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Kogarah’s first bank building at Cnr Hogben St & Princes Highway. See story p.5.

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 8 November 2012
Brad Manera, Historian, Manager Anzac War
Memorial: War at Home 1942

Thursday 13 December 2012
Christmas Lunch at Kogarah RSL club 12
midday for 12.30 pm. Details inside.

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker, then
the opportunity to chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for nonattendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).

Mondays at the Museum
26 November – The Anzac Bugle
Brian Bown is descended from the Bowns (Bowns Road is named for them) and has promised
to tell us a bit about his family as well as the story of his original Anzac Bugle which he will
bring to show us and which will later be donated to the Australian War Memorial. Join us at
10 am for a delicious morning tea in the courtyard and then adjourn to the Kogarah Room in
the Museum for the presentation. Cost is $5 which also gives you the chance to win a door
prize. Please book as numbers are limited and it helps with the catering. Ring Adele Ryan on
9529 6730 (leave a message if she is not there) to reserve your place.

Museum Roster
November 2012
4th
th

11

th

18

th

25

December 2012
2nd

Carole Tier & Ken Grieve
Mavis Ward & Mary Williams
Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

th

9

Gill Whan & Deirdre Schroeder
Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry

th

Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson

rd

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

th

Cath & Leo Sullivan

16
23
30

Hours 1 pm – 5 pm. Problems, contact Elizabeth Emerson, 9579 4118 or Gill Whan, 9546 4623
We are always looking for members to volunteer for either a regular spot at the Museum or to go on the
emergency list. Training given. Contact one of the Committee if you are willing to help.

Committee 2012 (* denotes Executive)
President:*
Vice President (1):*
Vice President (2):*
Secretary:*
Treasurer:*
Committee Members:

Janette Hollebone
Ph: 9529 7117
Beverley Earnshaw
Ph: 9546 1091
Mavis Ward
Ph: 9546 5704
Gill Whan
Ph: 9546 4623
Cath Sullivan
Ph: 9579 6149
Beryl Butters, Lawrie Corry, Trudy Johns,
Adele Ryan, Carole Tier,

Committee meeting venues
5 Nov 7.00 pm
3 Dec 7.00 pm

Janette Hollebone, 1 Meriel Street, Sans Souci
Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer Street, Kogarah Bay
No meeting in January
Weekday trial opening for Carss Cottage

The Museum will be open on a Wednesday morning from 10 am to 1pm during the
month of January. Thank you to those people who have already volunteered for the
roster. Contact Janette if you would like to help on one of the five days.
As always we will open the Museum on 26 January, Australia Day which in 2013 is on a
Saturday. We plan to open from 12 md to 6 pm and once again volunteers
are welcome. Admission will be free on Australia Day.
2

LARRY FOLEY 1849-1917
Article in the Barrier Miner (Broken Hill), Saturday, 21 July 1917 p7 continued:

