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Old Government House Sydney, residence of Governor and 
Mrs Macquarie, as painted in 1828 by Augustus Earle 

Meetings and Speakers . 
Thursday 11 March 
AGM. No speaker but a Show and Tell 
so bring along your interesting historic 
treasures and be prepared to tell us their 
stories. 

Thursday 8 April 
Lesley Muir will speak on 
Sydney's Garden Palace Scandal. 
For details see page 9. 

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2 pm on the second Thursday of 
each month. Enjoy the speaker, then the opportunity to chat over afternoon lea. A short business 
';;eting follows. For assistance with transport to meetings please contact Carole Tier (9527 2403) 



Show and Tell 
following the Annual General Meeting 

11th March, 2010 
Following our very successful 'Show and Tell' last year, we are repeating the event 
after our AGM in March. Members are invited to bring something, no matter how 
odd, and tell us about it. The object might be a household item, clothing, a medal, 
photograph, sporting memorabilia or just something to surprise us. It was fun last 
year so come along and take part. 

Museum Roster 

March April 
7th Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 
14th Mavis Ward & Mary Williams 
~st Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 

VL8th Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

4th Evelyn Buckingham & Adele Ryan 
11 th Gill Whan & Diedre Shroeder 
J.8th Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson 

V25th Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

Hours are 1 pm to 5 pm. Any problems, please contact Elizabeth Emerson on 9579 4118 

Any members who are willing to take a spot on the museum roster, to attend once every two 
months or to be on the Emergency List, please contact the President or any Committee Member. 

Committee 2009 (* denotes Executive) 
President: * Beverley Earnshaw Ph: 9546 1091 
Vice President (1):* Janette Hollebone Ph: 95297117 
Vice President (2) * Betty Goodger Ph: 9570 ] 101 
Secretary: * Gill Whan Ph: 95464623 
Treasurer: * .Cath Sullivan Ph: 95796149 
Museum Custodian: : Geralie I mJfiA Ph: 9546 1580 
Committee Members: Beryl Butters, Mavis Ward, Trudy Johns, 

Judy Reynolds, Carole Tier, Lawrie Corry 

,.,/ 
v{' March 7 pm 

5 April 
3 May 

Committee Meetings 
Trudy Johns, 2/900 Forest Road, Peakhurst 
Easter Monday, no meeting 
Janette Hollebone, 1 Meriel St, Sans Souci 
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THE QUEENSLAND FLYING DOCTOR 
SERVICE 1951-1952 

by Betty Reynolds 

During 1951 and 1952, I was a 'frequent flyer' with my husband who was a doctor employed by the 
Queensland Flying Doctor Service. 

The area serviced by the QFDS covered Aurukun in Cape York, up to Mornington Island in 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, down to Charleville, and across to Charters Towers. 

Initially doctors were trained by Dr A Vickers at Charleville Flying Doctor Base before being 
transferred out to work at other bases. Flying Doctor Service Bases were located at Cloncurry and 
Charleville. During our service, we were very involved with the opening of the new base at Char 
ters Towers and were fortunate enough to live there for a short time. 

The aeroplanes flown during this time were Dragons (affectionately known as the"Butterbox") 
and later the service graduated to a Drover, not unlike a miniature Douglas. Refuelling was usually 
carried out at Burketown or Normanton. 

The QFDS was financed by events organised by the rural and local people, eg Birdsville 
Picnic Races, property owners, street stalls and donations. The amount of money raised for the 
QFDS was met, and then doubled by the Queensland Government. 

Pilots for the Service during this time were provided by TAA (Trans Australian Airlines). 
Some who flew for the Service were 'bush pilots' and they also flew for dingo baiting, fire spotting 
etc. Doctors were employed directly by the QFDS whilst nurses were not employed until years 
later. Patients were seen at outlying stations, and clinics were held at Mornington Island and Bru 
nette Downs etc. Runways used were usually maintained by station owners but frequently wild 
goats had to be 'scattered' away before a plane could land. Flights mostly began at dawn and it was 
usually planned for the plane to return before nightfalL On one occasion the plane was running late 
and had to return to Charters Towers in the dark. The towns' people brought their cars, trucks, utes 
etc to line the runway with their lights on so that the pilot could be guided to and on to the runway. 

