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Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 9 May 2013
Cohn Beacroft, Canterbury Historical Society
will tell us the history of Roselands.

Thursday 13 June 2013
Carol Baxter, well known historian and
author on Captain Thunderbolt and his Lady

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker, then
the opportunity to chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for nonattendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors welcome.

Mondays at the Museum
27 May 2013 - Jim Counsel
Former Detective Inspector Jim Counsel who was in charge of the investigations into the
murder of Dr Victor Chang is our speaker. Join us at 10 am for a delicious morning tea in the
courtyard and then adjourn to the Kogarah Room in the Museum for the presentation. Cost is
$5 which also gives you the chance to win a door prize. Please book as numbers are limited and
it helps with the catering. Ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 (leave a message if she is not there)
to reserve your place.

Museum Roster
May 2013

June 2013

5th

Carole Tier & Ken Grieve

2nd

12th

Mavis Ward & Mary Williams

9 th

Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson

16th

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

23'
30th

th
26th

& Deirdre Schroeder
Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry
Trudy Johns & Elizabeth Emerson
Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

Gill Whan

Cath and Leo Sullivan

Hours 1 pm - 4 pm (winter hours). Problems, contact Gill Whan, 9546 4623
We are always looking for members to volunteer for either a regular spot at the Museum or to go on the
emergency list. Training given. Contact one of the Committee ifyou are willing to help.

Committee 2013 (* denotes Executive)
President:*

Beverley Earnshaw

Ph: 9546 1091

Vice President (1):*
Vice President (2):*

Janette Hollebone

Ph: 9529 7117

Mavis Ward

Ph: 9546 5704

Secretary:*

Gill Whan

Ph: 9546 4623

Treasurer:*

Cath Sullivan

Ph: 9579 6149

Committee Members:

Beryl Butters, Lawrie Corry, Trudy Johns,
David Martin, Adele Ryan, Carole Tier,

Committee meeting venues
6 May 7.00 pm
3 June 7.00 pm
1 July 7.00 pm

Janette Hollebone, 1 Meriel St., Sans Souci (9529 7117)
Beverley Earnshaw, 15 Hamer St., Kogarah Bay (9546 1091)
Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St., Carss Park (9546 4623)

Welcome
New members who have joined us
Margery Bennett of Connells Point and Helen Burton of hIll PitH.

Still the best value in town -$10 per annum single, $15 for a couple. If you haven't renewed your
membership yet, it is now overdue and we look forward to hearing from you.

KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY AGM 2013
President's Report
Kogarah Historical Society now has a membership of 116. Attendance at our regular monthly
meetings at Kogarah School of Arts on the second Thursday of the month at 2pm is about 25 to
35 members. Gill Whan organized wonderful Speakers for the year 2012 for the General
Meeting and Mondays at the Museum. Our Speakers for the General Meeting were:
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November

Bruce Welch, Photographs in the Jenolan Caves 1860-1940
AGM & Show & Tell
John Ives, The History of Heron Airlines
Sue Castrique, Convicts & their conditions on Cockatoo Island
Harold Dews, The Movietone Man—It all began in 1896
Judith Godden, Discovering Lucy Osburn
Elizabeth Ellis OAM, Sydney People & Places
Judy Dunn, Colonial Ladies, lovely, lively & lamentably loose
Bruce Shaw, Ellis Rowan: More than a Flower Painter
Brad Manera, WWII in Sydney

