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Old Government House, Parramatta – trip to see the Miss Fisher Costume Exhibition, story P. 10

Meetings and Speakers
Thursday 10 July 2014
Bruce McLeod Sharp, Ex Olympian
and artist – Memories of the 1956
Olympics

Thursday 14 August 2014
Alan Brinkworth, Hon Historian Rural
Fire Service NSW – History of the Rural
Fire Service

Meetings are held at the School of Arts, Bowns Road Kogarah, at 2pm. Enjoy the speaker, then
the opportunity to chat over afternoon tea. A short business meeting follows. Apologies for nonattendance at meetings should go to the Secretary, Gill Whan (9546 4623). Visitors welcome.

Mondays at the Museum
28 July 2014 – Lorna Barrow
Dr Lorna Barrow is a lecturer at Macquarie University and in the Scottish Heritage Society. She
is going to talk to us about 15th Century Scottish Queens. 10 am for a delicious morning tea in
the courtyard and either listen to the talk there if the weather is suitable or move into the
Kogarah Room in the Museum for the presentation. Cost $5 which also gives you the chance to
win a door prize. Please book as space is limited and it helps with catering. To reserve your
place, ring Adele Ryan on 9529 6730 or leave a message on her answering machine.

Sunday Museum Roster
6

July 2014
Carole Tier & Ken Grieve

3

August 2014
Gill Whan & Deirdre Schroeder

13th

Mavis Ward & Mary Williams

10th

Adele Ryan & Lawrie Corry

20th

Trudy Johns & Betty Reynolds

17h

Trudy Johns & tbc

27th

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

24th

Betty Goodger & Janette Hollebone

31st

Cath and Leo Sullivan

th

rd

Hours 1 pm – 4 pm (winter hours). Problems, contact Gill
Whan, 9546 4623
NB: This list is of regular roster days and volunteers and does not reflect any changes or swaps made
privately. We need more members to volunteer for either a regular spot at the Museum or to go on the
emergency list. Training given. Contact one of the Committee if you can help.

Committee 2014 (* denotes Executive)
Beverley Earnshaw
Ph: 9546 1091
President:*
Mavis Ward
Ph: 9546 5704
Vice President:*
David Martin
Ph: 9599 1867
Vice President:*
Gill Whan
Ph: 9546 4623
Secretary:*
Cath Sullivan
Ph: 9579 6149
Treasurer:*
Committee Members: Beryl Butters, Lawrie Corry, Garry Darby, Janette
Hollebone Trudy Johns, Adele Ryan, Carole Tier, Pat Young

7 July 7.00 pm

Committee meeting venues
Pat Young, 25 Culver St., Monterey (9588 5835)

4 Aug 7.00 pm

Garry Darby, 5/22-24 Walter Street, Sans Souci (9583 9916)

1 Sept 7.00 pm

Trudy Johns, 2/900-902 Forest Road, Peakhurst (9534 7737)

Welcome to new member
Grahame Lloyd
We hope that you have a long and happy association with the Society
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Elsie Watson nee Maddison
Memories of early days in Carss Park and Kogarah Bay
Elsie Watson will be 93 years old this year. Her
parents Herbert and Amy Maddison built their
house at 9 Girroma Street, Carss Park in 1926.
There was one other house in the street at the
time. Elsie was the youngest of three children,
the only girl. She was born in Alexandria in
1921 but her memories are of Carss Park where
‘there was nothing much to do as a child’ as
there were very few houses around. Herbert
Elsie age 9 years
Elsie age 92 years
Maddison was a boiler maker at Cockatoo
Docks and walked to Allawah station each day to go to work. Amy was a busy mother and Elsie
remembers that Saturday was cooking day when she had to help and there was always a Sunday
roast.
The Milko used to come from the local dairy and the children would rush out with the billy can to
be filled. The Rabbitoh came once a week and they went to the Chinese Gardens to buy lettuces.
Her mother mostly shopped at the Wilsons who had a mixed business across the highway from
Payten Street and there was a newsagency at Carss Park with Mr and Mrs Pender where you
could also buy pies and lollies. It was later owned by Bill Patterson.

