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Kogarah High School has just celebrated its 120th anniversary. Depicted is Kogarah Superior Public School – see story inside

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 8 September 2011
Speaker: Dr Ian Jack, President Royal
Australian Historical Society: Governor
Macquarie and Town Planning

Thursday 13 October 2011
Speaker: John Brock, Brock Surveys, Colonel
William, the Shining Light in Australian
Surveying

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker, then
the opportunity to chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows.

Mondays at the Museum
26 September – Beverley Earnshaw
We have had a change of speaker for September, Beverley will give us her presentation on
The Phoenix Convict Hulk. This is the talk she was invited to give and which was received
with acclaim, to an International History Conference on Norfolk Island. Les Bursill the listed
speaker for September will now speak in November. Join us at 10 am for a delicious morning
tea in the courtyard and then adjourn to the Kogarah Room in the Museum for the
presentation. Cost is $5 which also gives you the chance to win a door prize. Stay after the
talk and look around the Museum if you wish. Bookings essential. Ring Mavis Ward on
9546 5704 to reserve your place.
Museum Roster
September 2011
th

4

th

11

th

18

th

25

October 2011

Carole Tier & Ken Grieve

nd

Gill Whan & Deirdre Schroeder

th

Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry

2

Mavis Ward & Mary Williams
Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

9

th

Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson

th

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

th

Cath & Leo Sullivan

16
23
30

Hours are 1 pm – 5 pm. Any problems, please contact Elizabeth Emerson on 9579 4118
We are always looking for members to volunteer for either a regular spot at the Museum or
to go on the emergency list. Contact one of the Committee if you are willing to help.
Committee 2011 (* denotes Executive)
President:*
Vice President (1):*
Vice President (2)*
Secretary:*
Treasurer:*
Committee Members:

Beverley Earnshaw
Ph: 9546 1091
Janette Hollebone
Ph: 9529 7117
Vacant
Gill Whan
Ph: 9546 4623
Cath Sullivan
Ph: 9579 6149
Beryl Butters, Mavis Ward, Trudy Johns,
Carole Tier, Lawrie Corry

Committee meeting venues
5 Sept, 7.00 pm
3 Oct, 7.00 pm
7 Nov, 7.00 pm

Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer Street, Kogarah Bay
Beryl Butters, 36 Louisa Street, Oatley
Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St., Carss Park

Dates for your diary
15 September – Bus tour of Sutherland Shire, led by Terry McCosker from
Sutherland Historical Society. Tour leaves Mortdale RSL at 9.30 am, back by 3.30
pm. Cost $15.00 (buy own lunch) Book NOW through Janette Hollebone 9529 7117.
29 October – Celebrate the 40th anniversary of Carss Cottage Museum and come to
the Open Day from 1pm – 5pm. Volunteers needed, contact Gill Whan.
8 December – Christmas Lunch, 12.30 pm at Mortdale RSL.
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KOGARAH HIGH SCHOOL – 1870 - 1935
This year Kogarah High School is celebrating 120
years. Kogarah School started in a small way and
gradually developed until there was a separate
high school. In the Sydney Morning Herald, dated
13 September 1935, page 16, is an article on
Historic Schools, Kogarah, Arncliffe & Botany by
„Sperans‟. Sperans is an archaic male‟s name
meaning explorer of the undiscovered. Here is the
article on Kogarah.
HISTORIC SCHOOLS. KOGARAH by „Sperans‟