Attendance on Australia Day at the Museum was down and so were the donations. Cath & Leo,
Beverley Earnshaw & Gill Whan, Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone were on duty, and Jan
Magrath, new member, turned up to help. For the year we had an increase in attendance: 578
adults and 132 children, a total of 710 visitors through the Museum. There were 17 group visits
plus the bus trip from Kogarah Library. In April Gill and I (Janette) had 32 children aged from
5 to 12 year olds. Gill took the children who could not read and we both showed our groups
games children used to play. We had intended taking them on a walk but it rained heavily so
we played games for 2 hours. It was great, but exhausting.
We charge $2 for an adult and 50 cents for children to visit the Museum on Sunday afternoons
when we open Carss Cottage from 1pm to 5pm. We increased the cost in 2013 for tour groups
when we open up specially for them from $3 per head to $4. Carers, bus drivers and guides are
free. Tours for school children remain at $1 per head.
Marjorie Pritchard needs to be congratulated on keeping the Museum so clean for 12 years.
Congratulations, Marjorie. There is also a big thank you to Rosemary Maughan who
volunteered to research the names on the Carlton Honour Board. A big task.
There were three working bees at Carss Cottage, two for the stocktake and one for the local
theatre display. These were well attended by Janette, Gill, Beverley, Lawrie Corry, David
Martin, Cath and Leo, Deirdre & Graeme Schroeder and the two Betties. Beverley had
photocopied and laminated the photographic display. Stocktake will continue through 2013.
In January 2013, we opened the Museum on Wednesdays from lOam to 1pm, and were very
happy with the number who visited. Our Volunteers were Irene and Warren Selmon who spent
three Wednesdays on duty, and Mavis and Jan Magrath (Jan's first time) on one as well as our
two Betties, Goodger & Reynolds. If we have the Volunteers next year we will do it again. We
can always do with more Volunteers for duty at the Museum on Sundays (except public
holidays) from 1pm to 5pm so please let Elizabeth Emerson or Gill Whan know if you are
available. Trudy Johns, Elizabeth Emerson, Betty Goodger and I are on duty each month, and
Carole Tier, Ken Grieve, Mavis Ward, Mary Williams, Gill Whan, Deirdre Schroeder, Adele
Ryan and Lawrie Corry go on duty every two months. Cath and Leo are on the roster for the
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fifth Sunday of the month and they, plus Betty Reynolds are called upon often to replace
someone. We need more members on the roster and\or emergency list.
I attended the Family History & Historical Societies Forum, South-East, in March at Randwick
Historical Society, July at First Fleeters, and our Society hosted the meeting in November. In
February we attended St Peters Church, Cooks River. We all do a report and ask questions and
find out what other groups are doing. Very interesting.
We had a bus tour in April to the Nursing Museum at the former Prince Henry Hospital, and
four nurses talked of their experiences there. The Museum was extremely good. We had a short
bus tour around the area followed by a visit to the Nurses Church with a view. Unfortunately
this is kept closed and only opened on these booked tours. Lunch was held at The Coast Golf
Club. We also visited the Charles Eaton Memorial at Pioneer Park, Botany.
Mondays at the Museum is held five times a year. It begins at lOam with a home-cooked
morning tea organized by Trudy Johns (we celebrated her 90th birthday in June) and her
catering team of Elizabeth Emerson and Gilda Tilia. Then patrons go into the Kogarah Room
to hear a speaker, and later browse the collection. Adele Ryan took over the publicity for this
event and also compered. Mavis Ward was able to stand in for Adele when she had to work.
All this for just $5. Speakers for Mondays at the Museum for 2012 were:
March
May
July
September
November

Brian Hill, Evolution of the Soft Drink Bottle 1840-2012
Margaret Stephens, Lacemaking in Australia
Ian Palmer. John Palmer—Purser on the Sirius
Mary Small, Lennie's Ride
Brian Bown, The Anzac Bugle