Blakehurst School Concert, 1932. Elsie is in the white bonnet, front row. Mr Maddison is Santa at the back and Mum back
row, two to the right of Dad. Mrs Stuart is an imposing figure. If members recognize other people, do let us know.

Elsie started school at 6 years old at Blakehurst Primary, in the old stone building. There were
three classes at the time. Her brothers went there too and she remembers that the first Principal
they had was very free with the cane. After that it was Mr and Mrs McGuiness who lived on the
site of the school. Mrs McGuiness took the sewing and singing classes and her daughter taught
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the girls dancing while the boys went with Mr McGuiness and did gardening. Her parents were
involved with the school, Mr Maddison was President of the equivalent of the P & C. The patron
at the time was Mrs Grace Stuart.
Elsie went to Sunday School in the
Church Hall on King Georges Road
and was taught by Mr Harvey from
Torrens Street.
The Blakehurst
Church Hall was the centre for many
activities, Services, Sunday School,
Scouts and Guides.
In their free time the children would
hunt for tadpoles in the creeks or go
prawning by moonlight taking a
Hurricane lamp to light their way to
the water. They knew the Coxheads,
the Stuarts, the Clissolds, the Wards,
Elsie Maddison, third from left, front row. Can you identify others?
the Hills and the Dents. The Watsons who lived on the other side of the Princes Highway were
family friends. They were Scottish and had big parties every New Year’s Eve. Elsie remembers
going to the beach in Carss Park after one of the parties and of course, later, Elsie would marry
Charlie Watson.
Herbert Maddison lost his job during the depression and set up his own oxy welding business in
his back yard. Most of his work came from the Stuarts who had a car repair business in Carwar
Avenue but he was basically out of work for three years and things were tough. Then a friend
offered him a job at Grace Bros in the furniture/bedding department. Herbert adapted very
quickly and made this his new career.
Elsie went from Blakehurst Primary to Kogarah Domestic Science School up to the Intermediate
level. When she left school, a friend got her a job with a Solicitor in Pitt Street where she was the
‘Girl Friday’ at first but also did the typing and later transferred to a higher position with another
Solicitor.
She had known Charles Watson for most of her life. He was working on the railways on signals
until he went to war in 1939. His mother gave her his address and suggested she write to him.
The relationship developed through the correspondence. Charles served as a signaller in the 2/1st
Field Regiment 6th Division in the Middle East. He came back to Australia in 1941 and they
became engaged. He was then sent to New Guinea for the rest of the war. They were married in
the Kogarah Central Baptist Church in 1944 (Elsie’s family were Congregationalists) and had the
reception in the Presbyterian Church Hall (Charles’ family were Presbyterian). Elsie borrowed
her wedding dress from a friend. They lived with Elsie’s parents after they were married until
their first daughter was born.
They built their house in Jude Ave in 1948, 66 years ago and Elsie still
lives here. After the war, people were restricted in the size they could
build, so the house had two bedrooms only and when the family
increased to two daughters and a son, a sleep out was added at the
back. They had a large back yard with fruit trees and ‘chooks’ – Elsie
remembers learning to reverse the car by backing around the fruit
trees.
4

The railways had kept Charles position open for him so after the war he returned to this work and
was there until he retired. He had escaped injury during the war but with his fair Scottish skin he
was susceptible to sun damage and melanomas were a problem for the rest of his life.
Elsie did not go back to paid work after she married. She was a keen tennis player and in fact
played until she was 88 years old. She recalls that on the Princes Highway near Park Road there
was a chemist (where Red Rooster is now), a draper who also took photographs and a hairdresser
where she had her hair set every week for 6 pence. She became a member of the Blakehurst
VIEW club which has now folded as its membership aged and of course she raised her three
children – Diane who lives at Gymea, and Rosalind and Ian who both live at Menai. The family
went on holiday every year to Rainbow Bay, Coolangatta. When they first went it was a train trip
to Murwillumbah, then a bus, later it was by car and even later they flew there.
Elsie now has eight grandchildren and twelve great grandchildren, still drives and is as sprightly
as ever. It was delightful to meet her and talk about her memories and we do thank her for
sharing them with Kogarah Historical Society.
Gill Whan

____________

Trivia Quiz
By Rodger Robertson
(this one will test us all!)

