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The scene at the Sydenbam Rail Disaster of 1901 as drawn by A Collingridge
See story page 4.
¥
(Image courtesy Rockdale Library)

hursday 11 February

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 11 March

Speaker: Peter Kahn of Sydney Tramway
Museum, Loftus and Peter Stock, Valley
Heights Steam Tramway Museum will give
a joint talk and video presentation.

AGM. No speaker but a Show and Tell
so bring along your interesting historic
treasures and be prepared to tell us their
stories.

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2 pm on the second Thursday of
each month. Enjoy the speaker, then the opportunity to chat over afternoon tea. A short business
meetingfollows. For assistance with transport to meetings please contact Carole Tier (95272403)

Happy New Year!
The year 2010 is the Macquarie Bicentennial Year,
marking 200 years since the arrival of Governor
Lachlan Macquarie in New South Wales.
There is no limit to the number of ways Kogarah Historical Society can
celebrate this event and we welcome suggestions from members.
In the next issue we will be announcing a major initiative, which we hope,
will be the first of several to commemorate this great man's contribution
to Australia.

Museum Roster

January
3rd
10th
;17th
"24th
31 st

February

Carole Tier & Ken Grieve
Mavis Ward & Mary Williams
Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone
Cath & Leo Sullivan

i

7th Evelyn Buckingham &
14th Gill Whan & Jan Williams
(21 st Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
28th Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

Hours are 1 pm to 5 pm. Any problems, please contact Elizabeth Emerson on 9579 41 I 8
Any members who are willing to take a spot on the museum roster, to attend once every two

J months or to be on the Emergency List, please contact the President or any Committee Member,

V

We also need volunteers to help on Australia Day, Tuesday January 26, when the museum will be
open from. 1 pm to 6 pm.
..~ - .- - .
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Committee 2009 (* denotes Executive)
Beverley Earnshaw
Ph: 9546 1091
President: *
Vice President (1):* ¥ Janette Hollebone
Ph: 9529 7117
Vice President (2) *
Betty Goodger
Ph: 9570 1101
Gill Whan
Ph: 9546 4623
Secretary: *
Cath Sullivan
Ph: 95796149
Treasurer: *
Museum Custodian:
Coralie Lewin
Ph: 9546 1580
Committee Members: Beryl Butters, Mavis Ward, Trudy Johns,
Judy Reynolds, Carole Tier, Lawrie Corry

II

Committee Meetings

Feb 2010 7 pm
1 March 7 pm
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Betty Goodger, Unit 3/2 Nelson St, Penshurst
Trudy Johns, 2/900 Forest Road, Peakhurst
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LACHLAN MACQUARIE (1762-1824)
Governor of New South Wales 1810-1822
On January JSt, 18] 0, the citizens of Sydney
witnessed a spectacular procession to celebrate
the arrival of a new Governor, Lachlan
Macquarie, to New South Wales. All the troops
of the 102nd Regiment (The NSW Corps) were
ordered to parade under arms and line the route
from the Government Wharf to Government
House where Lieutenant-Governor Paterson
was waiting to formally welcome the new
Governor's party. The citizens of Sydney
crowded the route, trying to catch a glimpse of
Governor and Mrs Macquarie.
Macquarie was the Colony's first military Governor, all his predecessors having been naval
officers. Macquarie's regiment was the Scottish 73rd. Prior to leaving England it had been a kilted
regiment, but in readiness for its service in NSW new uniforms had been issued in time for the
landing. So in contrast to the rag-tag shabby NSW Corps, the 73m made a splendid impression.
Lachlan Macquarie was a seasoned military officer. He was born on January 31 SI, 1762 at
Ulva in the Inner Hebrides and joined the army in 1776. He served throughout the American War of
Independence and in 1788 was posted to India.
On September 8tb, 1793 he married an heiress, Jane Jarvis, daughter of the former Chief
Justice of Antigua but on July 15, 1796 his wife died of consumption. After returning to England he
remarried on November 3rd, 1807 to Elizabeth Campbell. Their first child, Jane, died on December
51h, 1808 aged 3 months.
When Macquarie arrived in NSW he found the Colony "barely emerging from infantile
imbecility". The community had been divided by the Rum Rebellion. Rum had become a form of
currency. The citizens were almost starving, public buildings were in ruins and roads and bridges
impassable.
In order to bring the warring factions together, he introduced horse-racing, agricultural fairs
and community events. He worked to end the "rum traffic", and seeing the urgent need for a hospital
he gave a consortium of merchants a monopoly on the importation of spirits on condition that they
built the Colony a new hospital. This building still stands in Macquarie Street, Sydney.
He established a massive public works program, much to the annoyance of the home'
government and he claimed he had &iven the Colony upwards of 200 new public buildings.
His main social initiative, however, was his humanitarian attitude towards the convicts. He
considered that "once a prisoner had become free, his former state should no longer be remembered".
Many ofthe self-styled "Colonial elite" were bitterly opposed to this policy. The Rev Samuel Marsden,
when acting as magistrate, closed the court rather than allow an ex-convict attorney to practise.
During the coming year, this newsletter will bring readers other aspects ofMacquarie's tenure
as Governor of New South Wales, his family and home life and his efforts to help the Aborigines.
Beverley Earnshaw
References:
Australian Encyclopaedia (Grolier Ed) Vol.5
Historic Records ofNSW Vol. 7
Australian Dictionary of Biography Vol.2
Peter Stanley: The Remote Garrison
Lysbeth Cohen: Elizabeth Macquarie, Her Life and Times
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SYDENHAM RAILWAY DISASTER of 15 February 1901