Regent St. Building, opened 1972

Of the numerous Public Schools within a few miles of the historic bay where our first fleet
made its first Australian anchorage in January, 1788, the oldest is at Botany. On the western
side of the bay, the first to be opened was the West Botany Public School, now Arncliffe. But
the school, regarded by thousands of its old pupils as the premier school of the district, is the
Kogarah Intermediate High School.
Kogarah Public School opened in August, 1870, in the old Anglican Church, where Mr John
O'Donnell, the first teacher, began with 28 pupils. For six years the school made little
headway. Being in a church it was regarded as a denominational school, and there were then
two others (Methodist and Roman Catholic) at Rocky Point. Before approaching the Council
of Education, the residents wished to offer a site, and 10 of them, including the second
teacher, Mr W Chapman, paid £1 each towards purchasing the present fine site (two acres).
The owner, Mr Wolfenden, valued the block at £30, but generously waived his claim to the
balance. After 1876, when the council built a small school and residence on this land, the
attendance steadily increased.
The railway construction in 1883 encroached upon part of the school playground, and a
corresponding
area of adjoining
land (about twothirds of an acre)
had subsequently
to be acquired. It
cost £1233, a
high figure for
land
that
a
decade
earlier
was valued at
£15 an acre.
1891 - 1898
About this time
the school was taught by Mrs Nevin, who kept a pony, two cows, a few pigs, and many
fowls. Some of the pupils of those days gained a bent for agriculture as well as many
humorous experiences as the first "junior farmers". With the rapid influx of pupils this rural
aspect disappeared. The school developed into a three-department school, with new buildings
for each group of pupils. In 1921, an imposing three-storied building was provided at a cost
exceeding £15,000.
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TEACHERS AND OLD PUPILS.
During Sir Joseph Carruthers' term as Minister for Public Instruction, Kogarah school was the
largest and one of the most efficient in New South Wales. Mr. J Bardsley, who followed Mrs
Nevin, was succeeded in turn by three enthusiastic teachers, Mr James Murray, Mr. E. G.
Wilson, and Mr. W. T. Anderson. Mr. Murray's memory is perpetuated by an annual prize,
subscribed by his old pupils, the award of which is based on personality and sportsmanship as
well as scholarship. Both Mr Murray and Mr Wilson became inspectors. An excellent
example was set by the former in bequeathing £100 to found a school library at Kogarah.
Under the guidance of Mr Edwin C Arnold, the present headmaster, the Murray Library was
formed in 1930. It has since been largely increased.
In school work, in organised games, in winning Chamber of Commerce prizes, and in aiding
deserving causes, the Kogarah school holds an enviable reputation. Today it is an
intermediate High school with a total enrolment of 2033 pupils, including large post-primary
(three-year) classes. It owes much to the zeal of mistresses such as Miss Molster, Miss
Wilmshurst, Miss Dole, Miss Zillah Bocking, the present capable head of the girls'
department, and Miss D A Wiles, in charge of the infants.
Kogarah's list of old pupils includes Messrs Andrew Sneddon, general manager, AMP
Society; C J Monro, M L A; J R (now Mr Justice) Nield, Professor F A Bland, J Gordon
McKenzie, assistant chief inspector; Louis Latter, W F Hatfield, F M Gordon, J Cope, E and
S Huxley, P Riddell (Newcastle Technical College), J Murray, S Richardson, Leo Staples, A
V Cooper, E C Gardner, Arthur Clarke, all in the education service. In the Public Service are
also Messrs C Wood, G W Dean, W B Palmer, H Cope, G Colvin, C and J Butchart, H
Collis, and J Hatfield. In banking, Ern Crane, F W Wearne (Ipswich), George Skillman
(Newcastle), and P Tuck; in the professions and other services, Dr Luke Parr, Dr W Kay, Dr
C J Lamrock, Dr Clayton, Dr Keith Laws (of Harvard, son of the deputy headmaster), S H
Rodgers, W Melleuish, Len Pearce, Innes Kay, F J Moore, Keith Giraud (now in London), T
Taylor, T Williams, Aldermen Reid, J R Charlton, and H R Taylor, Rev L Farr, Messrs J P
Farr, Clem Nielsen, Herb Vogel,-- Marion (journalist), F Stroud, H Wright, Abe Coulton
(WA), C Greaves, A Tiller, C Green (Braidwood), J Pritchard, J C and W Gordon, W and G
Crane, S Thorburn, H Peake, R Patrick, F Selman, J Pike, H Skillman, T and H McPherson,
G Ridley, H Fry, W King Kemp, H Clayton, M and A Chilcott, J Carruthers, P and S Lewis,
F Middleton, Doug and Elsie Dalvell, Mrs Muscio, and Miss E Heuston, are all well known.
Alan Fairfax and H Theak (cricketers), Arthur (Snowy) Justice, C Rice, S Robinson, and H
Christian (football players), Alf Emmerick (baseball), and H Llewellyn were old Kogarah
boys, as were the Youngs, the McLeods, the Bretts, the Saunders, and the Primroses.
Note: The 120th anniversary was celebrated at
the end of July by more than 80 former students
and special guest NSW Governor Marie Bashir
who toured the school and looked at a display of
historical memorabilia. Among the attendees was
Ken Rosewall, tennis legend and Ian McNamara
(Sundays with Macca), both former students.
Other famous ex-students include Bruce
Crampton, Norm O’Neill and Gary Chapman.
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KOGARAH HIGH SCHOOL FIRE 1973
The beautiful school building on the front cover of this Newsletter was built in 1891--120
years ago--at a cost of £6340. Joseph Carruthers was the Minister for Public Instruction and
the local Member. He pushed for this new building with the words for the architect to
„prepare a plan for a two-storey building of some pretension to style, providing adequate
accommodation for girls and infants.‟
It was described as a „Jacobean type, built of buff bricks, with dark brick and stone dressings,
roofed with Marseilles tiles‟. The staircases were made of cedar.