THE STANS--- The “Stans” are countries in Central Asia. Mostly it does not include
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Now the “ stan” means “land of”, so Kazakhstan is the land of the
Kazaks. The six Central Asian “stans” that once belonged to Russia were conquered by them in
the 19th Century but gained a spectacular freedom in 1990. They are mostly Islamic to varying
degrees of orthodoxy. One possible Central Asia stan could have been Uyghurstan but was never
controlled by Russia . It now belongs to China and hence does not have independence. What is
the capital of the following “stan” countries? And what writing script do they use? Both of these
issues will ask you to do some research to places that we are rarely exposed to!
1. Afghanistan; 2 Pakistan; 3 Turkmenistan; 4 Kazakhstan; 5 Tajikistan; 6 Kyrgyzstan;
7 Uzbekistan.
Answers:

____________

Dates for your diary
23 July, 7.00 pm at Kogarah Library – Speaker is Bettina Arndt, Australian Sex Therapist.
Free but bookings necessary Ph: 9330 9527
27 August, 6.00 pm at State Library House. An RAHS & State Library event. Justice
Michael Pembroke, writer, judge and naturalist will speak about Arthur Philip – Sailor,
Mercenary, Governor, Spy. Michael Pembroke’s book by this name uncovers the elusive
character of Arthur Philip who as well as the first Governor of NSW was actually a spy in the
employ of the English Government. Bookings through 9247 8001.
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KEVIN VINCENT MULLARKEY
By Margaret Brown
The story of Kevin Vincent Mullarkey, the fifth and last of the Mullarkey brothers. Our thanks to Margaret
for allowing us to tell their stories.