On one occasion a horse raced on to a runway as the plane was landing which resulted in the 
fixed landing wheel being bent up into the undercarriage. The plane couldn't land and had to return 
to base at Cloncurry for a crash landing on grass. All was well and there were no injuries apart from 
the damaged plane and the horse, which apparently was seen a couple of years later with a distinct 
'7' on its rump 

Queenslanders who accessed the service were generally very stoic people and often the QFDS 
was not contacted unless the situation was life threatening. It was then that a plane, with pilot and 
doctor was dispatched. Some patients who received initial care at Cloncurry were transported to 
Townsville Base Hospital for further specialist treatment. 

The children from Mitchell River Mission would gather water hyacinths and mangos (with 
little messages scratched into the skin) which they gave us to take back to base at Cloncurry. 

Medicine chests were well organized at all of the FDS bases, homesteads and missions. They 
had the same tablets, ointments and lotions marked with the same numbers. When people on the 
outlying stations or missions were worried about a condition, they would radio the QFDS base 
where they could talk to a doctor. This usually resulted in a consultation and prescription being 
made. This was later followed up by another radio call or visit by the doctor as was appropriate. 

In 1956 the QFDS was incorporated into the ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE OF 
AUSTRALIA and is now one entity. 

Thank you, Betty. It is wonderful to hear true stories from members' lives - ed 
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GEORGE JARVIS, MACQUARIE'S FAITHFUL VALET 

Governor and Mrs Macquarie moved into Sydney's First Government House on New Year's Day 
1810. The position of Governor of New South Wales called for constant socialization and lavish 
entertainment in order to meet as many residents as possible in the new Colony. Annual dinners 
marked the birthdays of the King and Prince Regent, while the Queen's birthday was celebrated 
with a glittering ball. Mrs Macquarie gave "little dances", concerts and tea parties and the Governor 
held "public" dinners for the officers and gentlemen. These dinners often brought him into conflict 
with the self-styled Colonial elite, because he routinely invited emancipists to join them. 

Such a busy household depended on a large number of servants. Macquarie had an amiable 
relationship with his staff and mentions in his journal Joseph, his coachman, and Martin, the assist 
ant cook. However, there was no servant so highly valued and genuinely loved as George Jarvis, 
Macquarie's valet. 

George was an Indian who, as a boy 5 or 6 years old, Macquarie had bought in the slave 
market in Calicut in 1794 for 70 rupees. This was not illegal. Slavery was not outlawed from 
England until 1811 and it continued to be valid in India until 1843. Macquarie gave the boy to his 
first wife, Jane Jarvis, to be trained as a servant, and named him George. Because slaves usually 
took the surnames of their owners, the boy's official name was George Jarvis. 

Jane died in 1796 and George accompanied Macquarie as an officer's servant during his 
military campaigns, the boy's main duty being to guard his master's baggage. During the Egyptian 
campaign in 1801 Macquarie lent George to his brother, Charles, a Captain in the Black Watch, 
who had been seriously wounded at Aboukir, Macquarie wrote - 

6.10 .. 1801. I have sent home in charge of my brother, myfavourite slave boy named George Jarvis 
with the intention that he should put him to school and get him otherwise qualified for making him 
a good servant when I return home myself -- this poor boy tho' he expressed atfirst great sorrow at 
parting with me, at length cheerfully undertook to accompany my brother to Europe -- 

George was then about 12 and under Scottish law he automatically received his freedom when 
he entered the country. It was four years before Macquarie returned. His return is described in the 
diary of his second wife, Elizabeth Campbell which records that One afternoon the usually quiet 
Indian, George, became very excited as he admitted two new arrivals, Elizabeth s brother, Major 
John Campbell of Airds, and a tall distinguished-looking uniformed man with greying hair. The 
soldier was Lieutenant-Colonel Lachlan Macquarie. This was the occasion when Macquarie and 
Elizabeth met and their courtship began. From that time George returned to Macquarie's service as 
his valet and remained with him until the day Macquarie died. 