In October 1884 the JIlawarra railway line opened from Redfern to Hurstville. Sixteen years later
there was a terrible accident at Sydenham involving a commuter train. The train, pulled by F-351
Class Engine No 363, comprised eight wooden carriages all crowded with passengers.
The Australasian Railway & Locomotive Historical Society Bulletin dated March 1952
described the accident as follows:
The train involved was the 5.55pm ex Sydney, bound for Hurstville, the first stop being Tempe, and
the train left on time on the afternoon of Friday, 15 February 1901. Shortly after passing Sydenham
Junction, the engine suddenly left the rails, shot off the track to the left in the vicinity of the level
crossing at Bridge Street, collided with and smashed the crossing gate and a signal post and travelled
some distance down Bridge Street before coming 10 a stand. Miraculously, the engine missed hitting
the two-storied houses in Bridge Street, otherwise the deathroll and damage may have been greater.
After leaving the rails the engine apparently turned a complete somersault, and finished up 011 its
wheels again, losing itsfunnel and steam dome covet; as well as smashing in the cab, in the process.
As the engine left the road thefirst carriage rode up on the engine, split itself open and ended up a
tangled and splintered mass on the Tempe side of the engine alongside the permanent way. The
balance of the train continued along the line with the leading bogie of the second carriage (now the
leading carriage) running on the road bed and finally stopped when the last carriage was opposite
the engine in Bridge Street,' having travelled 470 feet from the point of derailment .....
Those killed on the spot were William Mort, aged 14Y2, of Short Street, Carlton; Sidney
Alexander Stephen King, 18, from Redfern, the train's fireman; Herbert Henry Darnley, 23, of
Rocky Point Road, Rockdale; and John James Morrison, 31, married, of Forest Road, Arncliffe,
employed as engineer in locomotive sheds at Eveleigh.
The book The Healing Saint by Lindsay Ritchie tells how "Doctors Lamrock, the two McLeods
and Halliday headed a team that attended at the scene of the disaster, whilst Drs Clay, O'Keefe and
Hinder carried out surgery on patients brought to The St George".
So many turned up to help that all the injured had been sent to the hospitals by 7.30pm and it
was left to the railway men to clear the tracks. It poured with rain at 8 o'clock. Many injured just
went home. Mr Alfred Hannington of Railway Parade, Hurstville crawled to the embankment when
he regained consciousness and arranged a seat in a-cart to take him home. Quite a few who went to
hospital went home following treatment, to stay in bed and be looked after by their local doctors.
Three died in Marrickville Cottage Hospital. George Henry Goulder, 15, from Cronulla
Street, Carlton, who was a bugler in E Company, IlIawarra Rifles, and son of Detective Goulder .
died a few minutes after admission; Leslie James Beverley, ] 3, of Bayview Street, Bexley, a pupil
of the Frederick Street Congregational Church, Rockdale, died 1 Y2 hours after admission; and Albert
Wadeson, 19, of Edward Street, Kogarah, died 2 hours after admission.
At Prince Alfred Hospital, Charles Spencer, 26, a tailor from High Street, Carlton, died at
6am on the Saturday and Frederick W Jackel, 42, native of Germany, died at 11.30 pm on Saturday.
Jackel, a cabinet maker of Webbers Road (now English St), Carlton, was a widower, and father of
four young boys. Mr Jackel was thought to have no relatives in this colony, but at the funeral his
wife's sister and her three brothers turned up at the grave having not seen Frederick Jackel for 16
years.
On Sunday, 17 February, seven funerals were held, The two railway men were buried at
Rookwood Cemetery and the other five burials took place at Woronora. Six hundred tickets were
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issued for the funeral train in 20 minutes. Two funeral parties were picked up at Rockdale, forcing
the crowded funeral train to race through Carlton without stopping. Three coffins were waiting on
the Carlton platform including that of Bugler George Goulder who was to have a semi-military
funeral. The following train which picked them up carried 800 passengers. The next day, two more
were buried at Woronora Cemetery.
Walter Jackson, an engine driver who resided near the accident scene at Sydenham, reported
seeing a dead woman lying in the cutting. No other mention was made ofa female either injured or
dead. Also listed among the dead initially but not mentioned again was R C Teece, a Kogarah
schoolboy. Was this Jeremiah Teece who died in 1901? So how many did die because of this accident?