£350 A WEEK. Only old hands remember that Larry Foley appeared on the stage at the
Victoria Theatre, which stood in Pitt-street, between King and Market streets. He had gained
such popularity as a hero of many fights that Mr. John
Bennett, who was staging "Formosa,'' offered Larry Foley
and Jem Mace positions in the cast. They were each given
£1000 down and £1500 for a seven weeks' engagement.
It was at the end of this engagement that Foley was
presented with the famous gold and silver belt containing
20 oz. of gold and 60 oz. of silver, made by the late
Alderman Evan Jones, who died only a few weeks ago. It
was presented on a memorable night by "Honest" John
M'Elhone, M.L.A., and used to be displayed over the bar
at the Lyceum Hotel with the invitation under it, "Any man who can beat me can have it."
SHAKESPEAREAN PLAYER.
George Rignold had a love for realism on the stage; that is why he engaged Larry Foley to
appear as Charles the Wrestler in "As You Like lt." In this charming Shakespearean comedy
Orlando, the brave, succeeds in overthrowing Charles. Larry did not mind it in the least. He got
his share of applause. But one night some of Foley's friends commenced twitting him about the
ease with which Orlando disposed of him.
"He gets all over you," they said. "The audience believes that you are a has-been and that he is
too good for you. So he is."
"What's that?" said Larry. The remarks were repeated. They soaked in.
Next night Her Majesty's Theatre was the scene of the most thrilling bout ever witnessed on a
stage.
Charles the Wrestler missed his cue, and before the audience could grasp the meaning of the
wrestling bout Orlando was flying through the air, was caught again in Charles's strong arms,
and was down on his back on the stage with Larry Foley sitting on top of him.
"Let me up, you blinking fool!" hoarsely whispered Orlando in a voice that penetrated to the
fourth row of the orchestra stalls.
"Not until the audience counts you out," said Larry.
"But this isn't in the blanky play at all," said Orlando in Shakespearean horror.
But the curtain was rung down with Charles the Wrestler for once triumphant.
MEETING WITH NED KELLY.
The story is told that Larry Foley had a memorable meeting with Ned Kelly in 1879. It was on
the occasion of the champion's fight with Abe Hicken. The fight did not take place at Echuca,
as has been stated. The Victorian police got word that the fight was on, and bound the
contestants over to keep the peace in a bond of £8000. But the contestants would not break
their word with their friends. They crossed the Murrumbidgee River at Pericoota run, and on
New South Wales soil commenced the fight. Jem Mace and Jack Thompson were Larry Foley's
seconds, and Joe Thompson was his umpire.
Just as the fight was about to start Constable O'Meara warned the contestants that they were
about to indulge in an unlawful act. But they told the constable to go and attend to his duties in
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Victoria, he was no longer a limb of the law
in New South Wales, and the fight
proceeded. Foley played on Hicken's ribs
until he became a hopping kangaroo, and
finally tumbled down.
It was when there was a lull in the rush to
congratulate the victor that a tall figure
stepped out of the crowd, and going to Larry
Foley, grasped him by the hand.
"You're something like a fighter," said the
tall 'un. "You did him well."
"Thanks." said Foley.
"I'm Kelly," said the tall man. Then he
stepped back into the crowd.
Suddenly the cry was raised, "The Kelly
Gang," and in a twinkling there was a rush
for horses, and a number of men dashed off,
and were lost to view.
Larry Foley c1879 wearing the famous championship belt
(Photo: National Library of Australia)

All four members of the Kelly gang had been
present.

____________

Historical Teasers
1. Who won the Brownlow Medal in 2003?
2. In what year was Advance Australia Fair proclaimed as the national anthem by the
Governor-General?
3. Who wrote “Cloudstreet”?
4. Where was Ned Kelly’s last stand?
5. What three movies are part of Baz Luhrmann’s “Red Curtain Trilogy”?
6. In what state/territory is the Brisbane Ranges National Park?
7. Where is the Big Prawn?
Answers:

New Display at Carss Cottage
If you are interested in the history of local theatre groups this is the time to visit the
Museum. Our new display is up, providing many memories of bygone days. Special thanks
to Betty Goodger for her work on the donated theatre programs, to Beverley Earnshaw who
copied and laminated endless photos and to the volunteers who helped organise the display.
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Kogarah’s first Shopping Centre
By Beverley Earnshaw