Kevin was the fifth surviving son of Frederick and
Elizabeth Mullarkey. He was born on 19th June, 1897 at
his parents’ home, ‘Glendalough’ Herbert Street,
Rockdale. The family relocated to ‘Avoca’, Station Street
(now Jubilee Avenue), Kogarah in 1907. Kevin attended
Kogarah Marist Brothers and was one of the original
pupils on its first day in 1909. In 1911, he was in 5th class,
finishing top of his class.
Like all his brothers, Kevin was a good athlete, playing
football and cricket for the district. He enrolled in Sydney
Teachers College and was still a student there when he
enlisted in the First AIF on 7th April 1915.
He was 18 years and 9 months old and only 5 ft in height
with brown eyes and hair. Presumably, his mother would
have had to give her permission for him to join up as his
father Frederick had died in 1911. No. 1365 Private Kevin
Vincent Mullarkey departed Australia on 26th June 1915 on the troop transport ship ‘Berrima’ , as
part of 20th Battalion, D Company.
The 20th Battalion was sent to Gallipoli in August and Kevin was with them, fighting at Russell’s
Top. He was with his Battalion when they were evacuated from Gallipoli in December and sent
to Egypt to regroup and recover.
Kevin was then sent to France with the 20th Battalion, arriving in Marseilles on 25th March 1916.
It appears from family letters and a note on his military records, that he was often involved in
raiding parties on the enemy trenches. He became a Lance Corporal on the 16th July whilst still
in France.
Kevin was severely wounded during the famous assault on German trenches, (known as OG 1
and 2) at the site of the Pozieres windmill on the night of 4th August. He had been hit by shrapnel
twice during the battle and had lain for 12 hours before being picked up by a stretcher party. He
was also blown from his stretcher by gun bombardment before he could reach a Casualty
Clearing Station. Kevin was admitted to Edmonton Military Hospital, England on 18 th August
1916, with two bullet wounds, one of which was still lodged in his spine.
During this time, his mother was receiving telegrams from the Army authorities with varying
news of his progress. However, Kevin was seriously ill and was transferred to the hospital ship
‘Karoola’ for return to Australia. He arrived in Sydney on 12th April 1917 and was transferred to
No. 4 Australian General Hospital (Prince of Wales), Randwick.
He remained in hospital in great pain, where he died on 30th March 1918, aged only 20. He is
buried with his parents at Woronora Cemetery, Sydney and his sacrifice remembered in a glass
window inside St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Kogarah. In 2012, he was commemorated on the
Commemoration Wall, Australian War Graves, Garden of Remembrance, Rookwood Cemetery,
Sydney.
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The Saints in Kogarah
Part 3
St Andrew, a fisherman, brother of Simon Peter, was one of Jesus’ first disciples. He is believed
to have been crucified in 70 A.D. on a crux dicussata – the shape, X, became known as St
Andrew’s cross. A legend tells of his remains being taken to Scotland in the 8th century and so he
became the patron saint of Scotland.
St Andrew’s cross is incorporated in our modern day flag of the Union
Jack. His feast day is November 30.
St Andrew’s Anglican Church, Sans Souci was dedicated on 3rd May,
1902 as a small wooden church on Rocky Point Road near Sandringham
Street. Before that date, the district was in the Parish of St Paul’s the
mother church in Kogarah. However, long before, in the 1880s, a Sunday School operated at St
Kilda, the home of William Pritchard in Vista Street. Then in the 1890s services were held at
Rocky Point in Frater’s shed, an outbuilding of the Sans Souci Hotel. Finally a site was chosen
on Rocky Point Road and a weatherboard church was built. A new brick and larger church was
built across the road and dedicated on 25 September 1929. It was consecrated on 30 September
1944.
On 1 April 1921 the two churches of St Andrews Sans Souci and St Cuthberts Langlea were
combined into a new district known as “The Conventional District of Sans Souci-Langlea.”
In July 1942 St Andrews became a
separate parish.
From 1907 to 1920, the Rev. H.R.A.
Wilson was the Rector at St Andrews
and he is remembered for his
patriotism. He organised the St
Georges Day Parade “on the
Saturday nearest 23 April in honour
of the patron saint of England. All
parishioners of St Pauls, St Cuthberts
and St Andrews would meet at
Kogarah Railway Station where Mr Wilson addressed the assembly, then the whole entourage
would move off in procession through the main street of Kogarah. The children waved red and
white flags and with Mr Wilson in the lead and the local band playing rousing music, they
marched to St Pauls for a carnival with stalls, games and foot races.”
B. Goodger
References
1. The St Andrews Story 1902-1979 A Sketch of the history, by Beverley Earnshaw
2. St Andrews Sans souci, One hundred years on 1902-2002, by Beverley Earnshaw

Did you know about the ‘Marmalade Ashes’. After Australia lost the Ashes in 2011, a small town in
Victoria introduced this competition. They sent 11 jars of marmalade, plus a 12th (of course) to
Cumbria in the UK and they won. There is a trophy, a replica of that at Lords and it is kept in
Buniyong. It is now an annual event. There is a ‘marmy army’ – the selection team, and they get
entries from all States from cumquat and grapefruit to Seville and lemon. (Heard on Australia All
Over)
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We now have three of the six books being written for primary school children by Beverley
Earnshaw, for the Society. This project under the general title of History Alive has been partially
funded by a Cultural Grant from the NSW Government, administered by the Royal Australian
Historical Society.
Book 1 tells the true story of the first Greeks to come to Australia, transported as convicts in
1829 after being arrested for piracy by the British in the Mediterranean.
Book 2 is the delightful story of Paddy Tuffy who drove the first Sans Souci Steam Tram. He
meets the working men of the 19thcentury, and encounters the antics of a big feral goat.
Book 3 is the true story of an 8 year old boy kidnapped from the Sydney docks in 1811 to work
on a whaler
All are available from the Society either at meetings, at the Museum or by mailing in your order.
Cost $7.50 plus $1.50 for postage. They are also stocked by the Carss Park Newsagency.
____________