In 1898 (see photo bottom of page 3) the southern wing with ventilation tower was added to
the building. Another change was made in 1959 when the eye-catching conical tower was
demolished.
Unfortunately there was no money for maintenance over a long period. In the 1960s there
was a building program for Kogarah High School for much needed buildings, which when
completed, the 1891 building overlooking Railway Parade North, was to be demolished. In
1963 the boys and girls schools combined to become Kogarah High School.
Part of the building program started slowly
towards the end of 1972, but not in time to
save the 1891 school building. During the
Christmas holidays, on Wednesday, 19
December 1973 at 1.40 pm the alarm was
raised when fire broke out. Fire Brigades
from Kogarah, Rockdale, Hurstville and
Campsie fought the fire, but within half an
hour the flames had reached the roof. The
two-storey sandstone and brick building
could not be saved. The roof collapsed but
the walls remained standing. The cause of the fire was stated to be an electrical fault started
in the cupboard under the stairs.
It was planned to
use the bricks,
when the building
was demolished, to
build a protective
wall against the
wind and traffic
noise
along
Railway
Parade
The Aftermath
North. Instead, the
bricks were sent to demolition yards for sale. There is a house in
Moonbi where some of the salvaged oregon timber was used in
the ceiling of the kitchen. It would be interesting to know where the recycled bricks, wood
and stone were used.
J. Hollebone
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Paul Couvret OAM
On Thursday 11 August 2011, 66 years almost to the day, from
when the atom bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, we were
privileged to have Paul Couvret as our speaker. His introduction
was so interesting that we have reproduced it in this newsletter for
all our members who were unable to be present.
Paul Couvret, who was originally a Dutchman, received most of
his education in the Dutch East Indies before World War 2. This
included High School and Teachers College. When the war broke
out in the Pacific, he joined the Dutch Fleet Air Arm as a Cadet
Pilot Officer. In March 1942 he was evacuated from Java to
continue training at Pearce Airfield in Western Australia.
However, two days from Fremantle, his ship was captured by the Japanese and he was taken
first to Macassar and in October 1942 transferred to Nagasaki where he worked in the
shipyard as a prisoner of war.
He survived the rigours of prison camp and finally the atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki.
After liberation, he spent three months in the Philippine Islands and arrived in Australia with
the Dutch Fleet Air Arm in December 1945.
After his discharge from the Dutch Navy in December 1947 he joined the Department of
Education in New South Wales and taught for 17 years in country towns before coming to
Sydney in 1966. He has taught Primary, Secondary and lectured in Physical Education at
Sydney Teachers College. In recognition of his services he was made a fellow of the
Australian Council for Health, Physical Education and Recreation. He has since retired
from the Department of Education.
He is a Charter member, past President, past District Governor and Life Member of Apex.
He joined Rotary in 1972 and is a past President of the Rotary club of Frenchs Forest and is
also a Paul Harris Fellow.
He was elected to Warringah Shire Council in 1973 and retired in 1995. He served for 4
years as Shire President and was also Vice President of the Local Government Association
for two years.
Paul has been married for 60 years to Hilja and they have four married sons and ten
grandchildren. His interests and recreation include camping, golf and wild pig shooting.
On Australia Day 1998 he received the Order of Australia Medal for services to Local
Government, Veterans and the community. In April 2003 he was awarded the Centenary
Medal for services to the community.
On the 25th February 2011, Queen Beatrix of the Kingdom of the Netherlands appointed him
a Knight in the Royal Order of Orange-Nassau for services to Dutch Ex Servicemen and
Women in Australia and Dutch migrants in Warringah, Sydney and New South Wales.
Paul gave us his thoughts on the dropping of an atomic bomb which caused so many deaths
both at the time and afterwards from radiation sickness. Having thought about the alternative
of a large scale invasion (already planned) incurring huge numbers of casualties on both
sides, he concluded that the effects would have been similar.
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He told us how the prisoners were put to work to build Japanese transport ships and how any
covert opportunities to slow down the industrial process were taken. He gave us a graphic
account of the conditions he and the other prisoners of war endured – when he was finally
liberated he weighed only 44 kilos. On the day the bomb was dropped he was working with
others on a ship in a 10 metres deep dock. The first thing they saw was the flash and there
was speculation that the electrical wiring had been sabotaged but then although the epicentre
of the bomb was 6 km away, they felt the heat and the air pressure and saw the mushroom
cloud and then Nagasaki burning. It was some time before they found out the extent of what
had happened but were eventually told that hostilities had finished – no mention of an
unconditional surrender. They suddenly received Red Cross parcels, previously withheld,
and were free to move around.
Both of his parents died in prison camps, his mother of starvation, but Paul says he feels no
hatred, “hatred can destroy you inside” and he campaigns now for peace, and the abolition of
nuclear weapons. He gave examples of the influence individuals can have without using
violence, quoting Ghandi, Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King as examples and urging
us all, predominantly an audience of grandparents, to give the message of peace to our
children and grandchildren.
Gill Whan
____________