This detail of a subdivision plan of the Station Park Estate, Kogarah Township, dated
September 26, 1885 shows Kogarah’s first shopping centre. The street names have changed
since 1885. That marked Montgomery Street is now Hogben Street and the section of road
marked Rocky Point Road is now part of Princes Highway This road was also known as
Kogarah Road. Before the Illawarra Railway was opened, Kogarah shopping centre was
located on Rocky Point Road and consisted of only six businesses.
Kogarah’s first bank, The Bank of Australasia, stood at the corner of Montgomery Street and
Rocky Point Road (now Hogben Street and Princes Highway). The Manager was
W.C.H.Lippmann.
Going south along Rocky Point Road the next building was occupied by C. Bryant,
harnessmaker. South Brothers had a general store and post office and Thomas Moon had a
bakery. The buildings beyond South Street were the Roman Catholic Chapel, John W. Elliott’s
store and market garden and the Gardeners Arms Hotel run by Thomas Beavers. The latter
stood opposite the junction of Rocky Point and Kogarah Roads.
John Abraham South was a true pioneer of Kogarah and the principal businessman in the new
village at Kogarah. He opened his grocery and general store there in 1865. John South was
born in Middlesex UK in 1832 and emigrated in 1853, settling first in Western Australia. He
came to Sydney the following year and worked a market garden at Randwick until 1858 and in
1862 moved to Kogarah. In 1865 John Abraham South opened a grocery and general store on
Rocky Point Road. William Blake had opened the first Post Office in 1863 but on August 1,
1868 John South was appointed postmaster and retained this position for twenty years.
Thomas Moon (the baker) died in 1878. John Samuel South ventured into the field of baking in
the premises at the corner of Princes Highway and South Street, Kogarah in 1892 and his
family carried on the business for many years. It thrived under his direction and later his son,
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Herbert South, took over. The South family was still delivering bread to Kogarah households in
the 1940s, first by horse and cart and later Herbert South was one of the first bakers to use
motorised transport for bread deliveries. The business was sold in 1948.
John Abraham South died in 1895. His widow, who owned a large tract of land fronting Rocky
Point Road, asked Dr. Lamrock if he was interested in buying the paddock behind his house.
The area extended from the “cow track” (which is now South Street) and Montgomery Street
(see map). At that time negotiations were in progress to build a cottage hospital in Kogarah and
after numerous discussions, Mrs South’s land was included in the proposed hospital site and
now it incorporates much of the area covered by St.George Hospital. It was a convenient
location, being within walking distance of the new Kogarah railway station (opened 1884) and
serviced by the Steam Tramway (established 1887).
After the Illawarra Railway came through in 1884 Kogarah business people gradually moved to
premises closer to the railway station. In 1890 Kogarah Post Office had moved to Railway
Parade, one door from Belgrave Street and the 1894 Sands Directory places it on the corner of
Railway Parade and Belgrave Street where it operated for many years.
Today all vestiges of the old shops and post office along Rocky Point Road are gone but the
Bank of Australasia building still stands (pictured on front cover).
References: ’Kogarah Pioneers down under’ by Jean Jehan for the Hurstville Family History Society.
‘The Healing Saint’ by Lindsay Ritchie
Sands Directory
Subdivision Plan Station Park Estate, Mitchell Library K8/263
____________

ST.PATRICKS SCHOOL, KOGARAH – 150TH ANNIVERSARY
In November 2012 St.Patricks School Kogarah
celebrates its 150th year of Catholic Education.
St.Patricks is Kogarah’s oldest school. Known as
Rocky Point Road Catholic School, it was first
situated on the eastern side of Rocky Point Road,
just south of the Moorefield Estate and it opened in
1862 with 21 children.
Parents of the children were mostly impoverished
wood carters and struggling market gardeners, but
in spite of their circumstances, they raised ₤20 to
purchase one acre of land from Charles Bown and erected a small stone school house. This is
the land on which St.Patricks Church now stands.
St Patrick’s School, built 1865 – photo as it was in
1930’s, evidence of Graveyard behind. A tennis court
to left of building was used socially at weekends.
wwweekeweekends.

Because of Kogarah’s increasing population, the stone school house was soon too small. A
single storey school building was erected facing Chapel Street in 1914 and by 1923 the
building had to be extended to double storey. An administration building was opened in 1955
and extra classrooms added in 1970-71.
Claire Poole was one of the more well known students who attended.
St.Patricks School has made a major contribution to education in Kogarah and its 150th
anniversary will be celebrated with an Open Day and Mass on December 3rd, 2012 at 3 pm.
By Beverley Earnshaw
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Remembrance Day – 11 November
At the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 2012 we will again remember
those who died or suffered in wars and armed conflicts by observing two
minutes silence. For many this will be a part of a ceremony to commemorate
Remembrance Day, others will pause during their daily activities to think
about the sacrifices that were made.