The Healing Saint claims the accident caused "the death of some 20 passengers and injured
more than 50".
Matthew Doyle, 45, the driver of the train, had both his legs fractured, ribs broken and head
injuries and his condition was extremely. critical. He survived as did another 23 who were admitted
to hospital. Matthew Doyle had driven this same train three or four days earlier and been reprimanded
because the train was late! He had never properly recovered from another serious rail accident eight
years earlier. Matthew had been working under an engine when it was set in motion and he became
severely injured.
The Coroner's Inquest completed 6 May 1901, was held up by the slow recovery of the driver
from injuries. The inquest was followed by a Departmental Inquiry and at the request of the Hon J
H Carruthers (afterwards Sir Joseph Carruthers) an independent Board of Enquiry was formed.
This involved two experts, Professor Warren (of the Peat's Ferry accident air-exhaustion theory)
and Mr Norman Selfe, civil engineer appointed by the Government to assist the Coroner, and they
undertook the whole duty of examination and reporting on the cause of the accident.
The evidence of both enquiries centered around three things: 1-the speed of the train; 2the road over which the train ran, and 3-the suitability of the F-class engines.
The Coroner found that the derailment was caused by the high speed at which the engine was
being driven and the defective characteristics of the engine itself. It could not be decided if the road
contributed to the accident. A rider was added that engines of the F-class should not be run in the
passenger services.
The Departmental Board of Inquiry did not sit until the conclusion of the Coroner's Inquest.
Their conclusion was excessive speed approaching, if not exceeding, 50 mph; the class of engine
(F-351 class) not suitable for speeds over 35 mph. A low joint was found in the rail immediately
before the point of derailment. All of these combined contributed to the accident. The F-class engines
would develop an unusual motion at high speed, making them prone to oscillate and pitch. This
engine (No 363) had been involved in 4 out of the 8 derailments within this class.
Janette Hollebone

A locomotive of the F-351 class identical to the one involved
in the accident
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CHARLES HENRY BARSBY - FASmON

ENTREPRENEUR
An excerpt from Australian Men of Mark (1788J 888) by C F Maxwell quotes Charles Barsby is a native of St.Kilda, Victoria. He
arrived in Sydney in J 879 and five years later opened a
large drapery establishment in "The Colonnade" Forest
Road, Hurstville. He is able to supply his constituents at
Sydney prices. Mr Barsby is one of the auditors to the
Municipal Council, Hurstville.