BOOK REVIEW
Rivers and Resilience: Aboriginal people on Sydney’s Georges River; by Heather Goodall
and A. Cadzow; Syd., UNSW Press 2009

This is a well researched and illustrated book, dealing with the whole length of the Georges
River. The index guides one to references about Bankstown, Hurstville and Kogarah, areas
whose local histories have long been my study. It demonstrates that, as white settlement
moved up the River, Aborigines retreated west. The account of the settlement at Salt Pan
Creek is most interesting.
Some items of particular relevance to KHS are the stories of John Malone and the Aboriginal
community camped at Kogarah Bay.
John Malone knew the Aborigine named Tow-Weiry, who died in 1846. In 1858 he guided a
German doctor, Karl Scherzer, to the grave. Over the years, Tow-Weiry has become Tom
Ugly!
In the 1880s, King Albert and Aggie headed the camp at Kogarah Bay. The community
made great efforts to have the Department of Education set up a school for their children. It
is a source of pride that the authors acknowledge their indebtedness to The Land Between
Two Rivers, by Beverley Earnshaw.
I heartily recommend this book to all members of KHS interested in looking at our local
history from a different viewpoint.
Betty Goodger
History Week 5 – 12 September 2011.
The Corner Shop – a sentimental journey. Ella Barnett will speak on the history of the corner
shop in the 20th century and you are invited to share your corner shop stories. At Kogarah
Library on Wednesday 7 September at 7 pm. Free but must RSVP to 9330 9528.
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Justin O’Brien
Australian artist Justin O‟Brien is best known for his
wonderful use of colour and his religious imagery and
symbolism, but also painted wonderful portraits and still
life. I confess that I was not familiar with his work but am
glad to have taken the journey to find out about one of our
most important local identities.
He was born in Hurstville in 1917, the son of Maurice and
Teresa Mary, staunch Catholics of Irish descent. The
family home was “Strancally” in Greenbank Street and they
had a market garden between Greenbank Street, O‟Briens
Road and Neirbo Ave (O‟Brien backwards). His father was
born to free Irish settlers, and his mother, originally from
Kilkenny, was a strong woman who kept the family
together in the Depression and nurtured the talents of her six artistic children.
Justin apparently spent his childhood between Strancally, swimming and boating in the
nearby Georges River or playing tennis, and his Uncle‟s harbourside mansion at Elizabeth
Bay where he developed a love and feel for the beauty of water and first experienced a desire
to paint the world around him. His schooling was at St Mary‟s Star of the Sea, Hurstville and
St Josephs Primary Rockdale then Christian Brother‟s College at Waverley and Patrician
Brothers at Ryde. However, he started studying art at age 13 under Edward Smith and a year
later his parents allowed him to leave school and study art full-time. At age 16 years he was
teaching art at Convent schools and at 18 years had his own rooms in Potts Point.
His lifelong fascination with Renaissance art began when he attended lectures at Dante
Alighieri and his interests were expanded through the Sydney Commercial Art School and a
teacher who was a member of the Fra Angelico Guild. His first public painting was an
Archibald Prize entry in 1937 and in 1939 he entered a self portrait for the Archibald
competition. In 1940, he enlisted in the Australian Army Medical Corps and was taken
prisoner in Greece. His experiences in war had a profound effect, the senseless slaughter, the
suffering of the maimed and dying but also the power and endurance of the human spirit, all
influenced his paintings which he was able to continue while
in the prison camp through supplies that came through the
Red Cross and YMCA. On his return after being repatriated
in 1944 and bringing a number of paintings with him he
served out the war in the military hospital in Concord. His
first art exhibition, a joint one with Jesse Martin, another
POW, opened at Macquarie Galleries four weeks after his
return. He sold 10 of his 23 paintings, a feat in wartime
Sydney.
After the war, he embarked on a teaching career and taught
art from 1945- 1965 at Cranbrook School in Sydney,
encouraging creativity through both art and drama. Many
students sat for portraits during this time and some became
well known artists in their own right, for example Martin
Sharp.