The bi-monthly newsletter has been typeset by Gill Whan during the year except for the
Jan/Feb edition which Beverley Earnshaw did. The printer, Cliff Lewis Print, delivers them to
Mavis Ward who folds and posts them. Contributors to the Newsletter for the year were: Gill,
Beverley, Janette, Betty G, Ruth Bieri, David Martin, Graham Knowles and Frances Milne.
The Lease has been signed by Janette & Gill and sent back to the Solicitor who will check it. If
satisfactory, it will then go to Kogarah City Council for signing. It expires on 31 October 2020.
The RAE-IS Conference in October was a great success. It was held at the St George Rowing
Club, Cooks River and six of our members attended. The theme was Saturated with Filth and
Corruption. The venue and theme had been chosen by Dr Lesley Muir who died last May.
Lesley had been very helpful to our Society over the years, and it is a sad loss.
The English Street Walk on Saturday, 27 October was a success. Beverley gave the history on
the north side of the street and Janette on the south side. Gill & Beverley did a letterbox drop
the week before. Pedr Davis took a video of the walk and was going to give us a disk.
I wish to thank those volunteers who contributed so much towards the running of the Society:
Gill Whan our Secretary, who deserves much praise; our unflappable Treasurer, Cath Sullivan
and David Shaw for auditing our books; Betty Goodger who looks after the Museum library
and files and answers enquiries; Mavis Ward who organized a wonderful Christmas Party at
Kogarah RSL; Beverley Earnshaw for her help and expertise in research. Thank you also to
those who set up the Kogarah School of Arts for the meeting and put everything away.
I thank all the members for their attendance and support during the year and look forward to
Kogarah Historical Society having an even better year for 2013/2014.
Janette Hollebone, President, March 2013
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Benevolent Society celebrates its 200 anniversary.
On Friday 8 February, Paul Brunton OAM, Emeritus
Curator, State Library of New South Wales formally launched
the countdown to The Benevolent Society's 200th anniversary
in May. This is the second part of an edited transcript of his
address. At the end of the first half we left the Society in 1818
having accumulated a debt of over £160.
Enter now a real, shining white knight. The 34 year old
Reverend William Cowper, son of a yeoman farmer but
Gill Whan & Janette Hollebone at the function
with none of the highfalutin nonsense of his clerical and chronological senior, Marsden.
Cowper was a founder of the Colonial Auxiliary Bible Society in 1817 and, at that Society's
meeting on 6 May 1818, it was resolved 'That an association be formed for the relief of the
poor, aged and infirm and for other benevolent purposes'.
Cowper was a skilled diplomat; he did not want to upset the touchy Smith Hall and also one
suspects wanted to acknowledge the good work which had been done by Hall's committee with
which Cowper himself had been associated. So, with some fancy footwork, he arranged that the
entire committee of management of Hall's Society would be elected to the provisional
committee of the new body and that the new body would take over all the debts. Smith Hall
was offered the secretary's position which he accepted. The new body named 'The Benevolent
Society of New South Wales' was formed on 5 June 1818.
Lachlan Macquarie was the Patron (as have been all subsequent Governors); the President was
the Judge-Advocate, John Wylde, and the Treasurer was Edward Riley, a Director of the
recently formed Bank of New South Wales, who lived in luxurious style in one of Sydney's
largest residences, Ultimo House. So no riff-raff there. By 1819, there was a Vice Patron as
well, the Lieutenant-Governor. James Erskine, no less. There were now 14 Vice Presidents to
add gravitas such as Mr Justice Field, JT Campbell, Robert Lowe, later a Viscount, John Piper
and Sir John Jamison.
Of course there were some ex-convicts involved, very wealthy ones like Samuel Terry and
Simeon Lord. In Sydney at the time it was impossible to avoid them - still is I hear some of
you mutter. However, The Benevolent Society was now firmly under the control of gentlemen.
Donors among the elite of Sydney came on board, and the rest is history.
The Georgian society depicted in Pride and Prejudice is a world away geographically from the
colony of NSW in 1813 with its 18,000 people, the majority of whom were convict or exconvict. But that English society, divided by class and status, which Austen so meticulously
filleted, had its equivalent in NSW. A world away geographically NSW may have been, but a
world of striving and snobbery it was which Austen would have recognised all too clearly.
Here in NSW, there was pride and prejudice in spades.
The Society has many significant achievements to its name over the last 200 years among
which are:
• the Benevolent Asylum which was in Pitt Street in the area now occupied by Central
Railway - a landmark in Sydney from its opening in 1821 to 1901 when it moved to Ultimo
• the provision from 1879 of free legal aid to women to assist in obtaining maintenance
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the agitation from 1885 for old age pensions which were ultimately introduced in 1901, a
world first
the inclusion of women on the Board of Directors from 1902, the year women received the
vote
the Royal Hospital for Women at Paddington which opened in 1905
the first baby health centre in Australia established in 1906
the first antenatal clinic in the then British Empire established in 1912
the development of the diagnostic ultrasound procedure at the Royal Hospital for Women
from 1962
the Post Adoption Resource Centre established in 1991
and a Social Advocacy unit established in 1995 so that not only would the Society comfort
the afflicted it would also afflict the comfortable, though the Society's active campaigning
for social reform goes back to the 1860s.

