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Meetings and Speakers 
 

Thursday 13 March 2014 

AGM and Show and Tell. Bring an 

interesting object to talk about. 

Thursday 10 April 2014 

Lyn Cairncross, Botanic Gardens 

Volunteer. Art in the Gardens
 

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker, then 

the opportunity to chat over afternoon tea.  A short business meeting follows. Apologies for non- 

attendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623).   Visitors welcome. 

Frank Murphy, Olympic Diver, training in harness on the high wire, Kogarah 1953 

http://www.kogarah.historicalsociety.com/
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Mondays at the Museum 

24 March 2014 – Wendy Cornish 

First MAM for the year and popular speaker Wendy Cornish is returning to talk to us about 

“What makes a good joke.” 10 am for a delicious morning tea in the courtyard and either 

listen to the talk there if the weather is suitable or move into the Kogarah Room in the Museum 

for the presentation. Cost $5 which also gives you the chance to win a door prize. Please book 

as space is limited and it helps with catering.  Ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a 

message on the answering machine if she is not there, to reserve your place. 

Sunday Museum Roster 

 

March 2014 April 2014 

2
nd

 
 

Carole Tier & Ken Grieve 6
th

 
 

Gill Whan & Deirdre Schroeder 

9
th

 
 

Mavis Ward & Mary Williams 13
th

 
 

Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry 

16
th

 
 

Trudy Johns & tbc 20
th

 
 

Trudy Johns & tbc 

23
rd

 
 

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

 

27
th

 
 

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone 

    30
th

      Cath and Leo Sullivan 
 

Hours 1 pm – 5 pm.  Problems, contact Gill Whan, 9546 4623 

NB: This list is of regular roster days and volunteers and does not reflect any changes or swaps made 

privately. We need more members to volunteer for either a regular spot at the Museum or to go on the 

emergency list. Training given.  Contact one of the Committee if you can help. 
 

Committee 2013 (* denotes Executive) 
 

President:* Beverley Earnshaw Ph: 9546 1091 

Vice President (1):* Janette Hollebone Ph: 9529 7117 

Vice President (2):* Mavis Ward Ph: 9546 5704 

Secretary:* Gill Whan Ph: 9546 4623 

Treasurer:* Cath Sullivan Ph: 9579 6149 

Committee Members: Beryl Butters, Lawrie Corry, Trudy Johns, 

David Martin, Adele Ryan, Carole Tier, 
 

Committee meeting venues 

3 Mar  7.00 pm Beryl Butters, 36 Louisa Street, Oatley (9580 6954) 

7 Apr 7.00 pm Gill Whan, 11 Dewrang St., Carss Park (9546 4623) 

5 May  7.00pm Janette Hollebone, 1 Meriel St., Sans Souci (9529 7117) 

 

 

 

Welcome to new member 

Wendy Agzarian 

We hope that you have a long and happy association with the Society 
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Frank Murphy AM, Olympic Diver 

Frank Murphy AM was featured in our Carss Park book because as well as an Olympic diver, he 

was a Carss Park Life Saver and had lived locally.  At that time, Beverley Earnshaw was able to 

interview Frank by telephone but sadly Frank passed away in 2012. Jan Murphy, Frank’s wife 

has generously provided material and photographs for this article. 

Frank was born in April 1928 at Grosvenor Road, South Hurstville, the home of his aunt and 

uncle Kath and Jack Carpenter.  His parents, Edward Wintle 

Murphy and Winifred Alma had moved from Barellan and shortly 

after the birth the family moved to Baulkham Hills to be closer to 

his maternal grandparents.  Frank learned to swim in the 

Parramatta river and Granville Pool and won his first State Junior 

Diving Championship in 1944.   

The family returned to the St George area buying a home at Short 

Street, South Hurstville and Frank continued his high school 

education at Kogarah Boys High where he met his lifelong friend, 

Jack Barnett who also became a diver.  Jack’s family lived at 

Culver Street, Monterey. Frank and his older brother Harold 

joined the Carss Park swimming club and life savers and were 

members for many years.   