Greek Burial – Pen & Ink,
National Gallery of Victoria
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He was able to travel during this period and also had important exhibitions He was the
inaugural winner of the Blake Prize for Religious Art in 1951 with his triptych The Virgin
Enthroned now in the National Gallery of Victoria and one of his paintings The Raising of
Lazarus was acquired by the Vatican.
His mother died in 1953 and one of the trips that O‟Brien made was to Ireland to visit his
“hundreds of relatives”. On the same trip he visited Spain perhaps following the path of his
friend Margaret Olley who had recently been there. On his return to Australia in 1954 he
renounced his Catholic faith although he continued to paint with a religious theme. In 1966,
after this 20 year period of stability and artistic and financial success he headed overseas to
live in Italy where he died in 1996.
There is so much more one could say about his life and I regret that this medium does not
allow us to show you the wonderful palate of colours that he used in his paintings. You will
be able to see examples in our new display being prepared for the Carss Cottage Museum and
of course you can find his paintings in the major galleries of the world.
Gill Whan
References: Justin O‟Brien, The Sacred Music of Colour, Exhibition Catalogue from NSW Art Gallery, text by
Barry Pearce & Natalie Wilson.
Article from Georges River magazine, Jan 2011
____________

JAMES MEEHAN AND THE KOGARAH CONNECTION
In our last newsletter we presented an article about the Colonial Surveyor, James Meehan, a
statue to whom has been erected on the Lands Department Building in Sydney.
James Meehan had a real connection with the history of Kogarah as it was James Meehan
who first named Rocky Point.
Meehan was the Colony‟s most prolific early surveyor. At the start of his career he measured
land from the Georges River down to the Shoalhaven and it is in his Surveyor‟s Field Book
of 1808 that he first mentions the “Rocky Point”. In 1821 an entry in his Field Book reads –
Tuesday 18th May 1821. I went to a place called Rocky Point. That day he had surveyed the
area south of Patrick Moore‟s farm and encountered swamp land.
In 1830 the land at the end of what is now called Sans Souci peninsula was granted to
Catharine Rutter when she married Robert Cooper. There they built a substantial dwelling
which they named Rocky Point House. Catharine tried to name the area Charlotte Point after
her late mother, but the name Rocky Point was already in general use and has continued to
this day.
Beverley Earnshaw
Reference: SRNSW Surveyor‟s Field Books of James Meehan, SZ864 and SZ951

We wonder sometimes why people don’t come to meetings, so we hope that you will tell us if you know
of anyone ill or in hospital so that we can acknowledge it and send a card. Mavis Ward is our ‘caring
officer’ (9546 5704) or let anyone on the committee know. Apologies for non-attendance at meetings
should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).
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THE PECK MEASURE
If you went to school after Australia adopted the metric system for
measurement, you are probably asking “what is a peck”? The
Macquarie dictionary would tell you it is a dry measure in the imperial
system and also the container for measuring. It derives from an AngloSaxon word, pek, so it is very old in our English language. But it was
still there, in our tables, which we pupils of some little time ago were
required to learn by heart!
We had to learn tables for weight, linear and capacity and to help, these
were printed on the back cover of every exercise book we used. We
could recite
4 gills make 1 pint
Measuring bowl apparently
4 quarts make 1 gallon
used for convicts. 1 peck = ¼
2 pints make 1 quart
bushel. Every male convict
2 gallons make 1 peck.
was entitled to 12 pounds of
wheat per week which
Our cooking recipes used gills, we bought milk by the pint, our fathers
amounted to roughly 1 peck
filled up the car with gallons of petrol, but I think peck was rarely used.
It was already becoming an obsolete word. But it had been much used. Dry goods, such as grain, peas
and some kinds of vegetables were measured by the peck. Gradually the measuring of these by
volume was superseded by the measure in weight. A peck of flour weighed 14 lbs or 6.37 kgs.
KHS‟s peck measure looks rather like a large two-handled beer mug, solid, made of bronze, not tin or
enamel, and stamped with the date 1838.
It was probably used to measure the rations issued to convicts. I found a description of the rations
issued to convicts assigned to a farm in Van Diemen‟s Land. They were housed four to a hut and had
to mess for themselves. They drew their rations on Saturday morning and were allowed to wash their
clothes and grind their wheat in the afternoon.

