to the development of aviation.  The lecture is on Wednesday 2 December at 1.00 pm 

at History House and costs $5.00.  Bookings through 9247 8001 or history@rahs.org.au  

Historic Houses Trust still has its exhibition on Femme Fatale The female criminal, at the Justice 

and Police Museum, Cnr Phillip & Albert Sts, Circular Quay. A fascinating look at women who 

commit crime, with case studies of some of Sydney’s most notorious female criminals.  Open on 

weekends, public holidays and daily school holidays.  

St Peters Church, Cooks River invites you to celebrate the 170
th

 anniversary of the licensing of St 

Peters Church.  The Sunday gathering will be followed by an historical presentation on the history 

of the local area and church.  187 Princes Highway, St Peters, on Sunday 22 November at 10 am. A 

community lunch will be held after the presentation. Inquiries 9558 7504. 

National Trust NSW – Eryldene Christmas Fair at Eryldene House & Garden, 17 McIntosh St 

Gordon on 28/29 November, 10 am – 4 pm.  This is an annual event for the Trust with a huge 

selection of Christmas gifts from antiques, jewellery & plants to hampers, cakes and silkware! 

$5.00 entrance.  Inquiries: 9498 2271 

 

___________ 

 

 

 

Annual fees 

At the last general meeting it was agreed that, due to increased postal charges, annual fees 

would be increased to $10 per annum for individuals and $15 for couples.  This will apply from 

January 2010 when renewal notices will be sent out.   

New members are of course always welcome.  Membership ensures that you are invited to monthly 

meetings to hear excellent speakers, you receive a newsletter every second month and have free entry to 

Carss Park Cottage Museum on Sundays.   

Still a bargain! 

mailto:history@rahs.org.au
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From the Museum 

‘from a needle to an anchor’ 

The General Store of the late 1800s was the ‘hub’ of the community – a place to communicate with 

neighbours, to show off a new dress, to gather the latest news of the district and of course to 

replenish household supplies. 

The General Store did, indeed, sell everything. 

Those were the days of good service and home 

deliveries, the days when you shopped for the 

basic ingredients for meals cooked and eaten at 

home. 

Households fortunate enough to own a cow 

produced their own milk, cream and butter but 

whether these goods were home produced or 

purchased at the General Store the problem of 

cool storage still existed. 

Butter was basic.  Butter was luxury.  Butter was 

better than dripping but in the days before fridges 

were invented people simply did the best they 

could to preserve this and other perishable goods. 

Butter could be kept in a bucket, down a well or in 

a ‘coolroom’, a small mud brick room with thick 

walls and a roof insulated with stringy bark or logs. 

Homes without these facilities used canvas bags or 

‘safes’ hung under the house in a current of air, or 

a Coolgardie safe, a cleverly constructed stand of 

wire frames and fly wire enclosed with Hessian 

curtains and a water tank which conveyed water 

down the Hessian sides. 

The ‘butter cooler’ designed specifically for keeping butter cool, was an earthenware crock with a 

tight lid. It was covered with muslin, wrung out with salted water and the bowl often became 

darkened by the water it absorbed.  In the General Store display in the Museum we have a white, 

unstained butter cooler which appears to be unused. 

Innovative as these methods of cool storage were, take a look at our butter cooler and give thanks 

for the invention of the refrigerator! 

Coralie Lewin, Museum Custodian 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s note:  Coralie Lewin will be taking a break now from Society activities to tackle a 

serious health problem.  I know that I am speaking for all of us when I wish her a speedy 

and complete recovery. We will try and manage for the time being but look forward to seeing 

her back again as soon as possible.  
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Member Profile 

Cath Sullivan – is the fit looking person, usually to be seen with a cheque or receipt book, who 

takes your membership fee and money for book purchases and tells you how much the Society has 

in the bank at each meeting!  Yes, she is our hard working Treasurer. 

Cath was born in Sutherland, daughter of parents who migrated from Scotland after WWI.  She 

went to school in Sutherland and after school commenced working at the Rural Bank, where she 

trained as a Legal Search Clerk.  That lasted until she married ten years later, when under the bank’s 

employment policy she was required to leave!  She continued her career as a Legal Search Clerk 

with other employers.   

Her three children, 2 girls and a boy were born in Sutherland and 40 years ago the family moved to 

Oatley where Cath has lived ever since.  She and her husband, who was a professional tennis coach, 

opened a coaching school in Oatley and Cath has maintained her interest in tennis and in fact still 

plays.  Her first husband died 25 years ago and 12 years ago Cath married Leo, a long standing 

friend who she met through tennis.  They still live in Oatley.  Two of Cath’s children live at 

Illawong and Petersham, but the third, her daughter, lives in Canada – which as Cath says “gets 

further away as she gets older’.  Her son David has a particular interest in Kogarah Historical 

Society because, as an accountant, he very kindly does our annual audit in a voluntary capacity. 

Cath has been a member of the Society for 30 years, together with her close friend Beryl Butters.  

Their children went to school together, they were on the P & C together and in 1989 the two of 

them went on an overseas trip.  

In addition to their interest in KHS, in tennis, and their love of entertainment, Cath and Leo are 

active members of the Probus Club of St George and they are both very much involved in the St 

George Community Transport scheme which takes frail aged or people with disabilities to 

appointments.  Their work was recognised in the recent book on Kogarah’s Volunteer Heroes.  

_______ 

 

 President’s message 

A big thank you to all members who support the Society.  A 

special thank you to our loyal workers who assist at general 

meetings, at Mondays at the Museum, and every Sunday at 

the Museum and those who contribute through research and 

writing.   

We trust that the Christmas season will be a time of happiness and that all members 

will enjoy a safe, healthy and peaceful 2010.   

.I look forward to seeing you all at our last event for the year, the Christmas lunch on 

Thursday 10 December.   

Beverley Earnshaw 