Vale Dorothy Jones
Dorothy Grace Jones of Sans Souci was a member of our Society for
several years and enjoyed attending meetings, usually with her friend
Elizabeth Clarke. She passed away on 26 May 2014 at age 86 years. Our
President, Beverley Earnshaw attended the celebration of her life on
Monday 2 June at St Andrews Anglican Church in Sans Souci.
Dorothy was the daughter of Sister Clare Brearey who was well known for
her nursing services to St George Hospital particularly during the
influenza epidemic of 1919.
Dorothy’s husband William had pre-deceased her but she leaves behind
her two daughters, Penelope and Sherry and their families. We extend our sincere sympathy to
them and all her friends.
____________
Author Talk
Hurstville City Library will be the venue for another in the popular series of Author Talks on
15 July, at 7.00 pm. Lex Marinos, actor, commentator, writer, will talk about his biography
Blood and Circuses – an irresponsible memoir.
Free but bookings required – on line or Ph: 9330 6111
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FROM THE

HONOUR ROLL OF OUR WORLD WAR I ‘DIGGERS’
By David Martin
On 7 October 1914, just over two months after the outbreak of World War I, Rockdale-born
Frederick Charles Waine enlisted in the AIF - thereby volunteering for overseas military
service, (for the duration of the war plus four months being the commitment). It can be
ascertained from Fred’s AIF personnel dossier that he was 26 years and 4 months old when he
signed up, the average age at enlistment for Rockdale volunteers being 24 years and 3 months. As
with about 80 per cent of the local volunteers he was single, and (probably) living with his
parents at their residence ‘Swindon’ in Farr St, Rockdale. At 5 foot 8 inches (1.75 m), Fred was
slightly taller than the average of 1.67 m for Rockdale volunteers. It was recorded he had a fair
complexion, dark brown hair and grey eyes; he was also missing a finger, from his right hand.
Most residents of Rockdale back then were Protestants,
(around 80 per cent), as was Fred Waine – he indicated he
was a Methodist, (although whether he was a regular
church-goer cannot be determined). Educated at Rockdale
Public School, at the age of 15 he joined the staff of
Rockdale Council, and by the time of his enlistment, held
the position of Deputy Town Clerk, in addition carrying
out the duties of caretaker of the Town Hall. After
enlistment, Fred was trained as an infantryman and
became a Private in the 4th Battalion. Soldiers were
Rockdale Town Hall
required to nominate a next-of-kin, who could be contacted in case of misadventure, and like
most other ‘diggers’ Fred nominated his mother, Lizzie. Before going into action, soldiers are
encouraged to write a will, which Fred did on 23 April 1915, thereby leaving all his possessions
to his mother. On 1 May he was killed in action, on the Gallipoli peninsula.
Most commendably, Rockdale’s aldermen determined that their former employee was a worthy
candidate to be publicly honoured. The Council meeting on the evening of Thursday 1 July 1915
opened with the tabling of a minute from W.W. Monahan: ‘As mayor of the Municipality of
Rockdale, I deem it my duty to officially bring before this Council the fact that their deputy
Town Clerk, Mr. Frederick C. Waine, has fallen in battle while fighting for his country, at the
Dardanelles. I desire to recommend [that] the Council … place on permanent record its
appreciation of his faithful service, and its deep sorrow [at] his untimely death. I further desire to
recommend the Council to sanction the affixing to the walls of the Council Chambers of a tablet
to his memory’. In an accompanying speech, the mayor made the type of remarks to be expected
on such an occasion, including reference to Fred’s ‘glorious death’. At its meeting of Thursday
18 January 1917 Council duly unveiled a marble tablet, inscribed ‘… as a tribute to the memory
of Frederick Charles Waine … who was killed on active service at Gallipoli’. (Confusingly, it
carries the date 21 December 1916.) A street in Rockdale would also be named after its fallen
employee, Waines Crescent. (Fred’s memorial served as a precedent: it prompted Council to
arrange for a Rockdale Municipal Honour Roll which, when completed in mid-1921, would
incorporate the names of 875 volunteers. Today it is located in the foyer of Rockdale Town Hall.)
When a soldier was killed in action, standard procedure was for the army to gather together his
possessions and forward them to his next-of-kin. In September 1916 the army dispatched a parcel
to Fred Waine’s family, containing a gold wedding ring, a gift box and photographs. His sister
Beatrice was entrusted with responding to Base Records on behalf of the family, which she did
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thus: ‘I have received a parcel … which is supposed to be the property of my late brother who
was killed in action at Gallipoli on May 1st 1915. But the contents did not belong to him…
According to one post card in the parcel these have to do with some people in Geelong… Could
you kindly let me know how to set about getting his right belongings’. Eventually Fred’s personal
effects were located and sent on to Rockdale, arriving on Thursday 18 January 1917. The parcel
contained a hair brush, clothes brush, a New Testament, purse, money belt, pipe, two books,
letters and post cards. So emotional were his parents that they had to send apologies to Council
for not being able to attend the unveiling of their son’s memorial tablet scheduled for that very
evening. The original mistake which had seen the wrong personal effects being delivered would
have been especially distressing for them.
Whether Fred Waine had been killed in action or not, there must have been a predisposition
within the local community to honour its volunteers in some appropriate fashion. Fred’s death
served as a catalyst leading to the erection of the Rockdale Municipal Honour Roll. A resolution
of Council, of 1 July 1915, began the process, with an interim unveiling of the Honour Roll on 31
October 1915. Thereby Rockdale possibly set an Australian ‘first’.
If you would like to read Fred Waine’s original AIF personnel dossier, it can be viewed online, by going to the National Archives of Australia site and selecting ‘First Australian
Imperial Forces personnel dossiers’ – then for ‘Name Search’ type in ‘Waine’ (for World
War I), and for ‘Refine this research result’ provide his AIF service number ‘1337 ’.
____________