In Australia George was an important member of Government House staff and accompanied 
Macquarie on his tours of New South Wales and Van Diemens Land. On his tour of inspection to 
the western and southern country Macquarie wrote - 

Monday 16 Octr.J 820 -- I set out this morning at half past six o'clock from Parramatta in my 
carriage with myoid faithful valet George Jarvis - 
Thursday 26 Octr: -- We all rode into camp together and arrived there at 1 pm, George having wine, 
biscuit and oranges preparedfor the travellers -- 
But when he went to Newcastle and Port Macquarie he wrote - Thursday 1 Novr.l821 -- my old 
faithful valet George was too unwell to accompany me on this voyage -- 

On January 20, 1820 the convict transport Lord Wellington arrived in Sydney carrying 120 
female prisoners. Among these was Mary Jelley, a housemaid and cook, convicted in Leicester for 

4 

~--------------~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~--~=---=-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



stealing her master's wine. Mary was assigned to Government House and two months later Mac 
quarie wrote - 

22.3.1820. This morning my oldfaithful Domestic (now in my service 25 years) George Jarvis was 
married by the Reverend Mr Cowper in St.Phillips Church to Mary Jelly (sic) recently arrived in 
the Colony, prisoner, and now Chambermaid at Government House. 

The following December Macquarie recorded that Mrs Jarvis, the wife of his faithful valet, 
George Jarvis, had been delivered of a daughter at Government House Parramatta on the evening of 
Tuesday the 19th. As master of the household, Macquarie instituted an old English custom by 
claiming the right to name the baby whom he called Jane, after his own infant daughter who had 
died. Sadly, little Jane Jarvis died on the following Christmas Day. 

The Macquaries left Australia aboard the Surry on February 15, 1822 taking George and 
Mary Jarvis with them. Macquarie had granted an Absolute Pardon so that Mary could re-enter 
Britain without being Charged with the crime of "returning from transportation". At San Salvadore 
in May 1822, Mary gave birth to her second child named Elizabeth after Mrs Macquarie. On their 
return the Macquarie household was re-established on the Isle of Mull. 

Lachlan Macquarie's last illness was in the summer of 1824 when he and George had gone to 
London on business. After receiving a bad report about her husband's health, Elizabeth hurried 
from Mull to London to be with him. When she arrived at his lodgings in Duke Street London, 
George met her at the door with the words Thank goodness you've come. He's been asking for you. 
Macquarie died on July 1, 1824. A heartbroken Elizabeth returned to Scotland by coach while the 
ever faithful George accompanied the coffin back to The Isle of Mull by ship. 

In his will, Macquarie provided George with an annuity of 25 pounds "during his natural 
life", allowed him to live on one of his farms and made provision for George to be fed, clothed and 
lodged at the expense ofMacquarie's heirs and successors, independent of the annuity. George died 
6 months later in January 1825 aged about 35. 

Mary Jarvis lived on Mull for the rest of her life. She served as Elizabeth Macquarie's maid 
servant and was present with the doctor at Elizabeth's deathbed on March 11, 1835. 

Mrs Macquarie showed a genuine affection for George's daughter, Elizabeth, and when the 
child was 7 years old established "The Macquarie Trust" for her. The interest from the Trust would 
bring an annuity of 24 pounds per annum for Elizabeth Jarvis, a female infant of colour, who was 
born at San Salvadore ... May 1822. and after whose death proceeds were to be usedfor the benefit 
and relief of such persons ... resident on the estate of Jarvisfield. The Macquarie Trust is still in 
existence. 
Beverley Earnshaw 
References: 
Macquarie L: Journal No.512.9./804 Mitchell Library 
Cohen L: Elizabeth Macquarie Her Life & TImes Wentworth Books Sydney 1979 
Macquarie L: Journals of His Tours in NSW & VDL. Lib.of Australian History 1979 

Government House 
Parramatta c.1809 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
11TH MARCH, 2010 

The Annual General Meeting is an opportunity for members to put forward ideas, especially this 
year in which we celebrate the Governor Macquarie Bicentenary. It is also when we elect the Com 
mittee for the coming year. 