The following article is from The Australian Women’s Weekly, Saturday, 27 July 1940, p 15
HE’S DAD TO SIXTEEN—AIF RECORD
PRIVATE JOHN COULSTOCK of New South Wales, father of sixteen children, wins the
laurels on biggest family man in the A.I.F. from Private Gadsden, of Victoria, father of thirteen
children, whose story was told in The Australian Women’s Weekly recently. The Coulstocks’
eldest son, John, has been called up for compulsory military training, and the second son,
Frederick, 19½ years old, is in the A.I.F.

Private John Coulstock, of the A.I.F., with his wife and sixteen children in the garden of their house at
Belmore Road, Blakehurst.

There are five girls and eleven boys, including two sets of twin boys, in the family. They are:John, 21; Frederick, 19½; Stella, 17; Sylvia, 15; Jean, 14; Victor and Billy, 13; Norman, 11;
Keith, 10; Donald and Douglas, 7; Geoffrey, 6; Colin, 5; Morris, 4; Margaret, 3; and Christine,
who was born last Christmas morning.
Private Coulstock came to Australia from Kent,
England, during his boyhood. He enlisted with the
A.I.F. in the last war, was at Gallipoli.
Mrs Coulstock is Welsh. Her husband was on leave
from the first A.I.F. when he met her in England.
Knitting for the family, including three soldiers,
keeps Mrs Coulstock and the three eldest girls, Stella,
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Sylvia, and Jean, always busy. Private Coulstock says, “I’d back my wife against any other
knitter in Australia.”
According to the electoral roll, the Coulstocks were living at 303 Belmore Road (now King
Georges Road), Blakehurst. This was a shop and residence owned by Arthur Diment of
Hurstville, near the corner of Joseph Street (now Stuart Street) and Belmore Road.
There were other photos in the article, one of which was the young boys in their short pants and
no shoes, lined up for their off-to-school kiss. Mrs Coulstock says you got used to a big family
after the seventh or eighth arrival. “The worst job is patching the boys’ pants. I never seem to
be able to catch up on them.”
Mrs Coulstock was only referred to by her married title, or ‘the wife’ and also ‘the little
mother’. Her name was Agnes Louisa.
Janette Hollebone
____________

In the July 2011 British magazine Homes & Antiques there is an article on Caring for Old
Linen which may be helpful to people interested in preservation techniques:









If you’re not sure whether a piece of fabric is made from linen or cotton, hold it to your
cheek; pure linen will feel ice cold.
Most pieces will withstand washing at high temperature in a washing machine using
modern detergents.
Napisan (for babies’ nappies) helps remove stubborn stains and is kinder than bleach.
Alternatively, leave the linen in the sun and keep applying water to it until the light
bleaches any stains away.
Pieces with fine bobbin lace or embroidery should always be washed by hand using a
mild soap.
Dry the linen outdoors if possible (not in a dryer) and iron while still damp. If you don’t
want to iron it immediately, put it in the freezer to stop the moisture drying out.
Iron embroidery on the reverse first, preferably with a towel underneath. This will
ensure the design is raised up and shown to its best advantage. Air it thoroughly and
iron again.
To avoid mildew, make sure the linen is thoroughly dry before you put it away.
If you are storing it for any length of time, use acid-free paper to prevent rust stains.