Miss Phryne Fisher’s costumes and a beautiful day – what more could we ask!
24 members and friends made the trip to Old Government House to
view the Miss Fisher Costume Exhibition. Our friendly bus driver,
who managed to find a scenic route to Parramatta without a lot of
traffic, made up the group that enjoyed the exhibits. What a
wonderful setting for the 1920s costumes and displayed so well. A room full of hats, jeweled
bags to match the outfits, and some spectacular clothes ranging from bathing costume to evening
dress. Posters were used effectively and video clips from the television series. There was even a
body under a kitchen table – the clue to the identity being the ‘red’ stockings.
We were all surprised at the quality of the clothes, the
attention to detail and the unusual materials used, some
imported specially from China.
Often clothes used on the stage rely on lighting for the effect
and do not bear close scrutiny but these were an exception.
The designer, award winning, Marion Boyce, had even used
part of her own wedding outfit to make a short cape for Miss
Fisher. Then there was the shop! Many of us succumbed to
the attractions of the memorabilia available (even our bus
driver)
Old Government House has a very pleasant courtyard with
seats and in this instance a coffee stand – everything catered
for.
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We had booked a private room for lunch - the Garrison Room in Lachlans restaurant,
(appropriately named) and adjourned there at 12 midday where we had an excellent lunch under
the watchful eye of several ex Governors of NSW whose portraits adorned the walls.