Frank, Harold and Jack used to go to the Movietone newsreel at the State theatre in Sydney to 

watch the American divers, so they decided to give it a try at the Brighton baths. A keen observer 

was Wally Kirsop who lived at Princes Highway, Kogarah (not far from Jubilee Avenue) and ran 

a squash centre.  He took a great interest in the boys training and became a notable diving coach. 

In his backyard gymnasium he erected dry land training techniques, using pullies and harnesses 

over a sand pit into which they ‘dived’. (See cover picture) He made a trampoline, had Roman 

rings and many of the great Australian and NSW diving champions, including Frank, learned 

their craft under his supervision.  His gymnasium hosted divers preparing for the Melbourne 

Olympic games. 

Frank joined the North Sydney swimming club and became very 

successful. He won six Australian Championships during his 

career and was selected to represent Australia at the 1950 Empire 

Games in New Zealand in swimming and diving where he won a 

bronze medal in the 10 metre platform.  He then went on to 

represent Australia at the 1952 Olympics 

in Helsinki and the 1956 Games in 

Melbourne.  In 1952 only a few elite 

athletes were funded to go to Helsinki 

and Frank had to raise his own fare, helped considerably by Hurstville 

RSL.  When he had finished competing he remained involved and is 

credited with leading the break from the Swimming Assn to found the 

Australian Diving Association where he was President for several years.  

He was President and Chairman of Diving NSW and was made a Life 

Member.  He managed the National Team for the 1976 Olympics and 

was a Judge for the diving events at the 1984 and 1992 Olympics.  In 

the year 2000 Frank was chosen to be one of the Olympic torch bearers 

Diving at North Sydney pool 

In Olympic Uniform 1952 
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leading up to the Sydney Games. 

Apart from his many achievements in sport, he made his career in 

the Police Force, at one stage directing the very heavy traffic at Tom 

Ugly’s bridge on Sundays. This was before the Captain Cook 

Bridge was built.  By the time he retired in 1988 he had attained the 

position of Chief Superintendent in the NSW Police Force.  

He was a family man and loved the St George area where he 

retained old friends from the early days of Carss Park Swimming 

Club.  When Frank met and married Jan Ogle from Earlwood in 

1961, he celebrated his “Bucks Night” at Carss Park and the family 

settled at Kyle Bay where they had three children, two boys and a 

girl. The family actively participated in community life and had a swimming pool at home from 

where Frank taught swimming.  Any spare time was given to playing golf at Beverley Park and 

Kogarah golf clubs. He was given a life membership of the St George Leagues Swimming Club 

which has recently celebrated its 50
th

 anniversary and was awarded an AM in 1982 for Services 

to Sport and the Australian Sports Medal in 2000. 

Frank swam and dived in our hot Australia sun without the knowledge we have today of the 

dangers of sun damage.  Frank died from skin cancer on 22 November 2012, the anniversary of 

the opening of the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. 

Gill Whan.   

Sincere thanks to Greg Knowles who suggested this article and helped with the detail. .  

Trivia Quiz 
AUSTRALIAN POLITICS 
 
1. Who was Australia’s shortest serving PM and how long and who was PM either side of Frank Forde? 
2. Women’s right to vote in Australia was first granted in which State and what year? What year was it 

granted in the UK?   
3. Who was the second Australian born Governor General after Sir Isaac Isaacs?  
4. How many times did Alfred Deakin lose the Prime ministership?   
5. Name three Prime Ministers of Australia with surnames beginning with “C”?  
6. Name the two PMs who surnames began with “Mc”?  
7. Four Prime Ministers had a surname beginning with “H”?   
8. When was the First Federal Election held? 
9. Who was the first 20th Century born Prime Minister? 

 
Rodger Robertson 

 

 

 

The editor was surprised to find John Dunmore Lang Place in Canberra, in the Parliamentary 

Triangle.  He was of course the Presbyterian Minister who persuaded William Carss to come to 

Australia rather than set sail for America. 
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A holiday home for children – memories of Joyhome  

from Beryl Butters 

The suburb of Sans Souci was named by 

Thomas Holt (1811-1888), a wool 

merchant and politician. Holt had bought 

the estate at Rocky Point which included 

a residence named ‘Rocky Point House’ 

in 1853 for his German wife and named 

the locality and house after Sans Souci 

in Potsdam, Germany, the summer 

palace of Frederick the Great, King of 

Prussia. In the 1860s, Holt sold his Sans 

Souci property to William Rust who 

opened Sans Souci House as a hotel. 