It would be a glittering legacy indeed if it were not for the fact that it is not a legacy as the
Society continues to thrive and innovate.
In conclusion, I would like to say a little about the Society's archives, most of which are now
held in the Mitchell Library. To give just one example of the significance of these records, in
the early years the emphasis was on the deserving poor and so there were elaborate procedures
to ensure that those being assisted were in fact deserving. This meant prospective cases had to
be investigated and appropriate records created. These records give us an insight into the lives
of individuals who would otherwise have no voice in the historical record. They are a window
on Sydney's underclass in the nineteenth century.
With remarkable foresight, the Society began placing its archives in the Mitchell Library for
permanent preservation from the early 1960s. This, in Australian archival terms, was
innovative indeed.
Benevolent, from its Latin derivation, means wishing well. It is a word which has been the
guiding spirit of the Benevolent Society and its predecessor for 200 years. The word in its multi
coloured livery devised by the Society forms both a potent logo and a succinct mission
statement.
It now only remains for me to congratulate the Society on its bicentenary and to wish it well for
the next two hundred years.
Paul Brunton, February 2013

Vale
The Society has lost two long-time members who died on the same day 18 April 2013.
Don Truman was an architect who had worked for the National Trust and then a firm which
did work for Kogarah Council. He advised on many well-known heritage buildings in the
region. He was 52 years and leaves Helen, his wife, and two sons and families.
Garry Stewart had moved to Canberra but remained a member with his wife Kathleen. He was
88 years old and leaves a family of children, grandchildren and a great grandchild.
We send our sincere sympathies to Helen, Kathleen and their families.
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Show and Tell
Once again, our members brought an interesting and varied array of items for Show and Tell
which took place in March between our AGM and general meeting.
Graeme Schroeder showed a Guide Book to Port Arthur bought for 2 shillings in 1955 when he
and his wife Deirdre visited there. They went again in 1966, three months before the Port
Arthur massacre. The 1955 guide book was much more graphic than later ones and listed the
punishments meted out to the prisoners as well as their activities.
Harvey Langford had explored the ancient city of Bagan in Burma/Myanmar where there had
been huge numbers of Buddhist temples and other structures in the 11th and 12th Century. Only
around 2000 were left now, the area was prone to earthquakes and many had been destroyed
particularly in 1975. He had brought two clay pipes to show, which were 1000 years old and
had been given to him by an archaeologist working in the area.
Beryl Butters produced an array of coffee cups for our enjoyment and
talked about how our life style has changed over the years particularly in
regard to drinking tea and coffee.
Bob Whan told us about a Canberra book shop that hunted through
publishing places and warehouses for forgotten books and 'remaindered'
them for sale. In this way he had come upon a fascinating book of letters
written to Queen Victoria and had found two references to Australia
among them.
Janette Hollebone showed a medal awarded to the first Public School Captain, Joe Symon, a
pupil at Kogarah Superior (High) School in 1910. Joe Symon had fought in WWI at Gallipoli
but had returned and continued to live in the area. He had captained the Kogarah Golf Club,
played A Grade Tennis and had later been a bowler at St George Bowling Club.
Beverley Scott had a handwritten pharmacy prescription book which was in use up until 1959.
It listed details of the Doctor, the Patient and the prescribed medication and dosage.
Fred Scott recalled the Sunday School picnics he used to go on and remembered that you
always had to take your own cup! He showed the book which had stimulated his memories. It
had been awarded as 1st prize in an egg and spoon race at one of the picnics.
Jan Magrath had a pair of glasses and case that had belonged to her ancestor
who was a Rabbi in London in 1770. Jan has a story about her ancestry that
we must hear in full one day.
Beverley Earnshaw finished the session by showing us a delightful little
gold box (pictured on the left) containing perfume. It was unopened, had
been given as a love token and was 90 years old.
Gill Whan
Congratulations to Muriel Lloyd who turned 100 years in April. She is now a resident in
the Mary Andrews Retirement Village but her family continues to renew her subscription as
she still enjoys the newsletter. Happy birthday Muriel.
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Nothing to do?!
The following are just a few of the things you may like to consider going to.
AMAZE - The new Amaze gallery has opened at the NSW State Library and has fascinating
items such as an original "Wanted" poster for Ned Kelly. An easy trip to view it and other
exhibitions showing, given that we are on a direct train line to Martin Place.
RAHS - Also in Macquarie Street is the Royal Australian Historical Society. Not only a
wonderful building, it has interesting events. On 28 May there is a talk on The Life and Times
of Tilly Devine, Kate Leigh and their Razor Gangs in the 1920's and 30's. It is presented by
Larry Writer, journalist, author and publisher and runs from 5.30-6.30 pm, free entry. Bookings
9247 8001.
Hambledon Cottage - Further afield is the Hambledon Cottage House Museum on the corner
of Hassall St and Gregory Place Parramatta. It is open from 11 am - 3.30 pm until Friday 31
May. It costs $5 or $6 for a guided tour. Hambledon Cottage is on the NSW State Heritage
Register list as a John Macarthur property (1824). No bookings necessary but the contact
number for inquiries is 9635 6924.
Writers Festival - The suburbs do not always feature in the annual Sydney Writers Festival
but this year we have two events at Hurstville and Kogarah Libraries.
Tim Bowden, journalist and broadcaster will be at Hurstville Library on 23 May at 7pm to talk
about his book The Changi Camera: A unique record of Changi and the Thai-Burma Railway.
Entry free but please book on 9330 6142.
Major General John Cantwell will speak at the Kogarah Library also on 23 May at 7pm
about his book Exit Wounds: One Australian's War on Terror. Free entry but bookings
essential on 9330 9528.