It is unfortunate that several of our committee members have been forced to resign due to ill 
health. Therefore we look forward to welcoming new faces on the committee for 2010. Committee 
meetings take place on the first Monday of each month at 7 pm (but not when the meeting falls on 
a Public Holiday) at the homes of several members in turn. Not everyone is expected to host a 
committee meeting. If you are able to help the Society, please speak to any committee member. 

THE MUSEUM 
Our greatest concern is for the Museum. Coralie Lewin has done a wonderful job as Museum 
Custodian for 10 years. The Museum is in great shape and is a credit to her. But Coralie has had a 
huge major operation and is about to start chemotherapy so that it is vital that we find someone to 
replace her and be responsible for the museum. The new person taking over will inherit a Museum 
which is clean and well organized and with records that are up-to-date. 

The museum is the society's "showpiece" and our only source of income. We must keep it 
going as an important educational facility and a great cultural icon in the district. 

MONDAYS AT THE MUSEUM 
Mondays at the Museum will resume on March 22nd. Our first speaker will be Wendy Cornish, 
with a talk entitled Printer's Ink is in my Veins. Wendy was a copy girl for the Sun Newspaper in 
1954, the year the Queen visited and will speak on early life in the printing industry. These morn 
ings start with morning tea in the courtyard, after which we go into the Museum to hear the speaker. 
Full details and the Mondays at the Museum program for 2010 are on the leaflet enclosed with this 
newsletter. 

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
We have two bus trips planned - 
(1) Thursday, May 20, The Historic Houses of Hurstville, led by Betty Goodger 
(2) Thursday, September 16, Historic Camperdown Cemetery and more! Led by, Janette 
Hollebone 

COMING SPEAKERS 
11 March 
8 April 
13 May 
10 June 

AGM -- Followed by 'Show and Tell' 
Lesley Muir -- Sydney's Garden Palace Scandal 
Jon Breen, Engineer & Historian -- The Historic Alexandria Canal 
Pauline Curby -- The History of Randwick 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
This month we welcome Barbara Lapsley to our Society. New members are always welcome. 

Membership ensures that you are invited to our monthly meetings to hear excellent speakers, you 
receive a newsletter every second month and have free entry to Carss Cottage Museum on Sundays. 
Membership costs $10 per annum for individuals and $] 5 ror couples. 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
presents 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY THROUGH ART 

\ 
J 

AN OFFICIAL EVENT IN 
THE MACQUARIE BICENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS 2010 

To celebrate the 200m Anniversary of Governor Lachlan Macquarie's arrival in New South 
Wales, The Kogarah Historical Society is conducting an art competition for schoolchildren on the 
theme of Australian History through Art. Our initiative has been accepted by the Events Division 
of the Department of Premier and Cabinet, we have received endorsement and will go on the offi 
cial Government Website. 

An invitation to participate will be extended to all schools in the Georges River Region and 
we are asking children to draw a picture of any event in Australian history. Kindergarten children 
will only be expected to colour in from a picture supplied by us. The subject nominated for Kinder 
garten is The Macquarie Lighthouse and a suitable image has been drawn by South Coast Artist, 
Noeline Berthold. There will be four sections - 
Section 1: Years 5 & 6, Section 2: Years 3 & 4, Section 3: Years 1 & 2, Section 4: Kindergarten 

Because the Society is not doing a new publication this year, prize money will be available 
through the Gwen Coxhead bequest. Gwen was an artist, poet, historian and benefactor of Kogarah 
Historical Society and we feel this is a fitting use of her legacy. 

First prize in each section will be $50 plus a $100 donation to the school library. 
Instead of second and third prizes, there will be ten $10 prizes in each section so that more 

children will be rewarded. We hope to give each entrant a Certificate of Participation. 
The size of the entries should be No smaller than A4 and No larger than A3. 
Each entry must have a caption and show the student's Name, Class and School. 
Information will go out to the schools in mid March and completed entries will need to be in 

the hands of Kogarah Historical Society by 14 May, 2010 to be sent to the judges immediately. We . 
have booked exhibition space for a display of entries at Kogarah Library from 15 to 29 June, 2010 
(Kogarah Library only allows exhibitions to remain up for two weeks) and later at Carss Cottage 
Museum. Prizes will be presented at individual schools. 