William Rust and his wife, Emma Jane (nee Broughton) were experienced in the hotel business, 

having worked at the Sir Joseph Banks Hotel at Botany before coming to Sans Souci. In 1872 the 

Rusts moved from Sans Souci to Strippers Point where they built the first Prince of Wales Hotel 

which was a collection of single storied buildings. They renamed the locality Sandringham after 

Rust’s birthplace in England. The second Prince of Wales Hotel was built about 1885 and 

demolished in the 1960s. Mr Rust built Ellesmere on the corner of Vista and Endeavour Streets, 

Sans Souci, in 1883. It later became the home of Sir Joseph Carruthers, Premier of NSW.  

The Rusts had no children but they raised the fatherless Ann and Sally Stockdale as their own 

daughters. However, Maria Stockdale, the girls’ mother, would never consent to the Rusts 

adopting them.  

On September 12, 1883 Ann Stockdale married Walter Moyse at St. Pauls Kogarah and they 

were the first to occupy Ellesmere.  William Rust built the house, Broughton , now 27 Endeavour 

Street, Sans Souci, as a wedding present for Ann and they moved there in 1884. William and 

Emma Rust then went on an overseas tour.  On May 18, 1886, while the Rusts were away, Ann’s 

husband Walter Moyse died, a victim of the virulent typhoid epidemic which was raging at the 

time. 

On May 28, 1887, W. E. Rust made a contract with A. Reddington, builder, to erect a cottage on 

the Ellesmere Estate for ₤1190, work to be finished in 4 months with allowances for wet weather. 

This house was Denbeigh. In 1889, 1890 and 1891 William Rust lived 

there, then in 1892 the Sands Directory lists the occupiers as William Rust 

and Ann Moyse. There are no entries from 1893 to 1900.  

Then in 1903 Captain Claude F.Chapman moved in and appears to stay 

until 1913 except for 1908 when the house was occupied by J.S.Hughes.  

(Perhaps Hughes was house sitting?) 

Denbeigh came up for sale in 1920. The Sunday Times Advertisement on 

March 28, 1920 p.6 read:- 

THE DRESS CIRCLE OF SANS SOUCI, DENBEIGH ESTATE. 

Comprising ‘Denbeigh House’ Capt.Chapman’s residence, of 8 huge 

rooms, including Billiard Room 18 x 30, 3 Verandahs, and every 

convenience, and 5 fine ELEVATED BUILDING SITES, within 3 minutes 

of tram and OVERLOOKING KOGARAH BAY, affording, 

UNINTERRUPTED WATER AND MOUNTAIN VIEWS. FOR AUCTION SALE ON THE 

Denbeigh House, 1 Plimsoll Place, Sans Souci, later called Joyhome 

Captain Chapman 
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GROUND, SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 1920, at 4 pm. 

Beautifully Pleasant Surroundings and  Charming Locality, make Denbeigh House Particularly 

Desirable as a Rest Home, Maternity Home, or Private Hospital. Plans and further information 

from the Auctioneer, E.W.R.McMillan, 19 Castlereagh St: And at Rockdale, ALLEN, ALLEN AND 

HEMSLEY, 10 Castlereagh Street, Solicitors to the Estate. 

There were three consecutive occupiers between 1921 and 1931, Richard Warne (1921), Richard 

O.Lehman (1922-24) and Enoch Cohen (from 1925). Then in 1935 the house was bought by 

Arnold Eric Oldfield and Winifred Ada Oldfield (nee Farr) who brought it into prominence for 

charitable and humanitarian endeavours.  