. Charles Barsby was one of the district's brightest
entrepreneurs. Born in Melbourne in 1857, he was the
eldest of four children of John Henry and Maryann Barsby.
At 12 years of age he began work to support his mother,
sister and two younger brothers.
In 1878, aged 21, he left Melbourne and in April
1880 commenced work for A M Morrison at 566 George
St, Sydney. After 6 months he joined Farmer & Co as a
salesman in the Men's Outfitters Department. In 1882 he
married Sophia May Kidd at Glebe. They had 2 children,
Charles Henry Barsby
Percy born in 1883 and Myra in 1886
Charles Barsby began a number of businesses which are recorded in the Sands Directories.
1. In 1884, a drapery store at Austral Terrace, St.L.E. (not identified)
2. In 1887, a drapery and book store in Forest Road Hurstville. It later became Barters ofHurstville
3. In 1895, a drapery store in Rocky Point Road, Rockdale
4. About 1897 he opened a business opposite the railway station in Railway Parade, Kogarah. It
later became Turner Brothers.
II~~A
He also owned a large portion (58 blocks) in the Roberts Hill Estate, Allawah, which was
f:l- ADY.J/:-auctioned on 14 October 1905. Some streets are named after the family such as Rutland Street and
l)~
:; Barsb~Avenuc. He also owned a subdivision bounded by Mount Street, Pirate Street (since relL
named), Perouse Street and Rainbow Street, Randwick which was auctioned on 3 November 1906.
He sold some of his businesses before taking his family overseas to the UK and Europe. On
his return, Charley and son, Percy, began a millinery business under the name ofC H Barsby & Son
with a factory in Myrtle Street, Chippendale, a showroom at 898 York Street and retail outlet at 76'.
78 the Queen Victoria Building. They also opened branches of their business in London and Paris.
~l
The family resided in several suburbs, Hunters Hill, Killara, Manly and Vaucluse, and in 1902
moved into Konubia, a two-storey mansion built across two blocks ofland on the corner of English
~
.; and Bellevue Streets, Kogarah. This house later became Brooklyn Private Hospital. The family was
active in the life of St.Pauls Church, Kogarah, Charley being Sunday School Superintendent for a
time and it is believed, Rector's Warden.
,
Both father and son had an interest in antiques and old books. Charley was a Free Mason,
President oftbe City Bowling Club (1913 to 1914) and a founding director of the Woronora Crematorium. His ashes and those of his wife are in the round garden at the Crematorium's entrance.
Charles Barsby was an entrepreneur in his time, a man who devoted his life to work, his family
and the community. Sadly, he lost his businesses and the family home during the Great Depression.
Charles and Sophia moved from Vaucluse to Randwick where he died in 1935.
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Barsby

s Hurstville Emporium

later became Barters

Mrs Sophia Barsby wearing a hat made in
Barsby s hat factory

,..../"'--;
.. - .;''/

Fashionable millinery as shown in Barsby s catalogue
Information and pictures supplied by Mrs Lynne Johns, a Barsby descendant

From the Museum
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Samplers
(an example)

In the hallway of Carss Cottage Museum are two framed embroidered samplers, beautiful
examples of the art of needlework executed by young girls of the 19th century.
One is the work of Elizabeth Goddard, embroidered in 1843 when she was 13 years old. The
other is by Elizabeth Young, worked in 1865 when she was aged 9 years old.
Old samplers usually contain a wealth of information. They are special pieces of good stitching
technique and carefully considered composition. Samplers were frequently made by children as
young as seven to eleven years of age as they learned to embroider.
A coloured sampler, worked by an 8 year old girl, Martha Edlin in 1668 was one of the many
examples of her embroidery. It was on unbleached linen, about 8 inches wide x 30 inches long
and worked in coloured silks. It contained three alphabets, twelve or more borders of patterns.
all in a variety of stitches, and is signed and dated.
By the time she was 13 years old she had also worked a white-work. sampler 8 x 13 inches, a
stump-work. box, a beaded trinket box, two tiny pincushions. a needle case, a bodkin case, a
miniature toy bellows and a pair of long gloves in silver thread. Quite an achievement
Genuinely dated examples from as early as the middle of the 17th century showed good desi gn
and a great variety of stitches, patterns and materials. They served as a record for future use just
as today we would refer to a printed book.