This is the most ambitious project the society has done for some years and there are small 
jobs that can easily be carried out by members. 

We will need people to pick up the entries from schools. 
We wi1l need people with neat handwriting or printing to write the names on the certificates 

of participation. 
We wi1l need people to help us put up the exhibition at Kogarah Library. All the pictures have 

to be mounted in frames provided by the library and library staff will be there to help. Then we will 
need people to help take down the exhibition. We hope the exhibition will be good publicity for the 
Kogarah Historical Society. 
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P MORE ABOUT THE SYDENHAM RAIL DISASTER 

I 

Our member, Ken Kershaw, adds to Janette's account of the Sydenham Rail Disaste which was 
published in our last issue. He writes - 

I very much enjoyed reading your article in the JanlFeb Newsletter. There is a little postscript that I 
can add to the F-351 class locos, and their ban from passenger use that resulted from the 1901 
disaster. 

There was a strong feeling among locomotive engineers that the derailment of No.363 was 
actually due to the "low joint" in the track, and was not due to any design imperfections in the loco. 
Amongst the band of "F-351 believers" was none less than Mr c.A.(Con) Cardew, the Assistant 
Chief Mechanical Engi neer. 

Con was a charming man who was always prepared to chat with cadet civil engineers such as 
myself. In the 1950s steam was still the predominant form of motive power and the NSW Steam 
Tram & Railway Preservation Society used to run tourist excursions on a fairly regular basis. Con 
loved to take the controls of these "famous" historic locomotives and was not above turning in 
some thrilling performances. He was often seen on the footplate replete in three-piece suit with 
gold watch-chain, but as a concession to the working conditions he also wore a grey dust-coat, an 
engineman's peaked cap and goggles. 

By the late 1950s most of the F-351 engines had been scrapped. In 1964 Con used his influence 
to take a special from Sydney to Campbelltown. I was on that special which comprised end-platform 
coaches. Thus it was possible to go to the front platform of the leading coach and be almost within 
arm's reach of the engine. Once the engine got up speed it developed a noticeable fore-and-aft 
pitching motion. I was not actually concerned for our safety, but remember hoping that Con would 
not go any faster. I remember thinking that the 1901 decision to ban them from passenger service 
was well founded. 

Later in my 13 year career with the NSW Railways, I was promoted to the position of Divisional 
Engineer with the Way & Works Branch. In that position I sat on many Boards of Inquiry into 
derailments, and can state that in certain circumstances a low joint can cause a derailment. However, 
in most cases it is a contributing factor, rather than the sole cause. 

On the basis of your article I would certainly back your broad hint that the driver was unfit for 
duty. The fact that he had recently received a "bung" for late running would not have helped the 
situation. As you may be aware, locos of that period were not fitted with any form of speedometer, 
so adhering to the timetable while at the same time not exceeding speed limits called for a high 
level of judgement. 
Ken Kershaw 

I 
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MEMBER PROFILE 
\./ 

Gilda Tilia - is the person who gets up very early on 
Mondays of every second month to make the lovely 
scones that we all enjoy for morning tea at Mondays 
at the Museum. Gildajoined the Society about 13 years 
ago after a friend persuaded her to come along to a 
meeting. 

She was born in Italy in a small village 60 kms 
from Rome and was one of eight children. She and 
her sister came to Australia on an assisted passage in 
1960, arriving on Boxing Day and going to stay with 
her brother who had migrated earlier and lived in 
Erskineville. She was 19 years old. 

In ] 960, Australia was not a multicultural society and it was hard for migrants, particularly if 
they did not speak English. Gilda found work in Weston's biscuit factory but it was shift work 
which meant it was difficult to attend the free English classes which were run at night. She went 
when she could but also did a correspondence course in order to become fluent. 