Beryl Butters knew the Oldfields well and reminisces: 

“Arnold and Winifred Oldfield lived in Mosman before moving to Brighton-le-Sands in 1930, 

then to Bexley and finally to Sans Souci where they bought an historic house (built 1887) at 1 

Plimsoll Street, called Denbeigh.  Arnold (Eric) Oldfield acquired a ₤1000 loan from the 

Rechabites to purchase this beautiful home. The name was changed to “Joy Home” and became 

their home as well as a children’s holiday home. Eric and Winnie had a son, Ray, born January 

1923 and died 2005, daughter Dulcie born August 1926 died 2002, son Keith born March 1930 

(who died in his teens in an accident near the old punt) and Noeline (adopted) born June 1934. 

Eric was a director of Samuel Taylor Pty. Ltd. (makers of Mortein, Y-Cough, etc). The firm was 

situated in Cleveland Street, Surrey Hills, so it gave him the opportunity to make friends with the 

locals and take the children to his Sans Souci home for holiday camps. Many an employee of 

Samuel Taylors got their job through Eric Oldfield. 

I met Eric Oldfield through the Postal Sunday School Movement which sent bible lessons to 

country children and brought them to the city for camps. (This was often their first visit to the 

city and sea). 

An illness in May 1975 forced Eric Oldfield to use a wheelchair. Daughter, Dulcie, felt it was 

important for her to look after her father, her mother having died in 1966, and she cared for him 

until his death.  

From the age of 18 Dulcie had helped her father in the Christian Education Ministry and had 

travelled many miles visiting churches, running training courses etc. During her time as a day 

school scripture teacher at Sans Souci Public School she celebrated her 50
th

 year in children’s 

ministry. Dulcie became so involved in Sunday School, Scripture and Church Work with the 

Baptist Church that she was known to many as ‘Auntie Dulcie’. The attendance at her funeral 

was given as 400. 

Eric Oldfield bequeathed 1 Plimsoll Street to the Baptist Church for a Seniors’ Retirement 

Village with ‘Joyhome’ preserved as the centre piece. The development application was quite a 

while getting passed by council as some neighbours objected. Dulcie and I visited some of these 

people as we couldn’t see what the problem was when they had had no objection to children 

coming and going over the years. I made an application for its heritage preservation and received 

a letter back from Bob Carr saying it had been heritage listed. Imagine my disappointment and 

disbelief when very early one morning I received a phone call telling me ‘Joyhome” was being 

demolished. Like a thief in the night someone who wanted to be rid of it won the day but they 

could never erase the wonderful memories of ‘Joyhome’. I don’t know why the Baptist Church 

sold it. Dulcie, Ray and Noeline were very disappointed. The property was developed by another 

developer as town houses – a very nice development – but without ‘Joyhome’.” 

Beryl is a Past President of the Society and Life Member and we treasure her memories. 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEAR 2013-2014 

 

EXPENDITURE: $ 

 

Energy Australia 431.10 

Telstra and Australia Post Box 662.61 

Insurance and Affiliations 879.20 

Museum Cleaning 1271.25 

Museum Expenses & book purchases 556.75 

Donations and Catering 2240.50 

Petty Cash 736.24 

Newsletters and Postage 1385.19 

Administration, Equipment and Publications 2860.64 

 

Total 11,023.48 
 

INCOME: $ 

 

Annual Subscriptions 1530.00 

Museum Admission 526.00 

Groups and Mondays at the Museum 1581.00 

Outings, Raffles, Pens etc 2531.00 

Publications, grants, donations 4322.96 

Power Saver account 3229.85 

Other interest from IBD 3307.12   

 

Total 17,027.93 
 

Signed   

 
David Shaw 

CPA 1443198 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NB: Originals held by Secretary 
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KOGARAH HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 2013-2014 

 
 
 
 

Balance at Bank as at 1 February 2013 605.46 

Add Income to 31 January 2014 17,027.93 

 

Total 17,633.39 

 

Less Expenditure from 31 Jan 2013 – 31 Jan 2014 11,023.48 

 

Total 6,609.91 

 

Bank Balance as per statement 31 January 2014 6,609.91 

 

Fixed Deposits at St George Bank 72,000.00 

 

 

 

 

I have audited the records of Kogarah Historical Society Inc. and in my opinion the records are 

well kept and the financial statements drawn up for the period 01–02-2013 to 31–01-2014 reflect 

fairly the position of the organisation. 