From the Carss Cottage Library Shelf
Sheraton, Chippendale and Hepplewhite, are the names of outstanding craftsmen of the 18 1h
and 19th centuries that call forth pictures of classic English furniture, treasured by connoisseurs.
Thomas Sheraton lived from 1751 to 1806 and became famous as a furniture designer, both in
England and America. His style featured simplicity, straight outlines and slender legs. A
typical Sheraton chair has a rectangular back, with decorations of oval or diamond shapes, or
lyres and vases. His reputation is based on the book of furniture designs he published first in
1794, reprinted many times. Our KHS collection includes:
The Cabinet-Maker and Upholsterer's Drawing Book, by Thomas Sheraton. Revised and
prepared by J. Munro Bell. Published in London by Gibbing and Co in 1895.
Before the text begins, the title page of the edition of 1802 is reproduced providing a
fascinating link to William Carss, who was a skilled cabinet maker before he retired to our
sandstone cottage in Carss Park
Betty Goodger
In our next edition of the newsletter we will be starting a series of biographies from the Roll of
Honour of World War I Diggers and will also feature an article on Albert Nelson Clarke, artist.
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QUEEN ELIZABETH II- CORONATION GOWN
June 2, 2013 marks the 60th Anniversary of the Coronation of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Apart from the national and
religious significance of such an occasion, events of this kind
are followed by the fashion industry with almost frenzied
interest, and competition to duplicate the clothing designs is
keen.
Within hours of a royal costume being seen (be it a
Coronation gown, wedding dress or other wear) replicas of it
appear in the stores, many being but a modest interpretation of
the real thing.
Kogarah Historical Society has recently been given one such
P
dress, a ball gown based on the design of the Queen's
Coronation gown and made by an exclusive Sydney salon. We
plan to display it in the glass cabinet in the Museum's Coxhead Room as an acknowledgement
of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. It will replace Gwen Coxhead's wedding dress which is in
need of conservation.
The honour of creating the Coronation gown went to the Queen's chosen British designer,
Norman Hartnell. Hartnell envisaged that this would be his masterpiece and become a great
piece of costume history. He carried out much historic research in the London Museum and
Library before setting out on the daunting task assigned to him.
Queen Victoria's Coronation gown had been of a simple style of white satin with embroidered
hemline and bodice. But Victoria had been an unmarried girl of 18 when taking the throne
whereas Elizabeth was 27 years old, a married woman and a mother. Therefore the tradition of
an all white gown could be dispensed with and colour introduced. The dress finally decided on
was the ninth design which Hartnell submitted. The sixth, seventh and eighth designs all
featured floral emblems but only the flora of the British Isles. Prince Philip pointed out that
Elizabeth was the Queen of the Commonwealth as well as of Britain and Hartnell was asked to
draw up a ninth design which incorporated the emblems of the dominions. (In 1953 there were
only II members of the Commonwealth.)
The Queen accepted this design, but on checking the authenticity of the floral emblems,
Hartnell was horrified to learn the emblem of Wales was not the daffodil which he had featured
but a dull and uninteresting vegetable, the leek. He hastily borrowed the leek badge from the
cap of a Welsh Guard and his embroideresses interpreted it into an attractive motif using fine
silks and diamante.
The emblems depicted on the Coronation gown were:For England, a Tudor Rose embroidered in pale pink silk, pearls, gold and silver bullion and rose
diamante.
For Wales, the Leek, embroidered in white silk with leaves of palest green silk and enhanced with
diamante.
For Scotland, the Thistle, worked in pale mauve silk and amethysts. The calyx was embroidered in
reseda green silk, silver thread and diamante dewdrops.
For Ireland, the Shamrock, of soft green silk, silver thread, bullion and diamante.
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For Canada, the Maple Leaf, worked in green silk, veined in crystal and bordered with gold bullion.
The Australian Wattle proved a challenge and after countless attempts it was achieved with fuzzy
mimosa yellow wool and foliage of green and gold.
The Fern of New Zealand was embroidered using straight stitches of soft green silk and veined in
silver and crystal.
The South African Protea was created using shaded pink silk, each petal bordered with silver thread.
The leaves of shaded green were embellished with rose diamante.
The Lotus Flower of India was worked in seed pearls and diamante, and mother-of-pearl embroidered
petals, whilst the Lotus Flower of Ceylon was of opals, mother of pearl, diamante and soft green silk.
Pakistan's emblems, Wheat, Cotton and Jute. The wheat was in oat-shaped diamante and fronds of
golden crystal. The jute was represented as a spray of leaves in green silk and golden thread and the
cotton blossom was worked in silver with leaves of green silk.
By Christmas 1952 the dress was ready for its first fitting but it was found that the silk skirt,
weighed down with jewels, would not fall correctly. Madame Isabelle, the head dressmaker,
lined the skirt with cream taffeta and reinforced it with three layers of horsehair. This
redistributed the weight and made it easier to wear.
The Imperial State Crown had been secretly taken to Buckingham Palace so that the Queen
could get used to wearing it. When she tried on the finished gown the Queen described it with
one word - 'glorious'. Unknown to her, Hartnell had embroidered a four leafed shamrock on
the left hand side of the dress as a symbol of good luck.
On her way to Westminster Abbey for the ceremony the Queen wore the Robe of State of
crimson velvet edged with ermine over her gown. Before leaving the Abbey as the crowned
monarch she donned an exquisite robe of purple velvet. This was cut on narrower lines to allow
the beautiful Coronation gown to be fully appreciated.
In displaying the ball gown, Kogarah Historical Society does not intend to deceive visitors into
thinking it is an exact replica of the Coronation gown. It merely depicts the level of
enthusiasm, love and loyalty there was for the Queen in 1953.
Beverley Earnshaw