One of the first people Gilda met when she arrived was Giovanni. They fell in love, married in 
1965 and moved to the St George area. Gilda's sister married Giovanni's brother. Their parents and 
the rest of the family came to Australia in due course but some returned to Italy after a few years. 
Now there are three of the family here with their children and grandchildren and there are noisy 
family occasions for christenings, weddings and other celebrations. Gilda and Giovanni have two 
sons, one married to an Italian girl and one to an Australian, and five grandchildren, the oldest now 
16 years. The grandchildren have close links with their "Nonna" (Grandma), who looked after them 
when they were small, taking them to school and also working in the School Canteen as a volunteer. 

Travel back to Italy has been important and Gilda went with her boys in 1970 and the whole 
family went for three months in 1978 to get to know the country and their many relatives. They 
went back to celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary and again last year spent four weeks visiting. 

Gilda's interests include family, cooking which she loves, gardening (flowers only, Giovanni 
looks after the vegetables) and reading biographies. She delivered Meals on Wheels for 25 years, is 
a member of Kogarah Seniors and of course our Society, and she agrees that she now "calls Aus 
tralia home". 
Gill Whan 
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THINGS TO DO IN YOUR SPARE TIME 

HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2010. As part of the National Trust initiative, Kogarah Historical 
Society is contributing to the exhibition during Heritage Week at Kogarah Library which can be 
een from 8 - 22 April, 2010 from 10 am to 7 pm The exhibition will feature art, photographs and 
objects which reveal Kogarah's part in the building of our Nation. The theme of this year's Festival 
is The Making of our Nation which win acknowledge Governor Macquarie's contribution to the 
growth of the State of New South Wales. 1 
THE NATIONAL TRUST S.H. ERVIN GALLERY is situated in Watson Road, Ob 
servatory Hill, The Rocks, Sydney .. This exhibitiion space has recently undergone an upgrade and 
many of the artworks on display there focus on Sydney's changing cityscape and lifestyle. Works 
span the period 1850-] 950. At a certain time of the year this is also the gallery in which entries for 
the Archibald Prize, which were not hung in the Art Gallery, are exhibited. There is limited parking 
and a Trust Cafe on site. The Gallery is open Tuesday to Sunday 11 am to 5 pm. 
Enquiries: 02 9258 0173 

RESTORING THE JAMES CRAIG Michael York is a marine engineer who has dedi 
cated over 20 years of his life to the restoration of this historic vessel. He is an active volunteer at 
the Sydney Maritime Museum and has devoted much of his time to raising funds to preserve and 
restore historic vessels. Michael will speak on restoring the James Craig on Wednesday April 7, 
2010 at 1 pm in the Reception Room, History House, Macquarie Street, Sydney. Booking essential 
(02) 9247 8001. 

TOUR OF SYDNEY UNIVERSITY. On Thursday April 15, 2010, friends are invited to 
join members of the Royal Australian Historical Society for a guided tour of the Sydney University 
Camperdown Campus. Meeting place - the Eastern entrance to the main quadrangle at 9.15 am for 
a 9.30 start. Bookings are essential, phone (02) 9247 8001 

THE SYDNEY TRAMWAY MUSEUM Pitt Street & Princes Highway, Loftus NSW 
is open on Sundays and Public Holidays 10 am until 5 pm (closed Christmas Day), and on Wednes 
days 10 am until 3 pm. 
There, visitors can experience the thrill of riding trams which operated in Sydney prior to 1961 and 
in other cities. Entry fee gives unlimited tram rides. Museum is open during the Autumn, Winter 
and Spring school holidays and the last two weeks of the Summer holidays. Enquiries phone: 02 
95423646. 

THE VALLEY HEIGHTS STEAM TRAMWAY was established in association with 
the Valley Heights heritage museum when a fire destroyed the Parramatta Park Tramway in 1993. 
Since the fire the Steam Tram Society has rebuilt its collection including the famous Sydney steam 
tram of the late 1890s 
The Museum's Open Days are the second and fourth Sundays of each month (except Mothers' Day 
and the last Sunday in December) between 10 am and 4 pm. Contact phone: 024751 4638 (week 
ends only) 

12 