Map samplers contained monotonously stitched names of English counties and European
countries and at the same time taught a little geography.
Embroidery samplers contained alphabets and numerals and served as an aid for the marking
of household linen and clothing.
Darning samplers taught the needleworker the important an of mending.
Samplers frequently contained moralistic verses, prayers and dedications and often referred to
life and death. Serious sentiments for a young needleworker.
A more light hearted sentiment was included in a sampler stitched in the mid 18th century by a
ten year old girl and bears out the need for young women to be patient and diligent:
This needlework. of mine may tell
And by my elders I was taught

That when a child I learned well
Not to spend my time for nought.

A young girl's needlework. was usually cherished by her family, preserved and handed down as
family heirlooms - none more so than the sampler. We are indeed very fortunate to have these
two precious examples in our collection.
Coralie Lewin
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THE NSW PREMIER'S HISTORY AWARDS
On Tuesday October 27,2009 Janette Hollebone and Beverley Earnshaw attended the 131h Annual
Dinner for the presentation of the NSW Premier's History Awards.
In his opening speech the then Premier, Nathan Rees, reminded the audience that history is at
the centre of our culture. He told us that in many ways it is our culture, illuminating our sense of
ourselves and what our nation stands for. New South Wales was the first State to sponsor annual
history awards - and it was right to do so. It was in this state that our nation's story began with the
meeting of two distinctive cultures. And it is here, with the encouragement of these awards, that our
writers, filmmakers and other students of the past will continue to explore and explain that story for
the benefit of future generations.
The Premier spoke of the resurgence of interest in history over the past two decades. A new
breed of popular authors has put history into the hands of everyday people. Their books are well
written, exciting and properly researched.
.
Magnificent documentaries have appeared on Australian TV screens, like The First
Australians and Australians at War. And history has been restored in the high school curriculum.
Janette and Beverley were fortunate to be seated alongside Dr Janette Holcomb who received
the 2009 History Fellowship 0[$20,000 to work on the history of early merchant families of Sydney,
1788-1850.
The young people's history prize for 2009 went to authorlhistorian, Anthony Hill, for Captain
Cook s Apprentice, a children's novel about a cabin boy who became an admiral in the British Navy.
The same author won the Premier's Literature Prize in 2002 for his biography of Jim Martin, the
youngest Anzac.
The Community and Regional Prize went to David Bollen for Up on the Hill: a History of
St.Patricks College, Manly and the Australian History Prize was won by Robin Gerster for Travels
in Atomic Sunshine:Australia and the Occupation of Japan.
The prizes were-each worth $15,000.
MONDAYS AT THE MUSEUM, SEPTEMBER 28
A near disaster averted
At Mondays at the Museum on September 28, a disaster was narrowly averted when Ray Thorburn,
the engaged speaker, failed to arrive. As the company waited, Cliff Crane, who was in the audience,
stepped forward and filled the breach much to the pleasure of those present.
Cliff is an authority on the life and works of Banjo Paterson and he entertained the audience
~ith _all!ction of recitations, particularly The Manfrom Snowy River. Thank you, Cliff.
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BANJO PATERSON - A FORGOTTEN WORK

'Banjo Paterson was a close friend and political supporter of our own Joseph Carruthers, Premier of
NSW and Member for St.George, who lived in Vista Street, Sans Souci. Carruthers' party was
called the "Liberal Party", although in 1907 this was not the same as the Liberal Party we know
today.
At Sydney Town Hall on Monday September 91h, ] 907 there was a "Monster Meeting" in
support of Carruthers' team standing at the coming election. The program included an organ recital
and orchestral selections. Banjo Paterson composed a campaign song for the occasion and it was
set to music by Signor Lardelli. As this is believed to be a previously unpublished work of Paterson,
The Kogarah Historical Society is presenting it for the first time in its newsletter. A photocopy of
the music can be obtained from the Society.
For the words, see next page.