Their weekly allowance was a peck of wheat, seven pounds of beef or four and a half pounds
of pork, two ounces of tea, two ounces of tobacco and a pound of sugar.
When May Grieve wrote about the Peck in her series, Museum’s Item of Interest, she
wondered what modern children would make of the old nursery rhyme, Peter Piper picked a
peck of pickled peppers.
REFERENCES
Shadow over Tasmania. The Whole Story of the Convicts, by Coulton Smith 1965 p.19
KHS Newsletter November-December 1985 p.5

Betty Goodger

Historical Teasers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

What day, month and year did Australia switch to decimal currency?
Which Australian pop singer fought in the Vietnam War?
What is the floral emblem of Queensland?
Who is our longest serving prime minister so far?
What bird is featured on the 10c coin?
What are the given names & surnames of the explorers who crossed the Blue Mountains?
What year did Phar Lap die?

Answers
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Beverley Earnshaw
Beverley is well known to us but did you know that she is also called
“The Convict Lady”. Our President is a lady of many talents, a noted
researcher, author of at least 12 books, 18 plays for children, short
stories, poetry and numerous articles and is a much sort after speaker
on various historical topics. The „Convict Lady‟ refers to her work
and knowledge on the Convict era. The Convict Data Base at Hyde
Park Barracks was compiled by her, research and data entry of names
of over 14,800 convicts and 17,600 related incidents. She has also been the consultant for
five documentaries on convicts and appeared on Good Morning America discussing
Australia‟s convict heritage.
She comes from pure convict stock herself (9 generations), a descendant on her father‟s side
of James Filewood of London who was sentenced to seven years in 1837 for having a pair of
stolen boots in his house and on her mother‟s side, from John Scutt, a butcher, transported for
stealing sheep. James Filewood married Anne Willis, an orphan from the St Pancreas
foundling hospital sent to Australia to provide servant stock.
Beverley was born at Marrickville. She is the eldest of three children and has two brothers.
The family moved to Kogarah in 1939 and have lived in the area ever since. She started her
education at Carlton South Primary School, then attended Hurstville Opportunity, followed
by St George Girl‟s High School. She went to the University of Technology in Sydney
where she graduated with a Master of Arts in Applied History – during that period she did a
University placement with the National Parks and Wildlife Service at La Perouse and
compiled a History of Bare Island Fort for use by guides conducting tours. She holds a
Diploma of Family Historical Studies and is a member of the Professional Historians
Association.
Beverley and Bob married in 1953 and moved into Hamer Street in 1955 where they still live.
When they moved there Beverley tells me there were Chinamens‟ gardens at their back fence
so she has seen big changes. They have five children and nine grandchildren.
She has an impressive list of involvement in significant events and organizations. She was
employed for five years as a writer and research assistant on two volumes of the set of books
produced for the bicentenary and did consultancy work for Heritage Architects for many
years. She received the Dame Mary Gilmore Award from the Society of Women Writers
NSW in 1991 and was NSW State President of the Fellowship of Australian Writers for three
years.
It‟s not surprising, given her busy life, that she has not done a lot of overseas travel, but she
did spend some time in England when her daughter and husband lived there, enjoying some
time with them and with their new baby. Her interests range from teaching scripture in the
public school system, which she has done for 25 years, to historical research and to the more
relaxed hobby of knitting.
She has an ongoing ambition which is to present Australian history to the general and
recreational reader, particularly to those coming from other countries to make Australia their
home. If anyone can do it, she can.
Gill Whan
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Kogarah Historical Society
invites you to

Carss Cottage Open Day

Saturday 29 October
1 pm – 5pm

Celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Carss
Cottage Museum.
All Welcome - Free event
The Museum will be open from 1pm with volunteers to
show you around
1.30 pm - Talk on the Carss family
2.30 pm - Official ceremony and cutting of the cake
3 pm - Afternoon tea
Music by harpist – Jenni Sawell

Alternate venue if weather intervenes will be the Life Savers Hall, however, the Cottage
will still be open for tours.
12