Coming Events
Kogarah Library - Peter FitzSimons AM, well known journalist and author will be
speaking about his latest book Eureka: The Unfinished Revolution. Tuesday 4 December
at 7pm. Bookings through library on 9330 9527.
RAHS (133 Macquarie Street)– Library Open Day and Afternoon Tea at the Royal.
10 am – 2pm, Saturday 17 November. Tours of library free, afternoon tea in History
House’s Victorian Drawing Room $15 members/ $20 non members. Bookings necessary.
9247 8001.
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PETER HERRMANN and Kogarah’s German Connection
The land between two rivers, the Cooks and the Georges, was one of the last areas of 19 th
Century Sydney to be opened for white settlement. Development of this area was delayed until
after 1839 when the dam was built across Cooks River allowing foot traffic and horse drawn
vehicles to cross to the other side. But potential farmers found the land south of Cooks River
unattractive as it was swampy and the soil was poor.
Land sales in St. George opened up in 1853. This coincided with the arrival of several ships
from Germany bringing families hoping to start a new life in a place where they could exercise
religious freedom. In the newly opened up St. George area land was available at ₤1 per acre
and soon there was a tight-knit German community of industrious, civic minded, religious
people, most of whom were members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
The German population was highly influential in building the first Church of England Church,
St. Pauls Kogarah, which was erected on two acres of ground given by William Wolfen, a
Prussian national. Until the church was built, Kogarah’s German community met for worship
in the home of William Berghoefer on Rocky Point Road. So large was the German population
in Kogarah that a German national service was conducted once a month by a special minister
who came out from Sydney1.
Peter Herrmann Snr sailed for Australia with his wife and 12 year old son, Peter Herrmann Jnr
aboard the ship Catteaux Wattel in 1855. The vessel left Antwerp on March 12, 1855 carrying
145 male adults, 135 female adults and 288 children. The family immediately settled among
the German community in the St. George District. Peter Snr. owned and operated a market
garden and orchard in Goodes Road, Rockdale (now Bestic Street) and was naturalized on
February 16, 1859.
His son, Peter Herrmann Jnr, was born in Nassau, Germany,
about 1844. He grew up in the St. George District and was to
leave a lasting imprint on its history. He married Elizabeth Ritter
in 1870 and became a naturalized Australian on July 18, 1871.
Leading up to 1886 he was one of the committee which worked
towards the incorporation of Kogarah as a municipality. He was
an alderman on Kogarah Council and served four terms as
Mayor, 1890-1, 1895-6, 1896-7 and 1897-8.
During his lifetime he was a respected community leader and
worked tirelessly for the suburb’s well-being. In 1890 he was on
the committee which lobbied the Minister for Lands to resume 12 acres of English’s paddock
for a public park. Efforts were successful and in 1896 he was a trustee of Kogarah Park, which
today is Jubilee Oval. In 1894 Peter Herrmann Jnr convened a public meeting to establish a
Fire Brigade for Kogarah. He was heavily involved and became treasurer of fund raising efforts
to see his plan come to fruition.
He was on the Committee of St. George Cottage Hospital and in 1903 occupied the chair. At
Sans Souci he joined with Peter Moore and Peter Ballman to arrange construction of the first
swimming baths. When completed they were known for a time as “The Three Peters’ Baths”.

1

Municipality of Kogarah Jubilee Souvenir 1885-1925, p.96
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In 1890 he built Weroona in Gray Street Kogarah.
The house was a two storey Victorian Italianate
villa of rendered brick with a gabled roof, fretted
barge boards and an upper storey wrought iron
verandah. This was his home until he died on May
8, 1918.
Weroona remained in the hands of his descendants
until 1961 when it was bought by St. George
Hospital and renamed Griffith House. Today, 2012,
St. George Hospital plans to demolish this historic landmark and sadly, Peter Herrmann’s home
will be lost forever.
Beverley Earnshaw
Editor’s note

The Society is undertaking a campaign to try and save this historically significant and beautiful
landmark which has such unique links with our local area and Council. We are pleased that the
Leader and Daily Telegraph have drawn attention to the demolition proposal and we have
written letters to all Councillors, local members of Parliament, the Hospital and Health
Department, raising our concerns at the prospect of losing Griffith House which we understand
may become a staff car park. We are aware that there have been so many changes to the
interior, which has been used for various purposes over the years, that to restore it completely
may not be a possibility. However, we believe that the façade could be saved – there are many
precedents for this, and we are urging that architects be required to preserve the façade and
incorporate it into any design for a new building. We know that other local heritage and
historical societies share our concerns and will raise them, and we hope that you, the members,
will do the same through discussions or letters to the paper or other influential people.
____________