The Good old Liberal Flag
Campaign Song for the General Election
September 10, 1907
When first Australia's statesmen rose
They took the task in hand To gain the boon of liberty
In this our Fatherland.
Of Henry Parkes and Dunmore Lang
And Wentworth bold we brag
They raised the flag we fly today
The good old Liberal Flag.
Chorus The good old Liberal Flag my boys,
The good old Liberal Flag.
And Joe Carruthers he's marching on
With the good old Liberal Flag.
From deaf old England's distant shores
The immigrants may come.
From Scottish hills and Irish dales
To make this land their home.
The absentees who hold our lands,
From off their perch we'll drag;
We'll find a home for every man
Beneath the Liberal Flag

Chorus -

As long as freedom holds her sway
So long that flag shall fly.
Our watchword is the people's will
And down with tyranny.
The country's laws must be obeyed,
And though Bill Lyne may brag,
Unfair taxation we resist
Beneath the Liberal Flag.

Chorus -

So Liberals all in strength arise
United we must be;
Tomorrow's fight must show your mightMarch on to victory.
And when the fight is fought and won,
No more the foe will brag;
You'll see it floating up aloft
The good old Liberal Flag

A.B.P.
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Set to music by Signor Lardelli

Chorus -

'~I

Member Profile

~Velyn
Buckingham joined the society in 2004 but has lived in Kogarah for most of her Ii fe. She
was born at St.George Hospital and grew up in the family home at 24 Bowns Road. The house, built
r( /
of weatherboard in 1899, is still there and is still occupied by a family member, Evelyn's sister.
\!!
Evelyn went to Carlton South Public School and then to Kogarah Home Science, as it was
called in those days. After finishing school she pursued a career in office administration and worked
in that area from age 15 years to 62 years when she retired.
She is an avid traveller and first went overseas to Europe in 1958, staying for 18 months. As
she explains, she would not have come home then except that the ticket was a return and could not
be changed. During the trip she worked in London as a secretary, in Norway as a washer upper (!),
in Dijon where she did grape picking and in Marseilles as a housemaid to a wealthy family. This
gave her a taste for travel and since then she has travelled extensively through Asia, Europe and
New Zealand, as well as seeing her own country. Back in the early days adventurous girls were
news and the story of Evelyn's first trip was reported in the social pages here.
She has always liked meeting and talking to people and she belongs to many different organisations. She is actively involved in Rotary and the National Seniors Association and for 9 years did
volunteer work for Vickery Village where she now lives.
Evelyn loves history, particularly when it is about buildings and architecture. She attends our
meetings regularly and is on the Museum roster. If it is not busy at the Museum you will probably
find Evelyn doing a crossword as, in her own words, she is a crossword fanatic.
Gill Whan

The Macquarie Rose
Hawkesbury City Council is launching a new rose to honour Governor Macquarie and a new iris in
honour of Mrs Macquarie.
New South Wales Governor, Marie Bashir, planted the Governor Macquarie rose in the garden of the Deerubbin Centre, Windsor in July 2009 so that it will be in bloom for its launch in
Macquarie's bicentennial year. It will then be on sale at Swane's Nurseries, Dural.
Mrs Macquarie is being honoured with an iris because Governor Macquarie wrote in his
journal that she used to hand out irises to Campbelltown locals as small gifts.
The Governor's rose will be launched at 2 pm on Wednesday 14th April, 2010 in the garden
of the Deerubbin Centre, Windsor.
(from INSlTES, the Magazine of Historic Houses Trust)
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Our 2009 Christmas Party
On Thursday, December 11,2009, thirty-one happy people enjoyed the Society's Christmas party at
Penshurst RSL where they tucked into a lunch of roast turkey followed by Christmas pudding. The
arrangements were ably carried out by Mavis Ward who took over the task when Coralie became ill.
Our thanks go to Mavis not only for liaising with the club and the caterers, but also for her table
decorations, hand made calendars, lucky door prize and fun quiz, all of which served to make the
luncheon a great success. We hope to see more members there next year.

Group Visit to Carss Cottage
On Monday, December 14,2009, twenty-five people from the Jannali Neighbour Aid visited Carss
Cottage. On this occasion the chairs were arranged behind the cottage as it was rather windy in the
courtyard. This visit came highly recommended by some of the group who had been before, but
they expressed disappointment that Coralie was not able to be with them. They all sent her their
very best wishes and hope for her speedy recovery.
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