 

Signed 

 
David Shaw 

CPA 1443198 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB: Originals held by Secretary 
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The Saints in Kogarah 

Part 1 

St George was fortuitously chosen as the name of the Parish of St George in the County of 

Cumberland.  The Parish takes in the present day local government areas of Rockdale, Kogarah, 

Hurstville and part of Canterbury. 

I have told the story of the Parish in a previous article in the Newsletter
1  

 so suffice to say that the 

name St George supplanted Botany Bay for the district from 1823. 

Who chose the name? Other saints had already been used to name parishes and St George, patron 

saint of England, was free.  The Georges River was the boundary of the new parish.  George III 

was on the throne. Did some clerk in the Governor’s office have a flash of inspiration?  I would 

like to believe so. 

St George is always associated with the dragon and nowhere in the St 

George area could you be unaware of it.  The emblem of the mounted 

warrior, slaying the dragon is on almost every taxi that drives past; on 

the badge of the schoolgirls marching to St George Girls High School; 

used by our hospital, the St George Leagues Club and countless other 

institutions.  St Georges Day is celebrated on 23 April.  This is the day 

that George was beheaded in the year 303. 

It was also on this day in 1192 that King Richard I (Richard the Lion 

Heart) defeated the Saracen, Saladin.  His banner, a red cross on a white 

background, is now part of the English flag. Some books claim that from this time onward St 

George became the patron saint of England, but he was already revered in England, and had been 

since Saxon times. 

Legends abound about his life, but all agree he was, indeed, a real person, born in Cappadocia 

(modern day Turkey); was critical of the Roman emperor Diocletian, who was persecuting 

Christians, and so, was beheaded on April 23, 303.  There are many legends of the dragon he 

slew but this is what scholars agree on the subject! 

The dragon slain by St George is simply a common allegory to express the triumph of the 

Christian hero over evil, which St John beheld under the image of a dragon
 2 

For a well-illustrated book on the legends surrounding St George, I recommend the book, St 

George, Hero, Martyr and Myth, by Samantha Riches, published 2000. 

Before any churches were built in the St George district, the district was included in the Anglican 

Church Parish of Cook’s River, with the mother Church of St Peter’s.  The Rector travelled from 

St Peters to Hurstville once a month to conduct services in a tent, erected by Charles and 

Elizabeth Crew on their land in Hurstville about 1852.  They conducted a Sunday School for 

children here. They gave the land, on the corner of The Avenue and Forest Road to the Church 

and a weatherboard building was erected and St Georges Church, Hurstville began its service in 

1856.
3
 

The termites as well as the congregation enjoyed the church and a delightful story is told of a 

sermon preached on the text, “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall”.  At the 

dramatic moment, the preacher disappeared as the floorboards gave way. 

So in 1888 the old weatherboard building was demolished and a new brick building, designed by 

Charles H. Halstead, was erected.  The foundation stone was laid on 6
th

 April 1889. 
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There was a graveyard beside the church.  The first 

burial was in 1857, the last in 1918.  Headstones were 

removed in 1961 to build a rectory.  The graveyard 

was formally closed in 1964 and the remaining 

headstone removed in 1965.  In 1968 a sundial was 

placed as a monument in a small paved area with a 

garden seat and hedge.  The Hurstville Family History 

Society have researched the graveyard and published 

one of their Pioneers Down Under books on those 

buried there.
4 

St George is still caring for his people in the St George district. 

 
B. Goodger  

REFERENCES  

1. The St George District, by B. Goodger  KHS Newsletter November/December 2005 pp 3-4 

2. Brewer, E. Cobham, The Dictionary of Phrase and Fable 1990 p.510  (original edition 1870) 

3. There are several histories of the Church, including  St Georges Church of England,  Hurstville, NSW Souvenir History (of a) 

Centenary of Worship.  A Short History by P.W.Gledhill.  1956  

4. Hurstville Family History Society, Hurstville Pioneers Down Under.  Background stories about those who lie buried in the 

graveyard of St Georges Anglican Church in Hurstville.  1999   

____________ 

 

Kogarah Congregational Church 

Who remembers the Kogarah Congregational Church?  It was 

on the corner of Gray Street and Chapel Street for a century 

when it was demolished to make way for a car park for St 

George Hospital. 