Brian Shaw on Ellis Rowan
The Society was pleased to welcome Brian Shaw as our speaker in October. Brian is well
known in the area being (among many other things) President of St George Regional Heritage
Society, President of Friends of Hurstville Museum and of the City of Hurstville Residents
Association. He is also an author, writing on local areas and personalities. He spoke to us
about Ellis Rowan, famous for her wonderful paintings of native flowers, birds, butterflies and
insects and we were able to see and marvel at the colour and fine detail in copies which Brian
displayed. A collection of her watercolours is in the National Library. She was indeed an
adventurous person undertaking travel to remote areas to record her subjects in meticulous
detail in their native habitat, even balancing on a branch above a hungry crocodile to reach a
rare specimen of flora. Her travel was not limited to Australia and she spent periods of time in
New Guinea, West India and America. Ellis Rowan died in 1922. She had often hoped that her
work might be purchased to go into State or Commonwealth collections but died without that
certainty. We are lucky that the collection did not go out of the country and we can continue to
enjoy her work.
Brian Shaw dedicated his talk to “a local identity Peter Herrmann” which touched a chord with
those concerned about the fate of Griffith House.
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Member Profile
Warren Selmon joined us with his wife Irene in early 2011 and
they have very quickly become an integral part of the Society
and regularly attend meetings and Mondays at the Museum.
They have also agreed to try out volunteering at the Museum.
We are discovering a wealth of local history through Warren
who is a 5th generation descendant of John and Harriet Selmon
who settled in Sans Souci in the early 1800s. Their main source
of income was Oyster farming in the region.
Warren is the 3rd of four boys born to George Selmon and Ivy
Hodgekiss who lived in Sandringham. Warren went to Sans
Souci Primary School and then on to Kogarah High School for
boys where he excelled mainly in sports such as high jump,
hurdling and shot putt.
He left school at 15 years and worked in a wool sorting factory at St Peters for three months
but then joined OPSM as an apprentice. He became an optical mechanic and was with the
same company for 40 years, eventually teaching others in the company.
He recalls a short break to that career in the mid 70s when he worked at a local nursery which
provided a learning experience but inadequate wages. There was also a stint in the National
Service in 1956 when he was 21 years old but a damaged knee meant an early discharge as
medically unfit.
During his teenage years Warren studied the piano and that was where he met Irene Joyce who
became his wife in 1958. They married in St Andrews, Sans Souci and lived in a small
weekender on their block of land near the Woronora River, building further up on the block at
a later date, where they still live. In 1960 they had twin daughters followed by two boys in
1963 and 1969 and these are now all married and there are 10 grandchildren ranging from 25
years to 9 years.
A holiday house was built in the 90s at Narrawallee near Milton and the family shared many
holiday breaks there. Warren and Irene also enjoyed travelling around that time and visited
Western Australia, Tasmania, North Queensland, then ventured further to New Zealand,
Canada and the United States.
Warren continued to work part time in the optical industry for many years but has now
completely retired. His hobbies, apart from local history, are golf, fishing, growing orchids,
the theatre and concerts.
We hope that he and Irene will continue to make time in their retirement to be involved in the
Society and look forward to their participation in our activities in the future.
Gill Whan

We hope you will come and hear Brad Manera on Thursday 8 November. He is an excellent speaker
and his topic is very timely so close to November 11th. He is Executive Manager of the Anzac
Memorial and points out that not all servicemen went overseas to fight. He has titled his
presentation War at Home 1942 and this will cover the attack on Sydney.
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Invitation to all Members and Friends
Join us for

Christmas Lunch
Thursday 13 December 2012
Kogarah RSL Club, Railway Parade,
Kogarah
12 md for 12.30pm
Cost $20 only
two course traditional Christmas lunch with drinks and tea/coffee
Mavis is organising the day so expect surprises and prizes
RSVP by 29 November to Mavis Ward, Ph: 9546 5704
(any special dietary requirements, please advise when booking)
NB: Parking is available at club, entry from Railway Pde or Blake St. The club is 3 mins
walk from Carlton or 10 mins from Kogarah Stations. If you need help with transport please
ask and we will try and assist.

Message from the President
Thank

you to all

members

for

the

support given over the past year.
I wish you all a joyful Christmas season
shared with family and friends and a
New Year which brings good health,
peace and happiness.
Look forward to seeing you all at the first meeting in February.
Janette Hollebone
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