Garry Darby was our photographer. A shame he
couldn’t be in it as well as taking it!
After lunch we made our way into the City of
Parramatta and visited St John’s Anglican
Cathedral where volunteers had extended their
hours in order to talk to us. Sheree Veron,
whose husband had served as a Minister here,
had organized the visit for us. Her ancestors
were also connected with the church.
We heard that it is the oldest continuous place
of worship in Australia, the first St John’s Church opening in April 1803. The original
foundation stone was laid by Governor John Hunter about 1799 and the Reverend Samuel
Marsden opened the church on Sunday 10 April 1803. The
twin towers were built by convicts with handmade sandstock
bricks under the supervision of Lieutenant John Watts in
1818. The outside of the towers were then overlaid with
cement render giving them the appearance of stone. They are
the oldest remaining part of any Anglican Church in
Australia. In 1852 the building fell into disrepair and a
decision was made to rebuild it. The original church was
demolished except for the twin towers and the new church
opened in July 1855. As the congregation grew, transepts
were added designed by architects Blacket and Son. In the
south Transept is a 1599 Elizabethan Bible from Bath,
England, a gift from Don Champion in 1988. It is one of the
oldest printed bibles in the world today. Another interesting item in the Church is the Font which
was a gift bestowed by Maoris from New Zealand, installed and dedicated in 1969. The gift arose
out of the ministry of the first Rector, Samuel Marsden, who made seven trips to New Zealand to
establish a Christian work among the Maori people. The font was carved by Charles Tuarau over
a period of four years and is made of totara and inlaid with paua shell eyes to give it beauty.
And then it was time to go home. Our bus driver did a good job and delivered us safely back to
Mortdale RSL around 3.30 pm, after what had been an excellent day.
Gill Whan
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Member Profile
Rosemary Maughan has been a member of the Society since 1999 and
regularly attends the general meetings where she can usually be seen
assisting with the afternoon teas. It’s a wonder she can fit us in since she
is also Secretary/Treasurer of Kogarah Seniors, Delegate for the BrightonLe-Sands VIEW club and President of the Monterey Probus Club.
Rosemary was born in a small town called Clare in the Clare Valley of
South Australia. Her father was on the railways situated at Spading and
from all accounts Rosemary was an ‘enfant terrible’! The headmaster of
the local school, a two teacher school, agreed that she could start school at the age of 3 years just
to keep her out of trouble. Trouble included lighting a bushfire and playing on the railway siding
and changing the labels on the trucks which meant they were sent to the wrong destinations – a
stern letter from the ‘railways’ inquired as to the age of this child that was such a problem. When
she was six, her father died and the family moved to Port Augusta where she went to Primary and
High School and was apparently a reformed character.
At 18 years Rosemary went to Adelaide to seek work – she was a good worker and was promoted
to supervisor of a supermarket with an adult wage at age 19 years. In 1967 she moved to Sydney
and was amazed that jobs were so plentiful. She changed jobs several times until she went to
work for a Law Publisher where she found a niche, following them to Melbourne and then being
transferred back to Sydney with the same company. It was demanding work. As well as doing all
the buying, she knew all the legislation, when Acts were repealed etc.
After this it was a total change of scene and she went tomato farming in Mudgee, living with a
Spanish family who did not speak English to her but who became lifelong friends. Rosemary still
can’t speak Spanish but she can understand it.
When she came back to Sydney she took a position with the Australian Consumers Association,
working on Choice magazine. She managed the subscription department and worked with people
like Frank Sartor on special projects.
In 1984 she met and married her husband Peter who was working across the road from Choice
but they first met at the Tempe Bowling Club where Rosemary won an arm wrestle with him!
They moved to Mortdale to live and then to Carlton in 1987, where they are still living.
Her job with Choice was stressful and in 1991 she had a stroke. She recovered in 7-8 months
enough to return to work although she says it was around 8 years before she was back to normal.
Rosemary has great admiration for the Commonwealth Rehabilitation service who helped so
much toward her recovery. She worked as a clerk for another five years and then had a heart
attack and retired.
Rosemary has overcome many illnesses and health problems during her life but still seems to
come up smiling. Problems include breast cancer for which she is still having checkups.
She and her husband love to go caravanning and have been around Australia three times. These
days they usually go away for 2 – 3 months at a time taking the pet cockatiel with them. (Where
does she find the time?) This cockatiel has a special place in the family, it is 19 years old and
travels in the back of the car when they are driving!
Rosemary has also spent a long time researching and gathering information about the people on
the Carlton Roll of Honour Board which is in our Museum foyer. Her work is much appreciated
and we hope that she will continue to be a part of the Society for many years to come.
Gill Whan
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