Historical Teasers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Which Australian has won the FIM World Motorcycle Championship 5 times?
In what city did the Commonwealth Parliament first sit?
Who was the first Australian to win the Booker Prize?
Which Australian promised to Go all the way with LBJ"?
What Australian movie includes the phrase "Tell him he's dreaming'?
What is the longest river in the Northern Territory?
What outback town's population swells from 120 to crowds of over 5000 for a racing
carnival?

Answers:
aII!AsPJi (L) JaA!I eU01,31A () al4sj
pIoH
'Jas!uRAJ
awl-id
(V)AIIauaN
sewou,j()
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The Lost Diggers by Ross Coulthart
In 2010 a collection of 4000 glass plate negatives was discovered ill a
run down farm house attic in the town of Vignacourt in France. The
photographs were taken by local photographers, Louis and Antoinette
Thuillier, between 1916 and 1919 and include hundreds of images of
Australian soldiers.
Vignacourt is in the Picardy District of the Somme Valley where some
of the heaviest battles of World War I were fought. The town was a rest
station where exhausted Australian troops were brought for a few days'
respite before being returned to the horrors of the trenches. During their
brief stay, many had their photographs taken at the Thuilliers' Studio
and sadly, many were sent back to the front line, never to return.

Ted Greenwood, of Brighton-leSands, Gallipoli veteran.
Survivor of the battle of Pozieres.
p hotographed in Vignaco urt

I
In July 2011 the entire collection of 4000 glass negatives was bought
from Thuillier descendants with the financial help of Channel 7's Kerry Stokes and brought to
Australia. With them also was the photographers' canvas backdrop which had been rolled up in the
attic and forgotten. The plates were scanned and cleaned and gifted to the Australian War
Memorial.
Painstaking detective work is being used to identify these soldiers through the internet, Channel 7,
Facebook and the Australian War Memorial. Through these media, families have come forward
with medals, diaries and letters that have 'fleshed out' the stories of their kinsmen. But hundreds
more soldiers are yet to be identified.
The glass photographic plates in the collection are a superior storage medium to celluloid
photographic negatives or digital imaging. Their resolution is so strong that tiny details of medals,
colour patches &c can be identified.
Besides telling stories about the men in the photographs, the book exposes the bitter truth of life as
it was on the Somme battlefront. The winter of 1916 was the coldest in decades. Mud was knee
deep in the trenches and the men had to sleep standing up. The book also describes the excruciating
multiple symptoms of 'trench foot'. It pulls no punches telling who contracted venereal disease,
both officers and men. It commends the outstanding bravery of the stretcher bearers who, unable to
duck and dodge the shells, pressed on amid the gunfire to bring in their wounded mates. It tells of