Back in 1888 Kogarah and district was expanding rapidly 

following the opening of the railway line and steam tram to the 

area. Congregationalism had spread and it was decided to erect a 

church/school. Plans were prepared by Mr H C Kent M A, 

architect, when the site had been chosen and purchased for 

£250. The builder was Mr H Cambridge. 

A dais, very appropriately decked with ferns, shrubs and bunting was erected for the VIPs to give 

their speeches and to be able to view the ceremony of two 

polished trachyte memorial stones from Bowral being laid on 

Saturday afternoon, 24 November 1888 by the Rev Dr Hannay 

and Mr Henry Lee (delegates from the English Congregational 

Union). Dr Hannay received a handsomely finished silver 

trowel and mallet and Mr Lee was given a beautifully mounted 

emu’s egg. 

Before the church was built services were begun first in the 

Oddfellows Hall and then in the Kogarah School of Arts by the 

Congregational body. These services have been so successful that the Rev. Edward Moore, late of 

Brisbane, was invited to become the first minister of the charge. Mr. Moore intimated his willingness 

to undertake the responsibility. His obituary follows this article. 

Kogarah Centennial Congregational Church was built of brick to be used as a church and school. The 

centre nave was 41 ft by 23 ft with attached side aisles 9 ft wide. Light partitions or revolving shutters 

separated the aisles from the nave so they could be shut off into classrooms. The very light nave 

Hurstville St Georges Church 
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columns and the nave arches added to the beauty of the interior. Two small porches, screened off 

inside, gave access to the building from the street, between which was a triplet lancet-headed 

window. The roof inside was not open up to the ridge but lined round at the height of the collar ties, 

thus forming a ceiling line, which proved advantageous for the acoustic properties of the building. A 

small spirette surmounted the gable.   

An infants’ classroom was provided at the rear of the building and the parsonage was placed at the 

rear of the infants’ classroom with a frontage to Chapel Street. 

The style chosen was a simple form of early English and as economy was important, little or nothing 

was spent on mere adornment. The seated accommodation was for around 250 people. 

The parishioners said farewell to the building in Gray Street on 5 March 1989 which had become the 

mother church for other Congregational churches at Sutherland, Miranda and Sylvania. In 1977 it had 

become the Uniting Church and an increase in the size of the congregation meant moving to larger 

premises. The Rev Ken Day had been the incumbent for the last 6 years in Gray Street and would 

continue his ministry in the new church being built opposite the Fire Station on the corner of 

Kensington and Gray Streets. 

Harry Chambers Kent, Honorary Architect, also designed the Arncliffe Congregational Church in 

1901 which was built in the Swiss Gothic style.  

Ron Rathbone wrote in his book, “A Village Called Arncliffe” on page 87: The oldest Christian 

congregation in Arncliffe was the Congregational Church. Congregational services had been held at 

“Hillside”, the home of William Favell as early as 1859, by the Rev.S.C.Kent who rowed up Wolli 

Creek from the Cooks River Dam, but it was not until 1899 that it was decided to build a church. 

Land was obtained in Forest Road and on the initiative of the pioneer Favell, Bricknell and Morton 

families, the church was opened in 1901. 

The Rev S C Kent was Samuel Chambers Kent, Harry’s father. Samuel and his wife Emily had 

migrated from England to Australia with their two sons, Frederick and Harry, and arrived in Australia 

in 1855 when Harry was about 18 months. Samuel was the Congregational Minister at Newtown from 

1856 to 1872 when he moved to Melbourne. Ministers had to work very hard in those days. 

Sydney Morning Herald, 25 June 1924 p12 

THE REV. E. MOORE. WELL-KNOWN MISSIONER'S  DEATH. 

The death occurred on Monday, at the residence of his nephew, Sunnyslope, Chalmers Street, 

Belmore, of the Rev. Edward Moore, at the age of 72 years. A native of Sydney, he was educated at 

the late Mr. Cape's school, his first position being that of a bookkeeper at David Jones, Ltd. 

Mr. Moore became a Congregational minister in 1878, as assistant to the late Rev. Richard Rogers, of 

Bathurst, and in the following year was transferred to Roma, Queensland, where he remained for 

three years. In 1882 he went to Brisbane; but five years later his wife's failing health caused him to 

return to Sydney, and he took charge at Kogarah, where a Congregational cause was established In 

1887. In 1892 he accepted the office of superintendent and secretary of the Sydney City Mission, 

which office he held for 31 years, resigning on account of his advanced years and failing health last 

September. At the annual meeting of the Mission Council, in May of last year, a warm tribute was 

paid to the excellent work done by Mr. Moore during his long term of office. His wife pre-deceased 

him about 14 years. He leaves a brother—Mr. Frank Moore, of Croydon. The funeral will leave 

Wood Coffill Ltd.'s mortuary chapel, 810 George-street, at 2.30 this afternoon, for Waverley 

Cemetery. 

Janette Hollebone 

References: 
1. KHS Newsletter Sept/Oct 1989 p5 

2. Australian Town & Country Journal, 8 June 1889 p9 
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Vale Albert Victor Lewin 

The Society was saddened to learn of the death of Albert Lewin on 28 

January 2014 at the age of 93 years.  He was well known to us as the 

supportive and capable husband of Coralie who as most of you know was 

for many years the custodian of Carss Cottage Museum.  He was always 

ready to provide assistance at the Museum and always with a smile and his 

presence will be felt there for a long time. 

Albert was born in 1921 in Cork, Ireland, the 4
th

 child of Mark and May 

Lewin.  It was a time and place of great trouble and his parents wishing for a safer and better life 

for the family decided to emigrate to Sydney.  Albert was about 9 months old when the ship, the 

Demosthenese, arrived in Sydney after a journey of three months.  The family were sponsored 

and accommodated by a distant cousin until they moved to an old rented house in Kingsgrove. 

When the family grew they relocated to a larger house in Bexley which eventually 

accommodated their 8 children, 6 sons and two daughters.  Life was hard and money short but the 

Lewins were a well cared for and happy family. 

Albert began school at Bexley and then went to Kogarah High School.  He was interested in all 

sports, an interest he maintained for the rest of his life and as a young man he excelled in cycling, 

competing in races with great success. 

At age 14 years and 6 months he began work at the Rockdale Citizen Newspaper – the start of a 

career in the printing industry.  He completed a Technical College course in hand composing and 

worked as a compositor until the outbreak of WW2. Albert enlisted into the Army as a gunner 

and despatch rider and a year later applied for discharge and transferred to the RAAF as a trainee 

pilot.  A severe ear infection resulted in a disappointing transfer to ground crew.  After the war he 

returned to the printing industry. 

In 1946 he met Coralie, in 1948 they became engaged and were married in October 1950 in St 

John’s Anglican Church, Rockdale.  A year later they were able to move into their own home, 

still incomplete, in Bexley North, a house that Albert, with the help of his brother Jack had 

worked on tirelessly. Albert and Coralie became parents for the first time when daughter Gail 

was born in 1952 and in 1953 when son Gary arrived the house was finally completed.  Life was 

simple for the Lewin family with Albert working for a large printing firm and playing cricket at 

weekends.  Later, he took up lawn bowls and continued to play very successfully for many years. 

In 1965 Albert and Coralie had an opportunity to buy a printing business – Coralie joined him in 

the business and they worked together until they sold the business in 1981. 

After Albert had heart surgery in 1986, they relocated to South Hurstville where they continued 

to maintain an active lifestyle, Albert indulging in his woodwork hobbies (and contributing this 

expertise to the Museum) and playing bowls.  He remained as active as possible for many years 

and celebrated his 93
rd

 birthday on 11 January 2014, a good ‘innings’. 

We send our deepest sympathy to Coralie and thank her for providing this information.  Albert 

will be missed by all who knew him. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

13 March at 2 pm in the School of Arts, Kogarah 

Nominations are invited to join the Committee of Kogarah Historical Society. All 

positions are declared vacant and we welcome new people with new ideas.  A 

nomination form is included with this newsletter and forms must be sent to the 

Returning Officer by mail or presented at the meeting by 2pm on 13 March. 