young boys who put their ages up to join the service and older men who put their ages down.
There are light hearted moments when the men played with the village children or dressed in drag
to perform concerts. There were sports and boxing matches to keep up morale and weddings
between Aussie soldiers and local girls. The book climaxes with the euphoric celebrations that
came on Armistice Day.
The solemnity of the Vignacourt War Cemetery is not overlooked, when each local child was
assigned a grave to take care of.
This collection of 4000 glass photographic plates is considered one of the most important
discoveries of World War I, Publisher, Harper Collins, has presented the collection in a hardback
coffee table tome containing almost 300 images and 400 pages. The book measures 305 x 305 x 44
mm and weighs 3,3 kilos (7½ Ibs). Available at bookshops or on the internet. RRP $70, Internet
price $50. ISBN 9780732294618.
Beverley Earnshaw

Your Committee for 2013— 2014— Who does what and how you can
make contact. (Executive indicated with *)
Name

Position

Contact details

Beverley
Earnshaw

President *
Research, speaks at events & Museum.
Author, publications officer, newsletter
editing & articles.
V.President * & Public Officer
Research, articles/editing team for newsletter.
Speaker, tours & walks at Museum, Museum
Roster. Security at Kog School of Arts.
V.President *(2)

9546 1091
earnshawb(bigpond.com

Janette
Hollebone

Mavis Ward

Gill Whan

Cath Sullivan

Adele Ryan

Beryl Butters
Lawrie Corry
Trudy Johns
David Martin
Carole Tier

List of members, distributes newsletters.
Organises lucky door prizes. Museum roster.
Hon Secretary *
Correspondence, minutes, speakers, Museum
roster/tours. Articles & editing Newsletter.
Treasurer *
Receives income. Pays accounts. Treasurer's
reports, Museum roster &walks at Museum.
Assistant Secretary
Publicity and promotion. Organises and chairs
MAM. Museum roster
Committee, (Corporate memory of Society)
Founding/life member
Committee, assists at MAM
Museum roster
Life Member. Chief Caterer - MAM,
afternoon teas at mtgs. Museum roster
Committee, assists at Museum, contributes
articles to newsletter
Committee, organises speaker's costs & gift.
Museum roster

9529 7117
hjanette(optusnet.com.au

9546 5704
maviswardunwired.com .au
9546 4623 (0439 667 843)
gi llwhan(2lb igpond.net.au
9579 6149

9529 6730
ade1epenta(2lhotmail.com
9580 6954
9772 3805
9534 7737
9599 1867
dim.bD(hotmail.com
9527 2403

Others non-committee
9570 1101

Elizabeth
Emerson

Research, writes articles. Does tours/walks at
Museum. Museum roster
Caters for MAM, Museum Roster, admission
at general mtgs

Leo Sullivan

Assists Treasurer. Museum Roster

9579 6149

Gilda Tilia

Caters for MAM

9546 2516

Betty Reynolds

A/ teas, emergency list for Museum Roster

9587 1547

Betty Goodger

9579 4118

Also on Museum Roster - Ken Grieve (955871 72), Mary Williams (95472812), Deidre
Schroeder (9546 213 1). Other helpers at Museum, Warren and Irene Selmon, Jan Magrath,
Harvey Langford, Rodger Robertson.(Always looking for more, let us know if you are interested)

12

